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Early Origins

~ Tho namoB Donison and Taylor occur froquontly in this rooord, both separately
and in the combinations Taylor-Lc.nlson and Dv.nison-Taylor. Both names aro Norman In
origin, and dorivo their "beginnings In England from oonquorors in the train of the
groat William, Duke of Normandy, who conquered England in the year 1066, Donioon
proooods from a mythioal Comto do'Nioon, and Taylor from Baron Taillofor, "both of
wamwere soldior-ooramandoro undor William. It “oan he readily Been, thoroforo, that
there is littlo connection between the reno Denison and Dionysius, tho Grook god of
wine, or St, Denis the natron saint of Franco. Tho nane Taillcfcr moant “3taturc of
Iron*. Tho Saxon poet Mode wroto a poem about Baron Taillcfcr. _
~ The name Denison viao known to Yorkshire, England, from Normen timeo, but

Parish rogiBtoro are lacking prior to the middle of the seaentoenth oontury, at which
| time, the name Denison appears in the Parish Register of Leeds, and thoro wes a

largo family of the name In and about tho oity of Leeds, oallod Denison of Great
Woodhouse, from which family wo aro undoubtedly sprung.

i Four miles from Leeds, in a little town oallcd Castloford, begins the earliest

recorded history of our particular Denisons which | hnvo thus far boon able to
uncovor, _ _ _ _

~ Francis and t'c.ry Denison were married, and, about tho yoar 1706, in tho'
reign of Her Host Gracious Majesty, Queen ijuio, they settled In Castloford, and bought
a farmat Houghton in tho suburbs of that town.‘The prosent ohuroh at Castloford, tho
| Churoh of ..11 Saints, was built in 1866, on the. site of nn carlior ohuroh of tho same
| nano, foundod in tho 13th century.

Tho ﬁrooont ohuroh has an anoiont Parish Register, labollod, "L Register Booko
of .11 Birt

S
s, Burlalls and Marriages within this Parish of Castloford, bogun tho
I 29th of September, 1653.”.

J In this roglstor aro rcoordcd the baptisms of all tho ohildrcn of Franoiu and
h Mary Denison. Tho registor is written in Latin and Francis Denison is described as

Fronciscus Denison do HouC?hton, the roferenoe being to Houghton, half a milo duo
south from Castloford, and presently known as Glass Ho

ughton.
Their ohildrcn mentioned in the ro7%lstor art ao f%llows:

1. WJina (.jinc) baptised Juno H 1707.
1 2. Guiliclmus (William) baptised Oot. 5, 1708*
| 3. Franoisous (Francis) baptised Jan. 25, 1711,

4. Maria (Tory ertISQd Mar. 3, 1713, buried liar. 13, 1713.

5. Joannes (John) baptisod Tar. 3, 1713. °’

6. Georgius_(Geor e?:)ebaptlsed Juno 24, 1716.

7. David, baptisod Deo. 13, 17109. _ _ _

| Their father, Francis Denison of Houghton, wes oviucntly an influential man of
| considorablo importanoo, and prpbably fairly woll cduoatod, for a noto In the Parish
| Register in tho column that gives the ohurohwardcns every year gives tho following
| for tho yoar 1709 : "Robertuu Webstar ot Prancinouu Denison, Eoolcoiao Guardiani ot
J
I

Suporvisoros Pauporum®, that is to say "Robort Webstor and Francis Denison Church-
wardons and Ovorsccro of the Poor”. . »

| Of tho above ohildrcn of Franois Denison, | havo urooord or John (Joannes)
for whioh | am indobtod to Mrs. Joo%lgon _Brock ofEngland. The rooord is a short
rintod one of unknown authorship. In 1090 it wes moiled to Mrs. Brook’s father,
dmiral John Denison, addressed o/o The .".dmiralty Postmaster, Singapore#
oo Tho author says ho-j is a grandson of the above John Denison, and that ho
on

gs to whut ho oallo the Kooryart-Denison Branch of tho_FamiIg._ Mooryurt apﬁears
to boa place name, possibly somowhfaro in tho CAst like India or Singaporo. John,

| from tradition in his branch of the family, eloped with a Kiss Koagar, or Hagar, or
| Moar, of Guildford, £>urroy,and settled at Pontefract, Yorkshire, having issue i 1.

| Stanhopo, born 1753, 2.Ltinckoh, born 1754, 3. Frederick, born 1755, 4.Diana, born

| 1758, and 6. larrr.dukc.Of theso, Proderich, the writer's fathor, was born at Hedon,
| Yorkshire. In tho old churchyard at Hedon is a flat stone monument, built on a briok
| foundation, and very dilapidated. The inscription on it reads: “Frederick Denison,

|
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died Sept, 1844, and Ann, his wifo, died Jan. 1842, aged 89 and 83 respootivoly.Tho
Pontofract Register also gives that Marnaduko Denison narriod 1779 Elisabeth Nunns,

in tho presence of John Denison and Ann Rymor, and that John Denison in 1772 married
Elisabeth Cawood. Of this second carriage to Elisabeth Cawood, John Denison had a son
John, described as of Pontefraot, who carried there in 1805 Mary Wobstor, also of
Pontplfract. Tho above'E li saboth Cawood Denison was murdered in 1804 by an unknown
assailant,

Tho rocord continues * "My father, Willian Denison, was brought up from his youth
by his first cousin, Dr. Thomas Denison of Torrington Square, London, in whose house
ho lived. My father was Frederick, who was son of John, as above* My father on his
return from a long residence in the East, in 1842, was on intimate terms with Dr.
Denison, until the doctor's death. Both my uncles, one of whomis now alive, and the
other who died two or three years ago, personally knew George Denison of Bedon well,
and wore also aware that their cousin, John Denison,had emigrated to Canada,” _

Of the above children of Francis and Mary Denison of Castleford, it is with their
fourth son, Georgo Denison, that this reoord Is chiefly concerned. Like his father,
Georgo Denison was brought up on the land and his chief Interest was farcing. Ho dealt
in grain, buying and selling it for profit, bo is described as a comfaotor ggraili-
nerchant) and later as a maltster. This calling took him over a wide area o
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire. _

~ Ore day ho went ug the river Trent, and stopped off at a watering-place called
Boringhom énow Burringham). Hero ho visited on business the Parkinson Brothors, John,
William and Robert, possessed of a large acreage of grain, and dealing in the buying
and selling of farm-lands. As it turned out, the Parkinson Brothers had something
besides aram that interested Georgo Denison— their pretty eigfatcen-yoar-old sister,
IMary Parkinson. She was tho youngest of the famllx, and had boon born posthumously,
Georgo wes thirty-fivo, Mary, eighteen, but they had fallen in love. Georgo askod for
hor hand in oarriago. Burringham wes a small hamlet with no church, Mary was under age,
Amarriage-liccnco was a necessity. This was obtained in the City of Lincoln. The
original is now on file in the Cathodral Library, Lincoln. It is to bo found in
Marrla%e-Bonds, 1752, No. 4, and roadsi "George Denison, bachelor and comfaotor of
Castleford, Yorkshire, and Mary Parkinson,spinster, Boringhan, to be married at Wrawby-
Brigg Chapel, May 14, 1752”. George and Mary were married in tho chapel of St. Mary's
Church, Wrawty, The regiator says “tay 14, 1752, by licence”. W is 1) miles
northwest of Brigg. It is built on on cmincnco, St. Mary's Church wes rebuilt after a
debased stylo in 1800, but retains its English tower, and aono tronos of tho old fabrio,
such as _a squint from tho north aisle to the chancol, and a table-tomb to tho Tyrwhit
family in the chancol.

After marriage, Goorgo and Denison sottled at Hcdon, Yorkshire, upon a farm

called "Stockholm¥, ? of a milo south of the town and Just off tho rood to Thorngumbald.

_ Mary Parkinson's baptism appears in tho Parish Rogistor at Bolton, lalo of Axholae,
just across the river  Trent from Burringham. In Latin it reads: 1733, Baptisat
Maria, Filia Roborti et Elizabethao Parkinson, 27to Junii. Other entries appear as
follows: 1733, Scpultus, Robcrtus Parkinson, Feb. 28to (Mary's father. Ho died in
February; oho wes bom in Juno). 1747, Sepulta, Hannah, filia Elizabothae Parkinson,
Julr 30th; 1747, Sepulta, Elitabotha. filia Eliaibcthae Tarkinson, Oct. 2nd. —Nov.1688,
marriage of Robort Parkinson end Ursula Pyrork. Jan. 1689, baptisat Robcrtus, filius
Roberti et Ursulae Parkinson; Dec. 1692, baptisat Anna;, Apr. 1688, baptisat Maria, filia
Joannis et Elizabothao Parkinson; Apr. 1688, sepulta, Elizabotha, ux/joannis. (She died
in ohildbirth.) The following childron of Robert and Elizabeth Parkinson —Elizabeth,
bopt. Juno 28, 1718, bur. July 1, 1718; Robert, bap. Jan. 29, 1719; John, bap. Jan. 6,
17211 William, bap. Apr. 18, 1724;Hanna, bap. Apr. 15, 1726, bur. July 30, 1747; Robert,

p. Oct. 29, 1728; Elizabeth, bap. Jan. 6, 1730, bur. Oct. 2, 1747, Mary (our Mary)

p. June 27, 1733. Noting the nutober of burials occurring in 1747, it would soon that

n that year thcro had been an outbroak of some disease— perhaps dread smallpox.
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From Pcdigroo of Rythor of Bolton, lalo of Axholmo, pago 841, Vol. 52, of tho
Harloian Society Publications, wo find that I'ary Pavkinson’a father married Kov.16,
1676 llory Ryther. She diod and he then married Mary’s mothor. The Bythoro were an
important family in Belton. Thoir edat-of-arms is described' : Asuro, three crescents
or. Bov. Mb. White, Vicar of Barringham, acysi "A friend of nine has an old nap
showing the Parkinson farms on it. The Parkinsons dealt freely in the buying and
selling of farms.

The Founding of tho Canadian Branch of the Denison Family

Captain John Denison, founder of tho Denison family of pioneer Toronto, or York
as it was originally oalled, first saw the light of day in the little town of Hedon,
Yorkshire, to which place hie paronts, George and i'ary Parkinson Denison.had roccntly
moved. Hedon lies midway between . V/ithcrnsca on the .En&lirtffk 1 and the great
city of Hull, or moro correctly Klngston-upon-Hull. The land at Hedon is low-lying
slightly above sca-lovcl, skirting tho northern shore of the Humber estuary. Hedon
Is a typical example of an English borough of 1500 inhabitants. Its importance gono,
duo to its juxtaposition to Hull, it'retains its old-fashioned squaro and cobbled
market-place. In the centre of the town stands the tall Church of St. ..ugustlne, ono
of the finest parioh-churchcs in that part of the country. Another building of
historical note is the Town-Hall, built in 1600.

Captain John Denison was bom Kov. 20, 1755, baptised Hov. 27, 1755 at St.
Augustine’s. His father was present, hut not his mother, at the ceremony, which took
placo at the .autiful carved font, an excellent example of the we; of tho 14th
century in carving. f

The church tower at St. .oigustino’s was begun in 1427* and took ten years to
complete. Tho church is often reforrod to as "The king of Holderness™, because of its
majestic appearance. It is cruciform in shape. It consists of many fine examples of
stonework distinctive of different periods: of English history between tfye 12th and
14th centuries.

Tho town of Hedon was founded after the Korman Conquest by tho Earls of
Albemarle, as their port for the Soignory of Holdcrness.

John Denison was tho second of four sons, Tho youngest, David, baptised liar. «
27, 1763, died in infancy and wr.3 buried at Hedon, Iay 1, 1763. The eldest, George,
we do not know much about, except that he had a will, that he never married, and that
ho lived at Icklos, near Rotherhum, Yorkshire. Ho loft all his money to his mother,
but it was not enough to tako care of her. He was baptisod at Hedon, June 17, 1753«
Ho died at Rotherham, where there is a tablet in tho Church of All Saints to his
memory,HIn memory of George Donison, late of Icklcs, who died Juno 3, 1810, aged 56".
Ho was buried in the north chapel of All 3aints,ond his memorial, 1s new covered up
by an organ and cannot be socn. In tho District Probate Registry of tho City of York
is filed Goorgo Denison’s will, which reads as follows*

East Will and Testament of George Denison, Junior.

This 18 tho last Will and Testament of me, Goorgo Denison, of the Township of
Brinsworth in tho Parish of Rotherham in tho County of York, Gentleman. | give and
bequeath all my ostatos and offccts whatsoever and whcrcsocvor unto John Anton of
Lsnghton-on-lc-V.orthcn in tho County of York, Farmor, Upon Trust to colleot in and
placo out at interest upon govenment or real securities and to pay and apply the
dividends, interest and profits of the money so to be placed out unto my mother,
Mary Donison of Hull, in tho said county of York, Widow, for tho tern of her
natural life, and in caso the interest of tho said money so to bo placed out as
aforesaid shall in tho opinion of the said Trustee, his executors and administrators
bo insufficient for the maintenance and support of my said mother, then X direct
that he or they shall pay and apply such part of the principal money so to bo placed
out at interest as aforesaid in and towards making up the difficJcncy thcroof at
such times and from time to time and in such manner as to hin, pc* said Trustee, his
exeettors or administrators, shall deem nccossnry, and from and after the decease of
my said mother, | givo nrd bo«picath all my estate and effects then remaining
unapplied and undisposed of, both principal and interest unto lilllon Hall, son of



Abovo la tho Parish Churoh of 3t. Mary, Wrawby, Lincolnshire, England, whoro
%

Qoorgo and Mary Donison wore marriod May Id, 1752. Towor oiroa 1150, Nave,

oiroa 1260, Battlomonts and Pinnaclos, oirca 1350, North Aislo, oiroa 1350.

This it from a photo Bont mo by Rov. C.E. Curtis, Vioar of Wrawby.

Lftor marriago hero, Gcorgo and ttary Denlson took up rosidonco at Hodon,

I *

Yorkshire, whoro thoy occupled a farm, oaIIod "Stockholm0 £ milo south of

Hodon, off tho road to Thorngumbald. Tho placo still stands, hut is sadly
dilapidated. This information about "Stockholm™ | obtained from Gilbort
1

X. Jackson, tho Economist, in a lottor, Oct. 22, 1951.

o>



1 29
John Hall, Into of Eoclcs in tho County of York, Esquire, deceased, to and for his oan
absoluto use and benefit and disposal, the principal to bo paid him on his attaining
tho age of twenty-one yours, and the Interest theroof to be paid into tho hands of his
mothor, Margaret’ Hall,  in tho meantimo, to bo by hor paid and aﬂplled and disposod of
in such manner for hie benefit and use as to her shall bo thought most advisable,Lnd
I horobxlarrgommate, oonstituto and appoint the said John ,,.nton and Samuel HaII_of
Hulton Hang, near Kidlam in tho County of York, Farmor, joint executors of this nmy last
will and Testament,"and | horoby revoke and meke void all and every former and other
Wills or Will made by ne at any time heretofore, and do doolaro this to bo icy last
Will and Testament. _ _

In witness whereof, | have subscribed my nomo, this 20th day of Hay 1810.

