
T he C anadian P ioneer D enison Family
. of .

C ounty York, England 
. and .

C ounty York, O ntario

---------A ---------

H IST O R Y  - G EN EA LO G Y

a n d

B IO G R A PH Y

(C opyright)

R IC H A R D  LO N T O N  D EN ISO N

191 D av lish  A venue 
T oronto  12. C anada



W L S im u * . m n ra  v u u b b b l s l  k m m
Early Origins

26

Tho namoB Donison and Taylor occur froquontly in this rooord, both separately 
and in the combinations Taylor-Lc.nlson and Dv.nison-Taylor. Both names aro Norman In 
origin, and dorivo their "beginnings In England from oonquorors in the train  of the 
groat William, Duke of Normandy, who conquered England in the year 1066, Donioon 
proooods from a mythioal Comto do'Nioon, and Taylor from Baron Taillofor, "both of 
whom were soldior-ooramandoro undor William. I t  oan he readily Been, thoroforo, that 
there is l i t t lo  connection between the nemo Denison and Dionysius, tho Grook god of 
wine, or St, Denis the natron saint of Franco. Tho name Taillcfcr moant ‘'3taturc of 
Iron'*. Tho Saxon poet V/ode wroto a poem about Baron Taillcfcr.

I The name Denison v,ao known to Yorkshire, England, from Norman timeo, but
j Parish rogiBtoro are lacking prior to the middle of the seaentoenth oontury, at which
i time, the name Denison appears in the Parish Register of Leeds, and thoro was a

largo family of the name in and about tho oity of Leeds, oallod Denison of Great 
I] Woodhousc, from which family wo aro undoubtedly sprung.
J Four miles from Leeds, in a l i t t le  town oallcd Castloford, begins the earliest
| recorded history of our particular Denisons which I hnvo thus far boon able to 
I uncovor,
I Francis and t'c.ry Denison were married, and, about tho yoar 1706, in tho'
J reign of Her Host Gracious Majesty, Queen ijuio, they settled in Castloford, and bought 

a farm at Houghton in tho suburbs of that town.‘The prosent ohuroh at Castloford, tho
I Churoh of ..11 Saints, was built in 1866, on the. site  of nn carlior ohuroh of tho same
I nano, foundod in tho 13th century.
S Tho prooont ohuroh has an anoiont Parish Register, labollod, " L  Register Booko

of .'.11 Births, Burlalls and Marriages within this Parish of Castloford, bogun tho 
I 29th of September, 1653.” .
j In this roglstor aro rcoordcd the baptisms of a ll tho ohildrcn of Franoiu and

Mary Denison. Tho registor is written in Latin and Francis Denison is described as 
| Fronciscus Denison do Houghton, the roferenoe being to Houghton, half a milo duo 
I south from Castloford, and presently known as Glass Houghton.

Their ohildrcn mentioned in the roglstor art ao follows:
1. iJina (.jinc) baptised Juno H, 1707.

1 2. Guiliclmus (William) baptised Oot. 5, 1708*.
i 3. Franoisous (Francis) baptised Jan. 25, 1711,

4. Maria (’Tory) brptised Mar. 3, 1713, buried liar. 13, 1713.
5. Joannes (John) baptisod Tar. 3, 1713. ’
6. Georgius_(George) baptised Juno 24, 1716.
7. David, baptisod Deo. 13, 1719.

I Their father, Francis Denison of Houghton, was oviucntly an influential man of 
I considorablo importanoo, and prpbably fairly woll cduoatod, for a noto In the Parish 
I Register in tho column that gives the ohurohwardcns every year gives tho following 
|  for tho yoar 1709 : "Robertuu Webstar ot Prancinouu Denison, Eoolcoiao Guardiani ot 
J Suporvisoros Pauporum‘‘, that is to say "Robort Webstor and Francis Denison Church- 

. I wardons and Ovorsccro of the Poor” . • »
|  Of tho above ohildrcn of Franois Denison, I havo u rooord or John (Joannes)
I for whioh I am indobtod to Mrs. Jooclyn Brock of England. The rooord is  a short
I printod one of unknown authorship. In 1090 i t  was moiled to Mrs. Brook’s father,
I Ldmiral John Denison, addressed o/o The .'.dmiralty Postmaster, Singapore#
I Tho author says ho-j is a grandson of the above John Denison, and that ho
|  bolongs to whut ho oallo the Kooryart-Denison Branch of tho Family. Mooryurt appears 
I to bo a place name, possibly somcwhfcro in tho CAst like India or Singaporo. John,
I from tradition in his branch of the family, eloped with a Kiss Koagar, or Hagar, or 
I Mgar, of Guildford, £>urroy,and settled at Pontefract, Yorkshire, having issue i 1.
I Stanhopo, born 1753, 2. Ltinckoh, born 1754, 3. Frederick, born 1755, 4 .Diana, born
I 1758, and 6. 1 'arrr.dukc. Of theso, Proderich, the writer's fathor, was born at Hedon,
I Yorkshire. In tho old churchyard at Hedon is a fla t stone monument, built on a briok 
I foundation, and very dilapidated. The inscription on i t  reads: '‘Frederick Denison,



died Sept, 1844, and Ann, his wifo, died Jan. 1842, aged 89 and 83 respootivoly.Tho 
Pontofract Register also gives that Marnaduko Denison narriod 1779 Elisabeth Nunns, 
in tho presence of John Denison and Ann Rymor, and that John Denison in 1772 married 
Elisabeth Cawood. Of this second carriage to Elisabeth Cawood, John Denison had a son 
John, described as of Pontefraot, who carried there in 1805 Mary Wobstor, also of 
Pontofract. Tho above 'E li sabot h Cawood Denison was murdered in 1804 by an unknown 
assailant,

Tho rocord continues * "My father, Willian Denison, was brought up from his youth 
by his f irs t  cousin, Dr. Thomas Denison of Torrington Square, London, in whose house 
ho lived. My father was Frederick, who was son of John, as above* My father on his 
return from a long residence in  the East, in 1842, was on intimate terms with Dr. 
Denison, un til the doctor's death. Both my uncles, one of whom is now alive, and the 
other who died two or three years ago, personally knew George Denison of Bedon well, 
and wore also aware that their cousin, John Denison,had emigrated to Canada,”

Of the above children of Francis and Mary Denison of Castleford, i t  is  with their 
fourth son, Georgo Denison, that this reoord is  chiefly concerned. Like his father, 
Gcorgo Denison was brought up on the land and his chief Interest was farcing. Ho dealt 
in grain, buying and selling i t  for p ro fit, bo is  described as a comfaotor (graili­
ner chant) and later as a m altster. This calling took him over a wide area of 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire.

One day ho went up the river Trent, and stopped off a t a watering-place called 
Boringhom (now Burringham). Hero ho visited on business the Parkinson Brothors, John, 
William and Robert, possessed of a large acreage of grain, and dealing in the buying 
and selling of farm-lands. As i t  turned out, the Parkinson Brothers had something 
besides grain that interested Georgo Denison— their pretty eigfatcen-yoar-old s is te r, 
Mary Parkinson. She was tho youngest of the family, and had boon born posthumously, 
Georgo was th irty-fivo , Mary, eighteen, but they had fallen in love. Georgo askod for 
hor hand in oarriago. Burringham was a small hamlet with no church, Mary was under age,
A marriage-liccnco was a necessity. This was obtained in the City of Lincoln. The 
original is now on file  in the Cathodral Library, Lincoln. I t  is to bo found in 
Marriage-Bonds, 1752, No. 4, and roadsi "George Denison, bachelor and comfaotor of 
Castleford, Yorkshire, and Mary Parkinson, spins te r , Boringhan, to be married a t Wrawby- 
Brigg Chapel, May 14, 1752” . George and Mary were married in tho chapel of S t. Mary's 
Church, Wrawty, The regiator says ^tay 14, 1752, by licence” . Wrawby is  l j  miles 
northwest of Brigg. I t  is  bu ilt on on cmincnco, St. Mary's Church was rebuilt after a 
debased stylo in 1800, but retains i ts  English tower, and aono tronos of tho old fabrio, 
such as a squint from tho north aisle  to the chancol, and a table-tomb to tho Tyrwhlt 
family in the chancol.

