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THE CANADIAN PIONEER DENISCM FAMILY VOLUME FIVE

WHAT I ONCE FOUND IN OUR ATTIC

Q uite  o f te n  in te r e s t in g  fo rg o tte n  th in g s  may be found in  a t t i c s .  Once upon a tim e 
someone found a c o l le c t io n  o f o ld  daguerro type-pho tographs in  an a t t i c ,  and was so moved 
em otionally  a s  to  w ri te  a poem about them. As f a r  a s  I  an aware th e  au th o r o f t h i s  poem 
i s  unknown. This poem means q u i te  a l i t t l e  to  me, and I  th in k  you w i l l  l i k e  i t .  F i r s t  
1 w il l  g iv e  you i t ,  and then 1 w i l l  t e l l  you what 1 once found in  our a t t i c  in  Grimsby, 
O n ta rio , when I was a boy, about th e  y ea r 1926.

THE OLD DAGUERROTYPES

Up in  th e  a t t i c  I  found them locked in  a ced ar c h e s t.
Where the flow ered gowns l i e  fo ld e d , which once were brave as th e  b e s t ;
And l ik e  th e  queer o ld  J a c k e ts ,  and th e  w a is tc o a ts  gay w ith  s t r i p e s ,
They t e l l  o f  a worn o u t fa s h io n , th o se  o ld  d ag u erro ty p es .
Q uaint l i t t l e  fo ld in g  c a se s , each fa s te n ed  w ith  t in y  hook,
Seemingly made to  tempt one to  l i f t  th e  la tc h  and look ;
L inings o f pu rp le  v e lv e t ,  odd l i t t l e  fram es o f g o ld ,
C irc lin g  th e  faded face s  b rought from th e  days o f  o ld ;
Grandma and Grandpa taken  ev er so  long ago;
Grandma’s bonnet a m arvel, G randpa 's c o l l a r  a  show;
M other's a t in y  to d d le r  w ith  r in g s  on h er baby hands
P a in ted ---- l e s t  none should n o tic e  g l i t t e r i n g  g ild ed  bands;
Aunts and Uncles and co u s in s , a  s ta rc h y  s t i f f  a r ra y ,
Lovers and b r id e s  th en  bloom ing, b u t now so  w rink led  and g ray .
Out through th e  m isty  g la s s e s  th ey  gaze a t  me s i t t i n g  h e re ,
Opening th e  faded cases  w ith  a sm ile  th a t  i s  h a l f  a  t e a r .
I  w i l l  sm ile  no more, l i t t l e  p ic tu r e s ,  fo r  h e a r t le s s  i t  was in  t r u th  
To d rag  to  th e  c ru e l d a y lig h t th e se  g h o sts  o f  a vanished y ou th .
Go back to  your cedar chamber, your gowns and your lav en d er.
And dream, 'mid th e  by-gone g ra c e s , o f  th e  w onderful days th a t  w ere.

As a boy in  Grimsby, I  used to  remove th e  s to v e -p ip e s  from th e  s to v es every sp r in g , and 
a f t e r  having thqroughly  removed a l l  so o t from t h e i r  in t e r i o r s  1 used to  p lace  them up 
in  th e  a t t i c  fo r  th e  summer, from whence th ey  would be removed and re-assem bled  every 
f a l l .  The a t t i c  was approached by means o f  a s te p - la d d e r  p laced  under an opening in  th e  
c e i l in g  o f  a c lo s e t .  On one o f  th e se  occasions I  became cu rio u s  about two a n c ie n t t i n  
cash-boxes which I  found up th e r e .  They were locked se c u re ly . Upon a succeeding t r i p  
to  th e  a t t i c ,  t h i s  tim e armed w ith  a t r u s ty  s c re w -d riv e r , I  fo rced  th e  lo c k s , and was 
amazed a t  th e  c o n te n ts , w hich, in s te a d  o f being p i r a t e 's  g o ld , tu rned  o u t to  be many 
a n c ie n t a r t i c l e s  belonging  to  my g rea t-g ran d m o th er, Susan K arla Hepburne D enison. The 
stench  o f  m ustiness c re p t throughout th e  a t t i c  and made me f e e l  s ic k .  There were th ree  
p ip e s , q u ite  e la b o ra te  ones, once smoked by C ol. R .L.D enison th e  F i r s t .  There were many 
Ind ian -head  n ic k le s  and coppers (which I  su b seq u en tly  squandered, no t knowing th e i r  v a lu e ) . 
There was a s ta c k  o f love l e t t e r s  in  th e  h an d w ritin g  o f  Susan D enison, a fo re s a id , o f  th e  
o ld -fa sh io n ed  kind which lacked envelopes and which were fo lded  over and sea led  w ith  the 
Hepburne fam ily  c r e s t  (a  h o r s e 's  head e rased  w ith  an undecipherab le m o tto ). They were 
a l l  postmarked Chippewa w ith  an a n c ie n t wood-cut post-m ark stom p. While o f th e  lo v e - l e t t e r  
ty p e , th ey  to ld  much o f th e  l i f e  and tim es in  o ld  Chippewa, O n ta rio , in  th e  long ago.
My m other, having been a nurse in  V ic to r ia  H o sp ita l, London, O n t., fea red  as nu rses o f  
h e r  day would, th a t  th e  t e r r i b l e  m ustiness o f  th e s e  l e t t e r s  m ight in f e c t  me o r  a l l  o f  us 
w ith  b lack  d ip h th e r ia , o rdered  th a t  I  bum  them. I had a lo v e ly  b o n - f i r e  o f them in  th e  
backyard , no t knowing what I  was d e s tro y in g . One item  only was rescued  from th e se  t i n  
cash -boxes. I t  was an o ld  scrap-book o f p o c k e t- s iz e , which con tained  many new s-clipp ings 
p as ted  th e re in  by my g re a t  g ra n d fa th e r , C o l. R .L .D enison o f  I>overcourt. When my a u n t , 
Minnie Denison Boyd o f Bobcaygeon, v i s i t e d  us l a t e r  t h a t  y e a r , she p re v a ile d  upon me to  
g iv e  h e r  t h i s  scrap-book , say in g  th a t  i t  meant more to  h er th an  i t  d id  to  me, which was 
undoubtedly t ru e  a t  th e  tim e . L a te r  she d isco v ered  th a t  th o se  cash-boxes belonged to



my g re a t-u n c le , A lb e rt Edward Denison; and so , e v e n tu a lly  th e  o ld  scrap-book was se n t 
by h er to  him, aa he was th e  r ig h t f u l  owner. However, my au n t c a re fu l ly  copied th e se  
c lip p in g s  longhand in to  a note-book, which re c e n tly  h e r  d au g h te r , M arjo rie  Boyd A llen , 
has g ra c io u s ly  le n t  me. The c lip p in g s  co n s is te d  o f  a  s e r ie s  o f  a r t i c l e s  which ay g r e a t  
g ra n d fa th e r , C ol, R.L,Deni son, once w rote fo r  a Toronto  newspaper c a lle d  "The Leader" 
in  h is  ca p ac ity  as  F i r s t  P re s id e n t o f  the York P io n e e rs , now th e  York P ioneer and 
H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , The a r t i c l e s  t e l l  o f h is  boyhood days in  e a r ly  York (Toronto) in  th e  
years around 1821-1830. They a re  o f  co n s id e rab le  i n t e r e s t  n o t on ly  to  th e  Denison Fam ily, 
bu t to  anyone in te re s te d  in  th e  s to ry  o f T oronto . F i r s t  I  w i l l  g ive you a b io g rap h ic a l 
sketch  of th e  l i f e  o f  C ol. R ichard L ip p in c o tt Denison th e  F i r s t  o f  D overcourt, who w rote 
th e se  a r t i c l e s  fo r  The Leader so long  ago.

COLONEL RICHARD LIPPINCOTT DENISON THE FIRST OF DOVERCOURT

Colonel R ichard L ip p in c o tt Denison th e  F i r s t  was bom  in  a lo g -c a b in  in  th e  woods near 
York (T oronto) in  what i s  now th e  Trethewey Park D i s t r i c t  (K eele S t r e e t  and E g lin to n  A ve., 
and th e  land north  and w est o f  th a t  p o in t ) ,  on June 13, 1814.

