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I t  was the year 1815. The e iv i l i s c d  world was a t  war w ith Napolson Bonaparte, the 
l i t t l e  Corsican co rpora l who had r is e n  to  become Enporor o f Franco and Mighty
Conqueror o f  Europe. He had been defeated  and bani3hcd to  the  is la n d  of E lba---- but
he had escaped* re tu rned  and been r e - in s ta te d  in  F rance, and new again  th rea ten ed  the 
peace end se c u r ity  o f the  world* The B r i t i s h  - ra y  had been despatched to  Belgium.
U nlike modern w ars, tho f a i r  la d ie s  o f the o f f ic e r s  were perm itted  to  fo llow , as 
c iv i l ia n s ,  th o ir  husbands and lovers across the channol. The B r i t i s h  .amy was coranvandod 
by many marbors o f the poorago and landed a r is to c ra c y  of England, i s  a r e s u l t ,  tho 
s t r e e t s  o f the ancion t o lty  o f  B russe ls flowed w ith  the f a i r e s t  t i t l o d  la d ie s  of 
England, and were as gay as the  Great B all Which tho Duohoss of Richmond gave upon the 
evening of Juno 15, 1815 in  a  g re a t  h a l l  in  B ru sse ls . At the B all appeared b e a u tifu l  
t i t l e d  la d ie s  o f England in  th e i r  h o o p -sk ir ts  gsy w ith  em broidery, th e i r  powdered 
h a ir -d o s , th e i r  c o u r t-p la s te r  b e su ty -sp o ts , th o ir  gey la u g h te r , s o t  to  m ention tho 
rom antic love th a t shone from th e i r  sp a rk lin g  ey es. The t a l l  hanging candelabra of 
hundreds of candles c a s t l ig h t  on the la rg e  po lished  f lo o r ,  on th e  o ak -p an e llin g  of 
the  w a lls , und f l ic k e re d  in  rhythm to  the s t i r r i n g  music o f the  s t r in g  q u a r te t te .
Soft ojrcs looked love to  eyes th a t  spake a g a in . A ll went merry c a  a  n .r r ia g e  b e l l .
Bat— w hile the trc b lo  o f the s t r in g  q u n rto tto  poured fo r th  catchy m elod ies, and the 
cry  from a l l  l ip s  was "On w ith  the  donac, l e t  joy  be unconfined", the  deep diapason of 
War broke, in ,  s h a tte r in g  the g a ie ty .  There was mounting in  ho t h a s te ,  g a th e rin g  te a r s ;  
th e re  were trem blings o f  d i s t r e s s ,  and chocks a l l  palo which but an hour ago blushed 
a t  the pr is c  of th e i r  own lo v e lin e s s .

The B a ll i s  im portant to  th is  book, because i t  was a tten d ed  by E lis a b e th  Kinsey 
Dc»son, f re e  S tre s s  o f the  Ru3ho lee  Branch of the Denison F n i l y .  In  h is  book. Vanity 
F a ir , Thackeray has f u l ly  concerned h im self w ith  th e  B all and the  h is to ry  of th a t  
p e rio d . Lord Byron once wrote r. poem "W aterloo" as p a rt o f  Canto I I I  of h is  Childc 
Harold P ilg rim age. I loved th i s  pocn fo r  i t s e l f  as n boy, and s t i l l  do . Here i t  i s .
Road i t  a lo u d . L is ten  to  the moving music of i t s  l in e s .

WATERLOO

There was a sound of re v e lry  by n ig h t.
And Belgium 's c a p i ta l  had gathered  then 
Her Beauty end her C hlvr.lry . and b rig h t 
The leaps shone o 'e r  f a i r  women and brave men:
A thousand h e a r ts  b ea t h ap p ily ; and when 
Music arose  w ith  i t s  voluptuous sw ell.
S o ft eyes looked love to  eyes which spake Ogpln.
And a l l  went merry as a  m arriage b e l l ;

But hush*, hark  I a  deep sound s t r ik e s  lik e  a r i s in g  k n o lll

Did ye not hoar i t ? —Vo; 'tw as  bu t the wind.
Or the ear r a t t l i n g  o 'e r  the atony s t r e e t ;
On w ith  tho  donccl lo t  Joy be unconfined;
Ho s le ep  t i l l  mom, when Youth and P leasure  meet 
To chose the glowing hours w ith  f ly in g  f e e t—
Bat h ark l —th a t  heavy sound breaks In once a c re .
As i f  the clouds i t s  echoes would ro p ca t;
And n e a re r ,  c le a re r ,  d e a d lie r  then b efo re !

Aral A ral I t  i s  — i t  la  — thu cannon's opening ro a rl

Aht then and th e re  was h a rry in g  to and f ro .
And g a th e rin g  te a r s ,  and trem blings o f  d i s t r e s s .
And checks a l l  p a lo , which but an hour ago 
Blushed a t  the p ra ise  o f  t h e i r  own lo v e lin e s s ;
Am', th e re  wore sudden p a r t in g s ,  ouch ns p ress  
The l i f e  from out young h e a r t s ,  and choking s ig h s 
Which n e 'e r  n ig h t be r e l a t e d ;  who could gacss



I f  ever no re  should n e a t those au tu a l eyes,
31noc upon n ig h t so sweet such awful corn could r i s e  I

And there  was nour.tlng in  hot h ao to t tho s te e d .
The m is te rin g  squadron, and tho o la t tc r ln g  c a r ,
Vent pouring forward w ith  impetuous speed,
And sw if t ly  fo re in c  in  the ranks o f war;
And the deep thnndcr peal cn peal a f a r ;
And n e a r , the h ea t o f the s la m in g  drum 
Boused up the s o ld ie r  e re  the nom ing  s t a r ;
V k ilc  thronged the e l t l s e n s  w ith  t e r r o r  dunb.

Or w hispering  w ith  w hite l i p s —*7hc fo e , they coael th ey  co ast"

And Ardennes wares shore thus her green 1c a re s .
Dewy w ith  n a tu re*s te a r-d ro p s  us they pass.
C ric r in g , i f  aught inanim ate o 'e r  g r ic r c s ,
O rer the u n re tu rn in g  b rav e .-—a la s I  
Ere evening to  he trodden l ik e  the grass 
Which now beneath th u s , hut above s h a l l  grow 
In  i t s  nex t verdure , when th is  f ie r y  boss 
Of  l iv in g  v a lo u r, r o l l in g  on the foe 

And burning w ith  high  hope s h a l l  nou lder oold end low.

Lost noon beheld  then f u l l  o f lu s ty  l i f e .
Lost e re  in  B eau ty 's  c i r c le  proudly guy,
The n id n i jh t  brought the s ig n a l sound of s t r i f e .
The co m  the m arshal l in g  o f a r c s t h e  day,
B a t t l e 's  m ag n ificen tly  s te rn  a r ra y l
The thunder-clouds c lo se  o 'e r  i t ,  which when ren t
The e a rth  I s  oorcrod th ic k  w ith  o th e r c la y .
Which h e r  o w  cloy s h a ll  c o r e r ,  heaped and p en t.

R ider end h o r s e ,—fr ie n d , f o e ,—in  one red b u r ia l  b le n tl

T«.

m . JiQj? AJ7AIF. cr m  m m n n E - it& M
At the t in e  of the B a ll ,  M ajor Dewson was a lie u te n a n t under the Duke o f Bichaond. 

Among h is  f r ie n d s  was ano ther l ie u te n a n t ,  L ie u t. Poregrino  M aitland . At th e  b a l l ,  
M aitland danced w ith  th e  lo rc ly  Lady Sarah Lennox, daughter o f the Duke o f Siehesond, 
and they f e l l  in  lo r e .  They r e a l is e d  th a t  to o b ta in  the Duke's perm ission  to  lo rry  
would be ia p o s s ib le , so g re a t was the d if fe re n c e  o f rank between a  a c re  l ie u te n a n t ,  
a lb e i t  o f  gen tle  b i r t h ,  and the daughter o f a  Duke o f the Blood R oyal. A fte r  ’Waterloo, 
th ey  eloped and wore a a r r ie d .  The Duke was fu r io u s , b a t a s  happens u su a lly  in  such 
ca ses  he was reco n c ile d  to  th e  c a r r ia g e ,  and when he was appo in ted  l a t e r  Governor 
General of Canada, ho secured the appointment o f L ieu tenan t Governor o f Upper Canada 
fo r  h is  son-in-law  who was a lso  k n ig h ted , and became S ir  Peregrine . a i t l a n d .  Tho 
H aitien d s hou th ree  dogs. T iny, Toy and F lo s , and up around Tcnetanguishcnc a rc  th ree  
townships n&icd a f te r  tho dogo, T iny, Tay and F lo s . The Duke, w hile v i s i t in g  f r ie n d s  
near Rlohaond, Carle tor. County, was b i t te n  by a p e t fox nhioh had r a b ie s .  Be c o n tra c t­
e d  the d is e a s e , and was found afterw ords wandering through the woods, the s l j h t  and 
•rand o f  w ater throw ing h in  in to  v io le n t s c l tu r c s ,  u n t i l  ho d ie d , S ir  P ereg rine and 
Lady M aitland  wcr*. an cesto rs  o f Lady A lexander, w ife o f the former Governor General o f 
Canada,

THISTLE llTTLi. 3:GLI3K 3QUARE3 XEFBaf TRS FZKSSf SOLDIERY OF THE 3 7 J U I
RAPOLCGV

When the G reat B all a t  B russe ls  was broken u p . The Duki o f W ellington r e t i r e d  to 
th e  Duke of R idsaond 's s tu d y . A nap  of the coun tryside was produced, sad  ..c llln g to n  
deoided to  s top  the cncrgr a t  ^ u a tr«  B ras, which he su c c e ss fu lly  accom plished; he then 
f e l l  back to  I ont 3 t .  Jeo n . There h is  army spent Saturday n l ( £ t  in  the r a in .  l ls jo r  
Dewson wes out In  the ra in  on Kont 3 t .  Jean th a t  n i £ i t  w ith  th e n .



7*k, B a ttle  o f  Waterloo was fo a g it  tho  fo llow ing  day. Sunday, Jhne 18, 1815. The 
t a t t l e f i e l d  war the v a s t u n d u la tin g  p la in  lead ing  up to  liont 3 t .  Je an . Kent S t .  Jean 
was not tc ry  h igh——Ju st a  h e ig h t of ground w ith  a gradual s lo p in g  of the land up to  
i t s  but i t  gate the E nglish  a measure c f  s h e lte r  from the enemy** view . i t  n ine  o 'c lo ck  
th e  Trench ar.gr noved in  fivv o c I u k s ;  the a r t i l l e r y  between, the hands in  f ro n t ,  
d ross r a t t l i n g ,  bugles sounding, a  mighty, pow erful, Joyous army; a soa of bayonets 
and h c lo c ts .  3y 10:30 o 'c lo c k  the whole army took up p o s it io n , and was dratm up in  
s ix  l in e s .  Tho f i r s t  ccnnon was f i r e d  a t  25 m inutes to tw elve. The b a t t l e  commenced 
fu r io u s ly , i t  four o 'c lo c k  ir. the a fte rn o o n , the  s i tu a t io n  of the E nglish  Army was 
s e r io u s . T heir lo sse s  had been t e r r i b l e .  F ic ton  had boon k i l l e d .  Throe thousand 
combatants had been m assacred. The Scotch Greys no longer e x is te d . Ponsonby's heavy 
dragoons were cut to  p ie ces , anc h« had f a l le n  p ie rced  by seven lance  wounds. Gordon 
and "a rc h  were dead. The f i f t h  and s ix th  d iv is io n s  wore d estro y ed . Th E nglish  Army, 
however, was s tro n g ly  s itu :.te d  on th«- p la tea u  of l!ont 3 t .  Jean . Along the  oen tre  o f the  
e r e s t  o f  th is  p la teau  ran a deep d i tc h  or sunken ro ad , which was in v is ib le  to  the 
oneqy a t  even a  sh o rt d is ta n c e . T h is trench  o r  d itc h  conneotcd two Belgian v i l la g e s ,  
and was known as the hollo-* read  o f  O hsin . At c e r ta in  p laces along the route between 
h i l l s  i t  bcccmc a ra v in e . A l i t t l e  a f te r  four o’clook , the E nglish  l in e  f e l l  b a c k ,a l l  
a t  once, from tho p la teau  in to  the hollow . •"W ellington Is  r e t r e a t i n g . '  Napoleon 
shouted, as he h a lf  ra is e d  M a s e lf  In h is  s t i r r u p s ,  and w ith  the f la s h  of v ic to ry  in  
h is  cyos, he concluded to  complete .’e l l in g to n 's  supposed r e t r e a t  by on overthrow , and 
ho gave o rders fo r  h is  m agnificen t body of Cuirasodura to  eharge the  p la teau  o f !‘ont 
3 t .  Jeon . Canoleon had rv.de a  f a ta l  e r r o r .  Ho had fa ile d  to aoquain t h im self w ith  tho 
geography of the te r r a in  over which he fought.

There were 3500 g ig a n tic  men counted on co lo ssa l h o rso s , fo rc in g  26 squadrons. 
Tho whole of th is  GAv&lry, w ith ra ise d  swords, w ith standards f ly in g , charged across 
tho v a lley  in  which so many n tn  had f a l le n .  :.nd in  tho face of f le rc o  cannonading and 
tremendous c a n is te r  f i r e ,  tra v e rse d  tho b a t t l e f i e ld  l ik e  a f la s h ,  asoending the 
f r ig h t fu l ly  .xxudy In c lin e  of i'.ont 3 t .  Jcan . Behind the o re s t o f the p la te a u . In  a 
hollow , in  the shadow of a M iked  b a t te ry , th ir te e n  E nglish  squares wore w aitin g  w ith 
th e i r  rmsh tn ,  co ir., dumb and m o tio n less , fo r  what was coming. (Vo can sco Major Dewaon 
as a l ie u te n a n t in  one of theso E nglish  sq u a re s .)  Then appeared above the o re s t  a  long 
l i n t  o f ra ised  a rc s , b rand ish ing  sab row; a  sea o f h c lo c ts ;  a stormy bounding of h o rses: 
the e lang  o f c u ira s s e s , bugles and standards# and th ree  thousand deep-toned voices 
shouting "long l iv e  the Emperor." On reaching  the  top  of the o r e s t ,  a l l  a t  o n o c .h o rrlb lo  
to  r e l a t e ,  the C uirasacurs n o tic ed  between them and the E n g lish , an awful tre n c h . I t  
was the sunken road o f Obain. I t  n  a  h o r r ib le  moment; the ravine was th e re  a grave, 
yawning, unexpected, almost p ro c iu ito w s, beneath th e  horses f e e t ,  w ith  a depth o f 12 
foot o r more between i t s  two s id e s .  There was no p o ssib le  means of escap ing . The ranks 
behind th ru s t the  ranks in  f ro n t In to  th is  t e r r ib le  abyss. The horses re a red , f e l l  back, 
s lip p ed  w ith  a l l  fo u r f e e t  In the a i r .  Ken and horsos ro lle d  In to  the tren ch  p c l l - « c l l ,  
c rush ing  each o th e r ;  and when th i s  jruve was f u l l  o f l iv in g  men and h o rse s , the r e s t  
passed ovor. Thio coasenc-d the  lo ss  o f the b a t t l e .  3 ix ty  gun® and the th i r te e n  English  
sq uares, thundered sh o t and s h e l l  a t  the  C uirasacurs a t  po in t blank range. The 
C uirasscurs d id  no t have a  aooont f o r  r c f le o t io n ,  and rushed a t  the  E nglish  squares a t 
f u l l  g a llo p , w ith  hanging b r id le s ,  sabres in  th e i r  mouths, and p is to ls  In th e i r  hands: 
th o lr  horses rea red , leaped over the bayonets, and landed In tho cen tre  of four l iv in g  
w a lls . The aspect o f the combat was a p p a llin g . Both arm ies were n ea r exhaustion . At 
f iv e  o 'c lo e k , W ellington looked a t  h is  watch* and was heard to  o x c la in ,"3 lS ch cr or 
n ig h t .-  At th is  aor-ant a d is ta n t  l in e  o f  bayonets g lis te n e d  on the horizon : i t  was 
B lttcher. Th appe..roncc of a th i r d  army, w ith  e ig h ty -s ix  cannon thundortng a t  once; a 
new b a t t le  rushed a t  n ig h t f a l l  on the weakened French reg im ents. Tho whole E nglish  a r .7  
resumed the o ffen siv e  and pushed forw ard. The whole French army suddenly gave way on 
a l l  s id e s  In u t t e r  ro u t and confusion ; fr ie n d s  k i l l i n g  each o th e r , in  o rder to  escape; 
s o ld ie rs  unharness horses from caisons end escape on than; wagons overthrown block thu 
road: men orush each o th e r nd t r o p i c  over the dead and the l iv in g .  A m ultitude of 
40.000 men w ild w ith  t e r r o r .  Bo co rro d es, no of f lo o rs ,  no gonorals reco g n ised . A ll 
in d esc rib ab le  ro u t on; confusion . Amid th i s  f e a r fu l  convulsion , d ese rted  by the balance 
o f  the a rcy , the h roes o f  tw enty r i c t o r i o s , the  G renadiers of the Old Guard, w ith  
th e i r  t o l l  bocrsk lno , en tered  the b c t t l c f  e ld , shouting as they marched to  abso lu te  
death  and d is t r a c t io n ,  -Long Live the ~53p c ro r" . N apoleon's s ta r  roso a t  A u s tc r l l ta ;  

i t  s e t  a t  'a tc r lo o .

7 7 .



78ffo tc : 7h>- foregoing  .a c riT tio n  o f the B.-.ttli o f Waterloo lc fror. 
a. p k c .  o f  piano u u sio  c. '.Lid o lc o r /-  Last Charge" by 2 .T . Paul 1 . i t  lo 
ocxncthlng the. w rite r  fc. a 1 wars I lk - . to  read . T‘y f i r s t  acquaintance w ith  i t  and
w ith  the piccx of a u s lc  th a t  300s w ith  i t .  was in  1918. y g randnd thcr. Helen 
Jane SMrquEnd j tn i s o n .  was ? t a ; i r ;  w ith  us a t  our hoc* in  GrL'iSby, O. '- r i o .  I 
purchased 3 copy in  Ha. i : to n . l*y uranix>’.r.- r played i t  fo r  nc nony tim es. 1 wt= 
e ig h t .  .n . -y  bro*hcr w...-* th re e , she ua-..e to  '•V.aoy-oit'' w ith uo . In v ariab ly  
I would g e t her to  play ’.He p ian o . Cur piano *20 a f in e  bu t an c ien t Kcintn_an 
inotxuncr.t. To be e x a c t, th e re  «M  & sunber in sid e  i t  which showed th a t  i t  wot 

.. 562nG In s tro rx r t  caCt by i  :.r., . I t  -./as so lid  rosewood, and heavy
as le a d . I'y giY-.'.il". e th e r  ... :1c p i fo r  nc by the hour. She ;ilaycd be fu l ly
w ith no i s t a ’ . c , every note e x a c t, cvc-rr nuance p e r f e c t .  Sometimes she would 
p i ty  ao-etM ng th a t  brought h ac ; to h er c c n o r ic s , an she woulo s to p  w ith  a  te a r  
in  her eye . The ? i ro t  a t *‘ar teen  fought anf von. She had lo s t  b o th  her 
•ons in  i t  rnd r .10 o f her grandaous. She hnd paid ft heavy p rice  fo r the V ic to ry . 
go t.c ; I t  13 a lv  :'3 d i f f i c u l t  to  re c o n s tru c t the s to ry  o f the p a3 tj th e re  a rc  always 
c o n f l ic t in g  rc->ort3. I sr. In fe rre d  th a t  * a jo r  Dewoon was not p resen t r.t tho G reat 
B a ll .  K '.as cn duty w ith  the  arr-y in  the v ic in i ty  of 'Tfuatro 3ro.8, where the  nex t 
day " t l l i n r t o n  fou A t and .fe a tc  Hey. I 'r s .  Devaon. hovjovcr, a n y s  the r e p o r t ,  vas 
d e f in i te ly  - r - s e n t  a t  the  B a l l .  This wa3 qyiltc plucky of h e r , because tv o  nonths 
l a t e r  she _a7e b i r th  to  h . r  son. Charles F rederick  Dewson. I an a lso  u n c e rta in  
th a t  Dewsen • ea a . .a  ‘ . r  o f thosv ijg lis r . sq u a res . However, i f  he • is n o t ,  he was 
w ith a regim ent (the  3L*th) behind , aonewhat in  tho p o s itio n  w ith r c s jc c t  to  the 
E nglish  a n y ,  th a t the G renadiers o f the Cld Guard bore to  the Frenoh t r a y .  
g o t o  ilaToleon o u s t have been q u ite  s tu p id . He lo ts  Hey go on ahead, and l e t  the 
E nglish  know he i s  cordng. Thi3 g ives th en  tine- to send despatch r id e rs  to  BIHehor. 
’ifh y  d id  not Hey creep up on B russels in s tead  of rousing  tho whole c i t y  w ith h is  
con co n -fire2  He could have cade a p .a r l  Harbour of Bruoaola. The E nglish  so ld ie rs  
were a l l  a s lee p , nnd th e i r  o f f ic e r s  were a t a s ty l i s h  B a li .  The c i t iz e n s  o f B russels 
were non>. too f r ie n d ly  to the E nglish  e i t h e r .  I t  Is  a lso  sa id  th a t  napoleon could 
hard ly  s ta y  awake u rin g  the w orst f ig h tin g  a t  W aterloo.