After marriage, Goorgo and Mary Denison sottled at Hcdon, Yorkshire, upon a farm 
called "Stockholm1*, ? of a milo south of the town and Just off tho rood to Thorngumbald.
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Mary Parkinson's baptism appears in tho Parish Rogistor at Bolton, Ialo of Axholae, 
just across the river Trent from Burringham. In Latin i t  reads: 1733, Baptisat 
Maria, F ilia  Roborti et Elizabethao Parkinson, 27to Junii. Other entries appear as 
follows: 1733, Scpultus, Robcrtus Parkinson, Feb. 28to (Mary's father. Ho died in 
February; oho was bom in Juno). 1747, Sepulta, Hannah, f i l i a  Elizabothae Parkinson,
Julr 30th; 1747, Sepulta, Elitabotha. f i l i a  Eliaibcthae Tarkinson, Oct. 2nd. —Nov.1688, 
marriage of Robort Parkinson end Ursula Pyrork. Jan. 1689, baptisat Robcrtus, f iliu s  
Roberti et Ursulae Parkinson; Dec. 1692, baptisat Anna; Apr. 1688, baptisat Maria, f i l i a  
Joannis et Elizabothao Parkinson; Apr. 1688, sepulta, Elizabotha, ux /joann is . (She died 
in ohildbirth.) The following childron of Robert and Elizabeth Parkinson —Elizabeth, 
bopt. Juno 28, 1718, bur. July 1, 1718; Robert, bap. Jan. 29, 1719; John, bap. Jan. 6, 
17211 William, bap. Apr. 18, 1724;Hanna, bap. Apr. 15, 1726, bur. July 30, 1747; Robert, 

p. Oct. 29, 1728; Elizabeth, bap. Jan. 6, 1730, bur. Oct. 2, 1747; Mary (our Mary) 
p. June 27, 1733. Noting the nutober of burials occurring in 1747, i t  would soon that 

n that year thcro had been an outbroak of some disease--- perhaps dread smallpox.



From Pcdigroo o f R ythor o f B o lto n , I a lo  o f  Axholmo, pago 841, V o l. 52, o f tho 
H arloian S o c ie ty  P u b l ic a t io n s ,  wo f in d  th a t  I 'a ry  P avk inson’ a f a th e r  m a rr ie d  Kov.16, 
16^6 llory R y th e r. She d iod  and he th e n  m arried  M ary’ s m othor. The Bythoro were an 
im portant fam ily  in  B e lto n . T h o ir ed a t-o f-a rm s i s  d e sc r ib e d ' : A suro , th r e e  c re s c e n ts  
o r .  Bov. Mb. W hite, V ica r o f  Barringham , ac y s i "A f r ie n d  o f  n in e  has an o ld  nap 
showing th e  P ark inson  farm s on i t .  The P ark in so n s d e a l t  f r e e ly  in  th e  buy ing  and 
s e l l in g  o f  farm s.

28.

The Founding o f  tho  Canadian Bran ch o f  th e  Denison Fam ily

C ap tain  John D enison , founder o f  th o  Denison fam ily  o f  p io n e e r  T o ro n to , o r York 
as i t  was o r ig in a l ly  o a l le d ,  f i r s t  saw th e  l i g h t  o f  day in  th e  l i t t l e  town o f  Hedon, 
Y orksh ire , to  which p la c e  h ie  p a ro n ts ,  George and i 'a ry  P ark in so n  D enison .had  ro c c n t ly  
moved. Hedon l i e s  midway betw een . V /ithcrnsca on th e  . E n & l i r t f f k  1 and th e  g re a t  
c i ty  o f  H u ll, o r moro c o r r e c t ly  K ln g sto n -u p o n -H u ll. The lan d  a t  Hedon i s  lo w -ly in g  
s l ig h t ly  above s c a - lo v c l ,  s k i r t i n g  th o  n o r th e rn  sh o re  o f  th e  Humber e s tu a ry .  Hedon 
i s  a  ty p ic a l  example o f  an E n g lish  borough o f  1500 in h a b i ta n ts .  I t s  im portance gono, 
duo to  i t s  ju x ta p o s i t io n  to  H u ll , i t ' r e t a i n s  i t s  o ld - fa sh io n e d  squaro  and cobbled  
m a rk e t-p lace . In  th e  c e n tre  o f  th e  town s ta n d s  th e  t a l l  Church o f  S t .  ..u g u s tln e , ono 
o f th e  f i n e s t  p a rio h -ch u rch c s  in  th a t  p a r t  o f  th e  c o u n try . A nother b u i ld in g  o f  
h i s t o r i c a l  n o te  i s  th e  Tow n-H all, b u i l t  i n  1600.

C ap tain  John D enison was bom  Kov. 20, 1755, b a p t is e d  Hov. 27, 1755 a t  S t .  
A ugustine’ s .  H is f a th e r  was p r e s e n t ,  h u t n o t h is  m o ther, a t  th e  ceremony, w hich took  
placo a t  th e  .a u t i f u l  ca rv ed  f o n t ,  an e x c e l le n t  example o f  th e  we; o f  th o  1 4 th  
cen tury  in  c a rv in g . f

The church tow er a t  S t .  .o ig u s tin o ’ s was begun i n  1427* and to o k  te n  y e a rs  to  
com plete. Tho church  i s  o f te n  r e fo r ro d  to  as "The k in g  o f  H o ld e rn ess" , because o f  i t s  
m a jes tic  ap p e a ran c e . I t  i s  c ru c ifo rm  in  sh ap e . I t  c o n s is ts  o f  many f in e  examples o f  
stonework d i s t i n c t i v e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  p e rio d s : o f  E n g lish  h i s to r y  between tfye 1 2 th  and
14th c e n tu r ie s .

Tho town o f  Hedon was founded a f t e r  th e  Korman Conquest by th o  E a r ls  o f  
A lbem arle, as  t h e i r  p o r t f o r  th e  Soignory  o f H o ld crn ess .

John D enison was th o  second o f fo u r  so n s , Tho y o u n g es t, D avid, b a p t is e d  l i a r .  « 
27, 1763, d ie d  in  in fan cy  and  wr.3 b u r ie d  a t  Hedon, I'-ay 1 , 1763. The e l d e s t ,  G eorge, 
we do n o t know much ab o u t, excep t t h a t  he had a  w i l l ,  th a t  he n ev e r m a rr ie d , and th a t  
ho liv e d  a t  I c k lo s ,  n ea r Rotherhum, Y o rk sh ire . Ho l o f t  a l l  h i s  money to  h is  m other, 
but i t  was n o t enough to  tak o  ca re  o f  h e r .  He was b a p tiso d  a t  Hedon, June 1 7 , 1753«
Ho d ied  a t  Rotherham, where th e re  i s  a  t a b l e t  in  tho Church o f  A ll S a in ts  to  h is  
memory,HIn  memory o f George Donison, l a t e  o f  I c k lc s ,  who d ie d  Juno 3 , 1810, aged 5 6 " . 
Ho was b u r ie d  in  th e  n o r th  chapel o f  A ll 3 a in ts ,o n d  h i s  m em orial, 1s new co v ered  up 
by an organ and cannot be so c n . In  th o  D i s t r i c t  P ro b a te  R e g is try  o f  th o  C ity  o f  York 
i s  f i l e d  Goorgo D enison’ s w i l l ,  which read s  as  fo llow s*

E a s t W ill and T estam ent o f  George D enison, Jun i o r .

