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TheFightingDenisons
AMilitaryInstinctthatRunsintheBloodofFiveGenerations

ByJAMESGRANVILLEFLEMING

ANINTERESTINGincidentisrelated
inconi.rctionwiththecomingto Tor

oftuefounderoftheDenisontam-

ily. Thestorydatesbacktothelast
decadeoftheelguteentucentury ano

o'1yes oneofthoseoleasantpersonal

touches,whichalwaysinakegoodread.
ing,aswellasofferinganotunimport
contributiontolistorv Itsrela

ion howevermubeprefacedbv

shortaccountofthecircumstances

derwhichthefamilyprogenitorwas

reminineinluenceplainetoa cer.

tainextentonathorough-goingBritish
gentlemans sportandadven.
turehadago04 dealtodowith The

event.JohnDenison,greatgrandlather
ofthepresentgenerationofDenisons
andsecondsonofanoldYorkshirefam.

ily,hadmarriedaMissTaylorofDov-
MissTavlorwasan

friendandhadbeen aschooldavcom-

panionofacertamnMissRussell.Miss

RussellhadabrothernamedPeterand

PeterRussellwasoneofthemenwhom
GovernorSimcoeselectedto20with
toAmericatoassistintherovern.

ment thenewprovinceofUpper
Canada.

There acloseintimacy
Tohn Denisonand hiswifeandPater

hussellandhissister:somuchsothat

when Russellsdecided

ColonelSimeoe,theyendeavoredtoin-
ducatheirfriendstoaccompanvthem.

Mrs.Denison makethe

andher wasstronglv

temptedbythestoriesoftheexcellent

shootingandfishine

enoedinthe besideshe

lazedthatasasecondson.hisshare

thefamilvfortunesdid

orese inEnoland. while
tunitlestorgainingapositionofinde-

pendenceinCanadawouldbenumer-

ous.

Constrainedbythesecausesthefore
fatheroftheCanadianDenisons,
hiswifeandchildren.sailedfromEno-
landandpresentlysetfootontheshores
ofthe thatwasto behisfuture
home Itwasthevear1792 andthe
country tothetestofMontrealwas
stillin andlargevunsettled

GorernorSimcoe WITh
suitepressedontoNewarkatthemouth
oftheNiacaraRiver,wheretheseatof

WhileprimarilyaTorontofamily,

beensopromin
enum themilitarylifeofCanada

thattheir

familiaroneinallpartsofthecoun
Ine oftheir estaugn.

italofUpperCanada

andtheirremarkablerecordofmill
unione inna.

valY

tionaann9

aDv

"DiS

12108theinterestofthe

series,whichreacheda igh-water

marklastmonthwiththepublica-
Mustrated

famousBordenfamilvofNova

Nextmonththesubjectwill

notable Quebecfamily,-The

governmentwasestablished,butthe
DenisonsdidnotproceedherondKino.

ston,thelastsettlementoranyimport-

anceontheroadwest. Herethevtook

upthelr residence TWO

years.
Atthispointinthefamilyhistory
occurredtheincident.towlichmusthe

tracedtheestablishmentortheDent-

sonsinToronto. Thattheirfuturerest-

denceinCanada hungonahairav-
dont ohnDenisonhadseeminglv

becomeprettytiredofthecountryand
hadmace unand

returntohisoldhomeinEngland.Before
doingsohedecidedtogo Newark

Triends and

Russellofhisintentionandbidthem
farewell.

WhentheGovernorheardofhisdA

canada,heexnressedre-

gret. Settlersof Denisontype,
blessedwithmeansoftheirownand

strongpersonallties,werefewenouch

and toloseevenoneofthem

earlvdavswasaseriousmatter.
unbvPeterhussellheurgedJohn

DenisontoremaininCanada.
**Comewithus? saidhe,64+0

whichwearegoingtoestab-
lishonthenorthsideofthelake. TVe
aregoinstomovetheGovernment

andbuildafine

Wewillhealltogetherandlifewillbe
morepleasant.MakeuDvourmind
tostavandhelousbuildunthenAT

capitalofUpperCanada,-thetownof
Dublin

"*Dublin,"exclaimedDenison,"would
youexpectaYorkshiremanlikemeto
lveinaplacecalledDublin?

"Well,then, repliedtheGovernor,
nameitforus. There'sabar-

Remain Canada we'llgain.

changethenewcapitalFromDubunto
thenamevoubestowonit.

Denison.

CallitYork. TsaidI.waSg01ngto
Yorkandifyouwillcallthisnewr
York,Iwillbewillingtogothereand
settle.

generallyknown.Yorkwasthe
GovernorSimeonselecter

forthetownand.whileitwasgazetted

ashavingbeenbestowedinhonorofthe
Duke York,asamatterorIact
oweditsdesignationtotheoffermade
bvtheGovernorto.ohnDenison.