l* jp a  j t m m  ngjnpjL
Major Devson was bom  a t  fo lvcrhaop ton , S ta f fo rd s h ire , England,7cb. 6, 1792. Ho 

bccaoc a L ieu tenant In the  /c s t  S ta ffo rd  Local H iM tia  under S ir  John '/ro th sb y , 
L t.-C o l.,  who recorx-.cndcd h ln  fo r  a co.i ls s lo n  in  the Bcgplar A rny .(F ttb lie Bccord 
O ffic e , Chancery Lane, London. U .C .2, Var O ffice Rcoord, 31/383) (The fo llow ing  
la rg e ly  froct 'J.O. 25-767). He beosoe an Ensign in  tho 35th Hegiraent "w ithout 
p u rch ase  O ct. 7 , 1813, and cobar’:ed fo r  Holland and Flanders Dec. 20, 1813. He was 
there t i l l  Feb. 6 , 1816. He served w ith  the  2nd B a tta lio n  of the 33th H c^isxnt under 
Lord Lyndock In Holland and a t  the Surrender o f  in  twerp in  1 8H . He vaa in  ac tio n  
a t  the B a tt le  o f  « uatre  ~ ra s . June 16, 1613. He was p resen t a t  the T a t t le  o f .s te r lo o , 
and nay po ssib ly  have be n In a c tio n . In /.ugust 1815, he appears a t  Bruges.
F lan d ers . He leave* the ec n .in en t Feb. 6 . 1816, and appears w ith  h is  reg iaen t 
tinder the Duke o f Bichnond In  June in  Southern I re la n d . Jben in  cocr.--r.nd o f a 
Detach-er.t o f  the 3^th Rvgirent in  as r.ttaok  o f ft nuuerous b a n d i t t i  In the woods of 
t t l lo u g h ra n , County 'ex fo rd , Irc.1. nd.JUne 2d, 1816, he apprehended th ree  p rln o i-ia l 
le a d e rs , a f t e r  haring  f i r e  o? th  sen  under h is  corroand wounded. For th i s ,  he 
received the approbation o f General Doyle, dated  C ionsel, T ip p era ry , June 27,1816, 
and the  thank* o f the in h a b ita n ts  o f  Ennis cor thy and T io in i ty , an of the Grand 
Jury  of County fexford, 1816, fo r h is  conduot on the  occasion . On Tunc 2*t, 1016, 
w hile in  a c tio n , he su ffe red  contusion  o f hi= r ig h t shoulder by a spen t sho t in  the  
woods o f  H il lc u jh ra s . County fexford . He was the re c ip ie n t o f thanks of the 
Cozens s i  oners o f Excise and Taxes in  Ire lan d  fo r  h is  very g a lla n t ar.d h igh ly  
c c r i to r io u s  conuuot on the 26th of Hovenber, 1B16, v h llc  ao tin g  under a Revenue 
O ffic e r  o t Eevtowr. B arry, County 'ex fo rd , to  which they added Ten Founds S te r l in g  
fo r  h is  own u s e .  one T reble 3ounty fo r  the s e n . vfhllc a t  E raiisecrthy , /exford ,

. 1617, h is  daugh ter. Mary Anne. va» b o ra . L abor. Sh boo he w ife o f 
Colonel George ^ -y le r  Ler.ison th  3econd of Rusholrac. Due to  h la  wound in  h is  
r ig h t shou lder, he and f .- i ly  re tu rn ed  to England, Ju ly  1817, anil took up residence 
in  ..a lts  a t  H obberatcnc, : ' i l f o r d  Hav^n, in  P eebrokesh ire . On Dec. 15, 1521, he 
appears >i;h h i-  wife j s ,L ch ild r-.n  - t  Braes tone H i l l ,  S t .  F i t t s .  S*.. H it ts  i s
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the Is la n d  o f 3 t .  C h ris to p h er, lr. the B r i t i s h  V est In d ie s---- one o f the Leeward
Is la n d s . Re remains th e re  t i l l  S e p t. 24. 1023. He a rr iv e s  in  Canada 12, 1027, 
and appears a t  K ingston, Upper Canada, one a t  Quebec, having r e v is i te d  England, 
ano having rece iv ed  "by exchange and w ithout purchase" a lieu ten an cy  in  the 3rd 
F oo t, da ted  O ct. 2, 1023, a  lieu ten an cy  in  th e  3rd V olunteer B a tta lio n , !’o r . 25,
1024, "w ithout paying th e  d if fe re n c e " , and a  lieu ten an cy  in  the 15th Foot.A pr. 9,
1825, "by t r a n s f e r ' .  Ho a lso  had become Q uarterm aster, in  th e  15th Foot, Aug. 3.
1826. He served  in  Canada f ro n  ! ay 12, 1627 to  Dec. 31, 1829. Ho regained  in  the 
array in  Canada, and r e t i r e d  on h a lf -a a y  th rough  i l l  h e a l th ,  Ju ly  1839 (.'.nay L is t ,  
1839). About 1833, the Dewsons took up residence a t  th e  Old F o r t ,  a t  T oronto .
About 1030, they novod to 3ond Head. O n ta rio .

l 'a jo r  Dewson served 7 y a a rs , 200 days abroad on f u l l  pay, 8 yoara 76 days 
a t  hone on f u l l  pay, and the rem aining t i r x  on h a l f  pay.

J 'a jo r Douaon m arried O ct. 23, 1811, E lis a b e th  K insey, a t  Vomboumo Church, 
'o lvo rhscp ton . The ceremony was p^rfon-cd by the C urate . Thoy had tho fo llow ing  
ch ild re n .

1 . A lfrod Kinsey Dowson.born J\»ly 26, 1812, b a p tise d  a t  Wolverhampton.
2 . E lisa b e th  Dewson, born Dec. 2, 1813, b a p tise d  Harwich, and l a t e r  Wolverhampton.
3 . Charles F rederick  Dewson, born Aug. 16, 1815, b ap tised  a t  Bruges, F landers and 

a t  H obberstone, H ilford-H aven.
4 . Kary Anno Dewson, born Hay 24, 1817 a t  V inegar H i l l ,  E nnisoorthy , Wexford, 

I re la n d , b a p tise d  a t  H obberstone, J 'ilfo rd -H tv c n , Pem brokeshire, V ales.
5 . Andrew George Dewson, bom  Oot. 22, 1822, b ap tised  a t  Bninstonc H i l l  or 

Burnstonc H i l l ,  S t .  K i t t s ,  Leeward Is la n d s , B r i t i s h  Vest In d ie s .
6 . JU lius Dewson, bora Ju ly  20 , 1825, b a p tis e d  a t  H obberstone, llilfo rd -H av cn .
7 . t la ro o lla , born JUly 24, 1827, b ap tised  a t  K ingston , Upper Canada and a t  Quebec.
8 . A delaide, born 3 c p t. 12, 1830, b a p tise d  a t  Quebec.
9 . Thomas Dewson, bora 1833, probably a t  the Old F o r t, York, Uppev Canada.

Of the above c h ild re n , i t  i s  w ith  Ilory Anne th a t  th is  reco rd  i s  c h ie f ly  conocrn td . 
Andrew George Dawson i s  s a id  to  have fought fo r  the South in  the American C iv il  
Y/ar. J u liu s  was a baohclo r. I o r c c l la  m arried  Rev. Joseph Gibson, f i r s t  R ector of 
3 t .  Anne's Church, T oronto . Her only son was drowned in  th e  R iver Humber. A delaide 
m arried John Wilson and had a  nunc reus fam ily . Thomas Dewson was manager o f th e  old 
3 t .  Lawrence Bank a t  B radfo rd . The S t .  Lawrence Bank was token over by the Standard 
Bonk, and th a t  in  tu rn  by our p rceon t Canadian Bank o f Commerce. Thomas m arried 
llary  Lynd, who is  a f f e c t io n a te ly  re fe r re d  to  by her n ieces  as "Aunt l la ry " . Hr*.
K. IToulton C lark  of 5 B in sca rth  Road, Toronto i s  a  niece of J!ary Lynd Dewson, being 
a descendant of the Lynds. I

I caused e. search  to  be made in to  th e  B p tioraal R e g is te rs  of tho C o lle g ia te  Church 
o f S t .  P e te r , Wolverhampton. This i s  what I  found. They a lso  inform me th a t  the 
place the o ld  records s p e ll  Hobberstone i s  to -d ay  sp e lle d  H ubbcrstonc. 
pate  oT_ Bapt i s a
Apr. 5, 1774, Joseph, son o f Benjamin and Sarah Dewson.
O ct. 15, 1775, lta ry , daughter of 3enjcnin  and Sarah Dewson.
Mar. 31, 1777, Benjamin, son o f " " "
Feb. 14, 1779, John, son o f " " "
J a n . 3 , 1781, Thomas, son o f " •  "
Dec. 2, 1789, John , son o f  " u "
Aug. 27, 1706, T ory, daughter of R ichard and Lydia Dewson.
Apr. 24, 1791, Irac lia , daughter o f John and l ’a rg a rc t t  Dewson.
O ct. 20, 1793, U a ria , daughter o f " " "
JUly 15, 1798, Ann, daughter o f  3en jan in  and Ann Dewson.
Deo. 30, 1798, Sarah , dcughtcr o f Joseph end Sarah Dawson.
Ja n . 28, 1799, H arg o re t, daughter of John and lu r g a r e t  Dewson.
A pr. 9, 1801, C a ro lin e , daughter o f  Josoph and 3arah  Dewson.
Apr. 9, 1801, S arah , daughter o f 3cn jca ln  and Ann Dewson.
Apr. 9, 1801, K a rc o lla , daughter o f  Benjamin and Sarah Dewson, (bora Kov. 9, 1792) 
O ct. 11,1602, Benjamin, son o f 3cnjanln  and Ann Dewson.



JUST A SCRAP 0? OLD PAPER
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J u s t  a  sc rap  o f o ld  p ap er, th«. above s l i p  was th e  o r ig in a l  one used  by tho 
c le rg y  to  p u b lish  the brums o f n rx rio g o  o f  Jerem iah Dewson end E l i sr.beth  
K insey. This I s  as nonr on accu ra te  fn o s in ilc  as I oca nrJcc.

R tv . V .3 . Bcthwr.y, B .A ., B .3 c ., Rar-1 Dern of T ry s u ll ,  end R cotor o f the 
P arish  o f ''ombourn, n t  Wolverhampton. S ta f fo rd s h ire ,  England, sen t nc the 
Above s l i p  of paper. Re s a y s :  M This s l i p  of paper I found by chr.net. I t  i s  
the o r ig in a l  b i t  o f paper used  in  1811 fo r  ;hc p u b lic a tio n  of tho brums by 
the o f f ic ia t in g  m in is te r .  U n fo rtu n -te ly , I  have been unab le  to  tra c e  any 
e n tr ie s  of the Kinsey o r  Dewson fa m ilie s  in  th e  Wonbourn r e g i s t e r s .  "

He enclosed a lso  a copy of the r r r r i  e e n try  from the P a r ish  R o i s t e r .  I t  
i s  worded th u s :
"Ho. 442.

Je re n ia h  Dewson o f th i s  p a r is h  rnd E lis a b e th  Kinsey o f th e  s rn c , nax ricd  • 
in  th is  Church by banns th is  tw e n ty -th ird  day of October in  the year One 
Thousand E ight hundred and eleven by nc

JwES B E Y ., C ura te .

Tho a a r r ia g e  was solem nised between u s .  JERS’.I^H DE./30K

SL15UBETH KIK3EY

In  the presence of

IVJTf 2..CL23

JOSIAH SADLER "
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Major Dcwaon's wifo was E lisa b e th  S in scy . above i s  the a rm o ria l Cor.t of 
th e  Kinaoy fam ily , d escrib ed  thus* a rd e n t , a  tower g u le s . C re s t——Out of 
the top  o f a tower g u le s , as  a m  enbowod, vested  v e r t ,  hand proper, 
ho ld ing  a spear in  f o s s e .  Motto* Quae t i b i  f i e r i ,  f a c ia s .  The above 
d es ig n , probably Chippendale, con ta in s m oh  gold ornam entation . The leaves 
a re  g reen , the flow ers w h ite , and the app les re d . The Dewsons were n o t, 
ns fo r  as I know, e n t i t l e d  to o rn o r ia )  b e a rin g s .

The motto:'Quc.o t i b i  v is  f i e r i ,  facias*  neons l i t e r a l l y  *’/ha t you want 
to be done fo r  your advantage, th a t  you must do ' or * The Lord helps th o se , 
who help  thomsolvcs (but Lord h e lp  those who g e t oought). (Vis i s  the verb , 
no t the noun: and t i b i  i s  an example of the d a tiv e  o f advan tage .)
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Feb. 13, 1903, Benjamin A f a r *  Dcwsoc, son o f Joseph and Sarah Dowson.
Feb. 13, 1803, Jo r e a l  ah« son o f 2cr.j " i n  -.r.d Sarah Dewson (born Feb. 6 , 1792).

Fran the ab o v e ,I t would appear th a t  f o r  sore reason or o ther they d id  no t b ap tise  
our Jerem iah R ilkes Dewson t i l l  1903. Could so f in e  and strong  a  s o ld ie r  in  l a t e r  
l i f e  have been a  s ic k ly  baby, th a t  could no t bo b a p tise d  t i l l  he was eleven? 
What was the reason? His s i s t e r .  J a r c e l l a ,  i s  born Nov. 9, of the soma year as 
h in s e l f . u n less  the da tes  ore in c o r re c t ,  which n ig h t very w ell be p o s s ib le . I t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  to  read records so o ld  and faded*.

Froo the Sonin lea  and P ro v in o la l^ ^ O n ta rio ^ Irc h iv ts*
Envelope:

Wood-rat postmark "Bond Head, U .C .. A pr.13, 1843. To Tho Honourable A .S J to rin , 
Commissioner o f Crown Lands, K ingston. J.V.Dewson, Bond Hoad, 13 Apr.1643,re sp e c tin g  
s c r ip  he I s  e n t i t l e d  to  fo r  n i l l t a r y  se rv ic e s .

L e t te r :  Bond Head, D is t r ic t  3 incoe(
S i r :  13th A p ril, 1043,

I had the honour to  apply to  70U on the 3rd of Deocmbor 1842, r e la t iv e  to  
£191.12.0 duo to  r© in  l ie u  0? a j^an t o f Land, fo r  which 1 requested  to  be allowed 
to  receive tho  suae in  S c r ip , which in  rep ly  you were p leased  to  in fons nc th a t ny 
l e t t e r  would be la id  before His Excellency the Governor General and C ouncil. The 
delay , 1 presume, was due to  the lamented i l ln e s s  of His E xcellency . Living a t  so 
g re a t a  d is tan ce  from the  s e a t o f Government, X have given a power of a tto rn e y  to  }*r. 
B o ll, Land Agent, to  pass the proper re c e ip ts  when the s c r ip  may be d e liv e re d . X 
should no t be so u rg e n t, but h a rin g  to  ay  fo r  some land, I on fe a r fu l  I s h a ll  lose 
the same w ithout im c d lo tc  payment.

X have- the honour to  bo,
3 i r ,  Tour Host Ob? S ervan t,

J.U.Dcwoon* la te  L ieu t. 15th Reg?
The l e t t e r  re fe r re d  to  above, was worded as follow s!

Bond Head, Co. Simooc,
S i r !  3rd December, 1842.

Having in  consequence of ny re tirem en t from Iler I ta je s ty 's  16th Begt 
become e n ti t le d ," u n d e r  the a u th o r ity  o f an o rd c r-ln -co u n c il of the 12th of l 'a r c h ,18407 
to  a rem ission in  l ie u  of Lands o f  i.180.0 .0  cu rrency , — out o f which, 1 paid  fo r  two 
sm all lo ts  in  the Township o f King end ' ’c a t Gwillimbury on the 7 th  A pril fo llow ing ,
£ 28 .8 .0  le av in g  a balance in  my favour o f  1161.12.0 Cy., nay I ,  th e re fo re , request 
you w il l  bo kind enough to  g ra n t nc s c r ip  to th a t amount, and forwarded to  me by p o s t. 
I t n i s t  the mode of a p p lic a tio n  i s  c o r re c t .

X hare the honour to be .
S i r ,  Tour Host Obedient Humble 3orvant,

J.W.Dewson, la te  L ieu t. & q fi l:£ 15th Reg?
A l e t t e r  to  Major-General S i r  George A rth u r, is  vordod by Ifcwson in  M s

own handw riting a lso  as fo llow s:
Toronto, 8 th  A pril 1840.

The Memorial o f  L ieu t, and Qr. ! las t e r  Sewson. H alf Pay. 15th Regiment o f Foot. 
Shcwvth—

That your M em orialist has resid ed  upon a fara in  the County of 3 iaeoc f o r  the 
p erio d  o f th ree  y to r s ,  w ith  upwards of One Hundred Acres o f  improvements— That your 
M em orialist has been allowed by the reg u la tio n s  a rem ission o f £180 .0 .0  Cy. in  the 
purchase of F ub lic  Lands, and hav ing  purchased Lot 3 in  the 1 s t Concession o f West 
Cwillim bury, and the south p a r t o f  3 in  the 11th Concession of Xing.

Tour M em orialist th e re fo re  prays Tewr Excellency and Gentlemen w il l  be p leased  
to  sonotion M s g e t t in g  the  u su a l Fater.t Deeds.

J.7.Dewson.
L ie u t .  & Q. l i t  H .P. 16th Foot.

On the reverse  aide o f  th i s  i s  w r i t te n :
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H iss II.K. Denison of Brampton has oc<cd some in te r - s t in g  f a c ts  about th e  Densons 
end D enisons. She say s:

Of course you know th a t  i ia jo r  Denson was a t  the F racas B a ll iiv e n  in  B russels 
by the Duchess of Richmond and Lennox on the. evening o f June 15 th , 1815. There was 
ano ther b a l l  given in  B russels a f t e r  the .j rn is t io e  in  1919, a t  which ay b ro th e r , 
th*. la te  Colonel 'Jr.I t e r  V/. D enison, was ^ re se n t.

You w i l l  a lso  have heard th a t  Jerem iah Dawson had a m in iatu re  of h in s e l f  pa in ted  
on ivory in  S ru s3 c l3 . l'any y ea rs  l r . to r ,  the well-known Toronto a r t i s t .  Burthen, 
used  th is  ivory m in ia tu re  as a ijuide ir. p a in tin g  fo r  the fam ily  th ree  p o r t r a i t s  of 
Devfson. (They were la rg e  ones in  o i l s .  One hangs a t  Rusholnc; one i s  owned b y . x s .
••• Woodburn Langrm ir; one hy I r o .  ' / a l t e r  f .  Denison; and one by l x .  u n is o n  Brock of 
London, In : la n d .  ) ....................................................

The l i t t l e  .j ig lic a n  Church a ttended  by the Juwsons in  the Township o f  ca t 
Gwilllmbury i s  th e  one on the n o r th  side  o f  th -  highway running betw-en Bradford end 
Bond Head, which has now been c lo sed  fo r  a good number of y e a rs , b u t which was 
re -sh in g le d  recc: t l y  by someone in te rc  te d  in  i t s  p re se rv a tio n .

! . r s .  Kenneth Holmes of Bond Head 9 : . j 3  th a t  she and h e r  b ro th e r , l x .  Slwc.ll 
KacKay, were born on Lot No. 1, North h a l f  of the 4 th  Concession o f ./eat C w illinbury . 
The .ac ays bought th e i r  farm from the Dotsons rvany years ago . The farm i s  about 
two and a h a l f  m iles sou th  o f  Bond Head on th e  c a s t  side  o f Highway Ho» 27.

!!rs Benje in  3ownnn, dr.u h tc r  o f the In to  C en tra l S co tians Denison, has the 
fo llow ing fond ly  mementoes m ong many o th e rs :

1 . .. commission o f J e r tn ia h  V ilh cs Dewson b ea rin g  the o r i ' i n n l  s l^ n e tu r -  of 
His M ajesty S ing  George I I I .

2* f. commission o f 3 ep tin u s J u liu s  o ig u s tu s  Denison b ea rin g  the o r ig in a l  
s ip ia tu r c  o f Queen V ic to r ia ,

3 . The French V alen tine  which ..unt H illy  (3 - i ly  .-nnc rinn Denison, w ife of 
C ol. R.B.Denison) or.ee trad ed  to  r.cr g ran d fa th e r (C ol. G.T. Dcnlcon the 3econd) 
fo r  a B ib le .

4 . The p en c il sketch  o f E s th e r Borden L irp in c o t t .
5 . The faid ily  coat-of-anr.5  w ith  the Cross of 3 t .  y.ichncl ar.d 3 t .  George 

dep io ted  as hanging f re e  a b lue ribbon from behind the sh ie ld  end ap ca rin g  below 
the m otto-w reath . (In  h e ra ld ry , a  nan i s  e n t i t l e d  to d isp lay  a d eco ra tio n  of the 
im portance o f a C.I’.G ., in  a  p a in tin g  of h is  persona l co a t-o f-c rre s ,)

The w r i te r  possesses the L ip p ln co tt Family i b l e .  I t  i s  the one they  c a r r ie d  
w ith  then  when they came to  Canada as U nited B ap irt L o y a lis ts .  I t  i s  the Ting Jar.es 
V ersion . I t  was x in te d  a t  Oxford, by Thooas H askell, F r in to r  t s  the U n iv e rs ity , 
1755 (F rice  3ix  S h illin g s  Unbound). I t  i s  bound in  le a th e r ,  nd th -  f ly - le a v e s  
con ta in  o n tr ie s  of b i r th s  m arriages and dea.ha in  th -  handw riting  o f  Captain 
L irp in c o tt  and o th e r s .

FJ'.ILY ! H U  7013

Caused . J l  The Trouble
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Crown Lands O ffioo ,

Toronto, 3C A p ril ,  164C.
1 see no o b jec tio n  to  the p ray er o f  the p e t i t io n e r  being complied w ith , he 

h arin g  resid ed  fo r  sev era l years  In the County and being now re s id e n t upon a f a r e  in  
the Hone D is t r i c t ,  which hi- purchased fo r Four Hundred Pounds,

B.'7. S u lliv a n .
In  Council 2nd Kay 1840,

Bocoamcndodt R.’.f .3 u lliv a n .

a g w s  y p g . j f ^ m m r g .  i e e
c g r i s s i o r a  J t  jm s ik  m  1

The fo llow ing a r .  from the Dominion A rchives, Ottawa, from th e i r  "C" 3 e r io s , the 
numbers r e fe r  to  pages th e re in :

DSWSOB. J c rc s la h. *1 lk c s . Li c u t . and Qsar t e g a s t c r ^ l Sth. R e^ jn en t:
To L t.-C o l. C ra ig . S o l ic i ts  h is  in flu en ce  w ith  Lord Aylmer fo r  appoin tnent as I v m  
M ajor, S ingston  Ja n . 28, 1832 C 842, p.10

To L t.-C o l. Clegg, s o l i c i t s  h is  in flu en ce  w ith  Lord Aylmer re Town U ajor appointm ent, 
?cb . 6. 1832 C 842. pp .0 , 12.

To L t.-C o l. Clegg, W ill r e t i r e  on h a lf-p a y , i f  appointed P o rt A djutant a t  Cotcau- 
du-Lae Caap, 3 t .  H e le n 's . S ep t. 9, 1832 C 842 p.36

Dewson os o an iid a tc  fo r  ap p o in tsen t in  Royal Canadian Regiment recommended by 
S ir  B.D. Jackson, Ja n . 23, 1841. C 769. pp. 41, 43.