George Denison.

Signed, dcclarod by tho Testator to bo his last Will and Testamont in tho presenoo
of us, who in his proscnco and in tho presenoo of- each other subsoribo our nemos os
Mtnosaos. “nn Hall. J.R.Thurgar, Proved 26th October, 1810.

- - . . 9

Thomes Donison, Captain John Denison’s younger brother, was baptised at Hedon,
Juno'9, 1757. He becamo on army surgeon and physician. It was this Dr. Thomas Donison
wWo wes John Denison's companion all through his school days, and their brotherly love
for each other remained until the last day of thoir lives. Of their education | can
find littlo, except that | con*octuro that they wero better educated than the averago,
being, as they wore the sons of a successful, 1f not opulant, merchant. Tho military
s;)mt WES stror&%_ln_them and at tho early Iz\zl/?o of .twenty or so they joined the Second
vicat-Yorkshiro Militia as officers. In the Militia List publishod by tho War Office In
London in 1780. John J)enison appears as an Ensign as of June 25, 1779, and his brother,
Thomes™ appears as Ensign, commission dated \ug. 25, 1779. IXTTSIs year John wes 24,
his brother 22; IrTthc LIIft of'1782, John appears as lieutenant, commission dated Apr.
25, 1781, Thomes remains as onaign. In 1780™ John Denison marched with his regiment to

to assist in putting down tho*Lord George Gordon Biots. Whether his brother dIST"
not go to London end therefore- did hot rtccivo a promotion is a nattor of conjocturo.
Porhaps Thomes Denison's rank of Ensign wes on honourary one only, in viow of hie
éting as assistant.to the ~ray 3ur<tcon. In tho nedical roglstor of 1783 of tho Bogal
Society of Kodlolno. London, Thorms™L.onTson isgiven as a member of tho Corporation~of
3ur and in tho appendix, under "Changes of IlddrbslPf-hc is frlvon an being in Hull.
Although ho is given as an ;.rmy Surgeon, he'docs not appear in the Boll.of i-my b
Medical Scrvico. In the War Office.Records of. 1781, both John and Thomes Denison arc
mentionc<L-afl-belng officers in Giptain Wade's Conpftgy. of the Second West York'HilitTd,
conmranded by Col. Stanhope Harvoy. This muster book (No. 2398). is tho"oldest mustor*of
this unit to survive among publiC records. o _ _
~In. 1782, Dr. Thomas Donison took up his practlco of modinino at his rosidonco
in Hishopslano, in the Parish of~I>t; Mary's Lowgato, Hull, and his parents come thero
to livo with him, for when his fathor diod and was burJ.od at HodoiiT~Fdb.21. 1796. agof
81, and when his mother was-"buried at Kedon Fob. 19. 1815. aged both ontrics In tho
‘Parish Roglstor at*cdon say "FronTHull". Subsequent to 1793, and prior to 1798, Dr.

Denison moved to"~London, where ho lived at the corner of Tottonhem Court Road and
Stone Street. Hb practised medicine for upwards of fifty years in London, later moving
to 8 Tavistock Square, London, whoro ho died on .'.pril 7, 1842, and wes burled in a
vault in tho burial-ground of St. Gilos-in-tho-Fiolds, leaving the greater part of his
indopondont fortune to Rev. John Dixon Hales, a clergyman, rector of St. John's Church,
Richmond, Surrey, a nephew of his second or third wite, Margaret Males, and loaving
only £500 each to his own nephowo and niece in Canada, the children of his brother,
John, His brothor, John had borrowed *270 from him which had nover boon repaid, and
sister-in-law, Sophia Donison, had unfortunately informed him that his nojhcws had been !
having some disagreement as to tho apportionment of an ostato, as appoars in a lettor
written by Sophia Denison to him, dated May 15, 1826, given later heroin. Dr. Thomes
Denison's will is filed in Court of Chanceg/ Records, at tho Principal Probato Registry,
Somorsot Houso, London (Folio 247 P.G.C. 1842). The wording is as followsi
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Wi ill oi' Dr. Thomas Donison, Surgeon, of London

‘In tho none of God.ijncu, 1, Thoruao Dcnleon of No. 0, Tavistock Unco, Into of
Tottonhaa Court Road, Surgeon, do molto and doolaro this my last will and tostaoont in
mannor following, that i» to say, | ordor that nil my Just dobta, funoral cxpcncca and
chnrgos of proving thi6é ray will ho fully paid and sntisflod and aftor paymont thorcof,
| give and bequoath to tto throo sons of I*r. Lewia Hensley, Surgeoil, and Harriot inn
Halee,hia wife, docoascd, to thou Jointly ar.d to the survivors or survivor of them when
tho youngest shall arrivo at tho ago of twonty-ono years, tho sum of Ono thousand ponnds
in 3 p. cent.consol9 with all the accumulation of dividends arising after ay death
untill the youngest surviving child shall arrivo at the age of twonty-ono years In
equal shares end proportions, and in caso none of the throe childron shall live to tho
ago of twenty-one years, then and in such caso, tho wholo shall hocomo tho property of
their undo, the Hevd. John Dixon Holes, the Minister of 3t. John's Church, Richmond,
Surrey, for his own use and benefit, and | appoint the said Rovd. John Dixon Hales, the
sole trustee as far ao regards tho above bequest of Ono thousand pounds 3 p.ct. consols
ao bequeathed, | give and bequeath to my nophew, George Taylor Denison, tho oldest son
of my brother,John Deniaon, deceased, of Toronto, Upper Canada, a promissory noto,
valuo £270,dated London, Oct, 2,1819, with all tho intercut that may become out thereon,
the noto being given to me for money lont to tho said John Donison, my Brothor, my said
Brothor having charged by his will all his porsonal property with tho payment of hie
dobts and also dotailod great part of his estates on the said Qtorgo Taylor Don*son and
his heir3. | also givo and bequeath to my nophew.Thomas John Denison, tho second'scr
my said brothor, John Denison of Toronto, Upper Canada, tho sum of five hundrod pounds
storling, cloar of legacy duty* to bo paid within twolvo months of my decease and in
case the sail Thomas John Donisen should dio beforo me, tho Toetator, the abovo five
hundrod pounds storling to bo paid to his eldest child', bo it malo or female, when it
arrives at tho ago of twonty-ono ycc.rs”with all dividends and .profits arising thorefrom.
clear of legacy duty. | give and bequeath to my nicco, Elizabeth Sophia,tho daughter of
tho said John Denison and the wife of John Taylor of Toronto, Upper Canada,tho pum of
five hundrod pounds sterling fer her own uso and bonefit, hor rcooipt'to bo tho only
discharge to my oxocutors for tho .payment thereof and if she shall not bo alivo at my
doccaso tho said fivo hundred pounds to be for tho use and benefit of hor oldest child,
male or fonalc, when it shall arrive at the ogo of twonty-ono years, but in caso she dio
without children the 3aid fivo hundred poand3 to bo paid to tho socond child of my nophew
Geor.c Taylor Denison, male or female, when ho or she shall arrivo at the ago of twonty-
ono years with all the dividends arising therefrom to be paid cloar of logacy duty. |
give and bequeath to my servent-maid, Elizabeth Wright, the sum of ninotocn pounds,
ninotccn shillings and sixpence. | also give and bequeath to my servant-maid, Sarah
Condall,the sum of thirty pounds clc.-r of legacy duty to be paid within three months of
my decease. | hereby constitute and appoint my nephew, Tho Hevd, John Dixon Halos, my
sole executor and Residuary Legatee to my proporty of whatevor kind undisposed of by
this will or any Codicil annexed thereto datod this sixth day of July, 1840.

Thomas Dcni9on (Legal Seal)

Signed, sealed, published and dcclarod by the said Thomas Denison as and for his
last Will and Testament in the presence of us, who in his presence and in the presence
of each othor at his roquest havo subscribed our nemos as witnesses thereto.

Y/illiam Wallor. 1.1. Harben, 12 Clements Inn, Gcntlemon.

Y/horcas by my last Will and Testament, | have given to my oldest nephew, George
Taylor Denison, of Toronto, Uppor Canada, a certain promissory noto, value £270, dated-
London, Dec. 2,1819 with the intorcet thoroon under the nemo of ray lato Brothor, John
Denison; late of Toronto aforesaid, doooaocd, Now in addition to the said bequest, |
give and bequeath to my nophew the sum of fivo hundred pounds sterling money of Great
3ritain, Current in England to be paid him or his cortoin attorney twelve months after
nmy dccouso. | also bequeath to ray sorvant, SarahCondall, tho sum of twelve pounds over
and above the sue of thirty pounds bequeathed to her in my said will :md desire this
further suj« also to be- paid clear of legacy duty. | further desire this to be taken as
a codicil to uy last will oi;d testament boaripg dato the sixth day of July, One thousand
eight hundrod and forty, dated thlc .twenty-fourth day of Doccmbor, 1840.

Thomnu Denison : (Lo™al seal)
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Signed, joulod, paaliened and declared as &codicil to my lost will and testament in
tho proaonco of Richard HadIeY, 10 Uarchaont St., Russell Squaro, Hairdresser, otc.,~
\aVallcr, No. 1?, Clement's Inn, Gentn. _

In tho goods of Thanes Denison, decoasod, _

Appeared personally, Richard Hadley of Karefcsont St., in the County of Middlesex and
ido oath that he 1s one of the subscribed witnesses to th6é Codicil to tho last will and
toataaont of Thomes Denison, late of Tavistock Place, Tavistock Square, in the said
County of Middlesex, Deceased, the said codicil bearing date of tho twenty-fourth day of
Decenrboer in the year Qe thousand eight hundred and forty, now hereunto annexed, tho
deponent further” mede oath that the said Testator on the” twenty-fourth day of Dccombor
aforesaid duly executed the said codicil by sigping his name at the foot thereof in the
rescnco of this Deponent and of William Waller the other subscribed witness thcroto,

th of wie>were prebent at tho same tieo and thereupon this Deponent and tho said Wn
Waller attested and subscribed tho said codicil in tho prosenco of tho sidd'Testator
and of oach other— -Richard Hadley-—On the eighteenth day of April 1842 the said Qichart
Hadley wes duly swormn to tho truth of this Affidavit, Beforo Mo, A?. Eayford.Sur.—
Pt. d P.Jcnnecr, Nopy Pub. . _ _

Proved at London with the codicil the 23rd April 1842 before the worshipful
Eorbort Jonner, Doctor of Lows and Surrogate by the Oath of Rovd. John Dixon Halos.Clerk,
the nephew, tho sole Executor, to when administration was granted having been first
swom duly to administer.

Noto. 3 per cant, consols— a contraction of "consolidated annuities”, a government
security of Great Britain* In 1751, a Iar(l;je part of the public debt, nine separato loans
boing in the fora of annuities was consolidated in a 3 per cent, bond or stock, called
3 por cent. consol3.—Funk and Wngpall»a Dicticnr.ry.

In 1782, John Denison moved to the TI.rish of 3t. Mary-nt-tho-Elms, Ipswich,
Suffolk, whoro he again took up the business of corn-merchant and maltstor, which ho had
learned of his father. (In a document, D1, Ho. 3, 1792, Public Archives of Canada, ho Is
described as a Faraor raid Merchant Killer of the County of Suffolk id England.)

_ In 1782, he erne to know a family of Taylor of Dcvcrcourt and Harwich in Essex,
{ust across tho river, 3tour, fren Ipswich, where he lived. Arthur Taylor wes an
nfluential men in the vicinity and owned large estatos around Dovercourt, his famll?/
3tat. Arthur Taylor had married Hannah Harwood, daughter of John  and Mary ] of
Harwich at the Parish Church of Si. Hicholas, Harwich. Doc. 18, 1751, and had a family
of nino children, many cf whomdied in infancy. Hiss Flossie Taylor of Madison Avenue,
Toronto, has an original sampler na.de by Hannah Harwood, and nnrkod in stitchcry
"Hannah Harwood, 1742". It is possible that Hannah Harwood's father, John Hanwood, was
tho Captain John Harwood, coanandor of the Salamander and 7crnon privateers, who died
of smallpox in 1746 as recorded in tho Gentleman's Kagazino, Yol. 16, pago 273. Mrs.
Jooolyn Brock of Troy Court, London, scys that her brother, John Denison, a borristor of
Lincoln's Inn, London, has a silvor tankard that once belonged to John end Kory Harwood
and which bears thoir initials, (it is the silver tankard which is mentioned in Sophia
Denison's will, givon later horein.)

Of this family of Taylor, | know of only two that survived to maturity, namely:
Ceorgo, baptised July 2, 1762, married Catharine, youngest da_lugfator of Captain f:raml_ngs
of the Royal Hawy (privateersman) and they hod issue, two childron, Maria, second wife
of Colonol George Taylor Denison, her cousin, * and John Framings Taylor, the older.
Clerk of tho 3cnato of Canada, and Sophia, tho youngest of this family nod the socond
child to survivo and be our ancostrcss. 3ho was born Oct. 13, 1765, and was baptised
Hov. 20th foIIowmg at the Parish Church of St. Hicholas,Harwich.