This i 8 th o  l a s t  W ill and T estam ent o f  me, Goorgo D enison, o f  th e  Township o f 
B rinsw orth in  th o  P a r is h  o f  Rotherham i n  th o  County o f  Y ork, G entlem an. I  g iv e  and 
bequeath  a l l  my o s ta to s  and o f f c c ts  w hatsoever and w hcrcsocvor u n to  John  Anton o f 
Lsnghton-on-lc-V .orthcn in  th o  County o f  Y ork, Farm or, Upon T ru s t to  c o l l e o t  in  and 
p laco  ou t a t  i n t e r e s t  upon govenm ent o r  r e a l  s e c u r i t i e s  and to  pay and app ly  th e  
d iv id en d s , in t e r e s t  and p r o f i t s  o f  th e  money so to  be p la ced  ou t u n to  my m o ther,
Mary Donison o f H u ll , in  th o  s a id  coun ty  o f  Y ork, Widow, f o r  th o  t e r n  o f  h e r 
n a tu ra l  l i f e ,  and in  caso  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f tho  s a id  money so to  bo p la c e d  ou t as  
a fo re s a id  s h a l l  in  th o  o p in io n  o f  th e  s a id  T ru s te e , h i s  ex ecu to rs  and a d m in is tra to rs  
bo in s u f f ic ie n t  f o r  th e  m ain tenance and su p p o rt o f  my s a id  m o th e r, th en  X d i r e c t  
th a t  he o r  they  s h a l l  pay and ap p ly  such p a r t  o f  th e  p r in c ip a l  money so to  bo p la c e d  
out a t  i n t e r e s t  as a fo r e s a id  in  and tow ards making up  th e  d i f f ic J c n c y  th c ro o f  a t  
such tim es and from tim e to  tim e and in  such manner as  to  h in ,  pc* s a id  T ru s te e ,  h is  
e x e e tto rs  o r a d m in is t r a to r s ,  s h a l l  deem n cco ssn ry , and from  and a f t e r  th e  decease o f 
my s a id  m other, I  g ivo  n rd  bo«picath a l l  my e s t a t e  and e f f e c t s  th en  rem ain ing  
unapp lied  and und isposed  o f ,  b o th  p r in c ip a l  and i n t e r e s t  u n to  l i l l l o n  H a l l ,  son o f



Abovo la tho P arish  Chur oh of 3 t .  Mary, Wrawby, L incolnshire, England, whoro
%

Qoorgo and Mary Donison wore marriod May Id , 1752. Towor oiroa 1150, Nave, 

oiroa 1260, Battlomonts and Pinnaclos, oirca 1350, North A islo, oiroa 1350. 

This i t  from a photo Bont mo by Rov. C.E. C urtis , Vioar of Wrawby.

\#i ' Lftor marriago hero, Gcorgo and ttary Denison took up rosidonco a t Hodon,
i * • • *

Yorkshire, whoro thoy occupied a farm, oallod "Stockholm0 £ milo south of

Hodon, off tho road to  Thorngumbald. Tho placo s t i l l  stands, hut is  sadly
• ,

dilapidated. This information about "Stockholm" I obtained from Gilbort
i

X. Jackson, tho Economist, in  a lo t to r ,  Oct. 22, 1951.

• t»



.1 29
John Hall, Into of Eoclcs in tho County of York, Esquire, deceased, to and for his own 
absoluto use and benefit and disposal, the principal to bo paid him on his attaining 
tho age of twenty-one yours, and the interest theroof to be paid into tho hands of his 
mothor, Margaret Hall, in tho meantimo, to bo by hor paid and applied and disposod of 
in such manner for hie benefit and use as to her shall bo thought most advisable,Lnd 
I horoby nominate, oonstituto and appoint the said John „.nton and Samuel Hall of 
Hulton Hang, near Kidlam in tho County of York, Farmor, joint executors of this my last 
will and Testament,"and I horoby revoke and make void a ll and every former and other 
Wills or Will made by me at any time heretofore, and do doolaro this to bo icy last 
Will and Testament.

In witness whereof, I have subscribed my nomo, this 20th day of Hay 1810.

George Denison.

Signed, dcclarod by tho Testator to bo his last Will and Testamont in tho presenoo 
of us, who in his proscnco and in tho presenoo of- each other subsoribo our nemos os 
Mtnosaos. ^nn Hall. J.R.Thurgar, Proved 26th October, 1810.

9Thomas Donison, Captain John Denison’s younger brother, was baptised at Hedon,
Juno'9, 1757. He bccamo on army surgeon and physician. I t  was this Dr. Thomas Donison 
who was John Denison's companion all through his school days, and their brotherly love 
for each other remained until the last day of thoir lives. Of their education I can 
find l i t t lo , except that I conjocturo that they wero better educated than the averago, 
being, as they wore the sons of a successful, i f  not opulant, merchant. Tho military 
spirit was strong in them and at tho early ago of .twenty or so they joined the Second 
v/cat-Yorkshiro M ilitia as officers. In the M ilitia List publishod by tho War Office In 
London in 1780. John J)enison appears as an Ensign as of June 25, 1779, and his brother, 
Thomaŝ  appears as Ensign, commission dated .\ug. 25, 1779. IxTTSis year John was 24, 
his brother 22; IrTthc Lllft o f '1782, John appears as lieutenant, commission dated Apr.
25, 1781, Thomas remains as onaign. In 1780^ John Denison marched with his regiment to 
Londog to assist in putting down tho*Lord George Gordon Biots. Whether his brother dTST" 
not go to London end therefore- did hot rtccivo a promotion is a nattor of conjocturo. 
Porhaps Thomas Denison's rank of Ensign was on honourary one only, in viow of hie 
’•‘.ting as assistant.to the ~ray 3ur<rcon. In tho medical roglstor of 1783 of tho Bogal 
Society of Kodlolno. London, Thormŝ LonTson isgiven as a member of tho Corporation~of 
3urgconŝ _ and i n  tho appendix, under "Changes of IIddrbslPf~hc is frlvon an being in Hull. 
Although ho is given as an ;.rmy Surgeon, he'docs not appear in the Boll.of i-rmy ' ' 
Medical Scrvico. In the War Office. Re cords of. 1781, both John and Thomas Denison arc 
mcntionc<L-afl-belng o fficers in Captain Wade' s_Compftgy. of the Second West York'HilitTd, 
commanded by Col. Stanhope Harvoy. This muster book (No. 2398). is tho"oldest mustor“of 
this unit to survive among public records.