Kany o th er re feren ces a re  g iven , but th e se  seemed the most im portant to  mo.

a a so g  ir tks hsmujop of w ? ie tm J W  XV T W
Col. George Taylor Denison the Third in  h is  book "3 o ld ic r in g  in  CanadA", page 23. 
says:

Hy m aternal g ran d fa th e r, the l a te  l a jo r  Dewson, who had sorvod in  the Waterloo 
campaign In the 33th Regiment o f foo t under the Duke of Richmond, and who had only 
so ld  out of the a my about a year before-, had s e t t le d  on a farm n ea r Bond Head,about 
fo r ty  m iles n o rth  o f  T oronto. Tho news of the R ebellion  sproad through the coun try , 
and tho farm ers, w ithout w a itin g  fo r  o rders o r appeals fo r h e lp , Irsacd iatcly  s c a t 
word in  o v e r / d ire c tio n  fo r a l l  ab le-bod ied  sen  w ith  any arms they could g o t. to  
ga ther a t  the v illa g e  o f B radford, where, in  a  day or two, over s ix  hundred lo y a l 
men mustered to  uphold the c o n s t i tu t io n . They e le c te d , K&Jor Dewson, oy g ran d fa th e r, 
to  command them, and as soon as they were organized and had arranged fo r  food, e t c . ,  
they  cocccnccd the march down Tonge S tre e t  to  T oronto . They hod a rr iv e d  w ith in  scoc 
m iles o f Callows R i l l ,  when they  met a cumber o f  fu g itiv e  reb e ls  f ly in g  f re e  th a t  
p la c e . They oaptured some p r iso n e rs  and. ty in g  than to g e th er w ith  plou£> l in e s ,th e y  
brought then  on to  Toronto and surrendered  them to  S ir  F rancis Hoad, the Governor, 
who gave the m isguided men a  s te m  le c tu re  and re leased  then , and to ld  then  to  go 
to  th e i r  homes and be lo y a l i s  the  fu tu re .

A fte r the  R eb ellio n , George Cornett was appoin ted  to  make a survey o f Southern 
O n tario , and sub tilt a rep o rt to  the Honourable John Kacaulcy a t  Government Bouse 
as to  who had regained  lo y a l and who hud n o t,  and woo s t i l l  to  be d is t r u s te d .  To 
make th is  survey, ho took w ith  him a detachment o f 15 of Captain D enison 's Dragoons, 
and fe a r  sp e c ia l c o n s ta b le s . Colonel Ceorge Taylor Denison the Second, then  a young 
law yer, newly c o lle d  to  tho b u r, was anxious to become one o f the p a r ty .  He was 
p a r t ic u la r ly  in te re s te d  as i t  a ffo rd ed  him another opportun ity  o f  v i s i t in g  Bond Heed, 
O ntario . The a t t r a c t io n  in  Bond Head, as the love ly  " I s s  Kary Anne Dewson, to  whom 
whom he had be cone engjujod seme f iv e  y ea rs  e a r l i e r .  He had promised to  a r ry  h er os 
soon as ho was c a lle d  to  tho t * r .  This had Just happened, and ho wished to  inform her 
o f  i t ,  and arrango fo r th e i r  wedding, which occurred in  3 t .  James' C athedral about
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a month I n te r .  George Denison and Gumett lodged ftt l i j o r  Dewson*s hone In  Bond Head
during  th e  i t i n e r a r y .  G unett made h ie  re p o r t  in  the t o r r .  o f  a  l e t t e r  da ted  a t  Toronto
Nor. 24, 1650. I t  la  too long to  g iac  h e re , but hero arc scoc ln to rc a t in g  excerpt*  
from i t :

A rthur  ^Armstrong: The peraon who i s  a u th o r! te d  to  r a i s e  on independent company 
a t  Lloydtown. Ho la  a re s id e n t of* and has a f a n  in  the township o f  K ing. Re la  on
Irishm an, and a lo y a l man. A* Hia E xcellency la  probably acquain ted  w ith  Armstrong,
i t  nay no t bo ncoossary to  d esc rib e  him f u r th e r .

Prom Lloydtown vie proocodod to  th e  T illag e  of Bend ITcad in  Vest G w illiabury .o  
d is tan ce  o f 9 m ile s , where we renained  d u rin g  the n ig h t .  (They stayed  a t  Major 
Dewson’ e h o u se .) Should E is  Excellency th in k  proper to  appo in t a  M ag is tra te  h e re . I 
would r e s p e c tfu l ly  recommend the nase o f  Jo e l P lcshcr Robins on, an Englishm an, a 
m erchant, a  lo y a l and se n s ib le  nan , o f cone I tra b lc  p ro p erty  about Bond Read, and 
a lso  in  th e  neighbouring  T illa g e  o f B radford . I n ig h t a lso  n cn tlo n  the name o f Major 
Jerem iah / l l ftce Pewsop. who has a  farm and re s id e s  in  th e  neighbourhood.

Major Dewoon and Mr. Robinson informed me th a t  a  man caned 3torcnaon had come 
In  th e re  the day previous in  some alarm , and coap laincd  th a t  the re b e ls  were ho ld ing  
mooting* tw ice a week a t  a  School House on th e  Penttonpxisheno Road.

Colonel Georg© T aylor Denison the Second and Kary Anne Dewson wero m arried  a t 
S t ,  James* C a th ed ra l, T oronto , D ee.11, 1858. The IX. Isons had been a m il i ta ry  
fam ily , and th is  m arriage to a daughter o f so f in e  a s o ld ie r  as Major Devson seems, 
accord ing  to  the unchanging laws o f h e r e d i ty , to  hare rc - in fo rc c d  th is  p ropensity  
fo r  prowess in  th in g s m il i ta ry  in  a l l  the sons o f  th is  m a rr iag e . Mary Anne Dewson 
has th e re fo re  been termed " th e  mother o f s o ld lo r s " .  Of h er seven se n s , s ix  ©f them 
boro area fo r  th e i r  soT ercign , a record  h i th e r to ,  unequalled  in  Canada. In  w r i t in g  
the b io g rap h ica l a ':e tches o f h e r sons in  h i s  book "Canadian Biography4! George 
Maclean Rone, T oronto , Fob. 1686, has th is  to  say about th eso  Denison*• Z have taken 
the l ib o r ty  of changing the wording somewhat. Rosa say s:

To theso who th in k  of the law o f  h c ro d lty , th e re  is  probably  in  Canada no aoro 
n o tic eab le  in itan o e  o f i t s  co n tin u ity .(T h an  the Canadian P ioneer Denison Rusholaic 
Branch In p a r t i c u la r . )  "The c h i ld  la  f a th e r  o f the non**. as rordsw orth sa y s , bu t the 
o h ild  I s  t*'.c son o f i t s  fa th o r  as  w e ll ,  and th e  leadings and temperament s to re d  up in  
a fam ily  seen , w ith  occasional lap ses  and v a r ia t io n s ,  to  be as su re ly  tra ra m ltto d  
from fa th e r  to  son , as the lineam ents o f  form and fa c e . This low of h e re d ity  i s .  
perhaps, more u n d ev ia tin g  in  fa m ilie s  o f m il i ta ry  d is p o s it io n  than in  any o th e rs .
The o rg an is in g  f a c u l t i e s ,  the in s t ln o t  o f obcdlcnoo and o f oocnond, and the toughness 
and endurance in sep arab ly  a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  m il i ta ry  c h a ra c te r ,  are  not le s s  l ik e ly  
to  bo tran sm itte d  than moro ir re g u la r  and Im pressionable q u a l i t i e s .  G enius, i t  i s  
s a id ,  i s  no t h e re d i ta ry :  and , l im it in g  th i s  te rn  s t r i c t l y  to  the c re a tiv e  mind, in  
th e  id e a l w orld o f poetry  and a r t ,  the saying I s  a  c o rre c t one. B ut, in  the wldor 
accep ta tio n  of th e  te n s , i t  a p p lie s  to  sp e c ia l a b i l i t y  in  o th e r  spheres o f  m ental 
a c t iv i ty ,  and, In th i s  se n se , i t s  appearance may reasonab ly  be looked fo r  in  a 
fam ily d is tin g u ish e d  fo r  g en e ra tio n s by a p a r t ic u la r  t e s t e .  That I t  I s  possessed by 
these  Denisons, w il l  no t be denied by any Canadian who is  proud o f h is  country’ s 
advancement, and o f the In te l lo o tu a l  achievements o f her so n s . The la to  momentous 
re b e ll io n  in the N orth-w est has d isp e lle d  the in d iffe re n c e  w ith  which many Canadians 
looked upon th e i r  o l t ix e e - s o ld io r s :  and I t  i s  now seen how o ich  the Dominion ou ts  to 
non who, in th e  face o f  apathy , and even r id ic u l e ,  kept a l iv e ,  o f te n  a t  th e i r  own 
oxpense, th a t  v o lu n tee r o rg an isa tio n  which saved the Dominioc in I t s  hour o f p e r i l .

E oto : F rac V .„ .S tew a rt, L ib ra r ia n , The Royal Canadian M il i ta ry  I n s t i t u t e :
"The commanding o f f ic e r  o f the main p o rtio n  o f  the Slncoe M i l i t i a  was Jerem iah 
'./likes Dewson. He was g aze tted  a  Major o f an Inco rpo ra ted  Regiment, and afterw ards 
he ld  the rank o f Colonel in  the Slncoe K l l i t l a .  He d ied  in  rest G w illla b iry  Township 
Aug. 29, 1862.**
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V L S I  .JOTS (SBI8QV) 2EKIS0K 
THE MOTHER OF 30LDIER3

Mr. Notnan and H r. F rase r would both  be very angry w ith  the w r i te r  i f  they knew 
th a t  he had done th is  to  th o i r  love ly  photograph o f Mary :ju ic . Howevor both  
these faaous photographers o f  Toronto and M ontreal arc now long sinoe d ep a rted .

r

This was her s ig n a tu re  
BEFORE she n a r r io d .

A l . a k u j .

s

This was her s ig n a tu re  
.'.STER she n a r r io d .

H otice how s l ig h t  tho change.
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He wnu educated s t  U^per Canr£n C o l l c c ,  s tu d ie d  law, sn -  wrvs c ll».d to  th e  bar 
cj-oaud 1639. .J th cu # >  a  l^wy^r by p ro fe ss io n , the en e rg ies  o f M s l i f e  vere devoted 
to  the v o lu n tee r s e rv ic e .  Xn 163? be served r.t the B '.t t lc  c f  3 1 low 's H i l l ,  and the 
w in te r naroh  to  3ootlond V illa g e . In  the 3elgc o f  Rr.vy Is la n d  he too': a  prorUnent 
p r .r t, and was ono o f the o f f ic e r s  *»ho obtained  th . ln fo rrv .ticn  < ic'-. lei to the 
onnturc of the a ten n er C a ro lin e . In  1838 he beenre r. licu.tcn.-nt in  th e  Oovemor- 
Gcnorr.l'o Body Guard, and in  1846 obt'-ined  the oofr nd o f i t .  In  1033 he too* c m  
ao tiv o  p a r t In o r -a n la in ?  the n i l i t i a  under the new law phased th a t  y ea r, which was 
th e  foundation o f  the p resen t n i  l i t  try  s y s te r  o f  Crnadfe.  3 -  breu.-ht r. stjiodron of 
cav a lry  in to  th e  new fo rc e , *nd sh o r tly  a fte rw ard s  organized  th e  Toronto F ie ld  
B a tte ry , and In  1860, a t  the req u est o f S ir  Sdrnnd Read, he or.-nnised  th e  Queen's 
Own B if le 8 , end was appo in ted  th e  eor. u d rn t o f the T o lun tecr Force o f th .  5 th  raid 
10th n i l i t r . r y  d i s t r i c t s .  He wr.s - is e tte u  to  the r  -it*: o f  f u l l  co lo n e l in  O ot. 1860, 
and frev th a t  t in e  he was the sen io r o f f ic e r  In the F rovince of O n ta rio . Ee nay 
f a i r l y  be considered  the founder o f the v o lu n te e r  fo rce  in  Toronto* having organised  
the cav a lry , in fa n try  /usd r i f l e s .  Et was fo r  any y ea rs  an alder-*-n fo r  3 t .  P atrick*o  
ward in  T oronto , was v ic e -p re s id e n t o f th e  Tor \  P io n ee rs , and fo r  m j  y ea rs  a 
nenber o f the 3ynod o f  the Church o f  H ralead .

golppcl. Geor& TtjlorJ X n i  aop, gccond of ftipb-Mric.

V * X . *» ie§a
The above d a te  was an unhrppy one fo r  the Denison*. I t  was the --tc of an 

h io to r io  tragedy in the fa n ily  c i r c l e .  There were two b ro th e rs — John Der.ison, 
fo u r te e n , and C harles Le6 l io  Dvnioon, ju s t  tw elve. They wcr«. f a s t  chune. 3oth were 
a t te n d in ’;  Upper Canada C o llege . One o f then had been £ iTca a  r i f l e  fo r  C h ris tn n s ,
A ll bad'iln..- s o ld ie rs  r a n t  inow how to handle a  r i f l e .  This day they  brought beese 
fro n  school w ith  then  se v e ra l chuns, j o t  th e  r i f l e ,  and to  s u i t  the chuit3 were 
fo o lin p  w ith  i t .  I t  was the o ld  s to ry  * " I  d id  no t ’mow i t  was lo ad ed " . They had a 
l iv o ly  t in e  o u ts id e  p lay in g  a t  cowboys and Ind ians o r w hatever 0 »  o f  a s im ila r  
n a tu re  boys in  thoso days used to  p la y . They would t-.be a  bead on each  o th e r  and 
p u ll  the t r ig g e r  *o lic h * . A ll went w e ll .  Kothing hr.rpcned-~-.int 11 C harles p o in ted  i t  
a t  h is  b ro th e r  John . The b e a s t ly  th in g  went o f f ,  f a t a l ly  wounding John. Charles was 
heart-b ro k en  a t  th is  t e r r ib l e  th in g  th a t  had happened. The f a n i ly  hod a d i f f i c u l t  
t in e  w ith  h in , os he would n o t re tu rn  to  sch o o l. His e ld e r  b ro th e r . C o l. George T. 
Denison th e  3eeond. then n an  c f  a f f a i r s  nnd l-.wyer o f th i r ty - s e v e n ,  d id  xich, to  get 
C harles to  go back to  sch o o l. The f i r s t  day bach a t  school on c a l l in g  the r o l l ,  ono 
o f th e  r a s t e r s  re ra rh ed  to  C h a rle s ,T .o tc  you been on any ts in t ln j  expedition*  la to ly ? "  
That d id  I t :  C harles rushed fro n  th e  roor: In  te a r s  and ra n  hone. He re fu sed  to  re tu rn  
to  sohool. H is fa th e r  and h is  e ld e r  b ro th e r , both  c a lle d  Gcor o , were fu r io u s .  The 
e ld e r  Gcorpx* to ld  th e  younger to  go down to  th a t school and thorou ;hly th ra sh  th a t  
r a s t e r .  3o George the 3econd went down to the sch o o l, and c r  vet*, m  audience w ith  the 
B asto r in  q u es tio n  in  the sohool o f f i c e .  When they were bo th  in  the o f f ic e ,  he locked 
th e  door, put the bey in  h is  pocket, and exp la ined  th a t  he had been se n t to  th ra sh  
h in . He g a t e  h in  a  trenendous ber.ting-up w ith  h is  f i s t s ,  unlocked th e  door, and 
threw the n a t t e r  out in to  th e  n id d lc  o f the h a l l  to  th e  g re a t . / u s e n s t  o f a l l  the 
p u p ils  who had gathered  upon h ea rin g  the f r a c a s .  The r a s t e r  had two b lach  eyes, a 
bloody noso and a to rn  s h i r t .  George d id  no t have a  rarJc on h ir .. His h a i r  was searoo ly  
r u f f le d .  Ho s a id , "There you a rc ,  boys. Tahe h in  aw:vy." ’."hcrcujxn fcv. c.dc a  .gesture 
of w iping o f f  h is  hands, and rarohed  o u t, proud th a t  the f a n i ly  honour had been w ell 
upheld . George was ohnrpvd w ith  a s s a u l t ,  and found c  . b a t the p i p i l f  a? Upper 
Canada C olle  c c'JK  forw ard and paid  h is  f in e  fo r  h ie ,  "because he had done a  rood 
Job". The r a s te r  was subsequently  d is n ls s e d . C harles Xc l a t e r  l i f e  tins appointed 
oupemuj-.crary co rne t in  the G.G.B.G., O ct. 18, 1056, c o m e t ,  June 19, 1851, l l c u t . ,  
IX-c. 6 , 1861, r e t i r e d  ~ug. 25, 1865. '-u p h t in  the . .  c r ic a n  C iv il '.\*r. being
nnroonud behind cneny l in e s .  He rode h is  horse a l l  n i h t  t i l l  I t  f re p -v 4 dead. Re 
then trodod h is  f in o  cav a lry  bootc* to  a negro fo r  a  r u l e .  The co loured  r%ntlcjaan ®Md 
in h is  slow southern  d raw l, a f t e r  the b arg a in  had been se a le d ," T iu t r u le  shore an 
•  low, yuh shore rode a  bod b a rg a in ."  C harles r e p l ie d , "Ok. t ' s  a l l
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;.bovc l» C harles L eslie  Denison*s residence in  the V illage o f Sroo!cton. which 
15 now p o r t of the C ity  o f T oronto . This is  ;is i t  is  to -d ay . I t  s trn d s  on D a f f t r i r  
3 t r c e t ,  opposite  the Secto ry  of 3 t .  _nn*s Church. Tror. i t s  f ro n t door £wy he seen 
thi rea r of 3 t .  . j w ' s  . n H e r e  Church.

Charles L eslie  Denison f o u ^ t  fo r th». 3outh in the  .«ac: icon C i r i l  '.far* I t  sccna 
th a t  he was in  the South when t h .  v i r  broke o u t. ..a he was a  fo re ig n e r , a Canadian, 
the  Confederate ^ rsy  suspected  h ln  as a K orthem  3py. I t  i s  a lso  sa id  th a t  they  
gwrc h ie  the opportunity e i th e r  of Jo in ing  up or being sho t aa a spy. He proferrod 
to jo in  the Confederate ~mjy. He was a tta c h ed  to General G reen 's C avalry , in  which 
he ro3t to  the ra n i  of ^'nlor. " .* v-

.  >

bi ® % • *. • • »* » J ««-
ii*e JboTC house i*C3 brick* l a t e r  .wanted CTcr. 71-re  was a  waacln. s ta ir c a s e  

inside*
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r ig h t ,  John, your fo c t  a rc  too d—  M g fo r  those shoe* ." The no^ro ro p lio d , .
"Sure enough, Bobo, bu t I  can g e t tw enty bucko caoy f o r  don shoes, one the o le  n u lc  
she a in ’ t  w orth mo' 'n  ten."O n th e  old  n u lo , C harles L es lie  Denison got back to  h is  
own troops w ithout be ing  captured*

m  m o w : ' x m w ?. s q $ s

£olone! George y a y l o r Denieon th e  Thi rd  of Heydon V illa

Tho most famous member of our Canadian P ioneer Denison Family was undoubtedly 
Colonol George Taylor Denison th e  T h ird , u su a lly  described  as "o f Hoydon V il la " .  
Although he has been dead a goodly number of years now, I  f in d  th a t  in  Toronto h is  
memory i s  s t i l l  green to -d a y . Many t in e s  I  h a te  been asked i f  I were re la to d  to 
" th e  Toronto D eniaons". I  havo made i t  a  p o in t to  f in d  ou t which p a r t ic u la r  Denison 
tho quoationor had in  mind. In  almost every ea se , I found th a t  i t  was Colonel G.T. 
tho T h ird . From th is  f a c t ,  I  would suggest th a t  h ie  name i s  symbolic o f th e  wholo 
fam ily  and synonymous w ith  i t .

His o u ts tan d in g  m il i ta ry  tu rn  o f mind was n o tic e a b le  from e a r ly  boyhood. At 
f i f t e e n  he was a co m et in  th e  Dragoons; a t  seven teen , c  l ie u te n a n t;  a t  tw enty , a 
m ajor; a t  tw enty-seven a l ie u te n a n t-c o lo n e l.  He wroto o f  h im self th a t  he was "tho  
youngest c o rn e t, l ie u te n a n t ,  c a p ta in , m ajor, and lie u te n a n t-c o lo n e l in  Canadian 
C avalry". Hone has oomc forward to  r e fu te  th is .F o r  the fo r ty - th re e  years between 
1854 and 1898, he was con tinuously  in  the se rv ic e  of th e  Queen.

V/hon i t  cane to  th in g s  m il i ta ry ,  he was always nheed o f  h is  t i n e .  Tho e a r l i e s t  
inatanco  o f t h i s ,  was a pamphlet pub lished  in  1861, in  which ho p ro d lc tc d  the 
Fenian Raid which did  no t occur t i l l  f iv e  years l a t e r .  In  many eases h is  own country  
wao tho l a s t  to  le a rn  the wisdom o f h is  id e a s , o f te n  a f t e r  they  had experienced  the 
enemy u s in g  ag a in s t them the very nothode th a t  he had so e a rn e s tly  advocated th a t  
h ia  own country  use  ag a in s t the enemy, but a l l  to  no a v a i l .  Ho was a p r o l i f i c  a u th o r . 
Ono o f h is  books ho wrote in  a co n te s t w ith  a l l  the known w rite r s  on n i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  
in  every country  o f th o  w orld . The grand p r is e  was a thousand roub les o ffe re d  by the 
Caar o f R ussia fo r  the w o rld 's  b e s t  book on C avalry . Colonol George Denison won i t .  
This book, "Modem Cavalry? pub lished  in  1870, became tho tex tbook  o f a l l  th e  lead ing  
m il i ta ry  schools o f tho w orld.

For more than fo r ty  y e a rs , he was P o lic e  M ag istra te  o f  T oronto . He always walked 
from h is  home, Heydon V i l la ,  to  the C ity  H all every working-day m orning. Be never 
ever accep ted  "a  l i f t "  to  tho C ity  H a ll , or proceeded th o rc  by o th e r  means than h is  
own le g s . In c id e n ta l ly ,  he was never la te  once— a grand roco rd .

Ho was a staunch advocate o f Im peria l U n ity , and was in te n se ly  lo y a l to  tho 
B r i t i s h  Throne and a l l  th in g s  fo r  which i t  s to o d .

Ho loved h is  homo in  T oron to , the hone o f  h is  a n c e s to rs , and in  h is  w ritin g s  
r e f e r s  w ith  a f fe c tio n  to " th o  g rea t tr e e s  under which he playod as a boy.' Like h im se lf, 
most of those  tr e e s  arc gone now.

He was c a lle d  to  the b ar in  1861. He was an alderman fo r  3 t .  P a t r ic k 's  '.ford, 
T oronto , on tho  C ity  C ouncil, from 1865 to  1867.