In 1781, John Denison, a F>]/cun% nan of 26, net Sophia Taylor, then only 16. As
sho wes underage to got narried, they had to have the consent of her father, which wes
evidently obtained as he signed as ono of the witnesses at tho wedding. The ontry in the
Church Register r.t St. Nicholas', Harwich, reads as follows:

"John Denison of the Parish of St. Mary Elms, Ipswich, in tho County of Suffolk,
Bachelor, and Soghla Taylor, of Ye the Perish of St. Nicholas, Harwich, a minor, were
serried in the Chapel by Licence, by and with the consent of hor Fathor, .this nineteenth
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dny of December in the year of our Lord cno Thousand, sovon hundred and cigfaty-two by
mo, John Jones, Vicar-. _ _
This marriage waes soleoni zod* botwcon us. John Denison
Sophia Taylor
In tho Presenco of =\
Elisabeth Prvirlio
_ _ 1% Taylor +* _ _ _
It wes in this srmo ohuroh that thoir oldest son waes baptised. This latter entry in
tho Register roads:"Goorgo Ta%/Ior, son of John and Sophia Donisgn, wes born Doo» £9,
1783, and ohriatenod March 25th 1/84. Rugistorod by no, John Jonos, Vicar."
Other ontries in tho sane Register road as followst _
Arthur Taylor, married Dee. 18,1751 Hannah Harwood, who I"as baptised Sept. 13,
1730, daughtor of John and Kory Harwood. Their children as follows i
1* John, baptised Sept. Id, 1752, buried JUno 11, 1753.
2. Samuel, baptised Dcc-1, 1753, buried Aug. 2d, 1755.
3. Arthur, baptised Apr. 20, 1755, .
ft. John Harwood, baptised Dec- 1,1756,
5. Samuel, baptised July 16, 1756, buried Aug. 13, 1758.
6.3amucl, baptised Aug. 1C,.1759. _ _ _
7, Georige, baptised July 2, 1?62, narriod Catherine Ponnings.
. Karla, of the Parish of Dovercourt, baptised Sept. 12, 1794, bopn Aug.9,
1794. Registered ?cb. 28, 1795, by no. tin. Whinficld,Curate. .
2. John Fennings, baptised Sept. 30, 1801, born Jon. 26, 1801, Registered
Sept. 30, 1801, by no, \tax Whinfiold, Curate.
8. Charles, baptised June 12, 1764, burled Aug. 8, 1764.
9. Sophia, baptised Nov. 20, 1765. _
Tre registor also glves other mterestln% information as followsx vV o
_ Children of John and Kory Fennings* . o N
« 1. Elisabeth Ann. baptised Hov. 9, 1760. 2. Scruol Phillips, bap.Pcb.15,1761.
3. Prances Goodnan, bap. Nov. 12, 1762. 4. Hannah Turner, bap. Kor.. 4, 1764.
5. Catherine IUiria, bap. Au% 13, 1766, buried Sept. 20, 1766.
6. Cftthcrino, bap. .+|g. 4, 1767. _ _ _ _
The na’*riago of Gcorgo Taylor and Catherine Ponnings is also given as followsx _
George Taylor, Bachelor of this, tho Parish of S. Nicholas, Harwich, and Catherine
Fennings, Spinstor, of tho oano parish, were married in this Chapel by Liccnco, the
23rd day of April, 1786, by nc, John King.
This marriage was solemn!zod between u3. George Taylor
_ Catherine Fennings
In tho Presence of John Fennings *

_ o Francos Fennings _ o _ _
There is a memorial in 3t. Nicholas Church, Harwich, to John Phillip Fennings, who died
in 1920, evidently a descendant cf this family. | tried to got in touch with a lady, who
had, in the year 1935, left her name with the present Vicar, Rev. J.S. Hole, and
had said _she wes interested in this memorial. letter wes returned "Cannot Trace".

Wht a pityl

After their marriago, John and Sophia Taylor Denison resided at Alton Ball Kill

House, which is in the Parish of Stutton, trat which is nearor Holbrook, and next door
to the well-known Manor of Alton Hall, Holbrook, Suffolk. Krs. Patricia Cobbold, tho
present™ owner (1_942% of Alton Hall, wes ver helpful to ne in looking up all tho
Information available to her, concerning Alton Hall, Alton Hall Kill, and Alton Hall
Hill House. It would appoar that John Denison never owned any of this property, but that
ho rentod tho mill and mill-house. He and his family livod in tho nill-fcouso, and he
oporatod tho mill as a ncans of livelihood. The hamlet of Holbrook is very small, and
tutton has to-day a population of only 600 souls. The occupation of tho villagers is
agricultural, and they probably ecld their grain to John Denison who milled it into
flour, and who undoubtedly turned a portion of it into spirituous liquors. Tho mill and
11-house are to-day in an excellent state of preservation, and the mill is still in
operation every other day of tho week. On the intervening day9, the water in tho nill-
stroom is daesaod up to give sufficient water-power to turn the mill the rest of the week
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At Harwioh, Sophia Taylor had. boon a school-girl friond of Kiss Elizabeth Bussoil,
a young lady of oonsidorablo woalth, Elizabeth Russoll had an oldor brother, Potor !
Russoll, who was well-known as a military nan. Potor Russoll Itd sorvod as Assistant
Soorotary to Sir Henry Clinton in the American Revolutionary War. Russoll was presont |
at tho Expedition against Savannah end Charloston, 1779-1780. Now he had cone hone with
ths'nows that his old coamandor, Col. John Gravos Sincoo, of tho old Queen’s Rangers,
had chosen him to bo his secretary on a new expedition— this tine to Canada, Tho
Crown had appointed Sitneoc to bo the First Governor of Uppor Canada. Potor Russell
wantod to take his sister, Elizabeth, to Canada with him. She did not llko tho idea
of migrating to the wild country this was in thoso far-off days, but she folt that
she might fool better about it, if she could influence her good friond, Sophia Donlson,
and fomlly to como along too. Aftor many visits to tho Denison’s, and much talking,
*ho finally prevailed upon them that Canada was tho Land of Proniso, and thoy conscntoi
alboit rcluctp.ntly, to go. The Russolls had to sot out right away, but tho Donisons
promised to follow.

It was tho yoar 1792. John Denison sold all his possessions that ho could not
toko with him. Ho had an auction-sale. One of tho auction-sale hand-bills was kept as |
?a souvenir by Mrs. Denison, and it was handed down to hor daughter, Elizaboth Sophia |
Taylor, to her grandJoughtor, Maria Taylor, who put it in a Min-box* mentioned
oarlior, to her descendant, Mias Flossie Taylor, lladison Avo., Toronto, who sold it
among other things to Mr. Alexander Galt, who felt it was too valuable to bo destroyed
ondWho had tho foresight to placo it in tho Alexander Galt Collection in the Publio |
Arohivoa of .. Ontario. From there, | raonagod to socuro a photostat of it. The 1
sale took place on Thursday, June 7, 1792. The articles advortisod for salo woro as I
follows! four-post bodstoads with handsome carved foot-pillars, crimson damask, whito
dimity, and chancy hangings, with bedding; tables, chair3, chest of drawers, pier and
drossing glasses, mahogany bureau, Wilton and Sco.tch carpets, a 2-foot 6, windup
ooalrange, patent oven, a 40 gallon copper, washing ditto, swcot bcor casks,
2 powdering tubs with pork, and kitchen requisites. Catalogues woro to bo had at Tho
Packot, Manningtroc, an old hotol which still stands. The salo was to begin procisoly |
at ten o’olock on aocount of tho nurabor of lots. Tho handbills woro printed by W.
Koymor, Colchostor. Tho salo was conductod by barlow and Bunnell of Stutton, and a
roooipt oxists dated June 12, 1792, signod by Jir. Bunnoll in favour of John Denison for
£11118(11, also in tho Aloxnndor Galt Collection.

So tho Donisons took loavc of their friends, and Yisited John Denison’s parents
and John Denison’s brother, Dr. Thomas Denison, who were all living together in
Bishopslano Stroot, Hull, whero Dr. Thomas Denison wa3 practising medicine.

While thorc. Captain John Denison received the following lotter from his brother*
-in-law, George Taylor of Dovercourt, Harwich, E3sox. The letter is dated povgreourt.
July 9, 1792, and addressed to Mr. John Denison, at Mr. Denison’s Surgeon* Hu.ll, Yorks.
It roads as follows: * . [
Dr. Br. (Dear Brother) v *j

| was exceedingly happy at tho sight of your lottor, wherein you inform'd no of your
aafo arrival; and | think tho pasaago must have boon vory pleasant and expeditious, as 1
you'had the Wind Fair. (Noto: They wont to Hull by sea.) | havo only'to pray for as
fine a voyage to your destin’d port, as you have now .experienced. Prosont my rospootful
Compllmont8 to your gather and mother and especially your brothers, whom | havo the
pleasure of knowing. (Noto: Tho Fathor and Mothor woro Georgo Denison of Hodon, but at
this time of Hull, and Kary Parkinson Denison, his wifo. Tho Brothers woro Georgo of
Rotherham, and Dr. Thomas Donison, at this tino of Hull, at whoso homo thoy woro all
staying.) Let mo recommend you to leave ThoS with your 1 BE as ho has intimated a
doBiro for the child. (Note* Thomas John Penison, later of V/caton) | flatter mysolf. he
will take as much caro of his Morals as you possibly can. Since your departure from
hence, Sami has wroto a scandalous Lottor to mo concerning tho Whatch>-making, a demand
of his fourth, which by his account is 2C 10 st and as he insists, upon it, will, (with,
your Leave) pay him in the followingmanncr; that is, what _trifling sum may bo bven 3fc.
(Roto: Samuel was Georgo Taylor’s brother* Tho V/hatch was a fchip. Thoy wero privatoors-
-ncn.) Your cart | sold to Powling for 7fc end the above mentioned 3£ is sont from my
own pocket as Cash had of Shoarman,entirely' to mako tho conveyance more convenient by a
ICC noto, which will be duly received, | hopo likewise give satisfaction* ,
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Footiollo of tho Bccoipt which Mr. Bunnoll tho Auctioneer gavo to Ca'ptoi”®
John Denison, whon Denison paid him for his Sorvicos in soiling Donlfo&'s
Housohold E ffects at Public Auction just before tho Denisons loft England

for Canada.

Alton Hall Mill Houso, whero Captain John Denison and Family Lived,and
Liton Hall M ill, which Denison operated in 1792 Just prior to Leaving
for Canada*
Both aro situatod on tho Property of. Alton Hall, Stutton or

Holbroolc, m Suffolk, England.
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lire. Taylor with her sister one. oyccll* were at Colchester Fair on Thursday last, end
epent a Tory agreeable day. By anewcr to this, acquaint ac the nano and burthen of the
whip, cl8.0 the Captain's nase. But if tino will not pernit you to write boforc you
loftYO England, let oc nave a letter, while upon your Voyage. Put it on board samo 3hip
bound for England, end it should reach ik if noi directly after your arrival in New
York. CaptN Gunthorpo has been very successful the lost Throe bfoeka, having node throe
e0isaros. in the last of which to took tho Viper with 400 Tubs, 1 Cwt. of Tea and 14
Cwt. of Tobacco- (Koto: They 'woro prlvatoirsaun-.who raiaea cnecy ships of cargoes
bound for various ports of Europe According to tho law of the tino, tho cargoes then
becano theirs to coll as they wished- ) Kitty jcir.3 in Love to you, and Sister , and e
Children, as do all your Harwich friends, in respects to you both, and bcliovo no to
be, with Retard, your ever respectful Br. George Taylor,

Presont ny lovo to ay dear Sister,
Kitty's love to Sophia aul has settled the Bill with Pledge met onco noroconcludo
with wishing yar. a safe Passage to .jLorica and a .juicJ return. {Notoi mquick return")

Kitty would have wroto to Sophie hut wanted tine She will howevor oabrcco the first
Opportunity.

It is a pity that tnc reply to this letter was never presorved.

On Wednesday, July 11, 1792. the Eenisano {not knowing it at tnc tine) quitted
forevor the shores of their n.tivw England, and Sailed forth iron Hull, throu”i tho
English Channel, and out onto the brc.ad waters cf the ..tlautiu in one of the snallor
sailing vessels of the any, probably a frigate of about £3-guns. Thoy would soon pass
the famous islands of the Scores, where in IStii, Sir Richard Grenville held at bay a
flotilla of fiftcun Spanish ships until his own, Too Revenge, wa3 but a wrouk ¢ Tho
actual crossing of tho ocean was probably ui unpleasant and tirccooc one, with the chill
and damp of the spr-y and rain, the constant lurching of the ship causing bruised knees,
and a leaky cabin in which to sleep. The Denisons arrived at New York in Septenber then
in all tho rosy glory of a North crioon autumn. The reminder of tho trip was ovor-
land in an ox-cart to Oswego, which required threo weeks of 3teady travelling, such was
tho wild condition of the country. In same placos they cay have had a corduroy., road of
the kind that the o-rly settlers uad<- by cutting down the trees of tho forest and'
placing thoir trunks crosswise on the rvaa, the spaces being filled in with nud, Tho
result was a very huupy path fer the ox-carry which of couroo had no springs to ligiton
tho shocks.

Proa Oswo'go, they Journeyed to Kingston to spend tho winter* Kingston was a spall
settlement of only 50 housos, one house only boing of stono and that bolonging to a
nershant* Thoro was a snail garrison in Kingston, and a harbour of ships.

Onl.ay 10, 1793, John Denison petitioned Governor 3iccoe for a grant of land,
1000 acros in the Township of Edwardsburg, County of Grcnvillw, north-cast of Prescott,
bit in thoso days such bueincse took a long,tine to conpioto, ar.l whil6 still waiting
for this grant of lend, John Denison built a residence in Kingston. In October of 1796
ho entered into a contract with Josoph Forsyth of Kingston, whereby he was ablo %
to rent a lot of ground, nalt-boust- and brew-house for tho period of ono yoar with
all apjxirtenancos for tho cost of £120 current noncy* Tho original agreenent is in the
rublic Lrchivos of Ontario. It is in the forn of an Indcntairo, and notable In tho
wording of it is a penal clau3c to the offcct that if cither party to the contract woro
to default on thoir agrccacnt, the defaulting party agreed to pay the othor £1000
indosnity. John Denison lived up tc his contract for tho rnc yoar, but discovered that
ths browing was unsatisfactory as thoro was no barley grown In that part of the country.
Moreover ho was dissatisfied with ihc rigours of tho New World, and longod to got back
to his native Yorkshire. However he bad givon his word that ho would remin. This is
how tho pledge.to rcixiiu had cose about.

It happened on this wise. On J.pril 15, 1795, John Denison boarded the arced sloop
Onondaga, a vessel cf 12 guns and 60 tone lurthon which was owned by tho Provincial
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Govornoont. Bo sailed up the 3t. Lnfenroo end across Luho Ontario to Niagara. This
Journey is rocordcd in tho Niagara Gascttc. Apri- 16. 1793. whiph nentions tho arrival
of tho arced sloop "Onondaga” at Niagara fren Kingston after ah agreoablo passago of
36 hours. Lnong the list of passengers is one. "J. Denison".