In. 1782, Dr. Thomas Donison took up his practlco of modinino at his rosidonco 
in Hi shopslano, in  the Parish of~l>t; Mary's Lowgato, Hull, and his parents come thero 
to livo with him, for when his fathor diod and was burJ.od at HcdoiiT~Fdb.21. 1796. ago£ 
81, and when his mother was-^buried at Kedon Fob. 19. 1815. aged both ontrics In tho 
‘Parish Roglstor at^cdon say "FronTHuIl". Subsequent to 1793, and prior to 1798, Dr. 
Thomas Denison moved to"~London, where ho lived at the corner of Tottonhem Court Road and 
Stone Street._Ho practised medicine for upwards of fifty  years in London, la ter moving 
to 8 Tavistock Square, London, whoro ho died on .'.pril 7, 1842, and was burled in a 
vault in tho burial-ground of St. Gilos-in-tho-Fiolds, leaving the greater part of his 
indopondont fortune to Rev. John Dixon Hales, a clergyman, rector of St. John's Church, 
Richmond, Surrey, a nephew of his second or third wife, Margaret Males, and loaving 
only £500 each to his own nephowo and niece in Canada, the children of his brother,
John, His brothor, John had borrowed *.270 from him which had nover boon repaid, and 
sister-in-law, Sophia Donison, had unfortunately informed him that his nojhcws had been ! 
having some disagreement as to tho apportionment of an ostato, as appoars in a le tto r 
written by Sophia Denison to him, dated May 15, 1826, given later heroin. Dr. Thomas 
Denison's will is filed in Court of Chancery Records, at tho Principal Probato Registry, 
Somorsot Houso, London (Folio 247 P.G.C. 1842). The wording is as follows i



W ill oi' D r. Thomas Donison, Surgeon, o f  London
30

'In  tho  none o f  God.ijncu, 1 , Thoruao Dcnleon o f No. 0 , T av is to ck  U n c o , In to  o f 
Tottonhaa Court Road, Surgeon, do molto and doolaro  t h i s  my l a s t  w i l l  and to s ta o o n t in  
mannor fo llow ing , th a t  i»  to  sa y , I  ordor th a t  n i l  my Ju s t d o b ta , fu n o ra l cxpcncca and 
chnrgos of p rov ing  th i6  ray w i l l  ho f u l ly  p a id  and s n t i s f lo d  and a f to r  paymont th o rc o f ,
I give and bequoath to  t t o  th ro o  sons o f  l*r. Lewia H ensley , Surge oil, and H a rr io t in n  
Hale • ,  h i a w ife , docoascd, to  thou  J o in t ly  ar.d to  th e  su rv iv o rs  or su rv iv o r  o f  them when 
tho youngest s h a l l  a r r iv o  a t  th o  ago of tw onty-ono y e a rs ,  tho  sum o f Ono thousand ponnds 
in 3 p. c e n t.c o n so l9 w ith  a l l  th e  accum ulation  o f d iv idends a r i s in g  a f t e r  a y  dea th  
u n t i l l  the youngest su rv iv in g  c h i ld  s h a l l  a r r iv o  a t  th e  age o f  twonty-ono years In  
equal shares end p ro p o r tio n s , and in  caso  none o f  th e  th ro e  c h ild ro n  s h a l l  l iv e  to  tho  
ago of twenty-one y e a rs ,  th en  and in  such caso , tho  wholo s h a l l  hocomo tho  p ro p e r ty  o f 
th e ir  u n d o , th e  Hevd. John Dixon H oles, th e  M in is te r  o f 3 t .  Jo h n 's  Church, Richmond, 
Surrey, fo r  h is  own use and b e n e f i t ,  and I  ap p o in t th e  s a id  Rovd. John Dixon H ale s , th e  
sole tru s te e  as f a r  ao reg a rd s  th o  above b eq u est o f  Ono thousand pounds 3 p . c t .  conso ls 
ao bequeathed, I  g iv e  and bequeath  to  my nophew, George T aylor D enison, tho  o ld e s t  son 
o f my b ro th e r,Jo h n  Deniaon, deceased , o f T oron to , Upper Canada, a  p rom issory  n o to , 
valuo £270,dated London, O c t, 2 ,1819 , w ith  a l l  tho  in te r c u t  th a t  may become out th e re o n , 
the noto being  g iven  to  me fo r  money lo n t to  tho  s a id  John Donison, my B ro th o r, my sa id  
Brothor having charged by h is  w i l l  a l l  h i s  po rsonal p ro p e r ty  w ith  tho  payment o f  h ie  
dobts and a lso  d o ta ilo d  g re a t p a r t  o f h is  e s ta te s  on th e  s a id  Qtorgo T aylor Don*son and 
his h e i r3 . I a lso  givo and bequeath  to  my nophew.Thomas John D enison, th o  se co n d 'sc r  
my sa id  b ro th o r , John Denison o f  T oron to , Upper Canada, tho sum o f f iv e  hundrod pounds 
s to r lin g , c lo a r  of legacy  duty* to  bo p a id  w ith in  twolvo months o f my decease and  in  
case the s a i l  Thomas John Donisen should  d io  befo ro  me, tho  T o e ta to r , th e  abovo f iv e  
hundrod pounds s t o r l i n g  to  bo p a id  to  h is  e ld e s t  c h ild ', bo i t  malo o r fem ale, when i t  
a rriv es  a t  tho ago o f  tw onty-ono ycc.rs^with a l l  d iv idends and .p ro f i ts  a r i s i n g  tho refrom . 
clear of legacy  d u ty . I  g ive and bequeath  to  my n ic c o , E liz a b e th  S o p h ia ,th o  daugh ter o f 
tho sa id  John Denison and th e  w ife o f  John T aylor o f  T oron to , Upper C anada,tho  pum o f 
f iv e  hundrod pounds s t e r l i n g  f e r  h e r  own uso and b o n e f i t ,  ho r r c o o ip t 't o  bo tho  only 
discharge to  my oxocu tors f o r  tho  .payment th e re o f  and i f  she s h a l l  n o t bo a l iv o  a t  my 
doccaso tho s a id  f iv o  hundred pounds to  be f o r  tho  u se  and b e n e f i t  o f  ho r o ld e s t  c h i ld ,  
male or fo n a lc , when i t  sh a ll a r r iv e  a t  th e  ogo of twonty-ono y e a rs , b u t in  caso she dio  

without c h ild re n  th e  3aid  f iv o  hundred poand3 to  bo p a id  to  tho  socond c h i ld  o f  my nophew 
Geor.c T aylor D enison, male or fem ale , when ho or she s h a l l  a r r iv o  a t  th e  ago o f  tw onty- 
ono years w ith  a l l  th e  d iv idends a r i s in g  the re from  to  be p a id  c lo a r  o f  logacy  d u ty . I 
give and bequeath  to  my se rv en t-m a id , E liz a b e th  W righ t, the sum o f  n in o to cn  pounds, 
ninotccn s h i l l in g s  and s ix p en ce . I  a lso  g ive and bequeath  to  my se rv an t-m a id , S arah  
Condall,the sum o f t h i r t y  pounds c lc .-r  o f leg acy  duty  to  be p a id  w ith in  th r e e  months of 
my decease. I hereby  c o n s t i tu te  and ap p o in t my nephew, Tho Hevd, John Dixon H alo s , my 
sole executor and R esiduary  L egatee to  my p ro p o rty  o f  w hatevor k in d  u nd isposed  o f  by 
th is w ill  or any C o d ic il annexed th e re to  datod  t h i s  s ix th  day o f J u ly ,  1840.

Thomas Dcni9on (Legal S ea l)
Signed, s e a le d , p u b lish ed  and dcc laro d  by th e  s a id  Thomas Denison as and fo r  h is  

la s t W ill and Testam ent in  th e  p resence  o f  u s ,  who in  h is  p resence  and in  th e  p resence 
of each o th o r a t  h is  ro q u est havo sub scrib ed  our nemos as w itn e sse s  th e r e to .