During th e  R eb ellio n  o f 1837-1838 he coaraanded th e  Q ueen 's L ig h t Dragoons ( l a t e r  th e  
G overnor-G eneral's Body G uard). In  1848 he l e f t  the a c t iv e  fo rc e , and was g a z e tte d  Major 
in  th e  4 th  B a tta l io n  o f Sedentary  M i l i t i a ,  and 1851, L ieu t.-C o lo n e l o f t h a t  co rp s . In  
1876 he was e le c te d  to  th e  C ity  Council fo r  S t .  S tep h e n 's  Ward, and rep resen ted  Toronto 
a t  th e  C en tenn ia l E x h ib itio n . In  January 1878 j u s t  b e fo re  h is  death  he was ag a in  re tu rn ed  
to  th e  co u n c il fo r  th e  same ward.

In  1861 he u n su c cessfu lly  co n tes ted  York R iding  in  th e  C onservative i n t e r e s t  a g a in s t  
th e  Hon. W.P.Howland. C ol. R .L .D enison was a pronounced p a rty  man and was one o f th e  
committee o f th e  U .E.C lub. When th e  York P io n e e r 's  S o c ie ty  was formed, he was e le c te d  
th e  F i r s t  V ic e -P re s id e n t, and two y ea rs  l a t e r  he was chosen P re s id e n t o f  th e  U nited 
Canadian A sso c ia tio n . He was th e  P re s id e n t o f  th e  York P ioneers a t  th e  tim e o f  h is  d ea th .
For many y ea rs  he was a lso  T re a su re r  o f  th e  Board o f  A g ric u ltu re  o f Upper Canada.

He was p re se n t a t  a  m eeting in  th e  S t .  Lawrence H a ll on Aug. 21 . I860, re p re se n tin g  
th e  approaching o f  th e  then  P rin ce  o f W ales, in  which probably fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  
Canada "The Maple Leaf" was adopted a s  C anada's N a tio n a l Emblem. He was on th e  p la tfo rm  
on th i s  memorable o ccasio n . He had a ls o  been p re se n t on opening day a t  Upper Canada C o lleg e , 
and h is  name appears on th e  f i r s t  page o f th e  r e g i s t e r  o f  enrolm ent along w ith  th a t  o f 
Dr. Scadding.

C ol. R .L .D enison, w ell known a s  an e x c e lle n t  horseman, was a ls o  a b reed e r o f  f in e  
h o rse s --c a v a lry  ho rses to  be su re --a n d  m ight be seen  about th e  s t r e e t s  o f Toronto d riv in g  
a superb  t r o t t e r  c a l le d  "M ilkmaid". He appeared a t  C a rlto n  Race Course in  1857 as a v i s i t o r  
d r iv in g  th i s  c e le b ra te d  t r o t t e r .  He was a ls o  a b reed e r o f f in e  A yrsh ire  c a t t l e .

He was a man o f  g re a t  p h y sica l s t r e n g th ,  and was a ls o  re fe r re d  to  a s  " th e  handsomest 
man in  T oron to". He was th e  owner o f  Old d o v e rco u rt, a s  re fe r re d  to  in  an  e a r l i e r  volume.

An old  new s-c lipp ing  says: "Although Canadian born , C ol. R .L .D enison was a p e r fe c t  
ty p e  o f E nglish  gentlem an o f  th e  old  sch o o l, and possessed  e x c e lle n t  q u a l i t i e s  o f  head 
and h e a r t" .  His h o s p i ta l i ty  was a Toronto by-word.

He died o f e ry s ip e la s  in  th e  head on March 10, 1878, le av in g  b es id es  h is  widow, one 
d au g h te r, one s te p -d a u g h te r , and e ig h t so n s . He l i e s  bu ried  in  th e  fam ily  cem etery a t  
Weston, where a handsome t a l l  monument marks h is  l a s t  r e s t in g  p la c e . His grave o r ig in a l ly  
was under a t r e e  upon which he had a t  one tim e carved  h is  i n i t i a l s .

I  w i l l  now g iv e  you th e  te x t  o f th e  o ld  c l ip p in g s  in  th e  o ld  scrap-book which was 
in  th e  old  cash-box in  our a t t i c  in  Grimsby. The e a r ly  s e c tio n  o f  Toronto which i s  
d esc rib ed  in  th e se  c lip p in g s  in  th e  p re se n t tim e i s  th e  downtown b u sin ess  s e c t io n . I 
know t h i s  p a r t  o f th e  c i ty  w e ll ,  having sp en t th e  y e a rs  1931 to  1934 as J u n io r -c le rk -  
messenger a t  th e  Dominion Bank, York and A delaide Branch, which took me a fo o t in to  much 
o f t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  Your understand ing  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  w i l l  be a ided  i f  you know th i s  
p a r t  o f p resen t-d ay  Toronto w e ll .



YORK OR' TORONTO

- SERIES OF LETTERS WRITTEN TO " THE LEADER" BY R.L.DZXI5CN, 1*77

People can on ly  guess a t  t h i s  la te  day what Toronto was l ik e  under th e  name o f 
MUDDY YORK. There were no sto n e  ro ad s , no s id ew alk s, no p o s ts  to  p rev en t people from 
driv ing  th e i r  wagons on what a re  now sidew alks. 1 must say th a t  below th e  S t .  Lawrence 
Market in  some p laces  an a ttem p t was made to  shape and form sidew alks o f a p r im itiv e  k in d , 
but everywhere e ls e  th e  team s, m ostly oxen and c a r t s ,  took p o ssessio n  o f  th e  roads from 
fence to  fence ; and when they  stuck  f a s t ,  th e  r a i l s  o f  th e  fence were o f te n  re q u is i t io n e d  
to pry them o u t o f  a h o le ; and o f te n  th e se  r a i l s  were l a id  down to  make th e  road firm  enough 
to pass over s a fe ly .  In  w in te r  th e  fencesw ere removed in  p laces  to  l e t  people g e t p a s t th e  
sn o w -d rifts , a c ro ss  f i e l d s ,  e t c . , — much a s  i s  done in  th e s e  days. I t  i s  hard to  imagine 
such th in g s  in  th e  C ity  o f T oronto , b u t t h i s  was th e  y e a r  1820.

SCHOOLS OF EARLY YORK

The summer o f  1820, 1 spen t a t  th e  school o f  Mrs. Sweeny. Her schoo l stood  a t  th e  
com er o f  King S t r e e t ,  o p p o s ite  George Duggan’ s S to re , which was s t i l l  s tan d in g  a f t e r  
six ty  y e a rs , as  was a ls o  Henry D rean 's  on th e  n o rth  s id e  o f  King S t r e e t ;  and John Munro’ s 
garden was n e a rly  h a l f  a  sq u a re , w e ll f i l l e d  w ith  f r u i t - t r e e s  and f lo w ers . The co m er, 
where th e  school was k e p t, was some y e a rs  a fte rw ard s  occupied by George Munro'8 la rg e  b ric k  
s to re . Mrs. Sweeny, th e  m is tre s s  of th e  sch o o l, was a sm all la d y . Her so n , a  s a i l o r ,  
had f i t t e d  ou t a f u l l - r ig g e d  sh ip  in  m in ia tu re , which was my ad m ira tio n , and w hich, i f  1 
mistake n o t, was l a t e r  p laced  over th e  door o f  th e  Mansion House k ep t by D eForest which 
was burned down in  1827---- sh ip  and a l l .