Arriving at Niagara, Denison went-to Navy Hall, which was really Govornnsnt House*
It had no chorea fron on architectural stand-point, and was as erud9 and prinitivo as.
tho log-cahins of the pioneers. Encoring Savy Hall, Denison craved an audicnco with his
old friend, Fotor Russell. Lo ;t so happened, Governor Siceoo hinsolf was thero too.
Donison told of his dissatisfaction with pioneer lifo and of his intontlon to roturn
hone to York, England. He felt it behooved hla to rxhv this known, sir.co ho hod ccco
on tho solicitation of Russell and Russell's sinter, and could not return without
notifying then. The Gevomor expressed deep regret at his decision, thinking privily
that oolonists of Denison'c type wero difficult enough «o induce to cane to Canada in
tho first place, and woro a real loss to the country if thoy did not remain. "You nay
not liko Kingston", said Sincoo, "but you have not seen the new capital of Uppor

Canada which wo are building.— the to«r. cf Dublin,” "Dublin", quoth Denison,"You
havo your audacity to ask a Yorkshirenon like njsclf to set foot in a placo callod
Dublin of all narcos.""Very well,” replied 3inccc,?;cu none it for us, Donison. We wiill

*oall it any none you suggest, providod that wo have your premise to recoin -in Canada."
“In that oaso", said Denison "call it York. I said | was going to York. Call it* York,
and | will go there and settle.” Sineoe end Denison were both true to their word.
Denison went to York and settled, end Sincec groed the new place York to satisfy
Denison. Onltay 2, 1793 the none was officially published as York. Of course it was
gaiettod to be in honour of tho Duke of York, who had won notable victorios in Flandors
but in actual fact it owed its none to this incident in the lifo of oar ancestor,
Cpotain John Denison. Tho Yorkshire nomenclature tos later extended to toko;in othor
places in the vicinity. Uo to-day have the rivers, Hunber and Don. Ve have Scarborough,
York County and Township——-only a few of the nones which trace their origin,directly

to the influence of the Denison family. In Toronto, we havo the following streot-nsoes
which owne their origin directly to the Denisens:— Bellevue, 3ordon, Brookfield, Denisos

Dowson, Doveroourt, Jennings, Heybourne, Lippiceott, Qssington, Rolyat (Taylor
spollod backwards), Rusholne, and in Weston, St. John's, Denison, Lippincott and
Uwronoo. *V

On Oct* 20, 1792, Putcr Russel!, having heard that his friend, John Denison, had
arrlvod at Kingston, applied for 200 acres of land for hie in tho neighbourhood of
Toronto. John Denison, in his petition of ’toy 10, 1793, dated at Kingston, acknowledges
this grant, but says that ho deems it too email to sit down upon, and applies for
1000 acres of land in the Township of Lduards'rurg, as nentioned earlier. This was not
granted until Aug. 13, 1799, when he had already left Kingston for York. The History
of Leods and Grenville, by T.A.H. Leavitt, Brockvillo.* 1879, page 110, says that Denison
rcooivcd lots 12 to 16 in the 5th concession. Tho records of the Gronrillo County
Rogistry Office at Prescott show that on Feb. 11, 1806, Denison sold lots-12, 13, and
16 to Silas Cook, and on July 3. 1800, he sold lots 15 nnd 16 to Josoph Forsyth, tho
nan- fron whan ho rented the malt-house etc., as told earlier.

On Nov. 16, 1796 in Kingston, when ho had decided to rcsido in York, Denison
node anothor petition, this time on behalf of his wife, Sophia, and his four sons,
Goorgo Taylor, Thomas John, Charles and John. Tnis reads: ~<3 the wifo of your
Jicnoriolist has never drawn any lords in this province, he prays your Honour will be
plcosod to order her the usual grant of 200 acres, and such othor portion to each of
his sons os your Honour in your Wisdom from the Premises night deen fitting." This was
granted, as a receipt exists, dated Sept. 29, 1815 at the Receiver General's Office,
York, which soys: Ilr*. Sophia Denison, through her husband. Captain John Denison, has
[paid into this office, three Pounds, five Sniplings and two Tcnccs, the patent feo 4ndor
rogilations on 1796 on 200 acres of lend—also one Pound, seven Shillings and six
Ponocs, liko Proi Currency, the fees of surrey thereon---—-the Land is locatod in
Vaughan."

1 On June 9, 179** John Denison tirned another petition worded es follows:
rtour petitioner being desirous of fellowing hrs tenners of brewer in the Town of York
thumbly prays for a front lot near the water convenient for that purpose.” The noxt day,
Ljuno 10, Potcr Russell, wreto to r.tf. Sn:th Acting Surveyor-General thus:"Having
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taken the enclosed warrant of survey fren Hr. John Denisen for 460 Kellfax currency
ithioh | lent hie two years ago, you will oblige no by obtaining the sanction of tho
;ouncll that a patent any oo node oat Immediately In ay n*co for it." 30 haring
)btainod his front lot conrcnicnt for brewing, ho had already arranged to turn oror tho
)«d for it to his friend, Fotor Bussell, in payment of tho £50 he owed.

In 1796, tho Denieone aorod their worldly goods to York, They probably eailod on
(his sane ship, the "Onondaga*1l, or one of the other similar snail ships which sallod
Lake Ontario and which wero owned by the Provincial Government. Peter Bussell was thora
(o greot then. Ho housed then at C&stlc- Prank oh the Don. Castle Prank had been built
for Governor Simcoe as his official residence, but apparently Slacoc never lived there,
Lt any rate. It was vacant at the time.

Dr. Soadding in his book, "Toronto of Old”, gives a fino description of Castlo
rank, thusi "Castle Frank was a rustle chateau cr suanor-houso in the nidst of tho
»0ds, on the brow of a steep and lofty bank which overlooks the vale of tho Don. Castle
Prank Itself was an edifice of considerable iinensions.of a oblong shape; its walls were
(oeposod of a number of snail, carefully hewn logs, of short lengths. Tho whole woro
(ho has which unpainted timber, exposed to tho weather, speedily assunca. it tho gable
(ad, in tho direction of the roadway froa the nascent capital, was tho principal entrance,!
>vor which a rather imposing pctticc was formed by the projection of tho whole roof,
(upportod by four upright columns, reaching the whole height of the building, and

listing of the stens of four 6o0o0d-3ized, well-matched pines, with their deeply oh&ppod,
(orrugated bark unromoved. Tho doors and shatters to the windows were all of doublo
thickness, RAdo of stout plank, running up and down on one side end crosswise on tho
fthsr, and thickly studded over with the heeds of stcut nails. Proa the middle of tho

Ilding rose a solitary, massive chimney-stack. The road which at prosent bears the name
forlisncnt Street shows the direction of the tr'-rk through the woods to Castle Prank.

depression in the dry sand just beyond the fence which bounds the Cemetery of St. Janes
lorthward, shows to this day the exact sito of Castle Prank. Castle Prank was tho first
[welling built by the whlto nun at the town of York.” \

Tho Dtr.iscns were granted lot at tho north-east comer of Pront and lay Stroots.
|trc they occupied an abode which is dcsoribed by Scudding as an ornamental cottage on
front lot with &convenient water lot adjoining, this arrangement(was cade for them by
;tcr Russell. Whether Bussell built tho cottage or not, we do not'know, but if was on

lot which John Denison hod turned ever to Bussell in payment of the 4-50 loan. Vhilo
tvlog there, their Infant daughter, Elisabeth, died Oct. 14, 1SC1. -t that tine thcro

no public burying-ground, no churchyard and ro clergyman. John Denisbr. buried tho
*ty in his garden. He rend the Ingllcaa service binself beforo the snail group of
lends who had g&thcrod there. Lmongst th.s. undoubtedly stood Peter Bussell and his
Istor, Ellsaboth, oftor whoa the child hod been named. (Later, when tho Don!sons noved

Slack Creek Para on the Euaber !'n Ucston, the little body was re-interred at that

in a portion of tho Demisons- garden. This was the real beginning of the private
D_nifson bocu)otcry on St. John's Hoad, Weston, presently known as 3t. John's Ccactery-on-
j-fcunber.

Tho Denisons' next residence was "Pctcrsfield”, so named after Peter Bussell.
Mcrsflold stood on the north sido of Queen Street at the hood of Soho Stroot. Tho
title to tho property was vested in Petor Bussell. Scadding says;"Oor own reoolloction

ILri. Denison is associated with Pctcrsfiold. the homely cosiness of whose intorior,
IE*tcd up by a rousing fire of great logs, piled high in one of the capacious and lofty
froploccs of the time, cado on indelible impression. The venerable lira. Sophia Donlson

&fine old English natron and nother of the antique, strongly-marked, vigorous,
terling typo. Sho was ono of the Taylors of Essex, nnong whoa, at hooc and Abroad,
(I1ty end talcr.c, and traits of a higher and noro sacred charactor, arc curiously
frsdltary."

Lt Pctcrsfiold. the Denisons had a negress-slave—girl, day Ponpadour, who had
(on legally given to Krs. Sophia Denison as a Christaas-present froo Elisabeth Bussoll.
sphla Denison later set ..ay free.

There was considerable gardening-land attached to Pctcreficld, and this land was
jpervisod by John Denison on behalf of Peter Bussell during'the rear* 1804 to 1807.Tho
jinclpal crop was "blucnosc Potatoes”™ . Thee scld for Four Shilling* York Currency tho
*hel delivered, and Threo Shillings cash arc carry, -dvcrtlscncnts to this offoot
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rcqucntly appeared in the settlements two newspapers, the Oracle raid the Gaaette,
iftor leaving Pctersfield, the Denisona acquired 1000 acres of land at Weston near
ho riyor Humber. They called this. Black Creek Para, bccauso of tho straws that ran
through the property, which they nicknamed Black Creek because of tho darkness of its
aters. The creek is callod by that name to this day.
John Denison sot aside a portion of this land as a cemetery proposed to bo known
s 3t. John's Cemetery on the Humber. This groat family memorial still remains. It is
ituatod at tho west end of St. John's Bond, Weston, Ju3t where that road joins tho
Ivor Humber. Captain John Denison constituted this cemetery with ri®xt of burial to
hose only of his blood with thoir wives and husbands respectively. Eowovor, Captain
lohard lippincott, and his wife, George Taylor (father of John Pennings Taylor the
Idor) and Dr. Dc la Hooko's father wero buried there------ none of whom wore "of his
lood". Op till 1053, the conctcry was purely privato property. In that year.however,
ol. George Taylor Denison the first of Bellevue executed a conveyance whereby tho
frurying-grcfund and several acres of glebe-land adjoining it should become a portion of
+ho endownont of a church proposed to be known as The Church of 3t. John. The conveyance
Is Ho. 49938 registered at York, Secucl Bidout, Begistrar,Juno 25,1853. In 1930, there
was a lawsuit conducted in The Supreme Court of Ontario, whereby tho legal rcprcscntatl.wd
Of the family sought to recover the property from the Church of England, sinco it was
Claimed that the said Church had not fulfilled their part of the bargain. Tho family
got tho cemotcry back and also tho $14,000. endowment, but the church .received SomQ
$12C0. for land adjoining it which had been sold, and on which the late Admiral John
Dvr.ison and others had paid a large sun in taxes to keep it from going to aalo at an
junauspiclous earlier time. The $1200. went to a Church in tho vicinity with which the
ocily had never at any time been connected. Those vho had paid the t&xoo never did
ocivo thoir money back. The writer, as eldest heir male of tho family,was very grateful
Ltairal John Denison and the others for not pressing their claim for taxes, as he
coivcd some $800. which was greatly needed at the time to complete his education. Somo
tho writor's ability to write this articlo as well as he has done,is undoubtedly due
tho uneolfishnoss of the dear old Admiral and the others. The cemetery is now
itorod by a corporation of representative- descendants of the family who livo for
most part in tho Toronto district. The $14,000. endowment is held in perpetuity by
0 &iprcoc Court of Ontario who pay a small rate of interest annually for its use. This
tcrost is scarcely adcqpato to pay tho caretaker's salary. In October 1951, the various
mccndanta of the family woro asked to ccnttibuto to a fund to increase the endoment
d nako sure that our early ancestors' wishes that the cemetery be kept up in good
ndition for all tho futuro of the world bo forever fulfilled.
Tho late I'j:* Ernest Dc la Hooko once showed no an old map which set forth the

ions portions of this original Black Creek Farm and tho nar«-3 of tho descendants who
than.

Georgo Taylor was tho husband of Catherine Fenning9. He was a brother of Sophia
flor, wife of John Denison, He was also the father of John Fennings Taylor the Elder,
rolitod oarlior, he had contemplated going to Canada from England as early as 1792,
|t SO*how he had not done so. It was now the year iei2. There was war with tho How
lu)<l Colonial which * became tho United States of iuncrica in 1776. George Taylor
bad reversals in business. He still bolieved that Canada was tho Land of Fromisc,

\ho lit sail for Canada, leaving his good wilfo and family behind and hoping to secure
refloat coaali to set up his family in the Sew World. However, his health was bad,and
vaf twonty ypars older than he had been in 1792. The Hew World was too strenuous for
I, and in tho late fall of 1812 he died at York and was buried at St. John's Cemetery
tho Humberthoso days, messages took ages to cross the Atlantic, and we find
>rgc Taylor*# widow writing a letter concerning him to Sophia Dcuison at York long
ter Georgo Taylor's demise, but she appears to be unaware of her husband's death. The
liter apeaks for itself, and |I believe that Catherine Fennings Taylor later received
fficlcnt help from her father,who was not poor, to take care of htrsclf and her

ally, Tho letter is written from London, England, Hoy 27,1813. Tho address is given