Y /illiam  W allo r. 1 .1 .  H arben, 12 Clements In n , Gcntlemon.
Y/horcas by my l a s t  W ill and T estam ent, I  have g iven to  my o ld e s t  nephew, George 

Taylor D enison, o f T oron to , Uppor Canada, a  c e r t a in  prom issory  n o to , v a lu e  £270, dated- 
London, Dec. 2,1819 w ith  th e  in to r c e t  thoroon under th e  nemo o f ray la to  B ro th o r, John 
Denison; la te  of Toronto a f o r e s a id ,  doooaocd, Now in  a d d i t io n  to  th e  s a id  b e q u e s t, I  
give and bequeath  to  my nophew th e  sum o f  f iv o  hundred pounds s t e r l i n g  money o f G reat 
3 r i ta in , C urrent in  England to  be p a id  him o r h is  c o r to in  a t to rn e y  tw elve months a f t e r  
my dccouso. I  a lso  bequeath  to  ray so rv an t, SarahC ondall, th o  sum o f tw elve pounds over 
and above th e  sue of t h i r t y  pounds bequeathed to  h e r  in  my s a id  w i l l  :md d e s ire  t h i s  
fu rth e r suj« a ls o  to  be- p a id  c l e a r  o f legacy  d u ty . I f u r th e r  d e s i r e  t h i s  to  be tak en  as 
a co d ic il to  uy l a s t  w i l l  oi;d te s tam en t b o a rip g  da to  th e  s ix th  day o f J u ly ,  One thousand 
eight hundrod and f o r ty ,  da ted  th lc  . tw e n ty -fo u rth  day o f Doccmbor, 1840.

Thomnu Denison . (Lo^al s e a l)



Signed, joulod, pa aliened and declared as & codicil to my lost will and testament in 
tho proaonco of Richard Hadley, 10 Uarchaont S t., Russell Squaro, Hairdresser, o tc .,~
Vta Vallcr, No. 1?., Clement's Inn, Gcntn.

In tho goods of Thanes Denison, decoasod,
Appeared personally, Richard Hadley of Karefcsont S t., in the County of Middlesex and 
iwido oath that he is one of the subscribed witnesses to th6 Codicil to tho last will and 
toataaont of Thomas Denison, la te  of Tavistock Place, Tavistock Square, in the said 
County of Middlesex, Deceased, the said codicil bearing date of tho twenty-fourth day of 
December in the year One thousand eight hundred and forty, now hereunto annexed, tho 
deponent further made oath that the said Testator on the twenty-fourth day of Dcccmbor 
aforesaid duly executed the said codicil by sigping his name at the foot thereof in the 
prcscnco of this Deponent and of William Waller the other subscribed witness thcroto, 
both of whoe> were prebent at tho same tieo and thereupon this Deponent and tho said Wm. 
Waller attested and subscribed tho said codicil in tho prosenco of tho sidd'Testator 
and of oach other— -Richard Hadley-—On the eighteenth day of April 1842 the said Qichart 
Hadley was duly sworn to tho truth of this Affidavit, Beforo Mo, A. ? . Eayford.Sur.—
Pt. Edward P.Jcnncr, Nopy Pub.

Proved at London with the codicil the 23rd April 1842 before the worshipful 
Eorbort Jonner, Doctor of Lows and Surrogate by the Oath of Rovd. John Dixon Halos .Clerk, 
the nephew, tho sole Executor, to when administration was granted having been f irs t  
sworn duly to administer.

4  ‘  \
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Noto. 3 per cant, consols—  a contraction of "consolidated annuities", a government 
security of Great Britain* In 1751, a large part of the public debt, nine separato loans 
boing in the fora of annuities was consolidated in a 3 per cent, bond or stock, called 
3 por cent. consol3.—Funk and Wngpall»a Dicticnr.ry.

In 1782, John Denison moved to the TT.rish of 3t. Mary-nt-tho-Elms, Ipswich, 
Suffolk, whoro he again took up the business of corn-merchant and maltstor, which ho had 
learned of his father. (In a document, D 1, Ho. 3, 1792, Public Archives of Canada, ho is 
described as a Faraor raid Merchant Killer of the County of Suffolk id England.)

In 1782, he erne to know a family of Taylor of Dcvcrcourt and Harwich in Essex, 
just across tho river, 3tour, fren Ipswich, where he lived. Arthur Taylor was an 
Influential man in the vicinity and owned large estatos around Dovercourt, his family 
3tat. Arthur Taylor had married Hannah Harwood, daughter of John and Mary Harwood of 
Harwich at the Parish Church of S i. Hicholas, Harwich. Doc. 18, 1751, and had a family 
of nino children, many cf whom died in infancy. Hiss Flossie Taylor of Madison Avenue, 
Toronto, has an original sampler na.de by Hannah Harwood, and nnrkod in stitchcry
"Hannah Harwood, 17 4 2 ''. I t  is possible that Hannah Harwood's father, John Harwood, was 
tho Captain John Harwood, coanandor of the Salamander and 7crnon privateers, who died 
of smallpox in 1746 as recorded in tho Gentleman's Kagazino, Yol. 16, pago 273. Mrs. 
Jooolyn Brock of Troy Court, London, scys that her brother, John Denison, a borristor of 
Lincoln's Inn, London, has a si Ivor tankard that once belonged to John end Kory Harwood 
and which bears thoir in itia ls , ( i t  is the silver tankard which is mentioned in Sophia 

Denison's will, givon later horein.)
Of this family of Taylor, I know of only two that survived to maturity, namely: 

Ccorgo, baptised July 2, 1762, married Catharine, youngest daugfator of Captain Framings 
of the Royal Havy (privateersman) and they hod issue, two childron, Maria, second wife 
of Colonol George Taylor Denison, her cousin, * and John Framings Taylor, the older.
Clerk of tho 3cnato of Canada, and Sophia, tho youngest of this family nod the socond 
child to survivo and be our ancostrcss. 3ho was born Oct. 13, 1765, and was baptised 
Hov. 20th following a.t the Parish Church of St. Hicholas,Harwich.

In 1781, John Denison, a ycung nan of 26, net Sophia Taylor, then only 16. As 
sho was underage to got narried, they had to have the consent of her father, which was 
evidently obtained as he signed as ono of the witnesses at tho wedding. The ontry in the 
Church Register r.t St. Nicholas', Harwich, reads as follows:

"John Denison of the Parish of St. Mary Elms, Ipswich, in tho County of Suffolk, 
Bachelor, and Sophia Taylor, of Ye the Perish of St. Nicholas, Harwich, a minor, were 
serried in the Chapel by Licence, by and with the consent of hor Fathor, .this nineteenth



*
dny of December in the year of our Lord cno Thousand, sovon hundred and cigfaty-two by 
mo, John Jones, Vicar-.

This marriage was soleoni zod* botwcon us. John Denison
Sophia Taylor

In tho Presenco of * \ f''
Elisabeth Prvirlio 
L% Taylor +*

It was in this srrno ohuroh that thoir oldest son was baptised. This la tte r entry in 
tho Register roads:"Goorgo Taylor, son of John and Sophia Donisqn, was born Doo» £9,
1783, and ohriatenod March 25th 1784. Rugistorod by no, John Jonos, Vicar."