Ho sorved a t  the Penian R aid , 1866, coceaanding o u tp o sts  under M ajor-General S ir  
Garnet Wolsoloy ( a f te r  whom he named one o f h is  so n s ) . In  1872, he co n tested  Algoma 
in  the F ederal F le c tio n s  but was d e fea ted . In  1065, he served  a t  the Worth Vfest 
R eb e llio n .

Among h is  l i t e r a r y  works a re  included th e  fo llow ing ; "Manual o f O utpost D u ties" , 
T oron to ,1866; "H isto ry  o f the Penian R a id " , Toronto, 1866; "Modern Cavalry" London, 
England, 1068, t r a n s la te d  in to  Goman, ikm ich , 1869, t r a n s la te d  in to  R ussian,
3 t .  P e te rsb u rg , 1072, t r a n s la te d  in to  H ungarian, 3udapoat, 1880. His "H isto ry  of 
Cavalry" was a lso  t r a n s la te d  in to  th ese  th re e  languages, and p o ss ib ly  o th e rs . 3csldcs 
tho C sa r 's  p r ie o , Lord IX ifforin p resen ted  h ie  w ith  a bronto  medal 'h o n o ris  c a u s a '.
Ho v io lto d  S t .  P e te rsb u rg , and was p resen ted  to  tho C tar and C sa rin a . He a lso  wroto 
"S o ld ie rin g  in  Canada", and "R eco llec tions o f  a P o lice  - la g is t r a te " . He was p res id en t 
o f the E nglish  l i t e r a t u r e  s e c tio n  o f the Royal S ocie ty  o f  Canada.

In  a l l  h is  yoars on the bench, no word o f scandal ovor tondod to  shake pub lic  
oonfidcnco in  tho c o u r t .  P carleas  and im p a r t ia l ,  ho was never o ffoo ted  by improper 
in f lu e n c e s . Ho was M ag is tra te  fro n  1877 to  1921.
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£V c
Winnor of tho  Csar ' s  P r is e

His orovming achievement was M o w inning o f th e  C s a r 's  p r is e  of one thousand 
roub les fo r  the b ea t work on m il i ta ry  o p e ra tio n s  on horaebaok in  a l l  ages o^d lan d s . 
The com petition was open to  o f f ic e r s  of a l l  n a t io n a l i t i e s  and the Colonel reso lved  to 
e n te r  the l i s t s .  The work was to  be done in  two and one h a lf  years and to  be w ritte n  
in  the Russian language. The wa; in  which the Colonel so t about th i s  g ig a n tic  ta sk  
was c h a r a c te r i s t ic  of M s indom itable energy* He was a b le  to  read  only French and 
E n g lish , so he engagod a t r a n s la to r  in  Hew York, sen t an agent to  London fo r  a l l  books 
r e f e r r in g  to  cav a lry  and se t to  work.

For two years he worked e ig h t hours a day on h is  cherished  th e se , in  a d d itio n  to 
managing h ia  own law business a t  th a t  tit le  a  s u b s ta n t ia l  one. O ften during  th is  period  
ho would hear the town clock ch ine s ix  a . n . ,  and by th a t  t in e  have a lread y  ju t  in  two 
hou rs ' hard  work. In  these  two y ea rs  he waded through 700 volumes. n o a tly  in  fo re ig n  
tongues, and f in a l ly  spent the l a s t  two months in  S t .  P e te rsb u rg . When th e  m anuscript 
was tr a n s la te d  in to  Russian by sonc seventeen c o p y is ts , he was one of th ree  out of 23 
com petito rs who sen t in  completed books. He ev en tu a lly  c a - tu rc d  f i r s t  p r i s e ,  a  triumph 
which was c ro w ed  by a sp e c ia l p re se n ta tio n  to  th e  C ta r.

L  lo c a l ch a ra c te r  once s a id :  ' I f  I 'n  in n o e e r t, I  want to  go befo re  the C olonel; 
bu t i f  th ey 'v e  got the 'goods ' on me, give nc a ju ry  every  tim e."

/. newspaper c lip p in g  says o f C ol. D enison: He wrote ns he ta lk e d  w ith  a c a p ita l  
" I " ,  But i t  was the p leas in g  one in fo rm ative egotism , void o f b o a s tin g  and exaggeration  
which ca p tiv a to s  in s tead  o f o ffe n d s . Cod, i t  seemed, had given him a  long l i f e  to 
provo h is  fo re c a s ts  by th e  course o f ev en ts .

i .  newapa.cr c l ip p i-g  sa y s : C ol. Denison and h is  b ro th e r walked from P a r is  to 
Chalons and thence to  B russe ls  in  1868in o rd e r to  see more of the country  where Hn olcoi 
won some of h is  moot b r i l l i a n t  a c tio n s  in  th a t  wonderful campaign of 1014. C ol. Denison 
soya i \ fc  put a few th ings on our backs and s ta r te d  o f f .  We a r r iv e d  a t  Chalons sur 
Kc.rno the th i r d  evening about 6 p .m ., having marched 105 m iles in  3 d ay s . L a te r on 
the o lip p in g  says t On one occasion ny fa th e r  made a b e t w ith  ray Uncle R ichard th a t  I 
could walk s ix  m iles in  an hour in  p e r fe c t ly  f a i r  h ee l and to e  w alk. I  d id .

H r. E .J .  Let of Canadian Ornamental Iron  Works, L td .,  Toronto, once to ld  me o f how 
ho had been , as  a young boy, a rra ig n e d  before C ol. Denison on a charge of
having un law fu lly  ridden  h is  b ic y c le  on the plank walk on th e  c a s t s id e  of B a thu rst 
S t r e e t ,  near IXipont S t r e e t .  The Colonel asked him why he had done t h i s .  Lea exp lained  
th a t  the road had so many ru ts  in  i t  th a t  he was a f r a id  of break ing  Mo b ic y c le . The 
Colonol leaned over and sa id  in  a f a th e r ly  way, " / e r e n 't  you a  wee b i t  a f r a id  of 
b reak ing  the law?" Lea got o ff  w ith  a sm all f in e . I

I understand  th a t  th e re  i s  a  pokcr-hond c o n s is tin g  o f th ree  ton spot3 vM eh Is 
c a lle d  Colonel Denison", a f t e r  the C o lo n e l's  fav o u r!to  sentence w ithou t a verb 
"T h irty  Days", ....................................................

Col. DeniBon orosoed the . . t l a n t ic  fo u rteen  tin e s  in  thv cauot of In p e r ia l  U nity .





Augiatus B r id le , noil-known Toronto author and newspopcraan once wroto a book of 
biography c a lle d  "Sons o f  Canada*1* In i t  appeared a f in e  word p o r t r a i t  of Colonel 
George T aylor Denison the T h ird . I  f e e l  q u ite  sure i t  i s  tho f in e s t  w o rd -p o rtra it 
over w ritte n  about the C olonelj I a lso  b e liev e  th a t  no l i s t  o f tho b e s t au thors 
and nowspapennon of Toronto would be complete w ithou t tho none o f Augustus B rid le , 
and th a t  i f  the l i s t  wore arranged  in  o rder o f m e rit ,  h is  name would bo a lo t  
n e a re r  th e  top  than i f  arranged  in  a lp h a b e tic a l o rd e r . I  oa fo r tu n a te  to  have Mr. 
B r id le 's  perm ission and a lso  th e  perm ission o f JJ I .D e n t & Sons, L td . ,  to  reproduce 
th i s  w o rd -p o rtra it h e re .
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F orty  years now th e  most eminent a u th o r ity  in  A aorioa on cav a lry  to c t io s  has 

gone a fo o t two and a h a l f  m iles alm ost every morning down to  th e  Toronto C ity  H a ll. 
Sharp a t  9.15 ho se ta  o u t, legs wide l ik e  a cavalrym an, ch in  up , oyes as c le a r  as 
i c io le s ,  s t ic k  on th e  grand sw ing. Scrunching along on the hard  snow ono morning in  
1916, derby h a t ,  fro ck  ovorooat, and th e  f re s h  pink o f the morning on h is  faoo, ho 
was w aylaid by a r e c r u i t in g  so rg ean t.

"You're a f in e  s t r a ig h t-u p  chap, my man," sa id  th e  sergeant."W hy don’ t  you 
e n l i s t?  Come w ith  u s ."

Tho Colonel laughed l ik e  a b ird l  As he walked w ith  th e  ro o ru it in g  o f f i c e r  down 
to  the C ity  H a ll , he to ld  the nan tho s ta p le  s o ld ie r in g  o u tl in e  o f h is  c a re e r , up 
to  tho age of seventy-seven* His g re a t-g ra n d fa th e r . C aptain  John Donison o f H JI.
2nd York Rogimcnt, b ea rin g  arms in  Canada, began tho Donison lin o  in  th is  country in  
1792. His g ran d fa th e r, Colonel D m ison, was a v o lu n tee r in  tho border war o f 1812, 
and th6 re b e ll io n  of 1837. His f a th e r ,  Colonel D enison, o r ig in a te d  the G arrison  of 
Toronto. And the p rosen t Colonel George Denison i s  the youngest man of seventy-seven 
in  the B r i t i s h  Empiro,

Pivo m inutes o f te n  by tho clock in  the tow er, the Colonel s t r id e s  through tho 
l in e  of b lu o c o a ts , chucks down h a t ,  s t ic k  and overcoat in  h is  ante-room , brushes 
book a wisp of h a i r ,  and b u rs ts  l ik e  a f in o  w in te r dawn in to  a  h ig h , somewhat gloomy 
chamber. Some time befo re  ho a r r iv e s  the p o lic e  court i s  crowded. C le rk s , policem en, 
law yors, prisonorB  in  the dock, e ig h t o r to n  re p o r te rs  on the s id e  s h v p tn in g  p e n c ils , 
and ou tside  tho dock a  r e s t l e s s  crowd on tho g a l le ry  a l l  w a itin g  fo r  Toronto’ s 
morning opera to b eg in .

"Take o f f  your h a t ,"  snaps a b u rly  policeman door-keeper to an unoffending  e l t i s c n  
who has i t  h a l f  o f f  a lro o d y .

"S ilenco" bawls th e  b ig  grand iose C hief In sp ec to r who has been as long on the 
po lloo  as Denison has been on tho bench.

The Colonel I s  on s ta g e , sea ted  high  on h is  throne o f summary J u s t ic e  a d n in ls t -  
-o rod  by common senso , looking  over a huge book a t  a c to rs  and aud ience . Tho 
newspapermen o re  ready fo r  the f i r s t  word. Denison has always been good copy. Any 
moment ho nay shout out an epigram  th a t  s t a r t s  human n a tu re  as a f re sh  broese s t i r s  
the loaves o f a ju n g le .

"John Jones, s tan d  upV "
I t  i s  th e  voice of a Colonel commanding.
I f  Jones wore a rcglmont he could no t come to  a t te n t io n  sooner, ’l’hn tcvor he may 

be— w ifo -b e a tc r , common drunk and d is o rd e r ly , b u rg la r , foo tpad , o r bank-absconder—  
you in fo r  from tho tono of th e  Colonel th a t  he w ill  be o i th e r  hanged o r  went to  tho 
p o n ite n tia ry  fo r  l i f e .

"John Jonos, you a re  charged th a t  you d id  on tho b lank  day o f b lank a t  the C ity
o f  Toronto a s s a u l t  and b e a t---- e t c . ,  e t c . ,  co n tra ry  to  the s ta tu to  in  th a t case raado
and provided . What do you say---- g u il ty  o r n o t g u ilty ? "

"Not g u i l ty ,  your honour."
Counaol fo r  the dcfonco a t  once begins to  Jockey. The Colonel knows what i s  

coming. John Jonos might be s tru n g  ou t fo r  h a l f  an h o u r. Denison g e ts  r id  of him in  
lo s s  than two m inutos. The In to  B.B. O s ie r , the most eminent Jury Judge ever known in  
Canada, used to  tw it Donison w ith  d isp o sin g  o f  s ix ty  cases in  s ix ty  m inu tos. The 
Colonel oomes as near to  th a t  schedule as ho may.

Before most o f thoso lawyors were born Dcni3on was handing out drumhead d ec isio n s 
on crime in  T oronto . Human nn tu ro  has changed very l i t t l e  in  th a t  tim e. There Is  only



more o f i t .  The man th a t  got drunk on g:od  whiskt-y end hea t h is  h o o p -sk ir ted  w ife in  
1877 i s  no t muoh d if fo re n t  from th e  nan *ao g e ts  crazy  on "doped” whiskey and abuses 
tho woman who wants a voto and a  divorce in  1916. S ta tu te s  hnvo been prinked up and 
e lab o ra ted  s in ce  1877; hu t the e s s e n t ia l  p r in c ip le s  o f law as i t  r o la te s  to  human 
n a tu re  arc  tha same y ea to rday , to -d ay , and fo re v e r . Lawyers have m u lt ip lie d  and 
subdivided in to  a l l  manner o f export sub-spccics in  modern tim es; b a t  tho p e ttifo g g e r  
and th o  m aster o f ch icanery  arc always w ith  u s .

” 1 w il l  allow  no lawyer to in flu en ce  my d ec is io n s  in  law ,” says tho  Colonol 
ovor and over, in  ns many ways as a ju g g le r  t i e s  r. k n o t. Ho p ra c t is e d  law him solf 
botwoon tho f i r s t  year o f the American C iv il War and 1877. a i t  in  tho  f i r s t  f iv e  yonro 
o f  h is  le g a l c a re e r , he rose from cap ta in  to  lie u te n a n t-c o lo n o l in  th e  Governor- 
G onoral's  Body Guard. A p u b lish e r once sen t Dcr.ison a t r e a t i s e  on c rim in a l law 
su ggesting , somewhat s a r c a s t i c a l ly  perhaps th a t  i t  n ig h t bo a good book fo r  tho 
Colonol to  ro ad .

" I  never road law ,” re p lie d  the Color...!.
His p o lic e  c o u rt, one o f th e  most remarkable in  th e  w orld, i s  p roof of i t .

Donison knows h is  p o lic e  court law . o f  a l l  laws he b e s t in to rp ro ts  th o se  of human 
n a tu re  which u su a lly  have very l c t t l o  to  l o  w ith  s t a tu te s .  He d isp en ses comson-scnso 
ju o tic o  to  ae many people s poso ib lo  in  two l o u rs . The le g a l h a i r - s p l i t t o r ,  tho
c a s u is t ,  tho h o r r in g - t r a i l c r ,  tho b u lld o rc r , and above a l l  tho lawyer who sm irks to 
h im solf th a t  ho w ill got Denison to  discharge h is  c l ie n t  in  s p i te  o f  ovidenoo—a l l  
those have sh o r t s h r i f t  w ith the C olonel. In  g iv in g  d ec is io n s  ho seems to  a c t on the 
advico o f Lord lla n a f io ld  to  a a o lo n ia l governor: "Judge accord ing  to  conraon-sonso 
and givo no reaso n s . Your judgnwnts w il l  probably be r ig h t ;  but your reaso n s. I f  you 
give thorn, a rc  alm ost sure to  be wrong."

"Language or f ig h tin g ? "  i s  th e  key q u es tio n  to  many a case th a t  l e t s  tho Colonol 
brush away a l l  t e c h n ic a l i t i e s  l ik e  cobwebs. He r e d s  th e  face  of the s tra n g e r  in  tho 
dock as though he had known him h a l f  a  l i f e t im e .  The old o ffender ho knows by h is  f i r s t  
name— knew him years ago; the 3amu o ld  s tc r y —  a C rip  too much.

"W oll, go homo and stop  d r in k in g . But reo..mVor I ’ve got ay  oye on you. C all tho 
noxt oaco."

Tho Colonol might have made a  bad judge . R is  th e  b e s t o f m a g is tra te s . Tho noxt 
case tho  policeman may have bcon a t  f a u l t .  Ho r u s t  be c o rre c te d . Tho m il i ta ry  morals 
o f tho polioo  must bo kep t u p . Almost befo re  the Colonel has made th i s  p o in t o lo a r tho 
noxt ease io c a l le d . By tho tim e th e  r^porio re  have th e  nnraos down.

"D o lla r and co s ts  or t h i r t y  d-iyo." sheu ts  tho C olonol. "C all tho nex t oaso."
I t  i s  th e  form ula o f  a man who r  vor known to  bo moved by connivance or 

c o llu s io n , novor bent o r p ie ju d ico d  from h is  s p lc r l id  pa th  o f wholosomo b ig o try  based 
upon coranon senso, never lea rn ed  in  the law and never igno ran t o f human n a tu re , novor 
too c loso  to a tragedy no t to  ligA^e.. i t  w ith  p la in  good humour and sympathy. F orty  
years ho has boon o p era tin g  th is  succory m il l  of human ju s t i c e .  Ho has soon the 

numbor o f cases in  h is  court m u ltip ly  i t s e l f  by te n ;  tho ono o r ig in a l  court bocooo 
four c o u r ts —  ono In tho morning to  t r y  out ooanon lru n k s , ono in  tho a fte rn o o n  
presided  over by h is  ch ie f  a s s i s t a n t ,  the c h i ld re n ’s co u rt in s t i tu te d  by h im se lf , and 
h is  own memorable co u rt between th e  hours of ton and tw elve noon ovory le g a l  day. But 
th e re  i s  no co u rt l ik e  Denison’s ;  the newspapermen know i t .  Had ho ovor taken  Coke and 
Blackatook to  bed w ith  him ho m ight have been on eminent Judge. 3ut tho p o lico  court 
would have lo s t  a  g ro a t m a g is tra te  and tho nowspapermun y ea rs  of good copy.

Forty  o r f i f t y  oauoo botwoon ter* and Twelve leav e  the Colonol as  f re sh  aa  when 
ho oamc down in  tho morning* On th e  curb he i s  mot by a  c i t iz e n  who c a l l s  him Gcorgo. 
With h is  aw ord-lika s t i c k  ho execu tes an ir.agir.ary  sko tch  map on tho  pavement to  show 
what the A ll ie s  havo done or l e f t  undone a t  th o  D ardane lles . Watching him you would 
no t r e a l is e  th a t  ho has a son a t  3 u ria  3oy. In  te n  m inutes he cay be in  an o d i to r 's  
o f f ic e .  Tho p o lic e  co u rt re p o r te r  s tru g g lin g  w ith  h is  c rin o  copy to  make i t  read  as 
human as i t  sounded in  the C olonol’ 3 co u rt hoars  th a t  trombono voice down th e  o o r r id o r . 
Ton minuto3 w ith  the o d ito r  on what i s  the fu tu re  o f the Empire, or tho m atto r w ith 

the army, and ho drops in to  tho a s so c ia te  e d i to r ’ s  o f f ic e  to  b o l t  out a  9oraon in  a 
p a ir  o f  epigram s. Off ho goes to  tho N ational Club fo r  lunch, ovory day a t  the same 
ta b lo , id o n tlc a l  s o t  of c ro n ie s ---- bu t a f re s h  b a tch  o f  a to r io s .

In  tha sovonty-sovonth year of th i s  m an's cava’ r;* clonk in  Canada the g lo ry  and 
tho song of Empire r is e  to  a  grand h e ig h t. To him the r.cv« r - s o t t in g  Im perial sun is  
more than a symbol; and tho th in  red  lin o  on tho rap ..i; s i ; - . i f l e a n t  as the th in  red
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lin o  o f the hnrd-won t a t t l e .  T ta  bogle ia  h is  instrum ent o f  c u l tu re :  the cav a lry  
horao h la  symbol of ESnpirc. The outvL-rd t r a i l  o f  the pr& irio  p e te r in g  o ff  in to  the 
f o o t - h i l l s  and t t a  Rockies i s  to  him n o t a n c rc  wagon road  to  m ill  and to  n a rk e t , 
but a rood le ad in g  to  the h e a r t  o f th e  £ a p i r c -— .hich fo r  tho t in e  being  nay be the 
b o o t- tra ck s  o f Colonel D enison.

The Colonel abominates su b te rfu g e . Ec g lo r ie s  in  th e  open ro ad . In  cav a lry  
m atte rs a  s t r a t e g i s t ,  in  most o th e r  th in g s  he comes a t  you w ith  the headlong 
s in c e r i ty  of a  spo rran  and & bayonet. In  the te e th  o f such a  h o a lth y  gnlo of op in ion  
you nover dreexi of sp inning  cobwebs. There a r c  f-vr i f s  and no t many b a ts .  The th in g  
ia  p la in  as a p ik e s ta f f .  You wonder you hod no t seen i t  long ago.

We understand  th a t  Colonel Denison was p re sen t a t  th e  b i r th  o f most o f the 
o o c io tlo a  in  th is  country  th a t  have any th ing  to  do w ith  the- a s p i r e .  He h a t made 
s tim u la tin g  speeches alm ost anywhere in  Canada* and has always l e f t  people w ith  a 
b igger p r a c t ic a l  d e s ire  fo r  c i t i t c n s h ip .  There i s  never any gloara on h is  fa ce ; never 
an impending d is a s te r  in  h is  v o ic e . Be speaks b e t te r  then any o th e r  s o ld ie r  in  Canada
---- rxnd much b e t te r  than th e  average oczabcr o f  P a r lin n o n t. Ho uxudes corxion senso ,
and doos i t  w ith  a f in e  e c s ta t i c  n o ise , a t  any moment in  a speech you n ig h t fancy a 
h o t-fo o t despatch r id e r  ru sh in g  onto  the p la tfo rm  and the Colonol in  the m idst o f a 
fe rv en t p a t r io t i c  p e ro ra tio n -—"B oots, s a d lc , to  horse and awnyl "

The war l i t e r a t u r e  he wrote in  the s ix t lo s  occupied more space in  p r in t e r 's  
in k  than a l l  the cnoos he ever won o r lo s t  in  h is  s ix teen  years n t  law . In  1861 ho
wrote an a r t io lo  rsk ing ,"C anada, i s  she p repared  fo r  war?"---- and, of co u rse , answered
i t .  '/h a t war what d id  i t  n a t t e r ?  Here was a  v a s t new country fo r  whioh both  re g u la rs
and v o lu n teers  had fought s in ce  th e  days o f  Champlain, im agining, so f a r  as  tho 
governments and p o l i t ic ia n s  were concerned, th a t  th e re  n ig h t someday bo a n a tio n  
in s tead  of a crovro colony n o r th  o f  p a r a l le l  49 w ithout oven th e  s im u la tion  o f a 
s tan d in g  a ray , w ithout th e  beginnings o f a navy.