Clp Hisses Taylor and Jarman, Ho. 8, Billitcr Lane, Lcadcnhall Street. It reads as
[IOHIt
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Y j doar Mrs. Denison,
| rocoivcd a letter from you lost November, and | assure you that it givos mo
great pleasure to hear from you, | have felt, and | do fool this yoar, what you m st
have experionoed for more than twonty years, | expect and hopo Brother was with you
about tho tine you wrote your last letter-.(Koto* It would have been clcoror if she had
saidXy Husband Instead of Your Brother, eithor appellation of courso would h&vo been
correct.) I, and all his childron, have wondered at not receiving one letter from him
*Uoo His arrival with you.l rccoived two or three letters during the early part of
his passage. The ship he wont out on got back to England in October or November last,
and left ay husband safoly landed. 1 was surprised that ho did not send me a letter by
the captain if he had arrived safely with you. How surprised you must hAvo been to see .
| do ' hopo that he notified you in advanco, and did not come without your
being prepared to see him, for it would have been too ouch for ycur feelings to soc him
that had not wrote to you so long. It was not for the went of my reminding him, nor
because he < forgot you, as we havo often talked over old times, when wo usod to spend
tho tiao togothcr at our house with our little ones. | think ainco, thoso were our
happiost days, though | hopo, my doar lira. D., you havo not felt quito so ouch as 1 havo,
though thon, there is no doubt but you havo had your trials. You had cany trials before
you loft us. Kino began soon aftor that, but whon I look back upon all tho pcoplo that
you and | knew whon wo were young, | con soo but fow that havo escaped troublo— some
noro than othors, I havo put off writing os long as | could, in hopes of having a
letter. I fool what you havo folt so often. | was at Kiss Hcaburn's whero my Karla is,
a f« days ago, and she offored to got a letter carried to you by a friend going some
way up tho country. | suppose that tho Y7ar we have with ijscrica may bo tho causo. We
ofton talk of it Rhd think that that must be the reason wo have not heard from Kr.Taylor,
Scootiaos | think something must havo happened to him in coning to you, and that you
havo neither heard nor soon him. Pray let mo hear as soon as possible. I am sure if it
rest with you, I shall have a letter. I call'd at Kr. and Krs. Thomas Denison's aftor
| roccived your letter. She was very cool about your letter you wrote to hor after yen
had been gone from England fourteen years. Ur. D. talked of writing and | gave him your
address. Tour brother, Georgo Denison, is dead, | boliovc above a year ago. Ycur Mother,
IUry Denison, is very woll. 1 find they have to support hor. Your brother, G-orge Denison
left shat he had to his mother, but I find that the person he was with, left him in debt,
and they have kept his property back, | have nothing to rclato to you out of.my own
fsally, as your Brothor brought tho newB all with him when he left homo. I gave up the
house, and | was obliged to part with all my childron. Ky dear little one, only two
years old, she is at school with hor sistor Harriott at Ilrs. Holphant's. They- aro very
fond of hor, and she of thorn. She can soy everything, and le very much grown* She is
very pleased to sco mo when I go, but I always leave her with regret. I have not seen
cy father since my husband went to Canada, nor has my father done anything for me, nor
for the two girls at school. I havo boon obliged to depend upon George, my son, for their
support. Ky daughter, Mary, was married the 12th of Hay aftor her father left us.Thoy
live In tho Kent Rood. He is a very kind and good husband. George was married the 8th
of Ootobor following. He livoa with his wife's father and mother. He is likely to bo a
father before the yoar. Your Brothor knows these parties and will tell you about thorn.
Poor bO was obliged to tako a situation in a nursery, and deprived of a home, both
myself and children. I am not comfortable by any means, nover being only mistress in my
own house boforo. I do not wish to make you fool uncomfortable about me, but I only wish
George had not gone to Canada leaving us so poor. | hope if ho is with you that he does
something for his livelihood, and that he will make enough money to take us over. If
o outlive my father wo shall havo soaothing to help us through life. Georgo novor kept
nything from mo when ho had it, nor neither will I from him partaking with me. i1l tho
hildron send lovo to their fathor, and accept, dear Sister, our love to you, Hrs. D.,
Mtil your doar childron, and | remain, yours affectionately, C. Taylor.
Ujj friends inquiro of you ofton.

The above mentioned son, George Taylor, was probably the one that was the father
John ?cnning8 Taylor the younger.
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In 1315, Colo George Taylor Denison'll,o» First bought from Lt-Col» Sir E.B.Littlchalcs;
Bart., Military 3ocrocary to Governor Slncop, Pax*k Lot 17 and part of Park Lot #18,in
all about 156 eoroa, nor* that part of Toronto whloh is now bounded by tho atrecta.Queen,
Bloor, Bathurst and Spadin*, To bo exact it was a littlo narrower than that, as it la
described ae fivo chaino cast of Bathurst and five chains west,of Spadina. On this
proporty, thtf sumo your Denison built Old Bcllovuo. cuttipg just enough of tho trees of
tho forcat to lot tho light in. How vory damp it mat havo bov.nl The exact location of
Old Bellevue la wbut is now’ the north-ou3t corner of Denison Lvc., and Donison Squaro.
Tho present Depiaon ."vonue was tho carriage-drivo up to Old Bellcvuo from Queen Street*
It was fringed on either tide by groat trees whoso long brunches met in a flourish
aoross tho road, affording ample shade against tho summer sun und wonderful wind-
protection in tho winterr | always liko the story of tho rockery that stood on Denison
3gaaro commemorating the spot where tho last wild bear was killod in Toronto*

The year 1815 scorned a record year for the Dcnlsons, for in that year tho Denisons
also purchased Parle Lot # 25, containing 100 acres, now presently bounded by tho streets
Queen, Bloor, Ossington and Dovorcourt,- This park lot had been owned by Hr* David Burns,'
a surgeon in tho York Volunteers, vhoi by a conveyance dated Mur. 29, 1815, transferred
it to Captain Jolm Donison for the consideration of £200. On Lug. 28. 1845, Mrs. Sophia
Denison tronsforrod this land to her eldest son. Col. Coorgo Taylor Denison "except tho
mansion-house, known as Brookfield Houso, nr.d four aevoo"-Brookfield Houso and the four*
ocros wont to her oor.-in-luw.John Formings Taylor tho Elder. Brookfiold House stood at
tho north-east cornor of what is now Queen St«* and Ossington Lvcuuc- It was shaded .by
groat willow-trees and was surrounded by a flower-garden and large lawn. Ln extract from
a lottor written by ono, W.H.Pardcy to John Penningu Taylor, Clork, The Legislative
Council, Quebec, dated at Toronto, 14th ?c-b. 1853,roads as followstBrookfield Hopso—
| havo to-day had ar. interview with Jas. Henderson who has succcctlod his uncle in t.?
land agency business on this subjoot. Ho thinks that a por3cn who is desirous of
purchasing tho place and who has cmployod him to treat for it, would give £2500 for £t,
but not all cash, Ho thinks he would givo £1000 in cash and the restin timo,”

Old Bcllovue was the oldest of the Denison family homesteads in tho Toronto aroa*
It was occupied until ie87. It was the rosidcncc of Col. Robert Brittain Denison, and
cy late good friend and relative, Francis Napier Donison, foundor of Gonzales Obsorjratory,
Victoria, B.C., was the last mombor of the family to bo bom thoro, Tho next oldest'™ *
homestead was Rusholnu,. which Is at tho corner of Dundas Street and Rusholmo Drive,and
which i3 now designated as, Id Rusholno Drivo. It was built in 1839 by Col. Coorgo Taylor
Donison tho Scaond. It is still in the occupancy of the family, being to-day tho
residence of Harold Denison,Captain, Royal Navy, Rotired. Old Rusholmo was named after
tho groat pork-like ostato in England of Joseph Denison, purchased 1824, near Manchester
in Lanco.itor On the grounds of the Toronto Rusholmo a gato-koeper'a lodgo onoo
stood. There was originally a long drivoway and many trees.

Next on the list of old homesteads of tho Doni3ons comes Old Dovercourt, the
rosidenoo of both Colonels Richard Lippincott Denison the First and the Second* To-day
it has been razod, and its site occupied by a building 32-38 Churchill Lvc. According to
Robertson's Landmarks of Toronto or my interpretation thereof, thcro were in fact two
homostcads on tho'sano spot and both called Dovoroourt. Soo Robortson*s "Landmarks Y ol.lI,
page 112. The first ono was built in 1838, tho soeond ono in 1eSS.*Whcrc Ossington Lvo.,
now runs, there was in 1853 a lano leading through the woods and fiolda to tho houso
Dovercourt, then in tho courao of creotion™ an old record statos. On the left of this
path stood a fair-sized cottago, built by Col. George Taylor Denison the First and used
lator as a distillery. Tho trado was discontinued in 1848. Dovorcourt Itsolf stood among
spacious lawns. Tho wost wing was pullod down in 1094. Some of Old Dovercourt still
romainod aa lato as 1934, and could be identified by the triplo chimney-stack, the only
one of its kind in tho wholo district. In 1895, Col. R.L.Donison tho Second moved to
Sorth Grimsby Township, whero ho built Inglcmount on the Ridgo Rood near Grimsby, whore
the writer was born in 1910. This houso was occupied by members of. the family till 1912..
It still stands, and | had the pleasure of inspecting its interior last summer, It is
presently occupied by a Ukrainian family callod Gorichnk.

Old Dovorcourt was named aftor a district of Dovorcourt near tho port of Harwich in
Sssex In England, the homo of tho Taylors, This district got its name from the Manor of
Dovercourt, two milos up the rivor Stour from Harwich. In Saxon times, the castle or
| anor of Dovercourt belonged to ono, Ulvinu.0, who espoused tho cause of llaroli against
“Jilliia, iAike of Ilomandy, and when the war was lost, Uiviauo was dispossessed Tho



40.
Doveroourt lands woro awarded to a Soman, Alborlo do Verc, whoso goungest daughter
narrlod Rogor Bigod, Earl of Norfolk. To hor proud and warlike husband wont as a dowry
the Manor of Dovorcourt. In the course of time, those estates came again into the
possession of the Crown and were granted to tho Baris of Oxford* A nodorn owner of the
castle is Lovea Peak Garland* _ _ _

Then, one must not forget to nention Heydon Villa, that groat park-liko estate that
wes owned by Col* George Taylor Denison the Third. The nano Hoydon had its origin in
tho nano of Bpdon. tho hone town of Captain John Denison. Eeydon Villa is now turaod
into an apartment block called Heydon Villa ~partnents.

Early Life in York

In 1821. Elizaboth Sophia Denison, later tho wifo of John  Pennings Taylor the Eldor,
wrote a letter to her aunt. Mrs* Thomes Denison of London. England. The letter is dated
at York. August 6. 1821, end is presorved in the Ontario Arofclvos* 3ha says in hor lottor
Ky dear Aunt™ It is with ouch pleasure, | have again the opportunity or addressing you*
| amafraid from your long silence, ay letter of the 20th .e February 1820, In answer
to your kind one roceivod by ny Papa raust hare miscarried, or I amcertain from my extreme
dosire which | therein expressed of hearing from j<*i and n%/uncle would hare ensured a
reply long 'ore this, but tho letters by the nail are not fransported from this western'
country with the regularity they arc from England to America. Under that impression, |
shall again oxpress my thanks to you for your kind letter and present aocoopanying it,
also to Hiss Halo for tho drawing of the late Queen of Scotland which sho wes kind enough
in sending mo, which | recoived with an equal pleasure as Xdid your favours, and | shall
treasure It as a token of her remembrance and although not personally acquainted. | hope
to bo %rat_lfled so such by your kocFIn? up with no in future a regular correspondence*?ho
present will bo favoured by Mrs.Hall* formerly a resident in your city and since ono of
ay most particular friends in York, but through family afflictions is obligod to return
to her frionds in England. Tho vacation of ay school commenced yesterday, during which,
part of it will be spent on a visit to the Palls of Niagara, when | hopo to bo able in
ny next to givo you &full description of them, which | dare say will pleasing to _){ou,
as no dou™ you havo often hoard them praised for their beauty} and tho other part'fill
be devoted entirely to study. | amabout a piece of ocbroldery which | expect to finish
as soon as | can obtain chenilles to answer tho purpose* but they are rare articles here*
and | doubt very much if | can get then all, unless | write to England purposely for them™
Music is a branoh of pollto education | have a great taste for* and my Papa has promised *
to procure a pianoforte for me, if he can meet with ono here, which is likowlso doubtful
as thore is little occasion for them in the wilds of Canada. | mat concludo, ny doar
Dint, with to pray and trusting shortly to have the pleasing sight of a few lines from
XJOU’ and feeling confident that this will reach you safely with lovo to you and mmy dear

ndo, and kindest remembrances to Kiss Hale, in”whioh ny 1--anaaPapa* and family Join
no, and | remain, my dear Aunt, your affoctlonato niece, E. Denison*.

~ Elizabeth Sophia Denison was eighteen years old when sho wrote this letter* The
Mias Halo roferred to was probably a great friend of Dr. and Mrs. Denison of London. |
would liko to spoculato that this Kiss Hale was Margaret Halo who lator bocare third wifo .
to Dr. Thomes Denison. In any event she waes a rclativo of 3cv. J. Dixon Halo, whom |
mentioned earlier in connection with the will of Dr. Thomes Denison. | do not know whothor
Elizaboth Sophia Donison ever loarned to play the pianoforte or not, but sho wes definitely
musical, as music ran in tho family. Elizabeth Sophia's description of the Palls of
Niagara would bo very mterestlng, were it preserved to us. However, another ancestor of
nine, this one on ny Mother's side of the houso. Rev. James Lynne Alexander, wrote a long
poem describing Niagara, called "The Headers of the West* or a Day at the Palls of Niagara
in 1825" which tells all that she could have told and more, | havo an ancient printed
copy of this poem, and thcro is a copy In tho Ontario Archivos.

Captain John Denison died at York. Oct. 28. 1824. and his son. John, died Jan.5,1826*
In the following letter of Era.Sophia Denison to Dr. Thomes Denison, London, dated.
Mar, 15, 1626, she tells of the shadow of gloom that had fallon across tho lives of tho
littlo Denisop family in this early day at York in the wilds of Canada. Sophia Denison
8ay8i I'y dear Brother, | have Just heard of the Reverend Doctor Strachan going to England,
which gives ne the pleasure of writing to you. (Note: In those early days, such an ovont
as anyono going on visit to the old land heralded a Icttor from cveryono in
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the conraonity, overyonc asking that their letter ho posted on arrival in tho old land.)

Toax lettor favoured hy Mr. Taylor, | rocoivcd with the greatest pleasure, and | was
happy to find you and I'M . Donison in good hoalth. I should have answered it before,
hut having so roach sickness and affliction in my family has bocn the total reason for
ny not writing. | am sorry to say, my dear Brothor, that the subject I am going to

aention to you, is not only as nclandholy to you to read, hut as painfdl to roc to writo.
Littlo did | think-when | wrote you last, that this letter would bo so rauch like tho
one you received fron no last spring. (Koto* She wrote at that tine to toll of her
husband’s doath.)

On tho fifth of January, after a very short illness, ny door son, John, departed
this life. His complaint was a violont infloroation on tho brain (Note* probably a
aastoid), which he bore with Christian paticnco. This boy, you did not know, as he was
born in Canada. It is highly gratifying to ne when I think what a good son and brother,
ho was. | can safely soy, without flattery, that his character was without blemish. Ho
was much rcspcctod and beloved by all who knew him. His loss, | fool to ny heart, as ho
was one of ny protoctors and providers. This is a great trial to me to lose both Johns,
father and son, in the space of fourtcon monthse My affliction is great ahd ny troubles
are almost innumerable. My daughter is in a very bad state of health, and has been so
for many months past, her present complaint, which sho now has, and what she has had
einoc tho seventh of last September, is tho rheumatism. She has undergone many trials
of cure, but at present without offeet, Sho has undergono the painful operation of a
caustic, boing the preparation of an issue. Tho pain was most violent, for surely I
thought for ono hour that sho would havo gone into convulsions, but it could not bo done
by the lancet on account of the repeated blisters on the very spot where it was to be
done. Tho great relief.that sho has found from what has been done as yot, is the warn
bath* Wb havo no public bathing placos hero, so wo have to make what we can,do in our
houses. Her rheumatism is fixed across hor loins, and from her hips down to her anklos.
Last Wtuanor she had tho pleurisy, and shc,*and her poor brother that now is no moro, had
the influents, a complaint that has prevailed very much In this part of tho world, and
which has been fatal to many,

1 an vdry sorry to say, that it is not in my power at presont, to take up your
Brother’s note. | roust beg leave for your paticnco, as | havo not the monoy at present.
| assure you, my doar Brothor, | an loft embarrassed. Do not bo surprised when | toll
you that Mr. Donison kopt thi9 a secret from me. | knew nothing of it, till | read it
in your lottcr. Ty daughter desires to send her boat regards to Mrs. Denison, and begs
that she will oxcusc her not writing by this conveyance, as she is very unwell; but she
will do hersolf the pleasure, as soon as she gets bettor. Pray favour mo with a lettor,
as soon as you conveniently can, as it gives me great pleasure to hear from you both.
| am afraid that |I will tire you out, reading about my troubles, but I will now conclude

with nine and my sons’ and my daughter’s kind love to you and Mrs. Denison. | remain,
yours .truly'and sinccroly, S.D.