In  1821, I a tten d ed  Mrs. Goodman's schoo l on th e  co rn e r o f  George and Duchess S t s . ,  
ju s t  in  f ro n t  o f  th e  farm of th e  Hon. S .P . J a r v i s .  Mrs. Goodman, a s s i s te d  by Miss P u rc e l l ,  
Miss Rose, and Miss Sherman, kept a school fo r  young la d ie s  and very  sm all boys, o f  whom 
I was one o f fo u r , th e  o th e rs  being  M.B.Forward, W illiam  A llan and James Sm ith. I  was 
accepted because I  was a very curly -headed  l i t t l e  boy who had two o ld e r  s i s t e r s  to  take  
care o f  me a tte n d in g  the same sch o o l. During th e  bad roads we th re e  rode to g e th e r  to  school 
on two h o rse s . As we passed a farm er one day he remarked"Oh, lo o k , two toads on a t r a p -  
stick '. " ,  because I  was r id in g  on a pad behind ny s i s t e r .  Buggies were n o t known a t  th a t  
time in  York. In  any case we d id  n o t possess such a v e h ic le .  I t  was th e  fa sh io n  to  r id e .
I  suppose t h i s  was because o f  th e  bad ro ad s; and 1 have been to ld  by a y  f a th e r  th a t  I 
rode many a long m ile  on my m o th e r 's  knee a t  a  much more ten d e r age . This kind o f  r id in g  
oay have g iven  me a t a s t e  ( in  a d d i t io n  to  my Y orkshire blood) fo r  a good h o rse , which I  
have never f o r  a day been w ith o u t. 1 have d riv en  in  T oron to , o r  r id d en  on horseback fo r  
the l a s t  f i f t y - f i v e  y e a rs .  Mrs. Goodman's house was a long two s to re y  frame b u ild in g , 
with two windows in  th e  p a rlo u r  o r music-room on th e  n o rth  s id e  o f  th e  f ro n t  d o o r, and 
th ree  windows on th e  sou th  s id e  o r  school-room , and s ix  windows u p s ta i r s  a l l  fac in g  George 
S tre e t and th e  house o p p o s ite  which belonged to  C ap tain  F its g e ra ld  and a fte rw ard s  burned 
down. Mrs. Goodman used to  s a i l  in to  th e  room about eleven  o 'c lo c k  a .m ., w ith  g re a t  
majesty and ample s k i r t s .  She weighed between two and th re e  hundred pounds. When Her 
Majesty appeared , we were a l l  expected to  stand  and pay homage to  h er n ice  old  fa c e , which 
I never grudged to  re sp e c t w ith  any b e f i t t i n g  f o a a l i ty .  There a re  s t i l l  l iv in g  in  T oronto , 
aye many p a r ts  o f Canada, la d ie s  who a re  grandm others and greatgrandm others who were 
educated by th e  la d ie s  o f  t h i s  famous school which was fo r  bo th  d ay -sch o la rs  and b o a rd e rs . 
Some w il l  r e a d i ly  remember who th e  o ld  p io n eer i s  who penned t h i s ,  and who knows Muddy 
York long befo re  i t  was T oron to . T his was w r i t te n ,  a s  near as  I  can f in d  o u t, in  abou t 
1875, o f  th e  y ea rs  1820 and 1821. I  do no t th in k  many have a l i k e  re c o rd , o r  can many o f
those o ld  school fe llo w s be l e f t  now.----

In  1822, Lot S t r e e t  (now Queen S t r e e t )  w est o f  Denison A ve., was f u l l  o f logs and 
stumps, and a l l  sou th  o f i t  was dense f o r e s t  to  th e  la k e .  You were alm ost w ithou t s ig h t  
o f th e  w ater u n t i l  you g o t to  th e  "Dug-way", so c a l le d  because th e  s e t t l e r s  c u t through 
the s te ep  c lay  bank to  make a  passage fo r  th e  teams to  g e t to  th e  lak e  beach, on which 
they could d r iv e  n e a rly  a l l  th e  way to  " O a k v ille " , o r  a t  l e a s t  a s  f a r  as "M arigold P o in t"  
where I  f re q u e n tly  tu rned  up in to  th e  upper ground on which th e  road s tre tc h e d  to  the 
S ix teen-M ile Creek, now c a lle d  O a k v ille . During th i s  y e a r  (1822) I  went to  school in  a 
log  house J u s t  where th e  Asylum Lodge now s tan d s on Queen S t r e e t .  At th a t  tim e th e re



was a l i t t l e  v i l la g e  o f  two o r  th re e  c o t ta g e s ,  an  In d ian  b lacksm ith  shop, an i n t e r p r e t e r 's  
c o tta g e , and then  th e  school conducted by Mr. M cConicle, a  worthy Irishm an . As f a r  as  1 
can remember th e  In d ian  S e ttlem en t a t  t h i s  p lace  was ac ro ss  Lot S t r e e t  from th e  Park Lot 
o f  Colonel James C iv in s , who was th e  S u p erin ten d en t o f  In d ian  A ffa irs  a t  th a t  tim e and 
fo r  many y ea rs  th e r e a f te r .  T his f in e  o ld  o f f ic e r  was th e  f a th e r  o f  Rev. S a l te rn  G ivi n s. 
R ural Dean o f  the C ity  o f T oronto .

Lot S t r e e t ,  a t  th e  time o f which I  w r i te ,  was th e  m uddiest swamp h o le  in  th e  w orld . 
During sp ring  and f a l l  th e  fa rm ers ' teams were c o n s ta n tly  s t ic k in g  f a s t  i n  th e  mud. About 
th i s  tim e Mr. John F a rr pu t up a l i t t l e  frame b u ild in g  q u ite  amongst th e  bushes and q u ite  
hidden by them on th e  w est s id e .  A man named Bowbler was th e  brewer in  th e  w in te r  and th e  
sh ea re r  o f a l l  th e  fa rm ers ' sheep d u rin g  th e  su - .  Mr. F a rr  became a w ealthy  man and 
r e t i r e d  from b usiness many y e a rs  ( a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y ;  b e fo re  h is  death  ( th e  sm all house g iv ing  
p lace  to  a n ice  r e s id e n c e ) . Alderman C o rrv e ll c a r r i e s  on th e  same businees on th e  same 
s i t e  b u t in  a much la rg e r  s c a le .  At t h i s  l a t e  d a te  1 cannot remember one o f  my school 
fe llo w s o f  th i s  school now l iv in g .  I t  was a common th in g  in  th o se  days fo r  a boy to  ca rry  
h is  sho t-gun  o r r i f l e  w ith  him to  sch o o l; and I  have done i t  f re q u e n tly  e s p e c ia l ly  du ring  
th e  pigeon season. The path  from ray f a t h e r 's  to  th e  school was alm ost e n t i r e ly  through 
th e  woods which o f fe re d  c le a n e r  w alking in  the sp rin g  and f a l l  and c o o le r  w alking during  
summer. Upon one occasion  a la rg e  hen hawk a l ig h te d  upon a t r e e  n ea r th e  sch o o l; and a 
n e ig h b o u r's  w ife (M rs. Gerben) took down h er h u sb an d 's  gun and sh o t i t  "dead as a hawk". 
ThiB ends school no . 3 .

YORK NO. I*
The scene changes and your o ld  f r ie n d ,  th e  York P io n ee r, le av es  h is  In d ian  School 