Those wore questions only in d i r e c t ly  connected w ith  the C o lo n e l's  t a c t i c a l  
t r e a t i s e s  on tho a r t  of war and h is  two w orks,’T.odcm Cavalry" and the "H isto ry  o f 
C avalry". The f i r s t  of theso  was published  in  London in  I860. By 1881 i t  had boon 
tra n s la te d  in to  German, Russian and Hungarian. For aught wo know, some of the 
K a is e r 's  Uhlans have s tu d ie d  th a t  hook. The H isto ry  o f Cavalry was a p rieo  work done 
fo r  a  com petition s ta r to d  by the Ceor o f R u ssia , who gave f i r s t  p r i s e  to Colonel 
Denison end in v ite d  him to  spend two months in  S t .  P e te rsb u rg , where the Colonel was 
p resen ted  a t  C ourt, a l to g e th e r  on audacious ep iso d e . Bow d id  he know th a t  some day the 
Cossacks would not be thundering  in to  B r i t i s h  In d ia  w ith  copies o f h is  cavalry  works 
In th o ir  sadd le-bags? Yot i f  tho Colonel had taken  the tro u b le  to  w rito  a book o f 
Russian im pressions— which ho n ig h t e a s i ly  have done—  he would no doubt have 
po in ted  out th a t  he could sco very  w ell where the r e a l  menace to  the 3 r i t l s h  Knplro 
was a r is in g :  not on the Neva— but along th e  Rhino. What an iro n ic  ca lam ity  i t  would 
have been i f  the German K aiser had o ffe re d  tho  p r ise  won by Colonol Denison and tho 
Colonel hod spent two months a t  B e r l in , p resen ted  to  the Emperor a t  Potsdam, and 
making a f r ie n d  of Bernhard! I "

.'jio thcr b r ig h t l i t t l e  book o f th e  C o lo n e l's  i s  "S o ld ie rin g  in  Canada” . *  
newspaperman who read i t  some yours ago remarked to  a teach er in  Upper Canada C o llege , 
of which the Colonel i s  one o f  th e  governors, th a t  i t  con tained  an alarm ing percentage 
o f f i r s t  personal pronouns.

"Yo b , but i t  i s n ’ t  o f fe n s iv e ,"  sa id  the te a c h e r . "It’s too D tnisonian for that. 
Y/hy, I romenbor hooring h in  say th a t  he was tho very  f i r s t  to  p o in t out to  Joseph 
Chcnborlain the p r in c ip lo  o f  the Im perial ro llv o rc in  which became tho Chamberlain 
s logan ."

That was as near as th e  Colonel ever perm itted  h im self to  be c o rra llo d  by any 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty . I j x  undoubted Tory by n a tu re , a democrat in  speech and a c t io n , no p a rty  
h as  o7cr claim ed th e  undiv ided  a lle g ia n c e  of t h i s  b e lie v e r  in  h im se lf . He remains a 
c r i t i c  of a l l  p a r t i e s —  even a th ird  p a r ty ; and what he th in k s  about the Pronch- 
Canadian R a tio n a lis ts  I s  q u ite  ir re d u c ib le  to  oomon E n g lish .

Onoc upon a t in e  he headed the Canada F i r s t  p a r ty .  I f  any o f  h is  c r i t i c s  
fonoiod he would sh rie k  fo r  an independent Canada they wero sad ly  m istaken . Canada 
F i r s t  to  tho Colonel neons Canada f i r s t  in  th e  Empire.

P resonted  to two B r i t i s h  monarch* and to  tho Ctor of R u ssia , the Colonol has 
never been kn ig h ted . Ho n ig h t have been S ir  Gcorgo long ago . He p re fe rre d  to  remain
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Colonel Deniaon. n o th in g  provea the n a n 'a  a r is to c ra c y  b e t t e r .  Vo hare many t a i n t s  
in  Canada. I f  the K ing 's  condescension keeps up no c i t i t o n ,  no n a t t e r  how unoffending  
o r  dem ocratic by n a tu re , w ill  oscr.pc the danger o f loiighthood. Colonel Deniaon 
d ec lin es  tho honour. He knows th a t  th e  nonent we begin to  c a l l  h ia  S ir  George h ia  
r e a l  d is t in c t io n  i s  gono. nay have a regim ent of S ir  Georges. 1c can have but ono 
Colonol Denison.

Augustus B rid lo

68.

H otc: I t  ia  aa id  th a t  Colonel F rederick  Charles Denison, b ro th er o f Goorge, was once 
o f fe re d  on h e re d ita ry  baronetcy I th in k  i t  w as. Colonol ?red d ec lin e d . He was tac.dc 
o Companion o f S t .  Michael and 3 t .  George in s te a d . Both th ese  Denisons teemed to  bo 
ahead o f th e i r  time in  th e i r  a t t i tu d e  toward t i t l e s  in  Canada. Host people w i l l  now 
agree th a t  a  t i t l e ,  h e re d ita ry  or o th e rw ise , has no r e a l  p lace  in  th e  Canadian 
scene. .. t i t l o  could add no th ing  to  th e  i l l u s t r i o u s  name o f a C h u ro h ill, a P a s te u r , 
a  Dickons or an E dison . .. t i t l e  could do l i t t l e  fo r  a nan who had 'r.o th in g  on tho 
b a ll  a t  a l l '  . .. t i t l e  docs not f i t  in  w ith  tho  s o c ia l  s e t-u p  of Canada which we 
c h e r ish , where any nan nay r i s e  to  any h e ig h t th a t  h is  a b i l i t y  and in d u stry  nay 
rc is o  b in . Here a  nan i s  taken  fo r  what he is*  I f  he r e a l ly  has som ething, people 
w ill  recognize I t  and cheer h in — i f  he h a s n 't - —'w ell.ho n ig h t as  w ell keep q u io ti

L icut-C olonol F red erick  Charle y  .Denison, C.r..Gtii. K.fc..

He was educated a t  Upper Canada C o llege . Toronto# and Royal M il i ta ry  Collogo, 
K ingston. He served  in  the a d n in is t r a t iv c  b a t ta l io n  a t  N iagara fo r  sonc nonths in  
1865, os l ie u te n a n t ,  and Aug* 20, n o n e  y e a r , bteemo co rn e t in  tho G overnor-G eneral’ • 
Body Guard, In  which ca p ac ity  he served  du rin g  the Fenian P a id , 1866, on the N iagara 
f r o n t i e r .  A lie u te n a n t as of Dec. 6, 1867, ho was o rd e r ly  o f f ic e r  to  M ajor-G eneral 
3 i r  Gurnet Wolsoloy in  the Red R iver E xped ition , 1870, being mentioned in  despatohos. 
Ho bocerac c a p ta in , 1872, m ajor, 1876, and 11c u t-c o lo n e l, 1884.

The Canadia n  Voya gears 
On Aug. 24, 1884, Vfolscley te leg rap h ed  th e  Governor-General to  o rgan ise  and 

send to Egypt a fo rce  o f Canadian Toysgeurs, to  a id  h in  in  th e  oa::pai^ i in  tho Soudan 
and ro lio v o  General Gordon. Wolsoloy nontioned In h is  tele-gran th a t  ho would be 
p a r t ic u la r ly  p leased  i f  C ol. F red erick  Chorlos Denison should be given tho command 
o f these  voyagours, bccauso o f h is  k: owlcdgo o f r iv e r  n av ig a tio n  ocquirod  du rin g  the 
Rod R iver campaign. Colonel Deniaon accepted the G overnor-G eneral’ s o f fe r  o f th is  
connand. 3 cp t. 15, 1864, the voyageur3 s a i le d  froeo Quebec. T heir va lu ab le  sc rv ico  
was acknowledged by everyone. C ol. Denison accompanied General E a r le ’ s column, and 
fought in  the B a tt le  o f K irbekan. He was nen tioned  in  d esp a tch es, and re fe r ro d  to  by 
none on th e  f lo o r  o f th e  B r i t i s h  House o f Coanons by tho M arquis o f H untington. For 
h is  s e rv ic e  in  th is  campaign he was nadc & Conpanion o f  the Order o f 3 t .  M ichael and 
3 t .  George, a tta c k e d  by e n te r ic  fe v e r , he had to  ren&in a  long t in e  in  h o s p ita l  in 
C a iro , n iso in g  the Northwest campaign in  Canada w ith  h is  reg im ent. th e  Governor- 
G eneral’ s Body Guard, o f  which he was second oockxmding o f f ic o r .  He recc ivod  tho 
B r i t i s h  Egyptian 'J a r  Medal, tho Khedive’ s S ta r ,  and the C.M.G., f ro n  Queen Y io to r ia .

By p ro fe ss io n  ho was a law yer, having bee-n c a lle d  to  the bar in  1870. Ho 
rep reson tod  3 t .  Stephen’ s ward on the Toronto C ity  C ouncil, 1879—1884, and s a t  in  
the Houso o f Conaons in  O ttaw a, 1887—1896. Although a co n se rv a tiv e , he waj o f 
independent views, and rv fu so d , fo r  example, th e  customary pass on the ra ilw ay , fo r 
fe a r  i t  e ig h t  b ia s  h is  opinions on ra ilw ay  n a t t e r s .

Ho wrote the " H is to r ic a l  Record o f tho  Governor-General’ s Body Guard". He was 
a fellow  of the Royal H is to r ic a l  S ocie ty  of England.

He liv e d  a t  old  Rusholno, which he in h e r ite d  from h is  f a th e r .  C ol. George 
Taylor Denison the 3ccond.



Corn/uuUr of the C 'n: : i r j t  V o y e u r s  o n  the K ile



Colonel C lrre.net ^ l f r o d  Kinsey l^ n i :  n .

Of the flovgmor-Gen» r.nl* 3 Body Gn-rd,

S o ld ie r  r n C  B raver.





Henry T yrw hltt IXnlson

Henry T yrw hitt Denison was the one o f l.a ry  ;jujc Dewson’ a sons who was non- 
B i l i t a r y .  Like John who v a rie d  th e  fam ily t r a d i t io n  by going in to  th e  navy, he also  
v aried  th e  t r a d i t io n  by not ta k in g  up ansa a t  e l l .  He s e t t l e d  a t  Winnipeg and was 
engaged in  business and fann ing . His l a t e  dau g h ter, Linda R iley , was a p e r t ic u ia r ly  
good f r ie n d  of the w r i te r .  She c a r r ie d  a former s o ld ie r .  C aptain Pred R iley , who 
i s  now l iv in g  a t  Soanichton, 3.C .

Colonol Clarence ..lf rc d  Klnsoy  Denison

Ho was educated a t  Upper Canada C o llege , T oronto , and f i r s t  boro arms when s t i l l  
a sch o la r in  the U.C.C. Coc-any o f th e  Queen’ s (km R if le s ,  see in g  so rv icc  a t  the 
Penion Raid of 1866, and ta k in g  an a c tiv e  p a r t  on th e  H iagora f r o n t i o r .  Ho a lso  saw 
se rv ic e  a t  the Horth West R eb ellio n  of 1885 .

He Joined the Governor G en e ra l's  Body Guard, e n l i s t in g  as a tro o p e r , ar.d in  tho 
course of f i f t y  years se rv ice  r i s in ^  to  the rank of L ieu t-C olonol and tho coenand of 
the regim ent in 1901. I t  was in  th a t  year th a t  he was accorded th e  d is t in c t io n  of 
corxianding th e  guard of honour fo r  the Duke and Dachoss of York ( l a t e r  King George- Y
and Queen i:ary) on th e i r  v i s i t  to  Toronto* In  th e  march p as t of th e  troops
fo llow ing  the revi-w  by th e i r  Royal H ighnesses, Denison le d  h is  reg im ent.

Por more than 45 years he was Chief accountan t o f tho Standard Bank o f  Canada, 
r e t i r i n g  Ju st before i t s  merger w ith  The Canadian Bank o f Coaroroo.

Ho was a member o f the congregation  o f  3 t .  Janos C athedral and a  d e legate  to  the 
Synod. Ho was a lso  ft member o f  S t .  P a u l 's  Church, 31oor 3 t r c c t  L as t, T oronto . Ho was
a l i f e  member o f the Royal Canadian K i l l t a r y  I n s t i t u t e ,  and o f th e  3 t .  G eorge's
S o c ie ty , and a  member o f the Toronto Golf Club.

«a a young man he woa  a  famed a th le te  and one of the b e s t amateur boxers in  
Canada. He v/aa a lso  a s te e p le -c h a se  r id e r  of some d is t in c t io n .  In  l i f e ,  ho liv e d  a t  
55 P rin ce  .jr th u r  ..v o ., T oronto .
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; .d n lra l John Dcnlsor. D .3 .0 .

;.dm iral John Denison was the f i r s t  member of tho  fam ily who v a rie d  the t r a d i t io n
fo r  so ld ie r in g  by Jo in ing  tho Royal Ravy. The year of tho Penion Raid, 1866, a t  the
you th fu l age of th i r to c n ,  he l e f t  Upper Canada C ollege, Toronto, and s o t  fo r th  a lone ,
c ro ssed  the . . t l o n t i c ,  and o n tc rcd  the se rv ic e s  of the Royal navy as a cadet aboard
K.K.S. B r ita n n ia .

Tho ad m ira lty  L ib rary  has very  k in d ly  su p p lied  me w ith  th e  fo llow ing  reco rd  of 
h is  naval s e rv ic e .

. .d o ira l ty  L ibrary  Record

John Denison ontcrcd  the Royal ravy  as a  Raval C adet, _ p r i l  1067. Ho was promoted 
3ub-L ieutonant Dec. 18, 1873; L ie u te n a n t, - p r .  16, 1878; Cocnandor Dec. 31, 1891; 
C ap tain , Kay 13, 1896; R co r-..d r.ira l, S ep t. 18, 1906; V lco-..dm iral, Pcb. 1911, and 
f u l l  . .d a i r a l ,  Dee. 7 , 1913.

^s L ieu ten an t, he served  su ccess iv e ly  in  H Jf-. sh ips BZLLK30FS0H, f la g sh ip  of the 
H orth .jnerieft S ta tio n ; 3RIT0H on the Cape 3 tu t io n ;  3K.J7BOH• Const Guard sh ip  a t  
Greenock: IRON DUKE, f la g sh ip  of the Channel Squadron and FIRE3H_2?D, gunboat ( in  
command) on tho Chinn S ta tio n .

; .f te r  h i a promotion to  the rank of Commander he was ap po in ted , 1891, to  tho 
b a t t le s h ip  -N30H in  th e  Channel 3qaadron whero he served  u n t i l  1893 when appointed 
commander o f the Royal Yacht the VTCTCRI- and ^LBZHT.

His next soa-going  appo in tnen t was in  1899 to  command the c ru is e r  IZLFOKOHE on 
the E ast In d ie s  S ta t io n ;  t r a n s f e r r in g  the fo llow ing year to  the c ru is e r  KIG2S in  tho 
Channel Squadron.

A ftor one year in  command o f th e  new b a t t le s h ip  KOHT.'JJU on the K ed ite rro n ian  
3 ta t io n , 1893-’4 . C aptain Denison was appoin ted  C aptain  S u p erin ten d en t, Pembroke 
Dockyard, and w hile ho ld ing  th is  ap p o in tn en t, served  as Havel /..D .C . to  HJ'.. King 
Edward V II.



Doughty V o te r s  o f  the Seven So c j.

A ffe c tio n a te ly  Known r.o "G cntlcnca John"



In  January 1908, he h o is te d  h is  f lo g  as Rear-Admiral in  H.K.3. KIORS, in  command 
o f  the Devonport d iv is io n  o f the Hoc.- F le e t ,  which appointm ent he h e ld  fo r  th e  usua l 
to m  of ono yoar» In 1913 he r e t i r e d  fron  th e  A ctive L is t ,  h u t on the outbreak of 
war in  1914 re tu rn ed  to  s e rv ic e  in  th<- rank  of Captain P..I3.R., w ith  the A u x ilia ry  
P a tro l ,  being  advanced to  Commodore in  1916. Ec continued on th is  duty throughout 
the war, and was awarded th e  D.S.O. in  1917. He died la rc h  9, 1939,

Fron ..d n ira lty  L ib rary

Records from O ther Sources

Re s a i le d  the 3outh 3ca I s la n d s . In  1875, he w itnessed Commodore Goo&cnough's 
dea th  in  a c tio n  down th e re .

In  cotxiand of K JI.S . FXS2BR~TD, he s a i le d  Chinese w a te rs , w ith  w in te rs  spen t a t  
T ie n ts in , C hina, He l a t e r  named on is la n d  in  lliskoka "F ireb rand  Is lan d "  a f te r  th i s  
s h ip . The is la n d  i s  s t i l l  owned by h is  f a . i l y ,

*.s connandcr of K.J .S . AIJSOK he aided in  the r a is in g  and recovery  of H.K.S.HO'./E 
o f f  the co ast o f  F o r ro ll ,  S pain .

While C aptain of the Royal Y acht, th e  VICTORIa and ..L3ERT, he served  as A.B.C. to 
th e  Duke of Connaught when the l a t t e r  used th e  Royal Yacht in  a tte n d in g  the 
co ronation  o f the Czar of R u ssia , and in  a tte n d in g  the f e s t i v i t i e s  a t  Stockholm on 
the- IkiRc’ o good-w ill v i3 i t  to the King of Sweden.

Ho oorxnandod ths. NIOBS to  G ib ra lta r  in  the e s c o r t of th e  P rinoc o f /a le s ' v i s i t  
to  A u s tra l ia ,  m eeting th e  ~rinc<- on h is  re tu rn  a t  Cape 7crdc I s la n d s , and voyaging 
w ith  him to  'jueboc and on h io  re tu rn  to  England fron  H alifax*

Ho was P re s id e n t of the Devonport a r  C o llege .
?/h ilc cap ta in  of the FI032, ho esco rted  K aiser ’/ i lh c ln  of Germany in  1901 fron  

the Horo to  F lush ing . The Kai3or lik e d  him so Y<ell th a t  he p resen ted  him w ith  ttao 
Im perial P o r t r a i t ,  autographed , r 'i lh c ln  of Germany". For th i r te e n  y ea rs  the p o r t r a i t  
hung on th e  w all of Admiral John D enieon 's s tu d y , ,’h tn  the F i r s t  Groat War broke o u t, 

sone ju n io r  o f f ic e r s  recognized the p o r t r a i t  o f E ngland 's enemy, and q u ie tly  
pu t i t  away in  the a t t i o ,  where i t  over a f te r  rem ained.

..dm iral D-nison was ju s t ic e  o f  the Peace fo r  County Hampshire, and liv e d  a t  
A lvcrstoke-G osport, where he c a l le d  h is  h<xx, "Rusholnc" a f t e r  h is  boyhood home 
"Rusholmc" in  Toronto.

Z K  ':-r i t e r ’ 3^?m ;nlscj-rigc£
I f i r s t  met Admiral Dcr.iaon, vjhcr he c a lle d  upon us in  Grinsby in  O ct. 1928. He 

had been d riven  over froo  Toronto by Cousin Gordon Denison, whon I a lso  n e t fo r  the 
f i r s t  time upon th a t o ccasio n . ..t  th a t  t i n .  -.dn lra l Denison h e ld  the rank o f f u l l  

ad m ira l.
The adm iral was the g r e a te s t ,  y e t most unassuming, world personage, 3 have ever 

m et. Ho clwaya answered my l e t t e r s ,  and helped  me much w ith  ny c o l le c t io n  o f d a ta  
fo r  th i s  fam ily h is to ry .  I can w ell imagine people dubbing him "Gentleman John", as 
they  q u ite  freq u en tly  d id .

When newspaper re p o r te rs  ccno to  c a l l  on him a t  ..Icxondra Palace ..p o r tn e n ts , 
U n iv e rs ity  Avenue, Toronto, where he o f te n  3taycd w ith  h is  b ro th e r . General Septimus 
Denison, thoy remarked in  th e i r  newspaper i r t i c K n  .which they subsequently  w roto, 
how he had taken each o f th e i r  - rms and walked w ith  then to  the door. They g re a t ly  
ap p rec ia ted  th is  f r ie n d ly  g e s tu re .  I t  was c e r ta in ly  not th a t  of a  nan whoso success 
had node him a lo o f .

On one memorable occasion , I had th e  p leasu re  o f an audience w ith  both him and 
h is  b ro th e r  Septimus a t  A lexandra Palace ..o o rtr .en ts . I  was tre a te d  more l ik e  a nophow 
than a f a i r ly  d is ta n t  r e l a t iv e .

John Denison, son of C harles U s l i c  D enison, as a sm all boy renumbers Admiral 
John Denison v i s i t in g  a t  h is  hone. He remembers th a t  every time he shook hands 'good 
bye' w ith  the . .d n lra l .  he always d iscovered  th a t  he had h a l f  a d o l la r  in  h is  hand 

afte rw ards,and  th a t  in  a l l  cases i t  had been so d e f t ly  done, th a t  he was unaware of 
th e  coin u n t i l  th e  handshake was o v er.



Newspaper Consents .'.'bout 
..d n ir a l  j>cnl s o p ____
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E xcerpts i The Bloi^x f la sh e d  over the ice  o f Toronto Bay, fo r  th e  h«rso9 lik e d  
th e  g r ip  they  got on the ice  w ith  th e i r  sharp  "co rk s" . L  boy in  tho s le ig h  lik e d  
the t e s t  o f i t ,  bu t the fun d id  no t p reven t o th e r n o tio n s fron  e n te r in g  h is  hoad, 
s in ce  a f r ie n d  of h is  had en te red  the navy, and th a t  id ea  fa sc in a te d  h im  That was 
befo re  C onfedera tion . There wero g re a t t in e s  g a llo p in g  around the c ity #  and Bloor 
3 tr c o t  was such a  good snndy b r id lo  path*

Interview of Jerri I.cCarthy with .̂ dniral Iknison. ..ug. 25. 1936

..d n ira l Denison re tu rned  to  Toronto y este rd ay  fo r  a v i s i t ,  83 y ea rs  o ld  in  charm* 
dcoad-.s o ld  in  sea  knowledge, young in  physique and s p r ig h tly  in  n in d . He i s  of 
mcdlun s ta tu re  and wears h is  beard  somewhat l ik e  the la to  King. The nan who has 
commanded in  d ire  w arfare i s  very  g e n tle .

What he th in k s now of th e  Navy was to ld  when h*. asked , "Have you a young b ro th e r?  
I f  you havo, t e l l  him to  e n te r  th e  navy. You haven*t? ~h, what a p i ty  n o t to  havo a 
young b ro th er to  t o l l  to  e n te r  tho navy."

"I cannot imagine th e re  being any nan who l ik e s  to  k i l l , "  the f ig h te r  s a id ,  a i t  
ho b e liev es i t  i s  only by having a  s tro n g  navy th a t  B r i ta in  can m ain ta in  pcaco. 
" P a c if i s ts  have persuaded th e  pooplc th a t  naval reductions are  wise* They do no t 
r e a l i s e  th a t  l lu s s o lln i would not t r y  to  b lu f f  u s ,  i f  our navy wore ad eq u ate ."