* 1

The note mentioned abovo is the one mentioned in Dr. Thomas Denison's will,£270.
L9 this letter is writton to a doctor, it is not surprieing that tho Illnossos are
dosoribod in such dotall. John Denison, Junior, evidently died of a mastoid, or tumour

ot the brain. Betsy, tho daightcr, although apparently a great sufforor,
nevertheless livod to tho age of 88, **

Whon Elisabeth Ruasoll diod In 1922, hor will read in part* "To my bolovfcd friend,
Mrs. Sophia Denison, £480 for her sole and separato uso oxolusivo of hor husband, and
for which her receipt alono shall bo good, this bequoat to bo.so secured that the said
Sophia Denison shall have and enjoy the interest thereof during her lifo, the principal
thereof to bo let out or vested in lands for the sole use of her daughtor, Elisabeth
Denison, To my friend, John Denison, hor husband, | leave and beneath £50, and any
debt or debts ho nay happen to owe me at the time of my decease.” It would appear that*
John Denison had been in the habit of borrowing from JUss Bussell as well as from hor
brother, Peter Hussoll. It is said that the Deniaons had prior to this always expeetod

a large share of tho Pussoll fortune at tho dcccaso of the two Bussells who had no
legal heirs. The Derisons wore disappointed in this hopo.

»
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A Great Kistake in Captain John Dtni9on?s W ill Causes Great
Concom and Divides His Children-and Widow

Captain John DOnison wrote his last Will and Testament hineolf without benefit of a
skillod lawyer. As always happens in such coses there was a groat raistako in it. As
pointed out to me by ray good friend. Kartin Kelso, tho Crown Attorney, John Donison's
will disposes of his real estate only, and does not raako provision for tho disposition
of his personal property. According to Sophia Dcnicon, the chief error was that John
Denison did not use the phrase, "and his heirs and assigns” in mentioning tho
various bonofiol&rics. This resulted in tho bequosts constituting only life estate”.
This meant that when the various brothers ond sister dlod the estato that had fallon
to them went to the heir-at-law, which,by the old ripht of primogeniture and male
suvm»88ionf caused all Captain John Denison’s property to como in time into the hands
of tho oldest son. Colonel George Taylor Denison tho First of Bellevuo. | have no
record of what arrangements George made with his brother, Thomas John Denison of Weston,
but certainly tho arrangements with his sister, Betsy, were, in tho opinion of John
Fennings-Taylor tho Elder, her husband, most unsatisfactory, John Fennings Taylor
certainly was not what could be called poor, and probably oar ancostor, George, did not
fed he was doing any wrong in accepting what had fallen to him due to the mistake in th*
will. If any present member of tho family object to my tolling this tale, | an sure
they will forgive mo when they consider that money was regarded in a difforent and much
more important light than it is even regarded to-day. In those days, without money, ono
was definitely a paupcri there were no old age pensions, mothers* allowances,and such#
»nd without money ono had to rely on tho charity of relatincs or starvo. It can bo
roadily soon why Col. G.T.Denison the First, when he died in 1853, loft an estate which
wad--the largest probated in Ontario up to that time. Ho not only r.ccoivcd all the
Denison money, but he received a nice dowry from oach of his four wives. Ho was also
very clovor in businessi and ho increased his holdings, by wise investments as well as
hard work. Ono record states that when he diod he held over 1000 acres of land in what

iIs now tho City of Toronto, probably another 1000 acres in Weston and Richmond H ill, and
£250,000. He was a good father and provided well for his children, 1| will now givo you
Captain John Denison's will, and the Letters of Administration issued to Sophia Denison

in the estate of John Denison, Junior.

Home D istrict )
Surrogate Court ) By Y fillian Warren Baldwin, Esquiro, Surrogate for tho Home

District of the Province cf Upper Canada,
. To AIll to whom these presents shall cor.c. Greeting—----

Ithow yo,- That on the day and catc hereof, before me, at York in District and Provinco
aforesaid was proved, approved, and insinuated the last Will and Testament of John
Denison, lato of the Township of York in District end Trovincc aforesaid, Esquire,
dcooasod#(having whilst ho lived, ond at the time of his death, divers Goods “nd
Chattels, Rights and Crodits within tho said Homo D istrict) a true copy Whoroof is
hereunder written, and tho execution of the said last Will and Tostnment is hereby
comnittod to Soohia Denison of the Township of York in District and Provinco aforesaid.
Widow, of tho oaad John Denison, the only Sxocutor in the last Will and Testament named, -
who boing duly sworn well and truoly to administer the Goods and Chattols, Rights and *
Credits of the said Deceased, and to exhibit a true and perfoct Inventory thereof,
together with a Just and true account of such Administration unto the Registory of tho
Sorrogato Court of tho said Home D istrict when she shall bo*thereunto lawfully required.

In testamony whoroof I have sot my hand and seal of the said Court, this Thirteenth
day of June In tho Year of Our Lord, Ono thousand, eight hundred and twenty-six.

W.W. Baldwin, Surrogate, Home D istrict, 13th Juno 1826. *
f. Chowfctt, Rogistrar.
A truo copy of tho lost Will and Testament of John Donison, late of the Township
of York in yio Home D istrict of the Province of Upper Canada, Esquire, Deceased-——
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In the Nemo of Cod, Amen— Tho Ninth day of April, 1024, I, John Dcni»on of the

County of York in Upper Canada, Icing sick and weak in body, hut of perfect nind and
memory, thanks he to God,— Therefore calling unto nind tho mortality of ny body, end
knowing that it is appointed to all men once to die, do make and ordain this ay last
Will and Testament-—That is to say principally.and first of all, | giro and rcconncnd
ny soul into the hands of Almighty Cod that gave it, and ny body | rcconsend to the
oartb to bo buried in decent Christian burial at tho discretion of my Executrix,

nothing doubting but at the General Resurrection, | shall receive the sane again by the
nighty power of Cod, and as touching such worldly cstat.c with which it has pleased Cod
to bloss mo in this Life,—I give and devise and dispose of the same in the following

nannor and fonn, | give and bequeath to ny dearly beloved wifo, Sophia Denison, whom I
likewise constitute make and ordain my sole Executrix of this my last Will and Testament,
all and singular my Lands, Hessuages and Tenements by her freely to be nossossed and
enjoyed during her life, with all ny household goods. Debt, and novcablo T-ffocts—

| giro and bequeath to my son, George Taylor Denison, after my wife,. Sophia Denison,
decoasc, Lot#3 in tho 4th Concession in tho Township of York, wost of Yongo Street, and
then for him to leave it tc his Childron as he plcasos.

| give and bequeath to my son, Thomr.3 John Denison, aftor ny wifo decease. Lot #5
in tho 4th Concession in tho Township of York, west of Yongo Street for his Life, and
then to come to his wifo, so long as she continue his widow—It is my wish that this
arrangement shall be fulfilled so for—after this | loawo it to ray son, Thomas John
Denison, to leave to his Children as he ploasos—

| give end boqueath to ny son, Charlos Denison, aftor my wife decease. Lot #5 intho
5th Concession, west of Yongc 3treot in the Township of York— It is my dosiro that this
Lot aftor npr son, Charles Denison, decease, shall go to his malo heir, if ho has no male
hoir, it must go to the male heirs at law, and bo continue forover—the fonco which goes
round»the burying-ground, | request they will keep in good and substantial repair,

| also give and boqueath to my son, John Denison, after my wife decease. Lot 4 in
the 5th Concession, west of Yongo Street, in tho Township of York.

| likewise give to ray sons, Charles and John Denison, Aftor my wife deccaso, Fark
Lot #25, and tho south half of Park Lot #26 in the Township of York,

i also give and bequeath to my daughter, Elizabeth Sophia Denison and her heirs,aftor
my wife, Sophia Donison, decease, Brookfield House, with four acres of land across the
front of the south part of Lot #25 in tho Township of York.-—

And | do hereby disallow, revoke and ainul all and every former Testaments, Wills,
Legacies and Bequests, and Executors by me in.any ways beforo nanod, willed and be<$icathed
ratifying and confirming this and no other to my last Will and Testament.

In witness whorcof, | havo hereunto set ny hand and seal, the day and yoar abovo
written.

Signed, Sealed, Published, Pronounced and Declared by the said John Denison as his
last Will end Tostarcwnt in the prcscnco of us Subscribers,

Legal Seal, Signed, John Denison,
Vitnossesi Julius M. Sandford," John Gorton, Chesterfield S&ndford,

Lettora of Administratjon in the Estate of.JohnDonison the Younger

Home D istrict )

abrogate Court) Letters of Administration to the Estate of tho lato John Denison

tho Younger of the Township of York in tho Home D istrict of the
Province of Upper Canada, Yeoman, Doceased:

By William Warren Baldwin, Esquire, Surrogate for the Homo District of the Provinoo
of Upper Canada. Wheroas Sophia Denison of tho Township of York in tho Home D istrict and
Province aforesaid, widow, did by her Petition to nc directed set forth that the said
John Denison tho youngor, her son, departed this life on or about the fifth-day of
January in the yoar of Our Lord one Thousand, eight Hundred and twenty-six. Intestate,
possessed of some personal and real Estate within the Homo Diatriot of tho said Province
*nd that the Potitionor is advised of Counsol, that sho Is well and beat entitled to tako
out Lotters of Administration of tho Goods and Chattels, Rights and Credits, which were
of tho said John Denison the Youngor at the tino of his death, or lawfully accruing
within the said Home D istrict, The Petitioner having prayed no that Letters of Adniniet-
-ration might be graitod unto her. of all and singular tho Goods and Chattols, Rights
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and Credit®, which wero of the said John Denison the younger, doccoicd, at tho tine ot
his doath or lawfully accruing within the said Hone D istrict, upon the petitioner giving
the usual security faithfully to admlnistor the sano according to Law. Administration,
therefore, of all and singular the Goods and- Chattels, Bight® and Credits, etc., aa
aforesaid, is hcrohy granted unto the said Sophia Denison, she having given Bond unto the
Registry of tho Surrogate Court aforosaid and made oath faihhfully to administor the some
acoordlng to Law, and ronder a just and true account of the Ldninistration when sho shall
ho thereunto lawfully required.

Given undor my hand and seal of the said Court the thirteenth of April in the year
of Our Lord, one Thousand, eight Hundrod and twonty-six.
If. Chcwitt, Registrar. W.W. Baldwin, Surrogate, Home D istrict.

Lottor of Sophia Denison to Dr. Thomas Denison, corner of Stone Street and Totten*
-ham Court Rood, London, England, Carried hy John Taylor.¥

York, U.C., Kerch 15th, 1825. :
My dear Friond,

I will onco more endeavour to accomplish a dosign which | havo so many times
attempted to do, hut my hoalth being so ouch impaired and my spirits so mch oppressed
sinoo last autumn that I really do not fool like myself. I trust and hope that you havo
hy this tine received a letter to apprise you of that melancholy death of ray doar
Husband which took place on the 2Bth of October last at 7 o'clock in tho morning aftor
a long and lingering illness which he boro with resignation and fortitude. This touches
me to the heart. I must, my doar Friend, change this depressing subject. | waa last
November taken ill and remain so for somo time and have been ouch indisposed all winter,
so totally bonfined to tho houso that | have not been able to get out even upon businoss
which required my earliost attention. Your poor Brother made his will. I have no doubt
but you will be surprised when 1 toll you he mado it himself, and I an sorry to say that
ho has mado a grogt blundor in it, tut poor follow all | could do or say | could not
prevail on him to the contrary, ho has left the whole of his property to mo for my life,
after that, tho Children tako it according to hie direction. Hy son, Georgo, is in
possession of the property his father loft him, and has boon in possession ever sinoo
ho has been married, bpt he has not got tho doed of it. That is to remain with ao, idao
my son, Charles, and John, and my daughter, are living with mo, os thoy aro all single.
Whatever he has left to his children, he has left it to them and their heirs but not
their assigns. This ho did with a view to sccuro tho property for th6é benefit of his own
childron, but ho has mado a very serious mistake in what he has loft to Charles and John,
as ho has not mentioned their heirs and assigns, so of courso theso lands ho has given
to them amount to nothing moro than a lifo estato. It thon will go to my son, Georgo, as
heir-at-law. So if ovor theso two boys are married and havo any family, and doath should
tako them before thoir wives, of courso the poor children and their mothers are truly
thrown out of everything* This certainly makes mo vory unhappy, as it is a shocking
thing. This is not only a very hard case but a vory cruel one, as tho very lands my poor
Jack has loft them, these two boys obtained by thoir strictnoss of attention to business
and industry. (Notot Charlos and John had eloared thoso lands thoosolves.) Your brother
would not havo done it intentionally, that I am eonfidont of, for could he but know It,
he would be vory unhappy. | bloss tho Almighty God, although I am left a widow, | am
not left entirely unprotected, for I an blessod with sober, etoady and industrious,
affectionate Children. Your poor Brother loft mo executrix to his will, and no person
olso but mysolf, which, at tho timo ho proposod it, | mado /## ovory objection, but not
one of them would he hear to, | wish very mch ho had taken my advice in getting a
professional man to havo mado his will, and thon thcro would not havo been the omissions
thoro are now, What I havo oncloscd in this lottor, I havo no doubt you will have any
objeotlon In taking a share of with me, I wish from my heart, my dear Friend, that | were
living within a few miles of you, so that.l could havo the pleasure of asking for your
advico, not only in my affairs In t*xsincss, but also in tho modioal lino, Thon, I should
hope | oould got some rolief from that painful complaint, tho rheumatism, what I am so
much troubled with in my hoad. | an afraid 1 havo tried your p&tinnco. | will conclude

with ray sons and daughter uniting with me in kind love to you and Mrs. Denison,and
bcliovo me, your sinccro Friend, 3. Denison.
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Duo to tho groat controversy in the family concerning the division of the cstato
of Captain John Denison, thoro had been much hard feoling. Goorgc had not been to seo
hie mother for fiftoen of eighteen months. Goorgo had heard that tho family had been
corresponding with hia uncle, Dr> Thomas Denison of London, and George was rather unhappy
about the wholo thing. So ho determined to go to England, take with him what documents
and lottere he had, and endoavour to convinwo his undo-that he had acted Justly, and
as a man occusod to justify himsolf.(incidentally, this was tho occasion whon George
visitod tho Collego of Horalds in London, and enquired concerning our coot-of-arms.)