f o r  one supposed to  be in  advance; and which v m  on th e  co m er o f Bay and Richmond S tre e ts  
— south s id e  o f  Richmond and th e  w est s id e  o f  Bay S t r e e t .  I t  was a la rg e  one s to re y  log - 
house, the logs o f which were n o t f lu s h e d , nor was th e  bark  removed. The te a c h e r  a t  th i s  
school was Mr. Hugh Howard, who l iv e d  a l i t t l e  w est in  a c o tta g e  w ith  a la rg e  o rchard  o f 
app le  t r e e s .  The same c o tta g e  was l a t e r  occupied by a  Mr. Crow ther, a  k ind  o f  Alderman 
B axter man (very  la rg e ) .  Mr. Howard had one son abou t my own age who l e f t  fo r  th e  sou thern  
s ta te s  about 1830. I  never heard  o f  him ag a in , and take  i t  f o r  g ran ted  th a t  he i s  dead 
l ik e  a l l  the r e s t  o f my sc h o o l-fe llo w s . The square  our school stood upon was a lm ost a 
common. From the co rn er o f Richmond S t r e e t  to  th e  co rn er o f Newgate S t r e e t  (now A delaide 
S tre e t)  where Mr. John D oll a fte rw a rd s  b u i l t ,  th e re  was no s e t t l e r ;  bu t on th e  o p p o site  
s id e  o f  York S tr e e t  stood  th e  house o f  a lo y a l o ld  Canadian, W illiam  H yers, who roared
th e re  a fam ily o f sons and d augh ters  w e ll known in  t h i s  town---- some o f  whom a re  s t i l l
a l iv e .  The youngest son was John . He was a t  school w ith  me, but i s  now dead. On our 
school square fac in g  York S tr e e t  stood th e  old  b lu e  res id en ce  o f  Mr. Humphrey, whose very 
f le sh y  w ife I  g re a t ly  adm ired; and a l i t t l e  way f a r th e r  up l iv e d  o ld  Fox and h is  w ife  w ith 
one eye. L a te r  on Harry Sheppard moved h is  axe fa c to ry  in to  th e  square where Sheppard 
S t r e e t  now d iv id e s  i t .  He a ls o  e rec ted  a good fam ily  m ansion. Before Sheppard came to  
th i s  p a r t ,  h is  shop was on th e  south  s id e  o f  King b t r e e t ,  j u s t  i n  f ro n t  o f  Mr. H ig g in s '.  
H iggins was a b lacksm ith  on th e  no rth  s id e  o f  King S t r e e t .  H is l o t  i s  th e  only  one on th e  
no rth  s id e  o f  King S t r e e t  which i s  now v a c a n t. I t  w i l l  someday be o f  g re a t  v a lu e  to  h is  
fam ily . When B i l l  H iggins was a boy ( I  r e f e r  to  th e  l a t e  much resp ec ted  High C onstable 
o f  fo r ty  y ea rs )  he was i n  h is  f a t h e r 's  garden; and being f u l l  o f  m isc h ie f , he threw  a tu rn ip  
a t  a  l o t  o f people s tand ing  w ith  Mr. Sheppard a c ro s s  th e  ro ad , which u n fo rtu n a te ly  h i t  
h is  own fa th e r  who happened to  be one o f them. T h is 1 heard  from h is  own l i p s  b e fo re  he 
became High C onstable o f  th e  D i s t r i c t  which o f  co u rse  embraced th e  whole c i ty  and a l l  the 
a d jo in in g  co u n tie s .

YORK NO. 5
Speaking of th e  schoo l on th e  co rn er o f  Bay and Richmond S t r e e ts  and i t s  su rround ings,

1 remember th a t  th e  square o p p o site  th e  schoo l on th e  e a s t  s id e  of Bay S t r e e t  and the 
sou th  s id e  o f  Richmond S t r e e t  was fenced in  a s  a f i e ld  and was th e  p ro p erty  o f Je sse  
Ketchum, a farm er o f York, who liv e d  on th e  square on th e  c o m e r o f Yonge S t r e e t  and 
Newgate S tre e t  (A delaide S t r e e t )  in  a  la rg e  good looking  fam ily  m ansion. His bark  m i l l ,  
w ith  i t s  la rg e  stocks o f  hemlock b ark , were on th e  o p p o site  s id e  o f th e  s t r e e t .  (Much 
of th i s  ground i s  now covered by th e  new opera h o u se ;. The sq u are  fenced in ,  which I 
have m entioned, was c u rta in e d  a l l  around on fo u r  s id e s  w ith  h id e s  o f  so le  le a th e r ,  hauled 
ou t and in  every morning and even ing , and spread upon th e  fence to  d ry . T h is much re sp e c te d  
c i t iz e n  a fte rw ard s surveyed a s t r e e t  a c ro s s  h is  land  from e a s t  to  w est and c a lle d  th e  new 
s t r e e t  Temperance S t r e e t .



He was th e  f i r s t  advocate fo r  th e  tem perance movement in  Toronto th a t  I  can remember; 
and though he liv e d  to  be an o ld  man in  B u ffa lo , he n ever gave up hope hope t h a t  man 
could be persuaded to  be so b er; and he sp en t la rg e  sums o f  money, both in  B u ffa lo  and 
T oronto , w ith  th a t  o b je c t  in  view . I  could w r i te  pages on th e  h iB to ry  o f  t h i s  good man 
th a t  would be accep tab le  to  th e  York P io n e e rs , b u t 1 must n o t fo rg e t your wide c i r c u la t io n  
amongst those  who w i l l  no t re fu se  a g la s s  o f  w hiskey.

During the year 1822*, I was moved to a school kept on the corner of Toronto and King 
Streets. The house was the property of Bob Johnson, a carpenter. Some few may yet 
remember when i t  was the store of R.A.Parker, and known far and wide as the "Checker Store'’ 
from the manner in which i t  was painted. One morning when 1 went to school, I saw a man 
named Richard Lawrence ploughing just where Rice Lewis' store now stands, and he said 
that they were going to make bricks for a new ja i l  and court-house, which soon followed.
I  kept my eye on th en  every day , and f re q u e n tly  ra n  ac ro ss  th e  s t r e e t  to  take  a tu rn  a t  
d riv in g  D ick 's  oxen. When th e  ground was p repared  and spread o u t in  b r ic k s  to  d ry , a 
c i r c u la r  h o le  about tw elve f e e t  in  d iam eter and abou t two f e e t  deep was made; q u a n t i t ie s  
o f  w ater were thrown in  , and th e  poor oxen tu rn ed  in  to  tre a d  th e  c lay  to  make th e  b r ic k s  
which were moulded in  a s ix - b r ic k  mould, each tim e plunged in to  a trough o f  w ater to  keep 
them from s tic k in g  f a s t  in  the mould. T his as  f a r  as  1 remember, was th e  f i r s t  work done 
in  th is  square between King and Newgate, Church and Toronto S t r e e t s ,  excepting  o f  course 
c le a r in g  i t  o f  heavy tim b er which grew th e re  a few y e a rs  b e fo re . The e re c tio n  o f  th e  
J a i l  and th e  co u rt-house  was soon fo llow ed by th e  M ethodist M eeting and S t .  Andrew's Church 
on th e  two northroost co rn e rs  o f  th e  sq u a re , and th en  a g a in  by b r ic k  shops along King S t r e e t .  
I th in k  I  h ea r some of your re a d e rs  say , "When w i l l  t h i s  o ld  fogey have done w ith  h is  
l e t t e r s  th a t  have so l i t t l e  in t e r e s t  to  people o f  th e  p re se n t day?" I f  I took th e  tro u b le  
to  g ive you th e  names o f  th e  o ld  fogeys who s ta r te d  th e  b r ic k  e ra  in  York, you would be 
su rp rised  to  f in d  how n e a rly  r e la te d  to  them by blood o r  f r ie n d s h ip  you a r e .  You, a t  a l l  
ev en ts , "Mr. E d ito r  o f th e  L eader", could  r e a l i z e  what I  say i s  t r u e ,  and w i l l  go on 
g iv ing  space to  more ram blings.