Vork-shirenomenolaturewasartended
tomeettheneedsofothernotsinanc

aroundparv Moronto. Thecounty

becamethecapitalwascalled

Yorkandtherewasalso aYorktown.

ship Riversto and

ofthecitv,theHumberandtheDon

wereblessedwithcoodoldYorkshire

andthetownshipsofhitby
Searboro.Pickeringand\hitchurchall
reflectedthesameorion.

"TheDenisonsmovedunthe

KingstontoYorkin1796andwerethe
firstfamilvtoDeshelterediinCastle
FrankThisfamoushouse.builtasthe

olncialresidenceofGovernorsimcoe

wasprobablyneverreenarv

The
occupied

Denisonsremainedinif

untiltheirownhousewasreadforoc-
movedintotowncupancy,

Inthisway, whatwasdestinedtobe

comeperhapsthemostcelebratedmill-

tarvfamilvinCanada.tookunitsresi-

dence Torontoineramostor

membershaveeversincelived.

Thecenealoricaltre ofthe

ofwhichsturdyoldJohnDenisonform
trunk.hasgrownintoawide.

branchingandflourishin But.

asthefacinooutofthefamilydescent

eveninthecaseof kingsandprinces

becomesdrenough orTO

indescribingtheexpansionofthefam
llv.ThedistinoushedTorontobranch
ofwhichColonelGeorgeT.Denisonis
wthehead.originatedwithGeorge
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Inespacious,park-likeestateofColonel GeorgeT.DenisonIII.inToronto.

solL whiletheynaveundoubtedly

stoweda greatdealofattention On
militarvaltairs.

very solid
yettypicalof

substantalcitizenship
Theyhavebeenlandedproprietors,own-

ingland,directingagricultural outr
ations, living housessurrounded

parks after Themaer Anolish

squiresandalwaysrespectingthedig.
nityofthefamilyname
JohnDenisonwasevidentlva

ampleof old-timecountrygentle-
mal HelivedonDundasStreetwhere

hehad200acresofland.Insoiteof

hisfriendshipwithmemhersofthefov-
ernment,neneverobtainedanInchof

landwithoutpayingforit,atraitwhich
hasalwavsbeenobservableamongthe
Denisons Asafamily,theyhavenever
soughttavorsbuthavebeenquitein-

dependent.
GeorgeTavlorDenisonI.inherited

considerablepropertyIromhisfather

andalsocameintoanddishaamwilt.Bathesinordensome
childofCaptainRichard
distinguishedUnitedEm-

direLovalist.Headdedtohisrosses-

edtoown550acresoflandinToron.

besidesoverI.UUUacresinitsvicinitv.

havingaboutonehundredtenantsonhis
property. the deafnin

1853hiswillwasprobatedfor£200,000,
thelargestestatewhichhadbeende-

visedup UpperCanada,
representingavalueofnearlvamilion

usedtheirwill-powertoobtainoffice

Lieut.-Colonelfred.Denison WaS

onmemberofthefamilvWRO

enteredParliamentand,ifoneexcepu
theserviceswhichthreegenerationsof

GeorgeTavlorDenisons rendered

aldermenofthectvofToronto.

dollars
abouttheextentoftheirpursuitorpub-
Sheotice. Itwasonlyhvthemostearn-

George Tavlor -2. soraon

lawver, profession

quentivbeenfollowedovseveralmem-

ofthefamily.Hisincunationwas.
howevermore towardsagricultureand

soldieringthanlawandhetookmorede-

magistrateof Toronto
takeuothisworkinJo/andhehas

undertakenthedutiesofthecourtever

sincewiththeutmostindependence

spirit.Hewasindeedthehrstor

lichtin farminghishundredacres nametoholdanublicpaidollice.

CAVfarthemostconsnicousmemberlandandindrillinghistroopersthanIn
pleadingcasesinthecourts. UrhIS

sons,twofollowedhiminthelecalpro-

fession GeorcelavlorDenisonand

Frederick. Clarencetookupbanking

ofthefamily,ColonelDenison1sone
Canada'Smostprominentcitizens.

anddeenlv-man

foundedconvictions.he

andnowoccupiesanimportantposition beentheobjectofmuchcriticism.No
intheStandardBank. onecanadvocateacauseofnationa.

"TheindenendentattitudeoftheDeni-importancewithoutmakinohimself

conetowardsgovernmentandpartyin- markfortheattackofthosewhodonot
fluencehasbeenreflectedintheirdislike seeevetoevewithhim.Inadvocatino

ofacceptingpublicpositions. Though
thevhavebeenmenwithavervdeterm-

athorough-goingimperialism.Colone

Denisonhasruncountertothefeelings



direLovalist.Headdedtohisrosses-

sonsdurinehisIlfetimeandwasreout-

Though
thevhavebeenmenwithavervdeterm-

inedwaraboutthem.thener

Colone

Denisonhasruncountertothefeelings
ofagoodmanypeople,whonavenot
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