, Early in June 1827, Gcorgo broko his long silence, and visited his mother at
Brookfield Houso. Ho told hor of his intention of visiting England, and asked if sho had
any lottors which sho wished delivered, The following is tho letter which Sophia Donison
wrote, and which Gcorgo delivered to his undo at Tottenham Court Road, corner of Stono
Stroot* London.

At this time, George Denison had been a widowor for four yoars, and had been tho
father of eight children, six of whom were living at the timo. While in London, George
mot his sooond wife, Karia Taylor, who was a sister of his brother-in-law, John Fonnings
Taylor, the Elder. They woro all first cousins. Before leaving England, he married hor
in London, on Soptombor tho first, ohd brought her brek with him to York, Upper Canada.

I havo not boon able to discover at what church they wore married, as the general rogistry
of such information at Somerset House, London, did' not begin till sovcral years later.
| suspect that the marrlago occurrod at one of tho churches named St. Gilos.

: Tho child which they had, Frederick George Denison, lived only between Sept. 6,
1828 and Sept. 26, 1828. Duo to complications follo?/ing this birth, Karia Taylor Denison
tho mother diod at Old Bellcvuo, Feb. 2, 1831. This may havo been another cause of
John Fennings Taylor tho Elder feoling bitter towards Goorgc, as Taylor may havo hold
George rosponsiblo for his sister* Maria's death, though | havo no evidenco to support
this inforenco. Horo is tho letter, which is dated at York, Jane 11th, 1827.

My doar Brother,

Doubtless, ray doar Brothor, you will bo greatly surprised at recoiving this
letter from tho hands of ray son, George Denison; not more so, will bo your surprise than
mino was a fow evenings ago, after keeping himself from me for fifteen or olghtccn months,
then calling merely to say that ho was going to England, and that if | had any letter to
send, he would tako it---- at tho same, tine tolling me that he had got a copy of his father's
will, and othor documents and papers— then ho says-—"03 it is reported | have robbed
tho family*— that convinces no that he is suspicious of me. Therefore, I have no objection
to your showing him my lottors to you for my defence. Also, ny daughter wishes me to say
that sh’o will be vory much obliged to her aunt to do tho samo for her. | have every
reason to btliovo J;hat my son Gcorgo*s documents and papers arc a collection from all
quarters, and that they aro for the intent p urposo of convincing you, if he possibly can,
of tho many sorvioos which he has been to mo since the death of his father, and of the
offor which ho mado to his brother, Charles, which was to giro him a deed of a piece of
land whero | livo, pro”idod his brother Charles gives up the burying-ground lot. This,
Charles thought was unreasonable on this account that your Brothor pat his business into
his son Charlos' hands when ho left Canada for England, so of course all debts contraotod
sinoo that timo, and | may say boforo that time, stand against Charlos, as poor Mr.Denison
got Charles to place his nomo on many papers with his own. This has embarrassed Charlos
vory rauoh-— and then for George to wrnt tho lot | have mentioned as a compensation for tho
othor lot was too much.--—- My son, Charlos. has been extremely ill all this spring with
a fovor and an inflammation on his lungs, but is now somewhat better. Ky sons aftd daaghtor
dcsiro their kind lovo to you and Mrs, Denison. Mr. John Taylor bogs Ms Compliments.
| remain, yours truly and sincerely, S. Denison.

P.3. | hope that you will do me tho favour to write me. A

Hero is a lottcr by John Fonnings Taylor tho Elder to Ms mother-in-law, SopMa Denison,
who was inoidcntally aloo Ms aunt, and it io in this monnor that ho always addrossos
hor, Tho Icttor is dated at Toronto, 21st Ootebor, 1839, and begins. My doar Aunt*
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Armorial Book-Plate of Colonel George Taylor Denison the First Taken from

an Original to bo Found in tho OIld Foinily Bible which usod to bo
in St. Goorge's Chapol, Dovcrcourt.

Tho abovo coat-of-arms is rocordcd to belong to John Denison, Brookfiold
Houso, York, Upper Canada. In heraldic terms it i-s dcscribablo thusi
"Argent, a bend sable between a unicorn's head orasod gulos in chiof and

a oross-crosslot fitch6 of tho last in baso. Crost: A dtxtor cubit arm in
bend, rested azure, cuffod argent, hand proper pointing with forefinger to
an ostoilo or.". This IB the book-plato which George had mado up in England
when ho visited that country as rocordcd olscwhcro. In 1905, Admiral John
Donison says, discovering that our arms was no longor correct for our
Canadian family, 1 paid into the College of Horalds, London, £50., and

had them difference our arms to distinguish our Canadian branch of tho
family from tho English family heraldically.
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My dear Aunt, ) _ :

I am induced to address tho following lettor to you from a sonso of duty I owe to
Botay and hor children: pnd aa tho subject about to bo cntcrod upon, may not. haro
occurr od to you in as foroiblc a light, ao | doubt not it will hereafter, I must at the
samo time oarnoetly request that you will not dean mo guilty of being actuatod by any
improper motivo in thu9 drawing your attontion to it.—

Tho topic roforrod to, is tho roal property, which, undor tho will of my Unplo.was
settled upon you as tonant for lifoj— Tho wunwarrantable possession theroof, takon by
Goorgo (it being without your sanction or dcairo) is tho oauso of complaint, and which
| am quito oortain you will readily admit to bo natural.—

I shall commonoo from tho year 182S whon Goorgo assumod tho payment of cortain
dobts of tho Estato, which I will call roundly £300, but of course you will well know
thoy wore muoh within that compass, and from tho samo period, he has taken possession
of nearly the whole of the real and cortainly all of tho personal property, and rccoivod
tho benofit arising thcrofrom.—

How tho ordinary porsonal proporty at Charles* doceaso, | cannot from memory givo
you an accurate account of, and noithor perhaps con you, but I bcliovo tho following
Schodulo will be found correct as far as it comprises the Chattols thcroin mentioned,.

v 1*0 Probablo Valuo.
(Two Lumber  gons £30,
One Pair of Horsos £30.
Ono 3ot of Harness F£25-
Ono double horse plcasuro wagon 0.
Ono Toko of Oxon |4 £16.°
Two Stoors £ 5.
Farming Utonsils &c., and a flock of sheep (say) £26.
Stop polos taken out of tho swamp which George sold for £12,10.0
Stono sold from off the land to tho road trustoos which Riohord

statod to bo ono season at £75.

A largo quantity of cedar posts cut from out of tho swamp—
pino trees for building timbor, and cord wood— stono sold at
o.thor times, than that above mentioned, and othor goods
probably omittod in this schodulo, say to tho moderate amount of £82,10.0

£300. 0.0

By which it is shown that the amount of the domands even supposing them to havo roachod
tho sum of £300., have boon liquidated.

Then With rogard to tho landed property, that is to say the Homestoad, being 146 aoros,
the Bufrying-Ground Lot or farm at tho Humbor, and tho Clergy rcsorvo leased lot at tho
samo placo, but without bringing into nccount Goorgo's own lot at tho Humber or Thomas*

and thorofore not the pioco of land left to Betsy,
Acres

Por Year
100 Tho 108 aoros Richard occupios (which at the rate Dunn the butohor
pays for tho adjoining lot of Givons' without the dwelling houso
Ac., and not near s6 much land .is £50.
Burying-Cround Lot £30.
6 Boromastcr’s house and fivo acres £21.
6 6 acres sold to mo for £150 intorost upon tho principal £ 9.
4 4 aoros sold to Thornhill for £200. interest upon do, £12.
4 4 aoros sold to mo for £200. intorcst upon do. £12.
27 27 acres are still in Goorgo’s own occupation say at thfi samo rate
given by Dunn to Givons which is 10/- por acre oqual to £13.10.0
146 acres Benofit dorivod annually of what is yours. £147.10.0

It will bo soon then that | havo not ostimated your intorost in tho Clorgy Lot
whioh raigfct havo boon turnod to good account.

Bocalling to your rocollcction tho unfortunate mannor in whioh my Undo orrod in
asking his will, by which fatal orror, and that in Jjdfjnont alono, Gcorgo inherits nearly
the whole of his proport,y, I do trust no it is now in your power, and feeling assurod of
your dosiro to do Juctico to your two othor ohiJdron, that you will unhesitatingly and
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without doloy make your lost will and teateccut leaving to whoa you ploaso your plate
and household furniture, and to George, Thomas and Betsy and to each of then one third
port of the whole of tho yearly valuo or rents of the aforesaid land in which you aro

a tenant for life, share and share alike.—~s George would then receive an equal portion
hy your will and at your decease the.whole of the land besides, surely ho could not have
in truth any reason to conplain.

I would also remind you of the account which George so frequently has stated to bo
duo by Thomas to him, and which assurodly ho will press him to pay sooner or lator, and
suoh being tho caso how satisfactory end coafortablo it will be for Thoans to havo in
his powor through your will to meet such demand, besides leaving a surplus sum whereby
to aid in the hour of need hie large and necessitous family.

| havo already proved to you that George benefits by nc £21 annually and which has
continued for scvoral years, and when it is rceollcctod what peculiar ciraxmstanccs wero
connected with the purchaso for Betsy of the feur acres on the hill, | allude to the
loss | sustained in England on the one hand, and the good fortuno that George met with
in rccoiving by my solo agency, what was duo to ny door sister, Karla, on the other hand,
in consideration of which | have always thought, and do still think, and over shall
continue of tho opinion, that George ought to have bcon thoroughly satisfied with
roooiving the principal sun of tho purchaso money without being so hungry as to desire
intorest also, and moro particularly as he has chanced to light upon nearly tho wholo of
his father*3 property unintentionally and by mere accident, and also considering that
it was with his alstor that he was dealing.—

I havo .long since had the foregoing subject upon my mind and having now discharged
what | roally bclievo to bo my duty, it remains with you to detornino whether your
children so for os it is now in your powor shall all sharo alike at your dccoaso, or
whether in the 07ont of your not declaring such will by so solemn a testamentary
declaration, George is to grasp all your personal property os well as his fathor's
roal and personal estate end thereby again publish to tho world that ho is heir-at-law,
and so defy his only surviving brothor and also his sister in obtaining relief.

I remain, my door Lant, with every affection, your nephew,
J.P. Taylor.

In ordor to show that Col. George Taylor Denison the First was not such a bod follow

as he is pictured in the ' . foregoing paragraphs, I will give you a letter written
by him to his mothor-, Sophia Denison, Lot Streot, York, U.C., from Bcllovuo,dated
Decembor 50th, 1839. It reads as follows:

Ky dear Mother,

ok . | told you tho lost time | saw you that | could not moot with what | wished
to get you for a Christmas present, | wish you to accept theso two half-oagios end lay
them out in something that you may wish for yourself, and not keep them to look at,
fCr that will do you no good, nor anyone olso.
I remain, your ever dutiful sen,
G.T. Denison.

In Sophia Donlson's handwriting appoars this additional noto on tho lotter.
Dec. 30, 1639.

Lot this present speak for Itself,

Sophia Donison.

Tho following letter was written by Dr. Thecas Denison to John Fennings Taylor the
Eldor, Legislative Council Offico, Toronto, Upper Canada, favoured hy Mr. Bowsoll.

] London, Oct. 12, 1840.
My dear Sir,

| take the opportunity of Hr. Bcwscll*s return to Canada to thank ypu for your
two lottors, your Mother-in-law being the rubjoct of then. It was not in ny powor to
answer any part of thoo, having no recollection of any circumstances to which you

alluded. 1 hope that you will continue to uso your best endeavours to p?000" poaco and
harmony in tho family of which you now fora a part.

I romain, ny doar Sir,
Most affectionately yours,

Thos. Denison.
Pray moke my host lovo to your dear wifo. ny nloco.

»
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Hero it a letter of John PonningS Tailor tho Elder to Mrs. Sophia Donison, Brookfield
House, Toronto, Upper Canada, dated at Kingston, 5th July, 1841.

My dear Aunt,
Always knowing that logally | could not successfully opposo tho collection of
Goorge*a claim against me, still | moat certainly believed that he could not refrain

from fooling that undor peculiar circumstances.( and which | nay add arc most certainly
tormonting his breast and will continue to inflict a wound thcro to the hour of hia
death) he would doubtless have acted more equitably towards mo.

However, as | find he is disposed to bo harsh, cruel and unjust, and aa hia
trust is now put in tho having a longer purse than falls to ny lot, | feel it to bo
moro to the ease and comfort of yourself and family at large to givo way.

| therefore will agroc, howover unjust, (of course | mean in an equitable
light) that Ccorgo shall rcceivo back tho lot of land upon surrendering up my bond to
be cancelled, and a rolease against all claims and demands to tho time of cxcaitlng it.

I romain, my dear Aunt,your affcctionato nephow,
J.7. Taylor.

Sophia Taylor Denison’s Court Gown worn at tho Court of King George 111

Heainiscent of thoso turbulent, momentous days of King Gcorgo Il when now
history was created on the Worth American Continent, is a beautiful, quaint gown which
was worn for presentation at tho court of King George 111, by Sophia Taylor, lator

wifo of Coptain John Denison. This oxquisitoly designed gown, with hand-paintod floral
pattern sprinkled over a background of heavy white silk, is as fascinating as a garden
patch in Juno, with its tiny bouquets of pink and blue flowers. Only an artist could
have crcatod this charming frock, with its hooped skirts and sido paniors, the tiny
tight-fitting bodice, with olbow sloovcs, odorablo with frills of laco. With it, wont
little black curls which Sophia Denison donned for occasions of festivity, and also
little whito satin slippors which sho had worn on hor wedding-day. Sho m at havo
thrilled as she walked through tho town some summer's day, carrying a miniature black
parasol with corvod ivory handles.

Prosorvod also is a black orope bortnet which Sophia Donison woro to market, and
a lovoly black silk cape of arnplo folds designed to wrap wido hooped skirts. Preserved
too is the gorgoously patterned carpet-bag of flowered velvet with a tiny padlock,which
accompanied Sophia Donison when sho went aJourneying.