YORK NC 6_
The y ea r 1825 saw me a p u p il in  Mr. Spragg, sch o o l, c a lle d  th e  C en tra l School, 

tau g h t on th e  "L an c as tria n  P la n " , where ev e ry th in g  was done in  m i l i ta ry  o rd e r , even to  
the c le a r in g  o f our s l a t e s ,  one o f which was hung by a s t r in g  around th e  neck o f each 
p u p il .  A s t r i p  o f  board , an inch  sq u a re , was n a ile d  to  th e  f lo o r  from one s id e  o f th e  
school to  th e  o th e r— ona s t r i p  fo r  each form— ; and th e  boys had always to  s tan d  w ith  
th e i r  toes a p a r t  and up to  th e  mark and th e i r  h e e ls  to g e th e r .  When we ro se  from our bench 
o r  s a t  down, i t  was by o rd e r  o f  th e  m o n ito r, who gave th e  tim e fo r  each m otion by a wave 
o f  th e  hand. He s a t  in  f ro n t o f  h is  c la s s  on a wooden box, which con tained  our books, 
s l a t e s ,  p e n c ils , e t c . .  When Mr. Spragge found i t  n ecessary  to  punish a boy, he always 
mounted th e  boy on an o th er and la r g e r  b o y 's  back , and t ic k le d  him sw eetly  w ith  a bundle 
o f  b irc h e s  t ie d  to g e th e r  w ith  s t r i n g .  When under punishment fo r  a f la g r a n t  crim e, he 
was ob liged  to  l e t  down h is  sm all c lo th e s ,  and ta k e  i t  on th e  b are  p e l t .  I am proud to  
th in k  th a t  1 never a r r iv e d  a t  th a t  s ta g e  o f  f la g r a n t  o ffe n d e r  a g a in s t the laws o f th e  
school and o f  m o ra lity . Mr. Spragge was a f in e  o ld  E nglish  gentlem an who always rode to  
school on horseback . In  those  days no one ever rode i n  a buggy, nor did  we know any kind 
o f v e h ic le  by th a t  name. The w r it in g  desk was p laced  a l l  around th e  w a lls  o f  th e  sch o o l­
room. When a c la s s  was o rdered  to  w r i te ,  th e  m aster opened h i s  box upon which he s a t ,  and 
took o u t and d is t r ib u te d  th e  copy books, then  th e  q u i l l s  ( s t e e l  pens were no t known to  us 
in  those  d ay s), and d is t r ib u te d  them. He then  p laced  in  an au g er-h o le  in  f ro n t o f each 
boy a sm all g la s s  cup , and then  gave each boy a sh a re  o f  h is  in k . When a l l  was ready , 
a t te n t io n  was c a l le d ,  and every boy stood  u p , and faced  r ig h t  o r  l e f t  as  o rd e red , th en  by 
measured tread  marched to  h is  p la c e . With p e r fe c t  m i l i ta r y  p re c is io n  he cocked over one 
le g  and then  th e  o th e r  and s a t  down. The m aster picked up h is  pen, and a l l  fo llow ed, 
tak in g  th e i r  cues from him, and went to  work. When th e  ta sk  was done, Mr. Spragge came 
behind our backs, and w ith  a p e n c il  made marks upon any bad s p e l l in g  o r bad w r i t in g , and 
o c c a s io n a lly  on a f e l lo w 's  back as w e ll .

The central school stood upon the south-east corner of the Grammar School lo t; and 
was fenced off from that ground, where Dr. Strachan taught larger boys. I am afraid the 
very best feelings did not exist between our boys and thos of Dr. Strachan's School —  
especially during the snow-balling season. On the south side of th is  s tree t, since Nelson 
Street, and now Jarvis S treet, stood a cottage of old Jack Murray, who was the only 
carter by profession then in Yorkp and I believe from what I have heard he was the pioneer



c a r t e r  o f th e  town. South o f our sch o o l, ac ro ss  A delaide S t r e e t ,  stood th e  p u b lic  house 
o f  George G arside , a  man whose name was in  mar\y mouths a t  t h a t  tim e; and o p p o site  h is  
tav e rn  was John W ilm ot'a w ith  a s ig n  upon which was p a in te d :—"Robin Hood i s  dead and gone; 
so  come and d rin k  w ith  Wilmot John ."  The in v i t a t io n  on h is  s ig n  w .s accep ted  by many, I 
should judge by th e  roundness o f  h is  w a is tc o a t and th e  b read th  o f h is  back . At th e  upper 
co rn er o f  the sq u are , and a t  th e  en tran ce  in to  th e  p ro p erty  o f  Hon. S .P .J a r v i s ,  th a t  
gentleman and most o f  th e  owners o f th e  Park L o ts , th o u g h t, o r  pretended to  th in k , th a t  
Lot S tr e e t  wa3 th e i r  p ro p e r ty , as  w e ll as  th e  square in  f ro n t  o f  t h e i r  Park Lots down to  
Richmond S t r e e t .  Consequently they k ep t Lot S t r e e t  c lo sed  a l l  e a s t  o f  Yonge S t r e e t .  Some 
went so f a r  as to  defend th e i r  r ig h t s ,  and g ive co n s id erab le  d i f f i c u l t y  to  the town 
a u th o r i t ie s .

YORK NO. 7
From th e  C e n tra l School, I  passed in to  the p r iv a te  school o f  th e  Rev. James P ad fie ld  

in  1820, whose a s s i s t a n t  w^s Rev. Adam E l l i o t t .  The m asters  o f  t h i s  schoo l were no t 
clergymen a t  th e  tim e I r e f e r  t o ,  b u t were p rep arin g  fo r  o rd in a tio n . Mr. P ad fie ld  was a 
s t r i c t  and severe man, bu t so honest th a t  every boy g o t f a i r  play a t  h is  hands; and w ith  
such trea tm en t boys w i l l  s tand  any s e v e r i ty  o f  punishm ent; b u t once l e t  th e  boy th in k  th a t  
a  m aster shows p a r t i a l i t y  amongst th e  p u p i ls ,  and h is  a u th o r i ty  i s  g r e a t ly  weakened, i f  
n o t e n t i r e ly  gone from him. Mr. E l l i o t t  was h im se lf a s tu d e n t a t  th e  tim e 1 r e f e r  to ,  and 
working hard fo r  h is  o rd in a tio n . He, on th e  c o n tra ry , was a meek and humble man, w ishing 
to  be a t  peace w ith  a l l  th e  boys, and , I should say , a l l  mankind. Between th e se  two 
gentlemen the school was w ell managed, a s  f a r  a s  a sc h o la r  could Judge. In  th e se  days 
every boy w..s expected to  do a f a i r  d a y 's  work, and a c t  honourably in  a l l  c ircum stances.
One y ea r the school stood  on Duke S t r e e t ,  th e  f i r s t  house e a s t  o f S ir  W illiam  C am pbell's 
about f i f t y  y a rd s , and was th e  p ro p erty  o f  George Duggan, who a f t e r  he r e t i r e d  from a c tiv e  
b u sin ess  b u i l t  a s u b s ta n t ia l  b r ic k  house where th e  schoo l s to o d , and th e re  he ended h is  
d ay s . The square in  f r o n t  of our school was th e  garden and o rchard  o f John Baldwin, E sa ., 
who kept the s to re  where th e  Canada Company's o f f ic e  now i s .  A la rg e  orchard bounded our 
school-house on th e  n o rth  s id e  and on th e  two o p p o site  co rn e rs  e a s t  o f us (one o f  which 
was Isaac  Columbus, the gunsm ith) were a ls o  o rch ard s; and 1 remember how very hard i t  was 
fo r  th e  boys to  keep honest and ou t o f  th e  o rchards from August to  O ctober. In  f a c t  1 
th in k  some few d id  no t q u ite  succeed, o r ap p les  would n o t have been p le n t i f u l  amongst the 
boys during  th a t  season o f  th e  y e a r . Mr. Columbus was a g re a t f a v o u r ite  w ith  th e  boys, 
fo r  he would sometimes len d  a gun du rin g  th e  pigeon seaso n , and was always a v a ila b le  when 
any th ing  went wrong w ith  our gun. 1 sp e n t many an hour w atching him a t  h is  work, fo r  we 
were g re a t  f r ie n d s , and two o f  h is  sons liv e d  a t  ny f a t h e r 's  and one o f  them m arried  ou t 
o f h is  house. I  could y e t  show two Jobs o f  h is  work; and much o f  i t  y e t remains in  t h i s  
town a f t e r  h a l f  a c en tu ry . Mr. Columbus always behaved w ith  th e  g r e a te s t  p o li te n e s s  indeed ,
----q u ite  a Frenchman o f o ld  F rance. Mr. P a d f ie ld 's  school du rin g  p a r t  o f my tim e th e re
w ith  him was on V ic to r ia  S t r e e t  and S tan ley  S t r e e t ;  and one day when a f i r e  broke o u t ,  we 
ra n  w ith  a l l  our p roperty  and s to re d  them away in  o ld  H r. P a tch es ' p la c e . Mr. Patches 
was a ca rp e n te r  from Y orksh ire  who liv e d  on th e  co rn er o f  S tan ley  S t r e e t .  (1 would g ive 
th e  names o f th e  s t r e e t s  o f th e  day in  q u es tio n ; b u t who knows an y th in g  about them now bu t 
o ld  p io n e e rs .)  J u s t  e a s t  o f  our school Mr. Thomas Johnston  had a s la u g h te r-h o u se , and 
Mr. Summersett an o th e r . The l a t t e r  b u tch e r had a son W illiam , who a tten d ed  th e  same school 
w ith  me fo r  one y e a r  o r  two. Our schoo l be ing  very  much on th e  in c re a s e ,  Mr. P ad fie ld  
go t up a f in e  new one on Richmond S t r e e t  ( J u s t  o p p o s ite  th e  farm  o f  C ap tain  McGill) and a 
c o tta g e  fo r  h im se lf . He had taken  a w ife  fo r  h im se lf in  the daugh ter o f one o f Y ork 's 
o ld e s t in h a b i ta n ts ,  Mr. Lewis B rig h t, who was th e  f a th e r  o f  s ix  sons and s ix  d au g h te rs .
(Now h is  descendants a re  counted by hundreds, and rank in  numbers nex t to  my own fam ily , 
the D enisons.) To go back a l i t t l e ,  I  must mention th a t  Mr. P ad fie ld  resigned  h is  school 
in  1827 to  Mr. Vaux, w h ile  he went to  tak e  a Grammar School in  th e  c o u n try . Mr. V aux's 
school stood  on th e  co rn er o f Duke and B erkeley  s t r e e t s .  I t  was a b r ic k  b u ild in g , y ea rs  
a fte rw ard s  used a s  a f i r e h a l l .  Q uite a c reek  ran  th rough  th e  schoo l-g rounds, which a ffo rd ed  
f ish in g  fo r  th e  boys, and an e x c e lle n t  p lace  fo r  w et f e e t  and m ud-pies. Every day Major 
Small w ith  u p rig h t d ig n ity  rode through our school-ground and through th e  creek  ( f o r  th e re  
was no walk th en  on B erkeley S t r e e t )  on h i s  b lack  pony, w ith  a sh o r t dock. The o ld  Major 
i s  j u s t  as  fre sh  b e fo re  my mind as he was f i f t y  y ea rs  ago . He s a t  upon h i s  ho rse  in  abou t 
th e  same s ty le  as  Judge B oulton o r C ap tain  D enison, and few days passed  in  York w ithou t 
th e i r  p resence in  th e  s t r e e t  on horseback . Everyone knew theta. Indeed i t  was seldom 
necessary  to  ask who anyone was in  th o se  days, fo r  we were a l l  known to  one an o th e r .