I t  would have to  be a good f ig h t  which would in te r e s t  the ..d n ira l*  He i s  proof 
ag a in s t the minor annoyances, re fu s in g  thaa  anything bu t sm ilin g  composure*

Q uotation from K o n tro a l, 1936: "Bccienbcr Spain stayed  out of the j r ca t war, so 
th e re  i s  no p a r t ic u la r  reason why o th e r  n a tio n s  should  bcoooc embroiled, on oocount
o f the tro u b le  in  S pain ."  .................................

Ho s ta te s  he docs no t expect the Spanish C iv il War to  b rin g  on a general o o n f lio t
in  Europo. .................................

To an in te rv iew er, adm iral Denison r e c a l le d  th a t  when he l e f t  In 1866, T oron to 's  
popu la tio n  was only 35,000. '"./hen I jo in ed  th e  navy, amongst the crew on th e  lower 
deck of a f r ig a te ,  only te n  o r f i f to c n  men ou t o f ,  say , two o r th re e  hundred could 
re a d  and w r i te .  Now every men on board a  man-of-war can do t h i s ,  and tho m a jo rity  
a rc  h ig h ly  educated . Only once d id  he ever see  s a i lo r  get " th e  oat*’— a  f lo g g in g .

On being  asked about Canada m ain ta in ing  a  naval squadron, he answ ered," 1 th in k  
i t  would bo b e t te r  fo r  Cenada to  make a  c o n tr ib u tio n , and have the . .d n ir a l ty  make uso 
o f  i t  os they  saw f i t . "  ...............................

E x tra c ts  fron  L e t te r s  W ritten  to  the 
>X rtfo i.r aJ Jpjffl. ft-n ispn

Ju ly  17, 1937. The Coronation Procession  was a  fine s lg h t in  London. 7c saw in  P a ll 
i la l l  from my c lu b , and I o u s t say the whole "show", e s p e c ia lly  th e  l i l l i t a r y  E sc o r ts , 
was vory f in e .  We had an ^ n crican  f r ie n d  w ith  u s ,  and she seemed q u ite  im prossod.

Deo. 14, 1930. (I  had asked about a It s . P lteg ib b o s , who hod p a in ted  a  copy o f the 
fam ily  co a t-o f-a rm s.)  The I l r s .  E itxgibbon you mention was c le v e r  a t  p a in tin g  w ild 
flo w ers , and pxblishod a book on then .

S ep t. 6# 1936, from Heydon I s la n d , Lake Ikxskoka, O n ta rio , Glen Echo P.O.x 
I  cm s tay in g  up h ere  w ith  ny n ie c e , l i r e .  . .J !  J ! .K irk p a tr ic k  and h er husband. They have 
a love ly  is la n d , and i t  i s  very p le a sa n t to be in  the baokwoods ag a in .

O c t. 16, 1929. ..a  fo r your qu estio n s about the College of H era ld s , I may t e l l  you 
th a t you cannot get much out of th ee  w ithout paying high  fe e s ; do no t go to  thva 
u n less  you arc prepared to  do t h a t .  They aro very  n ice  p eo p le , bu t th<-y have to  make 
th e i r  l iv in g  out of f e e s .  I went to  the H e ra ld 's  O ffice  on h ea rin g  th a t  our Co&t-of- 
.'.ms was not p roperly  r e g is te r e d ,  and I  found th a t  such was the e a se , though they 
adm itted th a t  our people had been th e re  mere than  100 y .a r s  b e fo re . I wanted the .jm s
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;.0  you know, tho V ic to ria  and .L ibert was Queen V ic to r ia 's  p r iv a te  y a c h t. in  
whieh ohc and the Royal Souse s a ile d  fo r  p le a su re  and upon o f f i c i a l  occasio n s, 
adm iral John Denison rece iv ed  th e  s ig n a l honour of be ing  appo in ted  oaptn in  o f th is  
y ac h t. To-day the Empire i s  ru le d  by an o th er good Queen, and th is  yacht i s  no 
longer in  u s e .  Tho f l a g s , l e f t  to  r ig h t ,  a rc  the Union Jack , the a d o i r a l 's  f la g ,  
the Royal 3 tan d ard , the Union Jack , and the White Ensign.

L.J?D of HOPE and Glory

Thy face i s  an c ien t as  th e  days. L a  Ocean la rg e  and wide;
L  p ride  th a t  d a re s , and hoods not p ra is o , L  s te rn  and s i l e n t  p r id e .

Land o f Hope and G lory, Mother o f the F ree,
How can wo ex to l th e e , who a re  born of theoT

. j t h u r  C. Benson.



properly  r e g is te r e d ,  but i f  I had t'ont i t  in  ny own nemo, i t  would have inc luded  
only the descendants o f my f a th e r ,  so I g o t ny u n d o .  Charles L e s lie  Denison, to  
send in  the a p p lic a tio n  ( I  pa id  a l l  th e  fe e s  )and th a t  brought in  a l l  the 
descendants o f ny G rruidfathcr, George Taylor Denison (tho  F i r s t ) .  Charles Denison 
was a h a lf -b ro th e r  o f your G reat-G rand fa ther, B .L . Denison o f D ovorcourt. Our 
C oat-of-.'jras had to  be d if fo re n c o d , so by tho advice of th e  G arter King of ~nns 
I had the bend sablo c n b a ttlo d , and the d e s lp i  on the s leev e  o f th e  o r c s t .  You 
w ill  soc th a t  the Ossington fam ily  arms a rc  d iffe re n c e d  th e  sane way. I t  simply 
shows a d i f f e r e n t  Branch of the fam ily .

I hope you w ill s t ic k  to  th e  Bank and have a su ccessfu l c a re e r .  Tour Bank i s  
one of tho  f in e s t  in  the World. My b ro th e r , C larence , was (C hief) ..ccountan t in  the 
S tandard Bank. ......................................................

Once th iev es  broke in to  ..d n ira l D en ison 's  suaner hone in  Huskoka and s to lo  
many a r t i c l e s  and bedding* He so ld  he would have g lad ly  given th e se  th in g s  to  then , 
wore they in  need, bu t th a t he oould h a rd ly  fo rg ivo  then fo r  s te a l in g  h is  to lo scopo , 
which had been p resen ted  to  him in  the Havy.and which ho wanted to  keep os a 
memento* In  the l a s t  l o t t c r  he w rote to  n o , ju s t  b e fo re  tho ou tbreak  of th e  Second 
Groat './or* ho remarked th a t  he was so so rry  th a t he was now too o ld  to  toko up arms 
again  in  the se rv ice  o f  h is  Sovereign . He d ied  befo re  war began.
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M ajor-General Septimus J u liu s  .ai^ustua Denison. C.K.G.

Mary ;ju ic Dewaon’ a seven th  son , 3op tlnus Denison, was educated  a t  Upper 
Canada C ollogc, T oronto , and the Hoyal 1 L ili ta ry  C o llege , K ingston . He en tered  tho 
4 th  B a tta lio n , South S ta f fo rd s h ire  Regiment* a ls o  known as tho K ing 's Own S ta f fo rd -  
- s h iro  M i l i t i a .  While s ta tio n e d  a t  London, O n ta rio , ho met and knew ny g ro a t Unele, 
C aptain  A lfred  Bookor, who was ny M other's  guardian a f t e r  her own mother had died 
when my Mother was e ig h te e n , (cap ta in  Booker was son o f Colonel A lfre d  Booker o f the 
Fenian Raid* 1866. The pedigreo goes back to  H ottinguun and the days of the Doomsday 
Book.) I t  was la rg e ly  due to  th i s  f r ie n d sh ip  between Septimus Denison and ny g rea t 
u n c le , th a t  ny g rea t u n d o  favoured ny m o th e r's  n a rr iag o  to  my f a th e r ,  and so I  owe 
to  3 cp tin u a , to  same ex te n t a t  l e a s t ,  my own and cy b r o th e r 's  en tran ce  in to  th is  
w orld . I t  was in  .a igust 1888, th a t  Septimus had Joined the Royal Canadian Regiment 
a t  London, O n ta rio .

3 cp tinus Denison served as i..D .C. to  th e  G overnor-G eneral, the E a r l o f  Aberdeen.
When tho 3outh ^ frio o n  War broke o u t, he vo lun tecrod  h is  se rv ic e s  in  any 

c a p a c ity , and proceeded to  South .J ’r i c a ,  whero he became ...D .C. to  7 ic ld  Marshal 
E a rl R o b erts . He served  a l l  through the campaign, g e t t in g  ev en tu a lly  e n te r ic  fe v e r .
He was mentionod in  despatches tw ice , dcoorated fo r  bravory in  the s ig h t  o f the 
enany(mcdal w ith  four c la s p s ) ,  -aid ra lso d  to  the rank o f L lcu t-C clo n o l.

In  1901, whon King George V end Queen Mary, then  th e  Duke and LXiohees of 
Cornwall end York, tou red  Canada, ho served as th o ir  ...D .C . In  th a t  year a l s o ,  he was 
awarded the d eco ra tio n  of tho Cross o f S t .  M ichael and S t .  George.

; . t  tho  end o f the F i r s t  Great ’’a r ,  ho r e t i r e d  w ith  th e  rank o f  3 r ig a d ie r .  In 
1932, ho was ra iso d  to  the rank o f M ajor-G eneral.

In  1927, he published  an autobiography e n t i t l e d  "M cnoirs", Which g ives a  vory 
oloax in s ig h t  in to  h is  l i f e  and though t.

He was an e x c e lle n t horsemen, a lover of hunting  and f is h in g , and an 
e n th u s ia s t ic  camper. Ec hod a tu rn e r  home in  I'uskoka. which ho o a llc d  ..gioehook, an 
Ind ian  word meaning "F laco o f th e  3 p i r i t  o f the F in es" .

Ho was an ex c ep tio n a lly  s tro n g  w re s t le r ,  and an in c id en t was r e la te d  in  an 
e a r l i e r  volume of h is  prowess in  th is  re s p o c t.

Once M istaken fo r  Royalty
While to u rin g  w ith  T heir Royal H ighnesses, on in c id e n t oocurrcd a t  K itchener, 

O n ta rio . He noted an o ld  f r ie n d  in  the crowd, and asked him to  oomc up onto the 
p la t fo r n .  ..p n arcn tly  the o ld  f r ie n d  had hod c  •’ru n -in "  w ith  th e  town co u n c il, and i t  
had bcon out in  a l l  th e  pap ers , how the council had re fu sed  th i s  f r ie n d  adm ission to 
th e  p latform  in  r e t a l i a t i o n .  I t  was now rep o rted  th a t  th i s  f r ie n d  had got ahead of 
th e  council by being recogn ised  by P rince ^ lg ie  of Tcck and asked onto th e  p la tfo rm .
So Septimus had been m istaken fo r  ro y a lty , as  I t  was ho who asked him onto the d ia s .
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.'.dnirol Denison used to  tw it  hi3  b ro th e r  Septim us :ha t 3 o ld ic rs  were not g e n tle ­
men. th a t  i t  was only naval men th a t  wero gentlem en. The ..draircl wanted no to  make 
th is  sta tem en t to  h is  b ro th e r  S c p t lm s .  I  cannot remember having  th e  au d ac ity  to  
do so . I  remember being  onusod a t  the suggestion  anyway.

93 .

;jio th c r  b ro th e r who ought not tc  be fo rg o tte n  h ere  was Captain Sgertor. Denison, 
i. C aptain  of the South S ta ffo rd sh ire  M i l i t i a ,  he Joined the Canadian Voyogcurs on 
the M ile, and was appointod to  the s t a f f  of Lord ’..'o lsc loy . Kc d id  work fo r  a time 
on the Cold C oast, . \ f r l e a ,  bu t the p lace d id  no t agree w ith  h in . Be re tu rn ed  hcrao 
an in v a lid , and d ied  aboard S .S . Vancouver in  th e  Gulf of 3 t .  Lawrence, never 

. reach in g  home a l iv e .  Jji o i l  p o r t r r . i t  o f h in  hangs on the w all a t  Husholnc. fhc 
modal he won was p a in ted  onto th-_ p o r t r a i t  long  a f t e r  the o r ig in a l  p a in tin g  o fth c  
p o r t r a i t .

In  h la  book, "Memoirs", Septimus Denison t e l l s  of how he had always enjoyed 
quo ting  some of th e  co lo u rfu l l in e s  of Shakespeare, and how he was q u ite  em barrassed 
once a t  Uppor Canada C o llege , when he en te red  the l ib r a r y  declaim ing in  s te n to r ia n  
tones "..11 H oll s h a ll  s t i r  fo r  t h i s t  " This reminds me o f  ny good f r ie n d  and 
r e la t iv e ,  C h a rlie  Wright (L icut-C om andcr C harles Ddnind W ri£ it, R.C.K.V.R., 
mentioned in  desp a tch es, e t c . ,  3ccond Great W ar). C h arlie  and I had the p leasu re  
of se rv in g  to g e th e r fo r  some y ea rs  on the s t a f f  of the Dominion Bon!:, Fairbank , 
O n ta rio . I remember C harlie  used to  l ik e  to  " l e t  o ff  steam” by quo ting  loud ly  and 
w ith  g rea t vchcacnco passages from Shakespeare. Two of h is  fa v o u r ite s  I remember.
"The Devil damn thee b lack , thou cream -faced lo o n . Whenco g o ts t  thou th a t  

goose-look?” Mote the eo louxs, ercan and b la ck . What a com bination! The o th e r
quo ta tion  was: "For soo th , thou a r t  l ik e  an i l l - r o a s t e d  egg ----  a l l  on one ei&ct "
What symmetryi I hava searched  Shakespeare, b u t have so f a r  boen unable to  f in d  the 
co u n te rp a rt of these  quo ta tions*  However, I an q u ite  su ro  th a t  C harles cones honestly  
by h is  supreme d e lig h t in  quo ting  Shakespeare-—-fro© h is  g rea t u n c le , Septimus I

Septimus D enison '8 book "Memoirs" i s  l ik e  the 3 ib le .  You could go on a l l  day 
quoting passages from i t ,  and never run out o f in te r e s t in g  s e le c t io n s .  Here i s  one.

" ..t  the t in e  o f my g ran d fa th e r ' a  d ea th , about fiv e  y ea rs  before ny b i r t h ,  he l e f t ,
what was considered  n t th a t t i n e ,  a  goodly fo rtu n e : b u t, as he hod e ig h t ch ild ren
surv ive him, no ny fa th e r  had n ine and as in  Canada, p ro p e r tie s  a re  u su a lly  d iv ided  
eq u a lly . I t  i s  not d i f f i c u l t  to  understand  t h a t ,  i f  I  had rny a b i l i t y  a t  a l l ,  i t  
would bo a g re a te r  a s s e t  to  h e lp  me in  ny ca ree r than ny in h e ritan ce  o f a  s ix ty -  
second p a r t  of ny g ra n d fa th e r 's  e s ta te .

Ky fa th e r  died when I was th i r te e n  years o f age and w hile no t d e r iv in g  a fo rtu n e  
from h in  I a t  l e a s t  derived  one .T ea t b e n e f i t ,  which was of i n f i n i t e  p leasu re  to  me
throughout ny fo r ty  y e a rs ' s o ld ie r in g  and th a t  was t h i s : -  l ’y fa th o r  having  been os
h is  fa th e r  befo re  h in , a ca v a lry  o f f ic e r ,  in s is te d  th a t  by th e  t in e  each o f h is  
sons had reached the age of s ix  years they should be as fa m il ia r  w ith , and f e a r le s s  
o f , a h o rse , a3 a boy of 20 would be of a  dog, and be ab le  to  r id e  a t  te n  w ith  as 
much confidence, though pcrhnpw I c js  s tre n g th , as he could a t  tw en ty . This was the 
lagans o f making me, I  cm co n ce ited  enough to  say , a t  l e a s t  a  f a i r  horseman,"

IB S , J U U H L  £U B fi£
In  the o ld  doyo n t Husholne the fam ily m aintained a f in e - lo o k in g  coach, drawn 

by four w ell-natohcd  grey3 . I t  was the k ind  w ith  some oort of gondola In which the 
pasoengero s a t  by twos opposite each o th e r .  High in  f ro n t s a t  the coachman in  liv e ry ; 
h igh  a t  th e  re a r  s a t  th e  footman, a lso  in  l iv e ry .  The coach had th e  f a n i ly  arms 
p a in ted  in  b r ig h t co lours on e i th e r  door, and the liv e ry  of the a tte n d a n ts  was navy 
blue and gold trim m ings w ith  s i lv e r  b u tto n s . Loch bu tto n  bore the fam ily  c r e s t .  I 
have some d u p lic a te s  of thc3c bu ttons which were given nc by the la te  Jocelyn Brock. 
Her f a th e r ,  ..d n irc l D enison, had had these d u p lic a te s  made in  In d ia n a . They were 
ex ac tly  l ik e  the o r ig in a l  b u tto n s---- tin y  ones fo r  the s le e v e , and la rg e r  ones fo r tho



o o a t. Thu coach, h o rses ,an d  a tte n d a n ts  in  uniform , node a p ic tu re  of tho nost 
in te r e s t in g  v a rie ty *  However, considerab le  i l l - f e e l i n g  woo ex c ited  amongst o e r ta in  
young hoodlums who roamed Toronto s t r e o t s  and skated  on Toronto Bay* Two s to r ie s  
have cone down to  u s ! -*  The Je ffe rso n  Davis S to ry , and th e  S kating  S to ry .

The J e ffe rs o n  Davis V is i t in g Busholmc
S to ry .

D aring the .'.ncrioan C iv il T ar, n o rth e rn e rs  sang o f hanging J e f f  D avis, the 
P resid en t o f tho Southern Confederacy, on a  sour a pplc t r o o .  But a f te r  four years 
o f  confinem ent, oven h is  enemies f e l t  so rry  fo r  him.

Je ffo rso n  Davis and h is  w ife once v is i te d  Rusholac, as guests  of C ol. George T. 
Denison the 3ccond. One day when C ol. George and two o f h is  sons were d riv in g  
Je ffe rso n  Davis along King 3 t r c c t  in  the above mentioned p io tu rosque c a rr ia g e , 
o e r ta in  young ru f f ia n s  began s in g in g  "vie’ 11 hong J e f f  Davis on a sour applo t r e e . ”
The two Denison boys being  I r r i t a t e d  by t h i s ,  immediately Jumped o u t, and chased tho 
rowdies down York S t r e e t .  Had th ey  caught them, they  would have sev e re ly  ch a s tised  
th en .

The Ska t in g  Story
While d riv in g  in  th e  c a rr ia g e  in  thu w in te r  t in e  down near Toronto ic y , c o r ta in  

sk a te rs  s ta r te d  c a l l in g  out nones a t  the c a r r ia g e . This a lso  i r r i t a t e d  the Denison 
boys. They d id  no th ing  a t  the tim e, as they r a l l i e d  th a t  i t  would be im possib le  to  
c a tc h  th ese  sk a te rs  w ithout s k a te s . 3o they drove heme, got t h e i r  s k a te s , put th ee  on, 
and a lso  got two good ho rse-w h ip s. They then re tu rn ed  to  the Toronto Bay. Of oourso, 
the okates oould not be seen by the s k a te r s ,  w hile tho Denison boys were in  the 
c a rr ia g e , the Denisons had hoped, the sk a te rs  cuao fo r th  again w ith  th e i r  untoward 
rem arks. The Denison boys Jumped c u t .  They were both  good s k a te r s .  They chased these  
rowdies about th e  ic o , lay in g  on the whip w ith  a l l  the might th ey  oould e s say .
Heodlcss to  say , no fu r th e r  im pertinences were forthcom ing on any fu tu re  occasio n s.
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L  s to ry  i s  to ld  th a t  a  l 'A s a  K lnnic Peatnerstonhough who liv e d  on Grove ..venue 
u s e d , in the sura.crtim o. to  v i s i t  o f  an afternoon  n t  the surxscr-plaoe o f some o f  the 
Denisons, which was s i tu a te d  nvar what i s  now Dovcrcourt Hoad and Davenport Hoad.
Both s id e s  o f Dovercourt Bond r.t th a t  t in e  were h eav ily  fo re s te d . . . t  n ig h t f a l l  on 
one oocasion she s e t  out alonL to  re tu rn  to  her hone on Grove ..venue from th i s  place 
noar Davenport end D ovcrcourt. 3hc had no t gone f a r  when she was b a t ly  frig h ten ed  by 
two block bears which came out o f th e  woods on tho west side  o f Dovercourt Hoad and 
d isappeared  in to  the woods on the ca s t a id e . 3hc h u rrie d  back to  th e  D enison 's house, 
w ith the r e s u l t  th a t  two o f  tho Denisons oamc out w ith  her armed w ith  guns. The 
bears appeared ag a in , and were qu ick ly  k i l l e d  by b u l le t s  from th ese  guns.

Th. fo llow ing  s to ry  1z  to ld  o f Inglem ount, Grimsby, O n ta rio , th e  w r i te r 's  
b ir th p la c e . I t  woo r. t r a d i t io n  In th e  f .-n ily  th a t  they  never tu rn .d  away unaided 
anyone who c a lle d  a t  th e i r  hone ask in g  fo r  a s s is ta n c e . I t  was evening and a beggar 
o r tramp c a lle d  a t  thu back-door ask ing  fo r  food . I 'm .  Denison in v ite d  h in  in to  the 
su n n c r-k itch cn , -nd a t  a  ta b le  th e re  he was supplied  w ith  on e x c e lle n t n e r .l. In s tead  
of leav in g  as expected a f te r  h is  r e p a s t ,  he took o f f  h is  shoes, and s ta te d  th a t  he 
in tended  to  remain fo r  the n ig h t ,  perhaps b e lie v in g  th a t  she was th e re  r.lonc. C ol. 
R.L.Denioon the Second re tu rn ed  from shopping in  the v i l la g e ,  s ta b le d  h is  h o rse ,
'n d  cane in  th e  back-door, much to  the b e g g a r 's  s u rp r is e .  Vhtn he d iscovered  the 
tram p 's unsocnly  conduct in  no t leav in g  a f t e r  hio  m eal. C ol. R.L. deoided to  teach  
h in  a le s so n . He got down r la rg e  lo o f  o f f re s h  w hite bread  (They brked th e i r  own 
bread in  those dayo.) and got down a lso  h is  cav a lry  3word which hung on the w all in  
the f ro n t hall."H ow , fe llo w ,"h e sa id , "you a re  going to  o a t th i s  whole lo a f ,  w ith  
only w ater to  waoh i t  down." The beggar proceeded to  c a t .  I t  w as'tough ' go ing , 
’.fhenover the beggar slowed up in  hio  e a t in g . C ol. R.L. menaced h ir. w ith  the sword. 
'Then no t a crumb o f the lo a f  rem ained, the beggar was l e t  go, and cau tio n ed .n o t to  
appear about those p.art3 a g a in , lo s t  r. worse th in g  b e f a l l  h in .
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Por some yoars p r io r  to  h i s  d ea th , I had the good fo rtu n e  to  correspond q u ite  
re g u la r ly  w ith  dear o ld  N apier Denison, as  f in e  a C h ris tian  as one would want to  
f in e  anywhere. Ho was o f g rea t a s s is ta n c e  to  me in  g a th erin g  ln fo ro a tio n  fo r  th is  
hook.