1 °
Sophia Denison's Cookbook.

The Art of Cookery Made Plain and Easy, 1782, and bearing tho autograph of Sophia
itonison is still proservod, A rocipc for orange pie demands tho use of 16 oggs; tho
icing* requirod 24 egg yolks. The icing night bo perfumed as you pleaso. Tho concluding
chaptor deals with tho making of porfumos. To noko Pronch Rouge* Toko sono caraino and

mix with faoo powdor to mako as palo as you ploaso. Tho book also tolls how to moke
yeast.

Tho residuary logatco of tho ostato of Dr. Thomas Denison of London was tho Sov.
Canon John Dixon Halos. Horo is an inscription to his monory on tho foundation stone of
Christ Church, Kew Rood, Richmond, Surrey, England.

To tho Glory of God, and in memory of Canon John Dixon Halos, M.A., Por moro than
40 years,-the Vicar of 3t. John's, Richmond, this church is built.

This stono was laid by B.R.H. Princess Mary Adclaido, Duchess of Tcidc, on

Saturday, Oot. 14th, 1893.

(Tho Duchoss of Tock mentioned above was mother of Queen Mary, Queen of His
Majesty, King GcorgoV ). _ ’ o*

Time rolls on, and on November 22, 1852, wc find Sophia Denison, sitting in an upper
room in an ancient house on Mount Carmol Street, “uobcc City, awaiting two lawyors who
will mako out hor will for hor. Mont Carmol Street .7 runs north and south in the
Upper Town of Queboe City, and is just west of the Chateau Frontcnac Hotel. It is a
short street running from tho brow of tho cliffs northward to a small fcnccd-in park,
Mont Carmol. There aro several old houuos on Kent Camel Stroot to-day, any one of which
might have boon tho hou30. the home of John Fennings Taylor tho Elder, when he was
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Cleric of the Senate* This Is tho inscription on the gate of the littlo park called Mont
Carmel. "On this height, callod Mont Cornel/ thoro stood in 1690. a stono wind-mill
wheroon was mounted a battery of three guns and which served for a redoubt daring the
Siege of Cjuebuc by Fhips, it was called "La Cavalier da Moalini

Sophia Penisonl18 Lost Will-and Testanent

Dnted at Queboc, 22 November 1652, Ho. 2245, Filod at IV p.m., 10 January 1855 as

No. 15546—15/9. Beg. B. Yol. 55, Pago 377—C.HJContiiambert, Registrar.
On tho Twcnty-socond day of Novenber in tho year of Our Lord one Thousand eight Hundred
and fifty-two, at tho requost of Sophia Taylor, rolict of the lato John Denison in his
lifotino of the City of Toronto in tho Homo Distriot and Provinco of Canada, We, tho
undorsipjod Notarios Public duly adnittod and comiasionod for that part of tho Province
of Canada forncrly callod Lowor Canada and residing at Quebec went to tho residence of
the said Sophia Taylor relict as aforesaid of tho lato John Denison, in Mount Carmel
Street in tho Uppor Town of tho said City of Quebec, and thon and thoro being, wo found
the said Sophia Taylor, sitting in a chair in a room in tho second flat of tho said house,
sick of body, tait of sound and disposing mind, memory, hearing and understanding as
appeared to us the said Notarios by her mannor and conversation who declarod unto us that
considering the uncertainty of tho hour of death sho was dosirous of making hor Last Will
and Testament in order to orrango hor temporal affairs and the better to be prepared to
loavo tho wottd whonevor it might please Almighty God to remove hor.

Whereupon sho, tho said Sophia Taylor, relict os aforesaid, of sound and disposing
mind as aforesaid did accordingly publish, dictato and nano her Last Will and Testament
word by word to John 3impson Hossack, one of tho said Notarios in the presence of Thomas
T. Gauvin, his colleague, being all the timo present as follows, that is to say* First
and principally | recoraacnd my soul to God who gavo it, and my body I ccnmit to tho
earth to be decently interred according to tho rites of tho Church of England, and as to
such worldly ostato as God in his infinite goodness hath bestowed upon mo, I give and
disposo of in Manner following, that is to say: Two hundred Pounds now in tho hands of
ny grandson. Bichard Lippincott Denison tho Elder, connonly known as the "Principal Sun"
socurod to me by a bond. I will devise and bequeath tho interest duo thereon at tho tine
of ny decease unto Richard Lippincott Denison tho Younger. Lo to tho Principal Sun, tho
following bequests.

£50 to Arthur John Taylor of the City of Queboc, student at law.

£50 to my granddaughter, Elizabeth Sophia Denison, daughter of my son, Thomas John
Denison, now deceased, who rosldes with her aunt, my danghtor, Elisabeth
Sophia Denison Taylor.
£50 to qy granddaughter, Maria Taylor.
.£50 to ny gronddan” tor Sophia Charlotto Taylor.
.nd as to such plato os |I shall be possossod of at tho time of ny decease:
To Arthur John Taylor, a silvor Tankard, silver Pepper Castor.
To Alexander GGorgo Denison Taylor, a silvor Wino Strainor.
To Charles Walter Taylor, Silvor Salt-cellars with spoons to match, two silver table-
spoons.
To Maria Taylor, one silvor sugar-basket and tongs thcroto belonging, one largo silver

crcom-Jug, ono silver tea-strainer with odd tea-spoon.
To Froderick Seletto Saylor, one half-dozen tea-spoons. i

To Albert Gunthorpe Taylor, one pair of Silvor Sugar-tongs.
To Sophia Charlotto Taylor, ono silver Papbotc with spoon, ono small silver creem-Jug,

ono half-doson toa-epoons and coral, - ) J
To ny daughter, Elixabeth Sophia Denison, ono Silvor Porringer, one silvor Marrow-
spoon.
Signod: Sophia Taylor. Thomas T. Gauvin, and J.S. Hossack, witnesses.
Noto: The lattor part of the above is an abstract, as tho original is too vofboso.
_ #
With tho doath of Sophia Taylor Denison cano to a closo the ora of the first
generation of Denisono in York, later Toronto, mnny of ny documents have dealt with
tho raistoko in Captain John Denison's will, and his son, George's insatiable desire to

grab cvorytMng, Goorgo Denison appears in a rathor bad light. On tho contrary he was
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a fino sort of person in cvory othor rospoct, nn unforgettable poreonago, a distinguished
soldier, an oxcellont horseman, a good father and a loving husband* Mrs. Jocelyn
Brock of London, England tolls this interesting story about George.

"Ono day, Elizaboth Sophia Denison (lator wife of John Fcnnings Taylor the Elder)
was entertaining a prospective suitor in the drawing-room. The young man seems to havo
bcon very curious to find out Elizabeth Sophia's age. He suggested that they look at the
old family Biblo, and as thoy come upon the fly-leaf with the rocord of her birth, she
admonished him not to look. Howovor, he forcibly took the Biblo from her, and in the
strugglo that ensuod, sho grasped the forbidden pago and tore it from the Holy Book, and
then ran sobbing with it from the room. On discovering what had happoned hor brother,
George, was furious. Ho enterod the drawing-room, picked the young man up by tho scuff
of tho neck and on unmentionable part of tho trousers, and escourted him out into tho
gardon, whoro ho administered a horsewhip mercilessly. This is how Justice was carriod
out in those far-off days. Ho police court proceedings followed."

However, my late father-in-law. Magistrate Jones, in his book, Pioneor Crimes and
Punishmonts, tells of George Donison being hailed into court on ..pril 23, 1817, and on
being dirooted to find surety for his good behaviour, George made use of disrespectful
and abusivo language, and was comittcd to goal until he paid £100 fine. George Denison
was tho type of man, who, if attacked by a wild bull in a field, would promptly spring
upon tho animal's back, and boat tho boast into subjection with a stout club.

Gcorgo Denison was a clever horseman, as clever a horseman in his younger days as
ever mounted a steed, and to the last day of his life a splondld Hhip.

George Donison's first wifo was Esthor Bprdon Lippincott, whom ho married on
Dec. 10, 1806 at hor home in Richmond Hill, Ontario. Tho corcnony was porformsd by the
curato or roctor of St. James'. She was only fifteen yoars old. Thoy obtained their
marriage liconc.o by going to soo Mr. Stanton, tho Issuer of Marriogo Liooncos at York.
Dr. Seadding says his offico was a structure of tho secondary brick period, end that it
was situated on Peter Street. George Donison and Esther Borden Lippincott went to seo
Mr. Stanton on Dec. 11, 1806.

Whon tho War of 1012-14 broke out, having only sixty mon to do the work, Gcorgo
Donison cut Dundas* Street through the forest from Garrison Common to Lombton M ills,
enabling communication betwcon these two points to be maintained throughout the war.

His father, John Denison, was Captain of tho 3rd York M ilitia at tho time. George
and his brothers were privates. Thomas John Denison and Charles Denison, his brothers,
were present at tho famous B attle of Queonston Heights. The former aimed tho gun from
tho battery that sank at midstream a frigato loaded with Americans, drowning them to
a nan; the latter got a ball through hie hat, while picking off the sharp-shooter who
killed General Brock. Charlos bocemo on ensign in the 3rd York as of Doc. 25, 1812,
having beon a privato in Caraoroij's Company. Thomas John Denison becarao a supernumerary
ensign in tho 3rd York, Apr. 8, 1813, having been a private in Howard's Company. Gcorgo,
on the samo date, becamo a supernumerary onsign, having boon a sergoant in his father's
Company, and having Joinod Ridout's Company Oot. 16, 1812.

George Donison was Bent from York to Army Headquarters at the Hiagnra Prontior with
a largo sum of money (about $40,000.) in his saddlo-bags <« This was to bo used as anqy
pay. As ho approached tho town of St. David's, he mot a dragoon ; * galloping at
full speed towards him. The dragoon asked if ho was tho ono with tho large sum of oonoy.
At first he was inolined to deny it, but ho was told that tho onoray had oapturod St.
David's, and was ooming his way, and that he must return at onco. Two ooro drago6ns crfcte
in sight, chased by a party of enemy cavalry. George turnod his horse's tail to tho
enemy and fled. This is tho only record of a Denison running away from the foe, and oven
at that it was to save $40,000. of His M ajesty's army pay.

On April 27, 1813, nn onomy fleet anchored off Toronto. Fourteen U.S. ships rode
the wavos near tho Humber* and more than 1600 Amoricon troops invadod. On this fatoful day
George Donison was sent with a party of men to burn tho shipping in the harbour to prevent
it from falling into onomy hands. While ho was hoatodly arguing with a naval officer who
was refusing to have tho torch applied to his ship, thoy were all taken prisoner. The
rest of George's family were also taken prisoner, and remained prisoners for six months.
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Here aro a number of oxcmplos taken at random from Sophia Denison's memorandum
hook* Tho writing Is a true copy of hors,” a9 nearly exact a facsimile os | can mako

it with a spike on a stencil. The watermark on tho paper of hor memorandum book is
"1 AHKAVDALE*
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THE EENISOHS WZHE CHUHCH HJILXERS

Bosidos building for thcnsolvos very fine old homostoads, the Denisons wero also
ohufch builders. Heedless to soy, all the churches were of tho Anglican Faith, and
there is no rocord of a Denison confessing any other religion.

In tho early days of theso records, the need for churches was rory great. In 1801,
thcro was no church and no clergyman, as rcletod carl.or. The Denisons observed divine
sorvioo in tho home, and two family Bibles oxist frer which they road aloud, each
taking a turn at reading. In 1857, the Denisons biilf The Denison Church, or as they
callod it, St. George’s Chapel, Dovorcourt. It was a pretty littlo ecclesiastical
struoturo which stood on the north side of Churchill Avenue opposite tho broad
handsome thoroughfare, Lakoview Avenue. St. George’s Chapel was built on tho grounds
of Old Dovorcourt, slightly to the oast of it. It was really a country church with no
parish or ecclesiastical district assigned t6 it. It was erected by tho Denisons with
a view to providing a family place of worship, and at the-sane time ample accomodation
for such strangers or visitors who cared to attend. Fifty people could be comfortably
seated within its walls, and more than that number by rccourso to chairs. Thero was a
small chancol seating twelve, a eoersanion tablo, and a reading-desk. For many years
aftor it was built, tho only othor Anglican place of worship within some miles was tho
chapel of Old Trinity College, which was only open to visitors on 3unday mornings. In
1857, tho only other structures in that entire, now thickly-pojwlatod district woro
Dovorcourt, St. George’s Chapol, one or two snail houses and a brick-fronted cottage,
(jameswood Cottage). With tho building of 8t. Anne's Church the need for 3t. George's
Chapel no longer oxlsted, and it was pulled down in 1891.

Out 6t 3t. George's Chapol evolved 3t. Anno's Church, which was built in 1862,
Colonol Bichard Lippincott Denison being tho first lay representative to tho Synod of
tho Dloccso in Juno of 1863. Ho was churchwarden of 3t. Anne's from 1863 to 1878.
Othors of tho family holding the samo offico wore John Coorgo Denison, Col. Claronco
Donison* General Septimus Denison, Charles Lcslio Donison, and Alfrod Wrigit whoso
wife was a Donison.

Ih 1857, Colonel Robert Brittain Denison orcctcd entirely at his own cost the
Chnrch of 3t. Stephen, which stands on Collogo Street at Bellovue Avenuo, and is'famous
as Toronto's first church to pioneer in Radio Broadcasting of its Services, a practice
which oontinuoe to this day duo to the outstanding ability of tho Rev. Canon J.E. Ward,
its Roctor. In 1865, the entire edifice was destroyed by firo, but it was rebuilt to
the original design. Inside nay bo seen a memorial to the memory of Colonel Robert
B rittain Denison.

Among tho promoters of tho Inilding of St. Fhillip's Church, Spadina Avonuo was
Col. R.B. Denison, who is also recorded to have donated £12:10*0 OIld Halifax Currency
towards the tuilding of St. Mark's Church, Toronto Junction.

Arthur Richard Denison was the architoct of St. Andrew's Church, Toronto Island.

Tho family have always been connected with St. George's Church, John Stroet and
probably assisted in its billding.— Col. R.B. Donison was a churchwarden thoro tho somo
year that he built St. Stephen's.

The latest odifico resembling a church bxilt by the family is tho Mortuary Chapel

erectod at St. John's Cemotory on the Bunber in 1930 to tho memory of Colonol George
Taylor Denison the Socond of Rusholao by his descendants.

9
TMb volumo is tho sooond of a series, and will likely be followod by a

third volume, if thcro aro sufficient members of tho family desiring mo to

to continuo to givo then a copy of moro of the records which | havo collected*

Richard Lonton Denison, 191 Dcwlish Avonuo,
Toronto, 12, Ontario.
Canada.
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