These o ld  gentlemen were as w e ll  and b e t t e r  known in  th e se  d ay s , a s  H r. Gooderham i s  now; 
and although so w ell known in  th e  p re se n t days, i n  f i f t y  y ea rs  bu t few w i l l  remember him,
changes a re  so rap id  in  t h i s  l i f e .  _________

YORK NO. 8
While a t  Mr. Vaux's school on B erkeley S t r e e t ,  th e re  was a c e le b ra te d  negro chimney­

sweep c a lle d  "Black Jo e" , who went up and down th e  s t r e e t s  o f  York, muddy o r o th e rw ise , 
c a l l in g —

"Ho Ho Black Joe 
Sweep your shim ley c le a n ,
From th e  bottom  to  th e  to p ,
W ithout no la d d e r , o r  a  ro p e ."

T his o ld  sweep w i l l  only  be remembered by th e  P io n eers o f York b e fo re  1827, f o r , i f  ray 
memory serves me r ig h t ,  he d ied  th a t  y e a r ,  by f a l l i n g  ou t o f  th e  s t a b l e - l o f t  o f  Tom B rig h t, 
who th en  liv ed  on th e  co rn er o f  Duke and O ntario  S t r e e t s .  I t  was supposed th a t  he went 
th e re  to  s le ep  a f t e r  ta k in g  too much w hiskey. Tumbling ou t o f  th e  window, he broke h is  
neck. In  those  days w hiskey, l i k e  ev e ry th in g  e l s e ,  was honest l iq u o r ,  and no t l i k e ly  to  
d r iv e  a man mad, o r  k i l l  w ith  such a  th ic k  head as o ld  J o e 's .  Whiskey such as poor Joe 
would drink  in  th e  p re se n t day , were he a l i v e ,  would k i l l  a b lack  hog i f  he went on d rin k in g  
f o r  y ea rs  as old  Jimmy O'Hara (o th e rw ise  Shoot A isy) d id  in  h is  day . Among a sco re  of 
anecdotes o f  the l a t t e r  c e le b r i ty ,  "Shoot A isy "(£ asy ), 1 remember one which I  must g ive 
you , in  o rder th a t  you may somewhat understand  th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  t h i s  o ld  s o ld ie r .  One 
morning he met Major A llan  on h is  way to  h is  s t o r e ,  o r  h is  bank, o r  h is  p o s t - o f f ic e  o r  
h i s  m a g is tra te 's  o f f i c e ,  o r  perhaps h i s  c u s to m s-o ff ic e , fo r  he f i l l e d  mar<y o f f ic e s  in  
th e se  e a r ly  days, and y e t h is  hands m ight no t be to o  f u l l ,  such was th e  slowness o f  th e  
p la c e . From Major A llan , "Shoot Aisy asked fo r  some a s s is ta n c e  which he was in  th e  h a b i t  
o f  rece iv in g  from a l l  th e  o ld  s e t t l e r s ,  th e  Major in  p a r t i c u la r .  So A llan  handed him 
h a l f  a  crown, and sa id  to  him, "Jimmy, d o n 't  d r in k  i t i "  "Shoot Aisy" pushed back th e  
money in to  th e  m a jo r 's  hand, and r e p l ie d ,  " lak e  back your d i r t y  money, f o r  I  w i l l  make no 
s t ip u la t io n s " .  So th e  Major was o b lig ed  to  withdraw th e  co n d itio n  b e fo re  th e  o ld  Irishm an 
would rece iv e  th e  money. I f  any o ld  p io n eer would l ik e  to  re f re s h  h is  memory as to  th e  
appearance o f th is  o ld  w i t ,  he may see  a copy o f  him (by ask in g  a t  th e  o f f ic e  o f  t h i s  
paper) taken in  1825 a t  th e  i n s t ig a t io n  o f S ir  A llen  MacNab and C h a rlie  Howard, who found 
him on the s t r e e t  and forced  him in to  a room, where a p ic tu re  was c u t o f  b lack  papor, 
pasted  on w h ite , and framed and p rese rved  by MacNab t i l l  I860, when he se n t i t  by express 
from th e  w alls  o f "Dundurn", H am ilton, to  g race th e  w a lls  o f  th e  w r i t e r .  S i r  A llen  in  
h i s  no te w ith th e  p ic tu re  s a id ,  "There i s  no one h ere  now who knows about o ld  J in n y ; and 
s in c e  I  l o s t  ray poor boy, I would r a th e r  you had i t  than  ar\yone e l s e ,  fo r  you remember 
him w e ll" .

YORK NO. 9
The c lo se  o f  th e  y e a r  1829 brought th e  c lo s in g  o f Mr. P a d f ie ld 's  sch o o l, which was 

a t  th e  time in  a most f lo u r is h in g  c o n d itio n , and was j u s t  where th e  Jewish Synagogue now 
s tan d s on Richmond S t r e e t ,  A fte r  Mr. P ad fie ld  c lo sed  h is  school to  e n te r  Upper Canada 
C ollege as a m aster, th e  b u ild in g  was converted  in to  a Gymnasium, where th e  w r i te r  had 
th e  d is tin g u ish e d  honour o f  w earing th e  b e l t  fo r  boxing , more on accoun t o f  h is  g re a t 
s tre n g th  and endurance than  fo r  sc ie n c e — though no t very  d e f ic ie n t  a t  t h a t—  always a 
heavy h i t t e r  from th e  sh o u ld e r, and d i f f i c u l t  to  knock o f f  h is  p in s o r  o u t o f tim e . Many 
w i l l  say a poor accomplishment fo r  a  man. My id ea  o f a man d i f f e r s  very  much from such 
a s  judge h arsh ly  o f  one who i s  a b le  and w il l in g  upon a l l  occasions to  defend and p ro te c t  
h im s e lf . A man who f e e l s  p r e t ty  sa fe  under d i f f i c u l t i e s  i s  no t always th e  a g g re sso r. I  
have passed in to  a r ip e  old  ag e , and have never been accused o f tram ping upon weaker men 
th an  m yse lf, o r  prone to  kick up a row, o r  s t r ik e  a woman.