N apier Denison wee born a t  o ld  B ellevue. , .p r i l  19, 1866, being  th e  l a s t  member 
of the fam ily  to  be born th e re .  He was the son o f  C ol. Robert B r i t t a in  D -nison.
He l e f t  Toronto O bservatory in  1898, and was sen t to  V ic to r ia , 3 .C . ,  to  s t a r t  
w oatho r-fo rooastir.g , and work w ith  S . 3aynes Reed th e re .  He in s t a l l e d  th e  seismograph 
th e re  in  1890; in  1901 he read  a paper a t  th e  Glasgow B.—. . .S . .  lice t in g  on 
H o rito n ta l pendulum Movements, end a t  Cambridge, England, n e t S i r  Georcc Darwin, the 
g rea t t i d a l  nan, who encouraged h ie  in  h is  sp e c ia l s tu d ie s .  Upon re tu rn  to  B .C ., ho 
continued  p u b lish in g  s c i e n t i f i c  pa-x.ro and g iv in g  pub lic  le c tu re s ,o n e  aro u sin g  the 
pub lic  support o f a p e t i t io n  fo r  a sp e c ia l o b se rv a to ry . In  1911 he was allowed to  
p resen t a paper a t  the In te rn a tio n a l S e iaao lo g ica l Congress a t  JUxnchcatcr, England.
Ho was g ran ted  by Ottawa a sun o f  money to  e re c t  a  Consoles O bservatory , end prepared 
the plans p e rso n a lly . I t  was completed in  1914, and he was appoin ted  3upcrin tendan t 
o f  i t .  He continued p u b lish in g  o r ig in a l  papers a t  C a lifo rn ia  and Washington, D .C ., 
and in v en tin g  s c i e n t i f i c  in strum en ts r ig h t  up to  the time of h is  d ea th . E is  l a s t  
in v en tio n  which he was working on a t  the t in e  o f h is  death  was a s c i e n t i f i c  d u s t-  
remover fo r  h o s p ita l  nops. He h e ld  tlw Canadian Caveat on th i s  dated  1943. In  h is  
o ld  age he had along w ith h is  w ife taken refuge in  J’ount S t .  J 'ary  H o sp ita l, V ic to r ia , 
where he and hio  w ife  were w ell t r e a te d  by th e  f r ie n d ly  n u rsin g  s i s t e r s .  He noted 
th a t  they wont over the f lo o rs  w ith  some s o r t  of o 'c e d a r  nop . Subsequently they  had 
g rea t d i f f i c u l t y  in  g e t t in g  th e  dust out of the nop. U sually  th ey  shoo!: i t  out o f th e  
window, which he f e l t  was not a h e a lth fu l  th in g  to  do . Sc he was working on a  d u s t-  
renoving machlno. ~11 they hod th en  to  do, w..s to  p lace  th e  mop-head in  the machine, 
tu rn  an e le c t r i c  sw itch , count te n . and remove the nop so c lean  th a t  on. n ig h t 
imagine i t  was a  now one.

I  once asked N apier how he got the none N ap ie r. He sa id  h is  fa th e r  was a g roat 
adm irer of Lord N apier o f i a g d a l l a ,  and bestowed th is  none on h is  son , in  honour of 
h io  f r ie n d .  Lord N apier.

In  .’.p r i l  1933, a  d istu rb an ce  o f considerab le  p ropo rtions was recorded on the 
seismograph a t  the Dominion M eteoro log ical O bservatory  on G on talts  H oights, V ic to r ia , 
B.C. So w ell defined  wee the reco rd in g  th a t  N apier Denison, th e  d i r e c to r ,  caused an 
in v e s tig a tio n  to be taa.de, and i t  was d iscovered  th a t  a  v i s i t o r  had s a t  on th e  concrete  
m ounting-block of the instrum ent and d isp laced  se v e ra l b i l l io n s  o f atom s.

This i s  not a  science t r e a te d  w ith le v i ty  b u t on ao tu a l s to ry  recounted by 
N apier Denison in  the fo re  o f popular soienoc to  i l l u s t r a t o  to  numbers o f people who 
v i s i t  the observa to ry  annually  ju s t  how s e n s i t iv e  the instrum ent i s ,  in  ad d itio n  to 
rev ea lin g  a l i t t l e  Jenown s c i e n t i f i c  f a c t  to  the layman.

His s to ry  ro v ea ls  th a t  concre te  i s  not a  s o l id  > at a  l iv in g  mass o f atom s. This
was the type of s to ry  th a t  N apier Denison used  to  i l l u s t r a t e  h is  le c tu re s  to  the many
pcoolo who cone to  h is  observa to ry  w ith  only a cursory  i n t e r e s t ,  and l e f t  w ith  a
profound resp ec t fo r  the i n s t i tu t i o n  and th . d i r e c to r .  P ap ie r h in s c l f .  N apier Denison 
was a  s c ie n t i s t  and inven to r who devoted h is  l i f e  to  the fu rth e ran ce  of s c i e n t i f i c  

development in  a id  of mankind.
For th i r ty - th r e e  years N apier Denison devoted h is  a t te n t io n  to  a  m eteo ro log ica l 

study  o f the P ic i f i c  a re a . His observato ry  i s  s i tu a te d  in  V ic to r ia  on an id e a l rook 
foundation picked out by h in s c l f .  From i t  he was ab le  to  record  and study thousands 
of earthquakes around the P a c if ic  seism ic tone, and o th e rs  o r ig in a t in g  in  miny ^ a r ts  
of the w orld.

Mr. Denison s tu d ied  th e  c lim a tic  co n d itio n s  o f th i s  v a s t a re a , issu ed  d a ily  
weather f o re c a s ts ,  and c o lle c te d  weather d a ta  from more th an  200 s ta t io n s  under h i t  
su p e rv is io n  in  3,C .« and the Yukon. He prepared c h a rts  o f o l in a t io  oh-'nges fo r  more 
then t h i r t y  y e a rs . Prom chose he made a com posite c h a r t o f weather showing th a t  i t  
moves in  cycles ac ross thv co n tin e n t.

K r. Denison b e lie v e d  t h : t  earthquakes occur in  the seme cyc les os the t i l t i n g  of 
the e a r th .  The t i l t i n g  o r h o r is o n ta l  motion ceases a s t r a in  on c o r to in  p a r ts  and th is  
is  ad ju s ted  by an ea rth q u ak e .
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The 2J.eet r i e .  . 'jen o g ra rh  Invented by N apier Denison

The c l c c t r i e  anemograph inven ted  by N apier Denison i s  s t i l l  in  u se  r.t G ontalcs 
O bservatory . I t  reco rds the v e lo c ity  and d ir e c t io n  of thv wind co n tin u o u sly . The wind- 
gauge com prises four cups on o rossbar3 , which revolve w ith  every 31s t  of w ind. .. to t a l  
o f 500 rev o lu tio n s  equals one m ile . Then a n i lo  has boen to l l e d  o f f ,  on e l e c t r i c a l  
eo n tac t i s  mado which sends the record  down to  ano ther instrum ent in s id e  the
o b so rv a to ry . ..s the cu rren t speeds on i t s  way to  the reco rd ing  in stru m en t, i t  passes 
the w eather-vane and makes another e l e c t r i c a l  c o n ta c t , which in  tu rn  reco rds the 
d ir e c t io n  o f the wind a t  the end of each m ile . In  th is  way the genera l d ire c tio n  and 
v e lo c ity  of the wind a t  any t in e  i s  o b ta in ed . The exact t in e  a lso  i s  shown on the 
reco rd ing  in stru m en t, so th a t  th e  wind v e lo c ity  and d ir e c t io n  can be scon fo r  any 
minute o f the day.

Hapic.r Denison 's  C*n Telescope

Beneath the w hite den*, o f the observa to ry  i s  s i tu a te d  N apier D enison 's own 
te le sco p e , a  f iv e  inch in s tru m en t, mode by O.C. H astings of V ic to r ia , an am ateur 
astronom er. This instrum ent was in s ta l le d  fo r  the rarrposc o f K r. D enison 's own
observations and to  provide the v i s i t in g  p u b lic  w ith  some form o f popular sc ience
so th a t  they n ig h t get on in s ig h t  in to  s c i e n t i f i c  wdrk in  astronomy in  a  sim ple way.

I’r .  IK-nison used  to  c a s t  onto a  scroen an image o f the sun, 
showing thv numeroud sun sp o ts . In  th is  way he could ex p la in  the sun -s^o t th eo ry .
’Then th ese  spots a rc  la rg e r  and more numerous, ooldcr and w etter w eather i s  to be
oxpcctod.

l a n ie r  D enison 's Zvaporo.Tr&ph

On the lawn o f the O bservatory i s  an instrum ent c a lle d  on evaporograph, designed 
by P ap ier D enison. I t  measures th e  emount o f  evapora tion  from a  su rface  of w ater to  
a hundredth o f cn lnoh, b es id es reco rd ing  the exact p re o ip i ta t io n  and hum idity of the 
a i r .

Radio Tine S igna ls  System Inven ted  by Napier Per, i s  op

The l i t t l e  instrum ent th a t  sends out a c c u ra te ly  a do t fo r  oach second and a  long 
dash fo r  the hour was d e s i r e d  by P ap ier D enison. With th i s  in t e r n a t io n a l  rad io  tin e  
s ig n a ls  a re  b ro ad cast. These s ig n a ls  cay be depended upon bcoause o f N a p ie r 's  
in stru m en t, and a  few seconds inaccuracy could  make a l o t  o f d if fe re n c e  to  a l in e r  
in  the m id -p a c if ic .

Napier Denison follow ed h is  c a re e r  In scienco w ith  the acm e indom itable s p i r i t  
th a t  has marked the s to ry  o f h is  an c v s to rs .

O ther Inven tio n s
Poten t I’ur.bor

47438 Nov. 9. 1094
4636? June 16. 1894
49293 J\inc 21. 1895
49703 ;n g . 20, 1095
54326 Dee. 11. 1896
50997 Ja n . 10, 1896
52416 Kay 27, 1896
93093 Toy 16, 1905

Invention  
E le c tr ic  D ental r o to r  
E le c tr ic  T a b e t i c  Brake 
Grain Bin
E le c tr ic  T ran sm ittin g  Thermometer 
D ental !*etor Stop Motion 
Shaving Brush and Soap H older. 
S p rin k le r  fo r  P la n ts .
T~a 3 tra in c r  and InfViser (an ce s to r of 

the Tea Bag)
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R ichard L ip p in c o tt D cnison-Taylor, "T oron to 's  T e r r ib le " ,

S u r r e a l i s t  . j r t i s t ,  C a rto o n is t, I l l u s t r a t o r  
Best Known os R . T ay lo r, and as R ichard Taylor of 
_________ i n t e r n a t io n a l____________ Pane._____________ _ __

I was*token* by the f i r s t  l e t t e r  I ev er rece iv ed  fro n  Dick T ay lo r. I  had to ld  him 
I was looking up the Fam ily-T ree. He wished me every su ccess , and hoped (I  quote)
" th a t  1 would f in d  out a  whole l o t  o f th in g s  th a t  would p a t a  peraanent c r in p  in  a y  
h a i r " .  I  eruro d id , only I  d id n 't  pat too many of th en  in  th i s  book. T cylor i s  a  very 
in te re s t in g  unusual non— n o st geniuses a rc l

T aylor p a in ts  in  both  w a te r-co lo u rs  one o i l s .  His p ic tu re s  s e l l  f o r  & l o t  of 
money. His cartoons have ju s t  th a t  added something th a t  nnkes e d i to r s  o f the 
C o n tin en t's  Leading P u b lica tio n s  pr.y la rg e  sums fo r  th e  p r iv ile g e  of reproducing  them

T aylor th e  T e rr ib le  was not rea red  in  a  fam ily  o f an a rc h is ts  or r e b e ls .  He was 
one o f the D c n i s e n - T a y lo r s ,  who hark  back to  an an cesto r g ran ted  land  in  Toronto by 
the Crown f a r  beyond l iv in g  nomory. For th is  re  son. T aylor w ishes to  rc.mko so c ie ty  
in  th e  image of F a fn ir  th e  Dragon.

T aylor was born a t  F ort W illio o . He lea rn ed  to  walk nnd p a in t a t  ex a c tly  the some 
ago. At 12 he was recognised  as a conventional f ig u re  and lands or. Xi p a in te r .  . . t  Id , 
he pain ted  a canvas in  the s ty le  o f Reubens w ith  p le n ty  of nymphs and s a ty r s .  At 16, 
he p a in ted  slgno and p o s te rs  fo r  a l iv in g ,  down in  Los .a igc les in  a p lace th a t  was 
a Mexican movie th e a t r e .  They sa id  h is  p a in tin g s  d id  no t have enough blood in  them. 
Taylor ob liged  by adding  b lood .

He then a tten d ed  the Los ^ngclcs 3chool of A rt and D esign, and f in a l ly  re tu rn ed  tc  
Toronto to  en te r  the O ntario  C ollege of A r t .  He won a p rice  fo r  a cartoon  s t r i p ,  whic! 
landed him a  Job w ith  T o ro n to 's  Evening Telegram. „ t  one tim e he was on the s t a f f  of 
The G oblin , the Toronto U n iv e rs ity  Undergraduate K ogniino. His work was e x h ib ite d  by 
the O ntario  S ocie ty  o f . j - t i s t s  and the Royal Canadian ..codtmy. ..round, th is  t in e  he 
d id  work fo r  H oclcan’ s  llagacino under the name R icardo .

T a y lo r 's  work has been w idely  ex h ib ite d  a t  such p laoce as th e  Walker G a lle r ie s  in 
New York* B u tle r „ .rt I n s t i t u t e ,  Youngstown, Ohio; AddiBon G alle ry  o f ..ic r ic o n  A rt, 
Andovor, M ass.; R o u i l l ie r  G a l le r ie s ,  Chicago; Hudson G a lle r ie s ,  D e tro i t ;  and many 
o th e r p la c e s . He has many t in e s  co n trib u ted  to  The New Y orker.

Ho has liv e d  a t  F o rt C h e s te r, E .Y ., and B e th e l, Conn.; and ho now l iv e s  a t  
Umpawaug Road end Peaceable S t r e e t ,  >»t Redding, Conn.

His w ife i s  & daughter o f the la te  D r. Newton ]'.ac?avi8h, onetime e d i to r  o f  The 
Canadian r r .g a e in t, and woll known in  l i t e r a r y  and a r t  c i r c l e s .  Her name i s  Maxine.

T a y lo r 's  work hangs in  the :uooun o f Modern A r t ,  New York; tho  Boston Museum of 
Pine A rt; tho A lb rig h t A rt G a lle ry . B uffalo ; the W ichita I*uscun, ’f ie h i ta ,  Kansas; and 
nany o thor placos of s im ila r  im portance.

T a y lo r 's  Sur r e a l i s t  .art and I t s  Crumpet a

Most of T ay lo r’ s pen-and-ink dravings have m ysterious forms in  th en  th a t  resemble 
crum pots. This i s  o d n itted  by T aylor h im se lf , nnd explained  th i s  way:" I  re ce iv e  my 
g re a te s t  in s p ira t io n  fo llow ing  a h ea rty  nual o f hot b u tte re d  crum pets, shrim ps and 
ro o t beer, topped by a  cheap c ig a r .  The hendinoss th a t  r e s u l t s  t ra n s p o r ts  me in to  a 
realm  o f myopio p e n e tra tio n s , h i l c  in  t h i s  s ta te  I  t r y  to  v is u a lis e  a  s c r io s  o f 
crum pet-like  form s. Fron th ese  I  c a re fu l ly  s e le c t  the most u n in te re s t in g ."

The bulbous-eyed b lankness which i s  thv hallm ark  o f a l l  Taylor-mado f ig u re s  is  
achieved os fo llo w s: " . .f tc r  I 'v e  had ny in s p i r a t io n ,  i t  i s  sim ply a  n a t t e r  o f adding 
haphatard co n v e rsa tio n , the faces  of f r ie n d s  end r e l a t iv e s ,  and a  l i t t l o  morbid 
c u r io s i ty .  F u r th e r , I  an convinced th a t  long a f t e r  the events of th e  p re sen t a rc  
remembered, a y  a r t  w ill  be fo rg o tte n ."

Taylor has boon c a lle d  the "poet o f  th e  l i t t l e  man's sod bad dreams in  a  muddled 
w orld". Ho is  Baid to  p ic tu ro "an  e c rU  rnd oosy world W hortin th e  womon hover l ik e  
v u ltu re s  over men who ra re ly  escap e ."  H is women ( in  th e  p a in tin g s o f  course) arc  
bulbous-oyod, beak-nosed, p red a to ry , ro tu n d  and f a t ;  M s nen ( a lso  as a fo re sa id )  
a rc  round-launched, bay-windowed, and u n d e rs ie cd . T aylor has no "consoious po licy" 
cxcopt " to  r id ic u le  p retence and s m ^ i c s s ' .
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Once w hile l iv in g  on Church S t r e e t ,  T oronto ,T aylor picked up c a ts ----n ine of t h e n -
a l l  from a l le y s ---- each c a t had nino l iv e s — so th a t  nakes---- lo t  me soc---- l o t ' s  got
a ca lcu la tin g -m ach in o . V hatever money he node from h is  drawings went to  feed  the c a ts .  
The co ts  ato  so mach, ho found he co u ld n 't pay th e  r e n t .  They yowled so m o h , day and 
n ig h t, th a t  a l l  the neighbours went down to  th e  C ity  H all and took ou t an in ju n c tio n
a g a in s t the c a t s .  Taylor was fo rced  to  tu rn  the c a ts  over to  the 3umanc 3 o c ic ty . This
node him 30 nad a t  T oronto , th a t  he went to  th e  S ta te s .

Taylor i s  F e ra i t to d  to have a l l  th e  P ets
----- hj.. l ik e s  In th e  flood old  U .3 ,^

While enjoying l i f e  on h is  country  e s ta te ,  and corcraini e a tin g  w ith  e d i to rs  b y  
m ail on ly , he spondo any spare time he can got w ith  h is  p h e a s rn ts , racoons, deer, 
3 q u ir ro la , groundhogs, and chi .r a n k s .

He has tvio dogs—.'.fghon hounds c o lle d  T rilliu m  and T ra il in g  .j b u t u s • He has one-
c a t— the a l le y  v a r ie ty — c o lle d  Batch*sometimes c a l le d  D aisy.

T a y lo r 's  Own X>efinition o f 3 u rro a lis ri 
------------------- __________________________

S u rrea lis r . in  .x t  is  a  movement which a ttem pts to  d e p ic t th e  imagery o f  the 
subconscious mind ( p a r t ic u la r ly  03 o u tlin e d  by P roud). The S u r r e a l is ts  b e lie v e  th a t  
R e a lity  in  the o ld  scn9e—-th e  e x te r io r  world— is  n o t n e a rly  so r e a l  aa the in n er 
R ea lity  of th e  ego (and who i s  to  say them nay?) They fo o l th a t  th e  e x te r io r  world 
cannot compare in  in te r e s t  fo r  th e  a r t i s t —  who is  abovo a l l  a High P r ie s t  o f the
S p i r i t ---- w ith the ' i n t e r i o r  w orld of the n ind  as uncovered by tho modem sc ien ce  of
psychology and th a t  in  fo llow ing  the le a d  of psychology th ey  a rc  m erely c a rry in g  on 
the t r a d i t io n  of the Old K aste rs  who always kept in  s te p  w ith  tho s c i e n t i f i c  
developments of th e i r  tim e.

There i s ,  of co u rse , a  g re a t  deal of bunk and sido-show ballyhoo mixed up in  
a l l  t h i s ,  p a r t ly  because of Dada which preceded S urrealism  (a tonguc-ln-cheok a r t  
meant to  ou trage snug acadomisr. and bourgeois r e s p e c ta b i l i ty  ) -nd p a r t ly  because of 
modern p u b lic ity  methods n ecessary  fo r  success in  any f i e l d .

Y y  '’unpublished" w ate rco lou r drawings a re  n o t,  s t r i c t l y  speaking , s t r a ig x t  
S u r r e a l is t  a r t .  in  them I have bordered  on S urrea lism  somewhat,  but in  the main I 
havo t r ie d  only to  nmao or e n te r ta in  in  the sense th a t  some of the Old 3oys 
(Hieronymus 3osch, e t c . , )  d id . You might c a l l  what I do on a r t  o f puro fa n ta sy , the 
o ren tio n  of on im aginary w o r ld . . .  soao tincs humorous, sometimes g rim . The substance 
of day-drooms, slccp-dream o and even n igh tm ares. I nn n o t the s l ig h te s t  b i t  concerned 
w ith  .any profound noonings or d o c tr in e s , and d o n 't  t ry  to  i l l u s t r a t e  th e o r ie s  of 
any k in d .

Surrealism  i s ,  in  a sen se , s a t i r i c a l .  Or perhaps I should scy , i t  sometimes i s ,  
o r  can be.
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In  ny search  fo r  r e la t iv e s  fo r  th i s  fam ily  h is to ry ,  I d iscovered  tlxo address of 
Charles 3 u rra rd  K ingston in  the su rr.tr  of 1943. I wrote to  h in , one rece iv ed  a  very 
in te r e s t in g  one f r ie n d ly  re p ly . He enclosed  the fo llow ing  th ree  b io g rap h ica l sk e tch es .
I wrote and thanked h in , and n ig h t have heard  fu r th e r  fro n  h in , t a t  he d ied  Dee. 31, 
1943. The l e t t e r  he wrote to  nc wo* one o f -he In s t  he ever w ro te . F i r s t  h is  own 
biography as he wrote i t  f o r  nc fo r  th is  book:

Born Kay 15, 1867. T a rr ie d  l i a r .  29, 1913 Ja n e t Blyth T ra in , daughter o f Rev. John
0 . T ra in , w ell known S o o ttis h  n in ia t c r ,  and onctinc  M oderator o f th e  P re sb y te rian  
Churoh in  England. Charles B urrard  K ingston g raduated  f ro n  M cG ill, B .E .. 1887,
3 .i . .S e .,  1892, and was given the honourary degree of LL.D., 1929. He p ra c tise d  M s 
p ro fessio n  o f m ining eng ineer in  Canada, U .3 .„ . , A u s tra l ia ,  South . . f r i e a ,  end Rhodosia. 
Ho was co n su ltin g  eng ineer and genera l nanager o f th ree  concessions in  n o rth e rn  
Rhodesia oovering cn a re a  of 15,000 square m ile s . His company d isco v ered , developed, 
and c<juippcd largo  copper d ep o s its  th a t  hr.ro become on Qnpirc a s s e t .  E is company a lso  
developed under h is  d ire c t io n  o th e r d ep o s its  o f s t r a te g ic  m in era ls  th a t  a re  needed 
in  w artim e. In  1929, he r o t i r e d  to  England, where he has been a member of one o f the 
committees of th e  Im peria l I n s t i t u t e ,  a  member o f th e  C ounoil, and P re s id en t o f  the 
I n s t i tu t io n  of M ining -nd r x ta l l u r g y , and member o f sev era l o th e r eng ineering  
o o o le tic s .