Other ontries in tho sane Register road as follows t
Arthur Taylor, married Dee. 18,1751 Hannah Harwood, who l̂ as baptised Sept. 13, 

1730, daughtor of John and Kory Harwood. Their children as follows i 
1* John, baptised Sept. Id, 1752, buried JUno 11, 1753.
2. Samuel, baptised Dcc-1, 1753, buried Aug. 2d, 1755.
3. Arthur, baptised Apr. 20, 1755, •
ft. John Harwood, baptised Dec - 1,1756,
5. Samuel, baptised July 16, 1756, buried Aug. 13, 1758.
6.3amucl, baptised Aug. 1C,.1759.
7; George, baptised July 2, 1?62, narriod Catherine Ponnings.

1. Karla, of the Parish of Dovercourt, baptised Sept. 12, 1794, bopn Aug.9, 
1794. Registered ?cb. 28, 1795, by no. tin. Whinficld,Curate. .

2. John Fennings, baptised Sept. 30, 1801, born Jon. 26, 1801, Registered 
Sept. 30, 1801, by no, \ta« Whinfiold, Curate.

8. Charles, baptised June 12, 1764, burled Aug. 8, 1764.
9. Sophia, baptised Nov. 20, 1765.

The registor also gives other interesting information as followsx v
Children of John and Kory Fennings* . ***' .i

« 1 . Elisabeth Ann. baptised Hov. 9, 1760. 2. Scruol Phillips, bap.Pcb. 1 5 ,1 7 6 1 .
3. Prances Goodnan, bap. Nov. 12, 1762. 4. Hannah Turner, bap. Kor.. 4, 1764.
5. Catherine lUiria, bap. Aug. 13, 1766, buried Sept. 20, 1766.
6. Cftthcrino, bap. .jig. 4, 1767.

The na^riago of Gcorgo Taylor and Catherine Ponnings is also given as followsx
George Taylor, Bachelor of th is, tho Parish of S. Nicholas, Harwich, and Catherine 

Fennings, Spinstor, of tho oano parish, were married in this Chapel by Liccnco, the 
23rd day of April, 1786, by nc, John King.

This marriage was solemn!zod between u3. George Taylor
’Catherine Fennings

In tho Presence of John Fennings *
Francos Fennings

There is a memorial in 3t. Nicholas Church, Harwich, to John Phillip Fennings, who died 
in 1920, evidently a descendant cf this family. I tried to got in touch with a lady, who 
had, in the year 1935, le ft her name with the present Vicar, Rev. J.S. Hole, and who 
had said she was interested in this memorial. My le tter was returned "Cannot Trace".
What a pityl
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After their marriago, John and Sophia Taylor Denison resided at Alton Ball Kill 
House, which is in the Parish of Stutton, trat which is nearor Holbrook, and next door 
to the well-known Manor of Alton Hall, Holbrook, Suffolk. Krs. Patricia Cobbold, tho 
present* owner (1942) of Alton Hall, was very helpful to ne in looking up a ll tho 
information available to her, concerning Alton Hall, Alton Hall K ill, and Alton Hall 
Hill House. I t  would appoar that John Denison never owned any of this property, but that 
ho rentod tho mill and mill-house. He and his family livod in tho nill-fcouso, and he 
oporatod tho mill as a ncans of livelihood. The hamlet of Holbrook is  very small, and 
Stutton has to-day a population of only 600 souls. The occupation of tho villagers is 
agricultural, and they probably ecld their grain to John Denison who milled i t  into 
flour, and who undoubtedly turned a portion of i t  into spirituous liquors. Tho mill and 
11-house are to-day in an excellent state of preservation, and the mill is s t i l l  in 

operation every other day of tho week. On the intervening day9, the water in tho n il l-  
stroom is daesaod up to give sufficient water-power to turn the mill the rest of the week



At Harwioh, Sophia T ay lo r had. boon a  s c h o o l-g i r l  f r io n d  o f K iss  E liz a b e th  Bus s o i l ,  
a  young lady of oonsidorab lo  w o alth , E liz a b e th  R u sso ll had an o ld o r b r o th e r ,  P o to r ! 
R ussoll, who was well-known as a m i l i ta r y  n a n . P o to r R u sso ll l t d  sorvod as A s s is ta n t  : 
Soorotary to  S ir  Henry C lin to n  in  th e  American R ev o lu tio n ary  War. R u sso ll was p re so n t | 
a t  tho E xped ition  a g a in s t  Savannah end C h a rlo s to n , 1779-1780. Now he had cone hone w ith  
ths'nows th a t  h is  o ld  coamandor, C o l. John Gravos S incoo , o f  th o  o ld  Queen’ s R angers, 
had chosen him to  bo h is  s e c r e ta ry  on a  new e x p e d itio n — t h i s  t i n e  to  Canada, Tho 
Crown had appo in ted  Sitneoc to  bo th e  F i r s t  Governor of Uppor Canada. P o to r  R u s se ll  
wantod to take h is  s i s t e r ,  E l iz a b e th , to  Canada w ith  him . She d id  n o t l lk o  tho  id ea  
o f m igrating to  th e  w ild  coun try  th i s  was in  thoso  f a r - o f f  d ay s , b u t she f o l t  th a t  
she might foo l b e t t e r  about i t ,  i f  she cou ld  in f lu e n c e  h er good f r io n d ,  Sophia Donlson, 
and fomlly to  como a long  to o .  A fto r many v i s i t s  to  tho  D enison’ s ,  and much ta lk in g ,  
•ho f in a lly  p re v a ile d  upon them th a t  Canada was tho  Land o f  P ro n iso , and thoy  conscnto i 
a lb o it  rc lu c tp .n tly , to  go. The R u sso lls  had to  so t ou t r ig h t  away, b u t th o  Donisons 
promised to  fo llo w .
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I t  was tho yoar 1792. John Denison so ld  a l l  h is  p o sse ss io n s  th a t  ho cou ld  n o t . 
toko w ith him. Ho had an a u c t io n - s a le .  One o f tho  a u c tio n - s a le  h a n d - b i l l s  was k ep t as  | 

?a souvenir by M rs. D enison, and i t  was handed down to  h o r d a u g h te r , E liz a b o th  Sophia j 
Taylor, to  her g ran d Jo u g h to r, M aria T a y lo r , who pu t i t  in  a  Mtin -b o x “ m entioned 
o a r lio r , to  her d escen d an t, Mias F lo s s ie  T ay lo r, Ilad ison  Avo. ,  T oronto , who so ld  i t  
among o ther th in g s  to  Mr. A lexander G a l t ,  who f e l t  i t  was too  v a lu a b le  to  bo d es tro y ed  
ond'Who had tho  fo re s ig h t  to  p laco  i t  in  tho  A lexander G alt C o lle c tio n  in  th e  P u b lio  | 
Arohivoa of .. O n ta r io . From th e r e ,  I  raonagod to  socuro  a  p h o to s ta t  o f  i t .  The 1
sa le  took place on T hursday, June 7 , 1792. The a r t i c l e s  a d v o r tis o d  f o r  s a lo  woro as I
follows! fo u r-p o s t bodstoads w ith  handsome carved  f o o t - p i l l a r s ,  crim son damask, w hito 
dim ity, and chancy h an g in g s, w ith  bedding; t a b le s ,  c h a ir3 , c h e s t o f  d raw ers , p ie r  and 
drossing g la s s e s , mahogany b u reau , W ilton  and Sco.tch c a rp e ts ,  a  2 -fo o t 6 , windup 
ooalrange, p a ten t oven, a  40 g a llo n  copper, w ashing d i t t o ,  swcot b co r c a sk s , j
2 powdering tubs w ith  po rk , and k itc h e n  r e q u i s i t e s .  C atalogues woro to  bo had a t  Tho 
Packot, M anningtroc, an o ld  h o to l  which s t i l l  s ta n d s . The sa lo  was to  b eg in  p ro c is o ly  j 
a t  ten o ’olock on aocount o f  tho  nurabor of l o t s .  Tho h a n d b ills  woro p r in te d  by W. 
Koymor, C o lch o sto r. Tho s a lo  was conductod by barlow  and Bunnell of S tu t to n , and a 
roooipt o x is ts  dated  June 12, 1792, signod  by J ir .  Bunnoll in  favour o f  John Denison fo r  
£11118(11, a lso  in  tho  Aloxnndor G a lt C o lle c tio n .