Upper Canada C ollege oponed on th e  o ld  Grammar School ground, and in  th e  o ld  sch o o l- 
house, which fo r  the purpose was removed to  N elson S t r e e t  and subdiv ided  in to  rooms enough 
f o r  th e  d i f f e r e n t  m a ste rs , both  u p s ta i r s  and down, and f o r  th e  w ritin g -m a s te r  a sm all new 
b u ild in g  was e rec ted  on th e  sou th  s id e ,  th e  m asters were as  fo llo w s: Rev. Dr. H a r r is ,  Dr. 
P h i l l i p s ,  Rev. Mr. Mathews, Rev. Mr. B oulton , Rev. Mr. Dade, Mr. De l a  Hay, Mr. Drury,
Mr. P ad fie ld  and Mr. B arber. I  was amongst th e  f i r s t  to  e n te r  Upper Canada C ollege in  
January  1830, which happened in  t h i s  w is e :— A la rg e  p a r ty  were going in  from th e  w est of
town---- I may Bay esco rted  by Colonel F itzg ib b o n , who had h is  th re e  e ld e s t  sons w ith  him—
and when about a hundred yards from th e  c o lle g e  he s a id ,  "Now boys, l e t  us see  who w il l  
be th e  f i r s t  a t  the new sch o o l. S u it in g  th e  a c t io n  to  th e  word, he s ta r t e d  o f f  a t  f u l l



speed ho ld ing  two o f  h is  boys by th e  hands, and h e lp in g  them a lo n g . I  was th e  l a r g e s t  
fe llo w  in  th e  p a r ty , and soon passed  a l l  th e  r e s t  and en tered  f i r s t .  Furtherm ore my name 
happened to  be placed on th e  f i r s t  page o f  th e  r e g i s t e r ,  where Dr. S cad d in g 's  a ls o  can be 
found, i f  1 m istake no t a f t e r  fo r ty -se v e n  y e a rs . Even a t  t h i s  l a t e  d a te  ( th e  y ea r 1830) 
Queen S tr e e t  was not opened through C ap tain  M a g ill 'a  o r  Mr. J a r v is ' o r  C ol. A lla n 's  farm s. 
Mr. J a r v is ' g a te  stood a c ro s s  what i s  now J a rv is  S t r e e t  on th e  n o rth  s id e  o f  Richmond 
S t r e e t ,  Many a tim e I was a t  t h a t  g a te  w ith  two o f  th e  o ld e s t boys, Sam and W illiam , 
th e  l a t t e r  now many y ea rs  dead , th e  form er now a co lo n e l in  th e  B r i t i s h  Army.

The old  Blue Grammar School was occupied a s  a c o lle g e  t i l l  th e  new c o lle g e  on R u sse ll 
S t r e e t ,  which was in  th e  course o f  e r e c t io n ,  was completed w ith  dw ellings f o r  th e  ch ie f  
p ro fe s s o rs . Beginning a t  th e  e a s t  was th e  P r in c ip a l 's  house (u n d iv id e d ) , then  th e  French 
m a s te r 's  and Mr. M athew's, w est o f th e  c o l le g e , Mr. D ade's and Mr. B o u lto n 's , and l a s t  o f 
a l l  Dr. P h i l l i p s ' ,  th e  v ic e - p r in c ip a l .  He was a r a r e  o ld  f a v o u r ite  w ith  th e  boys, and 
d ressed  in  a f in e  o ld  E ng lish  s ty le  f o r  a p arso n . 1 am su re  he was never m istaken fo r  
any th ing  e ls e  from h is  e a r l i e s t  days i n  th e  Church. 1 had th e  m elancholy s a t i s f a c t io n  
o f  a s s is t in g  f iv e  o th e rs  o f h is  o ld  p u p ils  to  c a rry  him to  th e  g rav e , from h is  own home 
on th e  Humber. At h is  d e s i r e  he was b u r ie d  under th e  chancel o f S t .  P h i l l i p 's  Church, 
when i t  boasted o f a f u l l  u n ited  co n g reg a tio n , b u t very  l i t t l e  educated in  th e  r i t u a l  of 
the p re se n t day in  th a t  p a r is h . 1 b e l ie v e  o f  th e  s ix  b e a re rs  o f  th a t  good old  man, 1 am 
now th e  only su rv iv o r . I f  I  an  under m is tak e , I  s h a l l  be glad to  h ea r from any o th e r  
through the pages of The L eader, which i s  th e  r ig h t f u l  paper o f  th e  o ld  p io n e e rs .

YORK NO. 10
Before R u sse ll Square was taken  to  b u ild  Upper Canada C ollege upon, i t  was a rough 

p a s tu re  f ie ld  w ith some o ld  logs decaying upon i t s  su r fa c e . I t  was c u t in  ha lv es by the 
s lau g h te r-h o u se  creek  which emptied in to  th e  bay a t  th e  fo o t o f  Simcoe S t r e e t ,  and derived  
i t s  name from the Governmant s la u g h te r-h o u se , b u i l t  about ten  f e e t  w est o f  th e  c ree k , and 
twenty f e e t  from th e  shores o f  th e  bay . I t  was used f o r  R i l l in g  government c a t t l e  du ring  
th e  w ar. T his old  s t r u c tu re  remained th e re  u n t i l  1829. R u sse ll Square was fenced in  
w ith  a s p l i t - r a i l  fen ce , and had an e n tra n c e -g a te  J u s t  o p p o site  th e  en tran ce  to  th e  govern­
ment s ta b le s ,  which were n e a rly  where they  a rc  now, on th e  south  s id e  o f  King S t r e e t .  
Although they were no t very v a lu ab le  b u ild in g s  o r  very  g rand , th ey  answered very w ell fo r  
a th e a t r e  in  the absence o f  a Grand Opera House, such a s  now s tan d s  on Ketchum's o ld  ta n -  
v a ts .  Although I am no g re a t  th e a tr e -g o e r ,  I f re q u e n tly  a tten d ed  good p lay s in  th e  o ld  
s ta b le s  o f Government House, which were used fo r  want o f  a b e t t e r  b u ild in g . The t i e r  o f  
l o t s  from th e  bay to  Lot S t r e e t  were n e a rly  a l l  open f i e ld s  o r  commons. F i r s t ,  n ex t to  
th e  w a te r, was th e  square th a t  now h o ld s th e  P arliam en t B u ild in g s , South o f  F ron t S t r e e t ,  
th e  h i l l  was covered w ith  woods o f  n a tu ra l  grow th. The path  from th e  G arriso n  le ad in g  to  
town was n ea rly  a l l  th e  way through woods, and a f a r  p r e t t i e r  walk th an  now. The C ity  in  
I860, when th e  P rince o f Wales (a f te rw a rd s  King Edward V I I ) le f t  T oronto , attem pted  to  renew 
t h i s  woods, and p lan ted  f re s h  t r e e s ,  which were allow ed to  be destroyed  by c a t t l e  and 
vagabonds. The square behind th e  P arliam en t Square was occupied by th e  governor— ju s t  
th e  one house upon i t .  The n ex t, R u sse ll S quare , was a f i e l d .  The nex t square had only  
one house, the old  resid en ce  o f  th e  Hon. Angus M acdonell. The l a s t  sq u a re , th e  one which 
reached up to  Lot S t r e e t ,  was th e  p ro p e rty  o f  S i r  John B everley  Robinson, on which he 
had a b r ic k  c o tta g e , c a lle d  "B everley House". T h is whole b lock from th e  bay to  Lot S t r e e t  
extended from Simcoe S t r e e t  to  John S t r e e t .  At th a t  tim e, Simcoe S t r e e t  was Graves S t r e e t ,  
named a f t e r  Sim coe'a m iddle name. N orth o f  Lot S t r e e t ,  ex tending  to  B loor S t r e e t ,  th e  
c i ty  l i m i t ,  and to  the re a r  o f  th e se  squares was th e  p ro p erty  of D'Arcy Boulton and Judge 
Pow ell, being Park Lots 12 and 15 , which in  th e se  days were a w ild e rn e ss , in  which I  spen t 
many a day sh oo ting , excep ting  ju s t  th e  tw enty a c re s  o r so , a c ro ss  each l o t  which were 
c le a re d  and c u l t iv a te d . On Mr. B o u lto n 's  l o t ,  d i r e c t ly  no rth  o f  B everley House, stood  a 
la rg e  one room log  shanty  occupied f o r  y e a rs  by o ld  Mr. G oodall and h is  la rg e  fam ily .
The gateway in to  Mr. B o u lto n 's  l o t  was on th e  c o m e r  n ex t to  Judge P o w e ll 's ,  where Dummer 
S t r e e t  was l a t e r  la id  o u t. The gateway in to  Judge P o w e ll 's  l o t  was where C h ilo n 's  b la c k ­
sm ith shop was afte rw ards b u i l t ,  and on which a b lacksm ith  shop s t i l l  s ta n d s .