L ieu ten an t P e te r  Rookc K ingston , B ..'.., 3 .3 c . ,
Son of the Ebovc

Born ;.p r . 23, 1914. He nttondod O rundlc. He was in te re s te d  in  rowing and s tro k ed  
h is  house b o a t. He went to  C lare C ollege, Cambridge, where he took h is  B .i . . ,  degree 
w ith  honours in  M echanical E ng ineering . Ho continued h is  in te r e s t  in  rowing and 
stroked  ono of the C lare College b o a ts ,  and won h is  o a r .  He was a lso  in te re s te d  in  
the eng ineering  s id e  of the O .T.C. In  1937, he g raduated  from M cGill in  K ining 
Engineering w ith  the degree o f B .S c ., f i r s t  in  h is  c la s s  and gold m e d a lis t .  . . f to r  n 
yoar in  Canadian H ines, he went to  South E f r ic a ,  and jo in ed  the s t a f f  o f one o f the 
b ig  mining co rp o ra tio n s in  Johannesburg. Here he was doing w e ll, when the Second 
G reat ’./or broke o u t.  He was sen t to  Potcholstroom  fo r  t r a in in g  and passed  a t  th e  
head of h is  c la s s .  He went to  Egypt w ith  the 23rd South .’.Tricon .a r t i l l e r y  as  a 
l ie u te n a n t .  Ho vo lun teered  fo r  t r a n s f e r  to  the Royal . j t i l l e r y ,  and sorved w ith the 
31st Regiment, Royal . . r t i l l c r y  in  the K iddle E a s t . He was k i l l e d  in  a c tio n  in  I t a ly ,  
Feb. 12, 1944.

C ecily  Kory K ingston 
Daughter of Charles S urrard  K ingston

Born l ta r .  11, 1916. Educated in  England, and passed the exam ination fo r  the 
Ju n io r C e r t i f ic a te  which admits to  u n iv e r s i t i e s .  She then  went fo r  & tim e to  Prance, 
and on her re tu rn  was p resen ted  a t  Court w ith her mother in  1934. She nex t took the 
t r a in in g  of "The League of H ealth  and Beauty" ,  and was fo r  a t in e  in s t ru c tr e s s  a t  the 
London Head M asters o f the League. Then the war broke o u t, she a t  once Joined the
P ....H .Y .S .. as an ambulance d r iv e r .  She was d r iv in g  a t  Folkestone when the troops 
orjac back fro n  Dunkirk. .’. f t c r  the B a ttle  o f 3 r l tn in  she was t r a n s fe r re d  to  the S c o ttish  
command, a f t e r  n in e  months' d r iv in g , she was se n t to  the O .C .T.U ., In  Edinburgh, and 
was given a  commission in  the ^ .T .S .;w as  se n t to  th e  Southern Command in  England 
under Lady C a r l is lo .  She was promoted to  Jun io r Comender (Captain) and was s p e c ia l ly  
a tta c h e d  to Lady C a r l i s lo .  Here she m et, and on Dec. 12, 1942, m arried  C aptain  B asil 
W ingatc-Scul, sooond son o f 3 i r  E rnest « /inga te -3au l, X .C .; Bocil l a t e r  was promoted 
M ajor. He i s  a  b a r r i s t e r  in  c i v i l  l i f e .  Es reg u la tio n s  forbade husband one w ife 
from working a t  the some p o s t ,  she was tr a n s fe r re d  to  ano ther post in  the Southern 
Command as Jun ior Commander and . .d ju ta n t.
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John I’o rtim er Courtney was a  C iv il S ervan t, bom  a t Fcneoncc, England, second son 
o f John 3nanaon Courtney. He was p r iv a te ly  educated and was fo r  sene years in  the 
se rv ic e  of tho Bank o f  Agra, In d ia . In  1869 he cone to  Canada a t  the in v i ta t io n  of 
3 ir  John Rose, and became Jano 2, 1869 Chief C lerk  and A s s is ta n t 3 co rc ta ry  of the 
T reasury  Board of Canada. On Aug, 1 , 1878, he become DcjMty IT ln is to r of F inance,and 
th is  post he occupied u n t i l  h is  re tire m e n t, O ct. 31, 1905. In  1907 h i was Chalmon 
o f th e  Commission appointed to  in v e s tig a te  the working of th e  C iv il Servioo .’.c t ,  and 
tho re p o rt which he subm itted  in  1908 was the b a s is  of le g is la t io n  e s ta b lis h in g  th e  
C iv il Servioo Commission, and making com petitive  exam inations o b lig a to ry . In  1897, 
he was o rca tcd  a Companion o f S t .  H lehacl and 3 t .  George, and in  1903 a Companion of 
the Im perial Serv ice O rder.

Colonel R eginald I 'o r t in e r  Courtney

Colonel Courtney, son o f the above John K o rtin c r  Courtney, i s  the head o f  an 
Insurance and R«-al E s ta te  firm  in  Ottawa c a lle d  Courtney and G ran t. Ec i s  in te re s te d  
in  b o a tin g , ant has sev era l f in e  s a i l in g  sh ip s .

Guy K ingston .J e a

Guy Kingston .jrg lc s  wrote th is  biography fo r  th i s  book when he wos a t  Liguanca, 
Jam aica.

Guy Kingston Arglca was born a t  Johannesburg, South A fr ic a , Kov. 27, 1911, Ho was 
m arried  in  Jamaica on J a n . 22, 1938 to  l 'l s s  B arbara Lucy ,/ates who was born in  Kent, 
England, whloh a lso  happens to  bo the a n c e s tra l hone of th e  .jrg lc s  Fam ily, He has
two sons---- Guy Ainsworth A rglcs and John L e s lie  Kingston . j -g lc s ,  His w ife 's  n o th o r 's
surname was A insworth, w hile L e s lie  was h is  f a th e r - in - la w 's  given name. Proa 1911 to  
1923, Guy Kingston A rglcs liv e d  in  South . . f r i c a ,  exoopt fo r  two v i s i t s  to  England, 
the longest being du rin g  the f i r s t  Great vfor. In  1923, he wont to  England to  l iv e .
From 1924 to  1929 he went to  school a t  C harterhouso . From 1929 to  1932 he a tten d ed  
London U n iv e rs ity  . .g r lc u l tu ra l  C o llege , '/y e , K en t. The n ex t year he went to  Cambridge 
on a C olonial A g ric u ltu ra l S ch o la rsh ip ; th i. fo llow ing  y e a r , he was a t  the Im perial 
College of T rop ical A g ric u ltu re , T rin id ad , on tho same sc h o la rsh ip . In  1934 and 1935 
he spent sh o rt periods w ith  the J 'in i s t r y  of a g r ic u l tu re  a t  London, and in  F a lc s tln o  
f o r  fu r th e r  t r a in in g .  Thon fo r  two years he worked a t  the Io p o r ia l Bureau of F ru it  
P roduotion. E ast H u lling  Research S ta tio n , K ent, England, where ho n e t h is  w ife . For 
the fo llow ing  ten  y e a rs , w ithou t a b reak , he has remained w ith  the jnna icon  .-g r lc u ltu ra l 
S e rv ice , where he i s  Senior a g r ic u l tu r a l  O ff ic e r .

In  1952 he io  a t  Vhitcaoon Farm, D oddlsconblcigh, Devon, England, \ftillo in  Jamaica 
he encouraged tho production  o f  fo o d s tu ffs  by the n a tiv e s  under tho S ir  F rank Stoehdalc 
Commission.

John Denison K ingston A rglos

John Denison K ingston .’j rg lc s ,  b ro th e r  of th e  above mentioned Guy ..rg lc s  was named 
a f te r  Admiral John Denison who was h is  g o d -fa th e r . In p eaee tin c  he wr.a on the Stock 
Exchange in  London, England. IXiring the Second G reat 7 a r  ho was a C aptain in  the 
A n ti-A irc ra f t  S ection  o f  tho Royal A r t i l le ry *  and served in  the llld d io  E ast and I t a ly .  
Ho is  now w ith  th e  B r i t i s h  Council in  'Tostern Germany, 1952,
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D ealring  to  a v a il  h im self of the b e n e f it  o f new c lau ses in  an « e t passed by the 
e ig h th  Parliam ent o f Upper Canada a f f e c t in g  th e  m i l i t i a .  Colonel Chewett, then in  
command of the 1 s t West York Regiment o f M i l i t i a ,  dcoided to  c re a te  a tro o p  o f cavalry  
in  oonnection w ith  h is  b a t t a l io n .  I t  was the y e a r  1822. The man he chose to  do i t  fo r 
him was C o l. George T . Denison th e  F i r s t .  The reasons he gave fo r  h is  choice were th a t  
C ol. G.T. had served  in  the War o f  1812-14 w ith  d is t in c t io n ,  th a t  ho was a p a r t ic u la r ly  

, good horsoman of e n e rg e tic  temperament, and th a t  ho was th e  most a v a ila b le  and b e s t-
equipped to  undertake th is  d u ty . The troop  of oava lry  so foundod was c a lle d  v a rio u s ly  
D enison's Cavalry and D enison 's H orse.

There i s  an in te r e s t in g  s to ry  o f how they  got th e i r  p a r t ic u la r  type o f uniform  
of the design  and colour th a t  i t  was. I t  happenod th a t  a  t a i l o r  had uoved to  town. 

H isto ry  records h is  name as Wedge. I t  was n o ised  about th a t  he had been t a i l o r  to
K.H.13th L ight Dragoons in  England. He was im m ediately h ire d  to  make uniform s fo r 
D enison 's C avalry . He made theso  uniform s ex ac tly  l ik e  tho ones ho had rude in  England. 
T herefo re , wh^n the 13th L ight Dragoons cone to  Canada du rin g  th e  Penion tro u b le s , 
they  found the Canadians in  th e i r  own uniform s*

From 1822 to  1837 the uniform  was a  b lue co a tee , w ith  b u ff  fac in g s  over th e  b re a s t ,  
th ic k ly  laced  fo r  o f f io e r s ,  and lacod  a lso  on tho  slcovos and back. Tho shako was o f 
bear sk in , of helm et shape, w ith  a plume of red  and w hite fe a th e rs  s tand ing  e re c t  up 
th e  s id e . The o v e ra lls  were b lue w ith  a double w hite s t r ip e  down the o u ts id e . L  sash 
was a lso  worn.

In  1861, Col* G.T. Denison th e  F i r s t ,  p repared  a memorial signed  by Colonels 
R ichard L ., Gcorgo T . ,  th e  Second, and Robert B r i t t a in  D enison, ask in g  the Govornor- 
Gcncral of Canada, who a t  th a t  tim e was Y iscount Uonck, to  g ran t the 1 s t York Cavalry 
tho t i t l o  o f G overnor-G eneral's Body Guard, in  co n s id e ra tio n  o f the tro o p  having 
performod o sco rt duty  so o ften  and f o r  so cony Govcrnors-Gencral o f Canada. This was 
presen ted  to  Lord Konck by C o l. R.L. Denison h im se lf . Nothing happened. Then on / .p r i l  
13, 1866, the Royal Guidos o f M ontrea l, a  newly o rgan ised  o u t f i t  suddenly wore g ran ted  
the nano G overnor-G eneral's Body Guard. The Toronto tro o p  com plained, and were gran ted  
the name o f G ovcrnor-G cnoral's Body Guard o f Upper Canada, w hile the M ontreal troop  
becom e'of Lower C anada '. When the l a t t e r  troop  became defunct some years l a t e r ,  the 
Toronto troop become sim ply, os they had wonted, tho G ov^rnorH lcnoral'a Body Guard.
«lt l a s t  they  were second to  none, o r  as th e i r  motto reads in  L a tin , "N ulli Secundus".

L t  one tim e th e  G overnor-G eneral's Body Guard was nude up la rg e ly  o f D enisons.
In 1939, th e re  were no Denisons in  i t  a t  a l l*  ..round th a t  t in e  i t  was amalgamated 
w ith the M ississauga Horse to  become the G overnor-G eneral's Horse Guards— ra th e r  an 
improvement in  the name. Besides having no Denisons in  i t  to -day , I am q u ite  w il l in g  
to  wo£tr th a t  th e re  arc  no horses in  i t  e i t h e r ,  .j  f a r  as I know, i t  i s  e n t i r e ly  
mechanised. The end of the none G overnor-G eneral'a Body Guard marked the end o f on 

o ra  in  Canadian H is to ry .



Deni sons in  the R ebellion  of 1037---- 1038 102.

Daring th i s  famous r e b e l l io n .  C ol. G.T. Denison the P i r s t  was in  oorraand of Old 
P o rt Toronto. His b ro th e r . C aptain  Thomas John Denison. a lso  served  in  defence o f 

Canada, as nay be noted from th e  fo llow ing  in c id e n t ,  a  reco rd  o f  which has been 
handed down to u s .

On one p a r t ic u la r  occasion th e  defenders of the f o r t  beheld a body o f men coming 
in  the d ire c t io n  of the P o r t .  Vero they  f r ie n d s  o r fo es?  F o rtu n a te ly  befo re  a s in g le  
sho t was f i r e d .  Colonel George T. Denison the F i r s t  exclaim ed:

"That nan out in  f ro n t looks very much l i k e  my b ro th e r Tom," I t  w as. C aptain  
Thomas John Denison, a  c a p ta in  in  tho m i l i t i a ,  and who had fought a t  Queenston in  
the War o f 1012—14, was l iv in g  a t  Weston northw est o f T oronto . H earing of the outbreak 
ho had c o lle c te d  a l l  the men he could  w ith  a l l  a v a ila b le  weapons in c lu d in g  p itc h - fo rk s , 
and had marched them to  th e  P ort to  o f fe r  what a s s is ta n c e  they  could in  th e  se rv ice  of 
Canada*

Colonel Robert B. Denison once sa id  th a t  on th a t  occasion C apt. Thonas D enison 's 
troop  had met a reb e l p ip er cn ro u te  and had forced  him to  pipo thon to  the P o r t.

C ol. G.T. Denison the Second in  "The Canadian Monthly" o f .'.p ril 1073 t e l l s  the 
follow ing about the p a rt he h im self played in  the R ebellion  In defence o f  h is  
Sovereign. "/© had performed our share o f g a rr iso n  du ty , and haa token p a r t  in  tho 
so -c a lle d  B a tt le  o f C allow 's H i l l .  We had a lso  gone through the w in te r march to  the 
V illage of S co tland , and on to  In g c rso ll under S ir  JJan  KacNab. Thonco we marched to  
Chippewa, where th e  company in  which I was a  l ie u te n a n t was s ta tio n e d  as p o rt o f  the 
fo rce  boseig ing  Navy Is la n d ."

Mentioned in  the o r ig in a l  order-book o f the 1 s t Regiment o f West York l i i l l t i a ,  
covering  th e  period  Toy 29, 1037 to  Nov. 26, 1838, a rc  th e  fo llow ing  names o f Donisons 
and r e la t iv e s :  Major George Denison, Captain Thomas Denison, L ieu ten an t R .L .D enison, 
and Ensigns George T. Denison and W illiam J .  Coates (hatband of 3ophla Taylor D enison).

Then th e re  were the York Dragoons, who were on se rv ic e  between December and June, 
They were o ff ic e re d  as fo llo w s: Major George T. Denison the P i r s t ,  in  command; R.L, 
Denison, l ie u te n a n t;  Pcrinc Lawrence, cornet ( a  rclr.tiv©  of the Weston Denison 
Branch). Tho York Dragoons d id  so w ell th a t  they were honoured w ith  the r ig h t  to  tho 
name The Queen's L ight Dragoons, in  acknowledgement of th e i r  se rv ic e  to  tho Queen,
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/.s r e la te d  e a r l i e r  (p t^e 50) most o f the Denisons were taken  p riso n er a t  the 
C ap itu la tio n  o f York, 1813. ! ! r .  John Denison, son o f  C harles L e s lie  Denison, t e l l s  
th i s  in te r e s t in g  ad d itio n  to  the s to ry . The Denisons were token by t h e i r  c ap to rs  to 
the u n d e n t  P ort which stands on the _m criccn sido  a t  the nouth  o f  the R iver N iagara 
where i t  em pties in to  Lake O n ta rio . They were d e ta in ed  th e re  under one guard w ith  a 
Basket nd f ix e d  bayonet. On-, o f the Deni sons, probably George, bought a  b o t t le  of 
whiskey, and tak in g  very l i t t l e  h in a c l f , kept o ffe r in g  i t  to  th e  guard . . . f t e r  the 
guard hod had about th re e  d r in k s , George suggested th a t  he f in is h  o f f  the b o t t l e .  
Then occurred  what hw was hoping fo r*— The guard p laced  the bayonet between h is  
knees no h«- s tood , threw back h is  head , and ra is e d  the b o t t le  to  h is  l ip s  w ith  both 
hands. George adm in istered  a powerful r ig h t  to  h is  Jaw. The guard fw ll over as  i f  he 
had been a row o f n in e -p in s . The Denisons to o k  h is  bayonet and n u s 'x t ;  h as ten ed  to  a 
s n a il  boat th a t  rode a t  i t s  mooring lin e  ju s t  below; cut i t  lo o se ; end escaped in  i t  
to  the Canadian s id e . ?ron  thence they found th e i r  way back to  York, end homo*

John Denison a lso  says th a t  when the E o rth -’/c s t R ebellion  o f 1885 broke o u t,  the 
Governor-General1 a Body Guard needed mounts fo r  th e i r  cavalry*  Tow h is  f a th e r ,  Charles 
L e s lie  Denison, was very in te re s te d  in  breed ing  race -h o rse s ,(o n e  o f the reasons fo r  h is  
s t a r t in g  D uffurin  Race T rack ). John Denison remembers th a t  C ol. George T . Denison the 
T hird  and Col* C lcrencc Denison reproached h is  f a th e r  w ith  a view to  o b ta in in g  m ounts. 
Charles L e s lie  Denison supp lied  th e  3ody Guard w ith  ho rses a t  so such per day> and 
they were the f in e s t  ho rses a v a i la b le ,  ~ f tc r  th e  war was over th e  same group gathered  
to  ta lk  about i t .  George and Clarence were very proud o f how they  had cap tured  nr 
Ind ian  th ie f  who rode a bronco* Charles L e s lie  Denison chimed in  w ith  "You c o u ld n 't  
have done t h a t ,  i f  you h a d n 't had my h o rses" .

The Ride Through th e  F ig h t

.‘.bout sevvn years a f te r  Rusholnc was f i r s t  t w i l t ,  a  r e a l  e s ta te  deal was 
consummated which, in  the l ig h t  o f p resen t-day  methods, i s  s ig n i f ic a n t  o f the oasc 
in  which la rg e  p ro p erty  tu rn o v ers  were node, as  w ell as throw ing s tro n g  emphasis on 
th e  en e rg e tic  ch a ra c te r  of the f i r s t  Denison who owned Rusholno.

The n o rth  h a l f  o f Park Lot 26, where Htydon V il la  l a t e r  s to o d , was up fo r  sa le  on 
b eh a lf  of i t s  ovmcr, 7 1 H i  cm Crooks o f 3 t .  C a th a rin e s . Several l e t t e r s  had a lread y  
parsed between C ol. Denison and the owner, when i t  was suddenly lea rn ed  th a t  ano ther 
p ro sp ec tiv e  jn reh a se r  was in  s ig h t .

C ol. Denison had. loarned th a t  h is  r iv a l  fo r  the p roperty  had l e f t  one p a r t ic u la r  
morning fo r  a t r i p  ac ro ss  the la k e , m ed w ith  the n ecessary  funds and determ ined to  
acq u ire  the la n d . Coning out of a  *rin g  3 tro c t  shop on th.. b e a u tifu l  : ' ~ y  day, th e  keen 
Denison eye cau$*t s ig h t o fth c  only sloop  a v a ila b le  fo r  lake t r a f f i c  becalmed Ju st o ff 
th e  is la n d .

Hurrying to  a f r ie n d  he borrowed L 300 on . s ta r te d  to  rid e  to  S t .  C a th a rin e s . The 
r e s t  of th a t  day and n l^ h t and w ell in to  the nex t morning C ol. Denison urged h is  horse 
forw ard on: reached h is  d e s t in a t io n  in  tir.>_ to  see thv sloop slowly cooing toward the 
town. He roused Crooks and h is  frm ily  from th e i r  fou r o 'c lo c k  slum bers and l e f t  the 
house w ith the deed to the Heydon 7111a pro x-rty  and enough money fo r  b re a k fa s t in  h is  
p o ck e t. He met the o th e r in v e s to r  coning up from the sloop .

The r id e  in  thoso days ’ as a dangerous one, being through e ig h ty  m iles o f  fo re s t  
and darkness around the border o f the la k e , b a t os iho r e la to r  o f the anoedoto 
remarked, " th e  p r is e  was worth i t " .

Pollowing a  p ious preamble about d is c re a n ta  • ho lake our f ire o id e a  unsafe and I n s t i l  
te r r o r  in to  the h e a r t  of the s e t t l e r  more su re ly  th an  the howl o f th e  w olf, an old  
newspaper d ip p in g  t e l  la  o f  the reoidence o f  C ol. R.L. Denison b c ia^  invaded by a 
b u rg la r . Hearing a no iac  R.L. Denison rushed dow nstairs in  the dark and a t rack twioe 
a t  the invader w ith a oword. I t  m issed i t s  nark  as d id  a p is to l  sho t from th e  b u rg la r 
who dashed Away. K r. D. then rushed u p s ta i r s  end f i r e d  through an open window w ith  a 
d o u b le -b a rre lle d  gun a t  the burc l a r ,  who w ith  two pals eBoaped.