So tho Donisons took  loavc o f t h e i r  f r ie n d s ,  and Y is ite d  John D enison’ s p a re n ts  
and John Denison’ s b ro th e r ,  D r. Thomas D enison, who were a l l  l iv in g  to g e th e r  in  
Bishopslano S tro o t ,  H u ll, whero D r. Thomas Denison wa3 p r a c t i s in g  m ed icine.

While th o rc . C ap tain  John Denison re c e iv e d  th e  fo llo w in g  l o t t e r  from h is  b ro ther*  
-in -law , George T ay lo r of D overcourt, Harwich, E3sox. The l e t t e r  i s  d a ted  p o v g reo u rt. 
Ju ly  9 , 1792, and add ressed  to  Mr. John D enison, a t  M r. D enison’ s Surgeon* H u.ll, Y orks.
I t  roads as fo llo w s: * ,•  i
Dr. B r. (Dear B ro th e r)  v * i

I  was exceedingly  happy a t  tho  s ig h t  o f your l o t t o r ,  w herein  you in fo rm 'd  no o f your 
aafo a r r iv a l ;  and I  th in k  tho  pasaago m ust have boon vory  p le a sa n t and e x p e d itio u s , as  1 
you'had the Wind F a i r .  (Noto: They wont to  H ull by s e a .)  I havo o n ly 'to  p ray  f o r  as 
f in e  a voyage to  your d e s t in ’d p o r t ,  as you have now .ex p erien ced . P roson t my ro sp o o tfu l 
Compllmont8 to  your g a th e r  and m other and e s p e c ia l ly  your b ro th e r s ,  whom I  havo th e  
p leasure of knowing. (Noto: Tho F a th o r and Mothor woro Georgo D enison o f Hodon, b u t a t  
th is  time of H u ll, and Kary P ark in so n  D enison, h is  w ifo . Tho B ro th e rs  woro Georgo o f 
Rotherham, and D r. Thomas Donison, a t  t h i s  t in o  o f H u ll, a t  whoso homo th o y  woro a l l  
s ta y in g .)  Let mo recommend you to  le av e  ThoS w ith  your 1 BE as ho has in tim a te d  a 
doBiro fo r  th e  c h i ld .  (Note* Thomas John P en iso n , l a t e r  o f V/caton) I  f l a t t e r  mysolf. he 
w ill take as much caro  of h is  M orals as  you p o ss ib ly  can . S ince your d e p a r tu re  from 
hence, Sami has wroto a scandalous L o tto r  to  mo concern ing  tho  Whatch>-making, a  demand 
of h is  fo u r th , which by h is  account i s  2C 10 s t and as he i n s i s t s ,  upon i t ,  w ill ,  (with, 
your Leave) pay him in  th e  fo llow ingm anncr; th a t  i s ,  what _ t r i f l i n g  sum may bo ’oven 3fc. 
(Roto: Samuel was Georgo T a y lo r ’ s b ro th e r*  Tho V/hatch was a  fchip. Thoy wero p r iv a to o r s -  
-ncn.) Your c a r t  I  so ld  to  Powling f o r  7fc end th e  above m entioned 3£ i s  son t from my 
own pocket as Cash had o f S h o arm an ,en tire ly ' to  mako tho conveyance more co n v en ien t by a 
IOC no to , which w ill  be duly  re c e iv e d , I  hopo lik e w ise  g iv e  s a t i s f a c t io n *  ,



STUTTON, SUFFOLK. [

To be SOLD by AUCTION,
Ijartolu an5 JiunrtiW,

} On THURSDAY the ?ih «f JUNE, 173*,
The HoufhoM Furniture, China, Brewing

and Dairy IHenfils,
j O f  M r .  J O H N  D f  N I S O N  o t  Ahtn-H»ll ( h a v m j  this Country) ;

SDMFRh‘lN£f#ur.|>*ft -<f. .# uij,n»e o»iv*l ftlh'f, <rim{on dam*#*, W »tl !
di'mitj. A»*i cheney h » n w .th  K r4 t> n f. <b ««r», ch»*l A  drAMCTf. P‘« r  t>d dT*fii«tf ;

rf.WttMfftn) bttNAU.WHm *««\ Sc#tck a. C »%.nd ^  eoArtnjt, e*t«nt #ve%
AjofiiUn Coffer, v«»(hinf ditto, i'v#eet JL wiKjurlf, Ai d IfitcWn nf, j
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F oo tio llo  of tho  B ccoip t which Mr. Bunnoll tho A uctioneer gavo to  Ca'ptoi^ 

John Denison, whon Denison pa id  him fo r  h is  Sorv icos in  s o i l in g  Donlfo& 's 

Housohold E f fe c ts  a t  P u b lic  A uction ju s t  b e fo re  tho  Denisons l o f t  England

f o r  Canada.

✓  -

A lton H all M ill Houso, whero C aptain John Denison and Fam ily L ived,and 

L lton  H all M i l l ,  which Denison op era ted  in  1792 J u s t  p r io r  to  Leaving

fo r  Canada*

Both aro  s i tu a to d  on tho  P ro p e rty  of. A lton H a ll , S tu tto n  or 

Holbroolc, m  S u ffo lk , England.



lire . Taylor w ith  h er s i s t e r  one. oyccll* were a t  C o lc h e s te r  F a i r  on Thursday l a s t ,  end 
•pent a Tory a g re e a b le  day. By anewcr to  t h i s ,  a cq u a in t a c  th e  nano and b u rth en  o f  the 
whip, cl8.o the C a p ta in 's  n a s e . But i f  t in o  w ill n o t p e r n i t  you to  w r i te  boforc you 
loftYO England, l e t  oc nave a  l e t t e r ,  w hile  upon your Voyage. Put i t  on board  samo 3h ip  
bound fo r  England, end i t  shou ld  reach  ik  i f  no i d i r e c t ly  a f t e r  your a r r i v a l  in  New 
York. CaptN Gunthorpo has been very  s u c c e s s fu l  th e  l o s t  Throe bfoeka, h av in g  node th ro e  
•o isa ro s . in  the l a s t  o f  which to  took  th o  V iper w ith  400 Tubs, 1 Cwt. o f  Tea and  14 
Cwt. of Tobacco- (Koto: They 'woro prlvato irsaun-.w ho  r a ia e a  cnecy sh ip s  o f  cargoes 
bound fo r various p o r ts  o f  Europe A ccording  to tho  law o f  th e  t i n o ,  tho  cargoes then  
becano th e ir s  to  c o l l  as  th ey  w ished- ) K itty  jc ir .3  in  Love to  you, and  S i s t e r  , and • 
Children, as do a l l  your Harwich f r ie n d s ,  in  r e s p e c ts  to  you b o th , and b c lio v o  no to  
be, w ith R etard , your ev er r e s p e c tfu l  B r. George T a y lo r ,

. Presont ny lovo to  ay  dear S i s t e r ,
K it ty 's  love to  Sophia au l  has s e t t l e d  th e  B i l l  w ith  P ledge m e t  onco noroconcludo 

with wishing yar. a  sa fe  Passage to  .jL o rica  and a  .ju ic J  r e tu r n .  {Notoi ■‘qu ick  re tu rn " )  
K itty  would have wroto to  Sophie hu t wanted t in e  She w i l l  howevor oabrcco th e  f i r s t  
Opportunity.
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I t  i s  a p i ty  th a t  tn c  r e p ly  to  th i s  l e t t e r  was n ever p re so rv ed .