In  1835, a m ile -s to n e  was p la n ted  on th e  sou th  s id e  o f th e  s t r e e t ,  J u s t  o p p o s ite  the 
shop. The m ile was measured from th e  C ity  H a ll on King S t r e e t .  The second m ile -s to n e  
was p lan ted  ju s t  where th e  P rim itiv e  M ethodist Church s tan d s on Queen S t r e e t ;  th e  th i r d  
m ile -s to n e  J u s t  o p p o site  Wesleyan M ethodist Church on Dundas S t r e e t ;  and th e  fo u r th  in  
B rockton by th e  ra ilw a y 's  b r id g e s , and q u ite  ou t o f  th e  c i ty  o f  th e  day . S ince I have 
go t ou t o f  th e  c i t y ,  I  had probably b e t t e r  rem ain th e r e .  The m ile -s to n e s  were a l l  c e d a r .



POST-OFFICES

YORK HO.~ 11
At th e  P io n ee rs ' p ic -n ic  a t  Queenston H e i s t s ,  l a s t  week, a d isc u ss io n  a ro se  about 

th e  e a r ly  P o s t-O ffice s  o f  York; and I  promised to  send to  your paper what r e c o l le c t io n s  
1 held  o f them. Of co u rse , i f  my account be no t c o r r e c t ,  I s h a l l  be p leased  to  be put 
r i g h t ,  fo r  I w rite  e n t i r e ly  from memory.

The f i r s t  P o s t-O ffic e  was on F red e rick  S t r e e t ,  midway between C ol. A lla n 's  house 
and s to r e ,  and th e  same sp o t th a t  th e  Canadian Company a fte rw ard s  occupied w ith  a b r ic k  
o f f i c e .  The b u ild in g  was o f logs w ith  a p lan k -p la tfo rm  about twenty f e e t  wide in  f r o n t ,  
ex tend ing  to  th e  sidew alk . C ol. A llan  was p o stm aste r, and J.S.H ow ard, E sq ., h is  depu ty .

POST-OFFICE BO. 2
P o st-O ffice  No. 2 was on George S t r e e t  between King and Duke S t r e e t s ,  and on th e  

w est s id e .  Mr. Howard was th e  p o stm aste r, and H r. D oll th e  l e t t e r - c a r r i e r .

POST-OFFICE NO. 3
P o st-O ffice  No. 3 was on th e  n o rth  s id e  o f  Duke S t r e e t ,  midway between George and 

C aro lin e  S t r e e t s ,  and ju s t  e a s t  o f  th e  o ld  Bank o f  Upper Canada.

POST-OFFICE NO. U
T his was on th e  co rn er o f Yonge and F ron t S t r e e t s ,  on th e  p ro p erty  o f  th e  l a t e  Judge 

Macaulay, where th e  Bank o f  M ontreal now s ta n d s .

POST-OFFICE NO. 5
This was opened in  an  a d d itio n  to  th e  house o f  P e te r  McDougall on W elling ton  S t r e e t ,  

where th e  Exchange was b u i l t ,  and where th e  Im p eria l Bank now i s .

POST-OFFICE NO. 6
This was opened in  a re g u la r  governm en t-bu ilt b u ild in g  on Toronto S t r e e t ,  where the 

R ece iv e r-G en era l's  O ffic e  i s  now. (N ote: 1953‘ now The Bank o f  Canada)

POST-OFFICE NO. 7
You a l l  know t h i s  one, on A delaide S t r e e t ,  looking  down from Toronto S t r e e t .  I t  i s  

a b e a u tifu l  s to n e  b u ild in g , surrounded by some o f th e  b e s t  b u ild in g s  in  th e  C ity . This 
new o f f ic e ,  so commodious and so s u b s ta n t ia l  w i l l  most l i k e ly  answer a l l  th e  purposes o f 
Toronto fo r  th e  r e s t  of my days, u n le ss  I  should l iv e  a s  long as Taulal-a-B ogus l iv e d ,  
in  which case 1 should expect to  see i t  i n  th e  neighbourhood o f  Oagoode H all o r  even 
f a r th e r  w es t. J u ly  1877*

To the E d ito r  o f  The Leader:
S i r :  Two o r  th re e  y ea rs  ago , th e  a t te n t io n  o f th e  York P io n ee rs  was c a lle d  to  th e  
d is g ra c e fu l  s t a t e  o f  th e  burying-ground near th e  o ld  G a rr iso n , where th e  s o ld ie r s  and 
th e  o ld  s e t t l e r s  were in te r r e d .  At a m eeting o f  th e  S o c ie ty , th e  Rev. Mr. G iv in s , Mr. 
O ates and m yself were appo in ted  a com mittee to  c o n fe r  w ith  th e  p roper a u th o r i t ie s  and 
endeavour to  have th e  graves p ro te c te d . Two o f th e  conm ittee c a lle d  upon C ol. C o ffin , 
when we found th a t  he was th e  proper p erso n , and he promised to  have th e  square fenced 
i n ,  and made s a f e ,  which promise was soon perform ed. You may guess my s u rp r is e  when 
d r iv in g  up W elling ton  P lace (a  wide s t r e tc h  o f  lan d  reach in g  from Graveyard Square to  
C larence Square) to  f in d  a  house had been e rec ted  and people l iv in g  in  i t ,  a t  th e  very 
w est end of W elling ton  Square, upon th e  square in  q u e s tio n . My f i r s t  thought was to  
co n fe r w ith  C ol. C offin  a g a in , bu t I  r e f le c te d  th a t  o th e rs  b es id es  th e  P io n eers had an 
i n t e r e s t  in  p ro te c tin g  th e  G arriso n  G rave-yard S q u are . I th in k  i t  th e  duty  o f  th e  p u b lic , 
the p r e s s ,  and yours in  p a r t ic u la r  a s  th e  o ld e s t  re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f th a t  "engine" in  
T oron to , to  look a f t e r  ou r r ig h t s ,  and n o t allow  any more o f  th e  square to  be d isposed  
o f ,  and, i f  p o s s ib le , to  have th a t  p o r tio n  a lre a d y  d isposed  o f , . r e s to r e d  to  th e  p u b lic .

Your ob ed ien t s e rv a n t ,
R .L .D enison,

D overcourt, Ju ly  A, 1877. P re s id e n t ,  York P io n ee rs , T oronto .

End o f  D iary o f  R.L.D. 
th e  F i r s t  o f D overcourt.