On Wednesday, J u ly  11, 1792. the Eenisano {not knowing i t  a t  tn c  t in e )  q u i t te d  
forevor the shores o f  th e i r  n .tiv w  England, and  S a ile d  f o r th  i r o n  H u ll, th ro u ^ i th o  
English Channel, and ou t on to  th e  brc.ad w a te rs  c f  th e  . . t l a u t i u  in  one o f  th e  s n a l lo r  
sa ilin g  v esse ls  o f th e  any, p robab ly  a  f r i g a t e  o f  about £3-guns. Thoy would soon pass 
the famous is la n d s  o f th e  S c o re s , where in  IS tii , S i r  R ichard G re n v ille  h e ld  a t  bay  a 
f l o t i l l a  of f i f tc u n  Spanish  sh ip s  u n t i l  h is  own, Too Revenge, wa3 b u t a  wrouk • Tho 
actual c rossing  o f tho  ocean was p robab ly  U i  u n p le a sa n t and t irc c o o c  one, w ith  th e  c h i l l  
and damp of th e  sp r-y  and r a i n ,  th e  co n s tan t lu rc h in g  o f th e  sh ip  ca u s in g  b ru is e d  knees, 
and a leaky cabin in  which to  s le e p .  The Denisons a r r iv e d  a t  New York in  Sep tenber th en  
in a l l  tho rosy  g lo ry  o f a  N orth  c r io o n  autumn. The r e m in d e r  o f  th o  t r i p  was ovor- 
land in  an o x -ca rt to  Oswego, which re q u ire d  th re o  weeks o f  3 teady  t r a v e l l i n g ,  such was 
tho w ild co n d itio n  o f th e  c o u n try . In  same p la c o s  th ey  cay  have had a  corduroy., ro ad  o f 
the kind th a t  the o - r ly  s e t t l e r s  uad<- by c u t t in g  down th e  t r e e s  o f th o  f o r e s t  an d ' 
placing th o ir  trunks c rossw ise  on th e  rv a a , th e  spaces b e in g  f i l l e d  in  w ith  n u d , Tho 
re su lt was a very huupy p a th  f e r  the ox -carry  which o f  couroo had  no sp rin g s  to  l i g i t o n  
tho shocks.

Proa Oswo'go, th ey  Journeyed to  K ingston to  spend tho  w in te r*  K ingston was a s p a l l  
settlem ent of only 50 housos, one house only bo in g  o f s to n o  and th a t  bo long ing  to  a 
nershant* Thoro was a  s n a i l  g a r r is o n  in  K ingston , and a  harbour o f  s h ip s .

On l.ay 10, 1793, John Denison p e t i t io n e d  Governor 3 icco e  f o r  a  g ran t o f la n d ,
1000 acros in  th e  Township o f  Edwards b u rg , County o f G rcn v illw , n o r th -c a s t  o f P r e s c o t t ,  
b i t  in  thoso days such b u e in cse  to o k  a  long , t i n e  to  co n p io to , a r .l w hil6  s t i l l  w a it in g  
fo r th is  grant o f  le n d , John Denison b u i l t  a  re s id e n c e  in  K ingston . In  O ctober o f  1796 
ho entered in to  a c o n tra c t w ith  Josoph F o rsy th  o f  K ingston , whereby he was ab lo  % 
to re n t a  l o t  of ground, n a lt-b o u s t-  and brew -house f o r  th o  p e r io d  o f  ono y o a r  w ith  
a l l  apjxirtenancos fo r  tho  co s t o f  £120 c u r re n t noncy* Tho o r ig in a l  ag reen en t i s  in  the 
ru b lic  Lrchivos o f  O n ta rio . I t  i s  in  the fo rn  o f an Indcntairo , and n o ta b le  In  th o  
wording of i t  i s  a  penal c lau 3 c  to  th e  o f f c c t  th a t  i f  c i t h e r  p a r ty  to  th e  c o n t r a c t  woro 
to d e fau lt on th o ir  a g rc c a c n t, th e  d e f a u l t in g  p a r ty  ag reed  to  pay th e  o th o r  £1000 
indosn ity . John Denison l iv e d  up t c  h is  c o n tra c t f o r  th o  rn c  y o a r , b u t d isc o v e red  th a t  
ths browing was u n s a t is f a c to ry  a s  th o ro  was no b a r le y  grown In th a t  p a r t  o f  th e  co u n try .
Moreover ho was d i s s a t i s f i e d  w ith  ih c  r ig o u rs  o f  tho  New W orld, and longod to  g o t back 

to  h is  n a tiv e  Y o rk sh ire . However he bad givon h i s  word th a t  ho would r e m in .  T h is  i s  
how tho p le d g e .to  rcix iiu  had cose ab o u t.

I t  happened on th i s  w ise . On J .p r i l  15, 1795, John  Denison boarded  th e  a rced  sloop  
Onondaga, a v e s se l c f  12 guns and  60 tone lu r th o n  which was owned by tho  P ro v in c ia l



Govornoont. Bo s a i le d  up th e  3 t .  Lnfenroo end ac ro ss  Luho O ntario  to  N iag a ra . This 
Journey is  rocordcd in  tho N iagara G a sc ttc . A pri- 16. 1793. whiph n en tio n s  tho  a r r iv a l  
of tho arced sloop "Onondaga'’ a t  N iagara f r e n  K ingston a f t e r  ah agreoablo  pas sago of 
36 hours. Lnong th e  l i s t  o f  passengers i s  one. " J .  D enison".

Arriving a t  N iagara , Denison w ent-to  Navy H a ll ,  which was r e a l ly  Govornnsnt House*
I t  had no chorea fro n  on a r c h i te c tu r a l  s ta n d -p o in t ,  and was as erud9  and p r in i t iv o  a s . 
tho log-cahlns of the p io n e e rs . E ncoring  Savy H a ll ,  Denison craved an audicnco w ith  h is  
old frien d , Fotor R u s s e l l .  L b  ; t  so happened, Governor S iceoo h in s o lf  was th e ro  to o . 
Donison to ld  of h is  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  p ioneer l i f o  and o f  h is  in to n t lo n  to  ro tu rn  
hone to York, England. He f e l t  i t  behooved h la  to  rxhv th i s  known, sir.co ho hod ccco 
on tho s o l ic i ta t io n  o f R u sse ll and R u s s e l l 's  s i n t e r ,  and cou ld  n o t r e tu rn  w ithout 
notifying th en . The Gevomor expressed  deep r e g r e t  a t  h is  d e c is io n , th in k in g  p r iv i ly  
tha t oolonists o f Denison' c type wero d i f f i c u l t  enough «o induce to  cane to  Canada in  
tho f i r s t  p lace , and woro a r e a l  lo s s  to  th e  coun try  i f  thoy  d id  n o t rem ain . "You nay 
not liko  K ingston", s a id  S incoo, "b u t you have n o t seen  the new c a p i ta l  o f Uppor 
Canada which wo a re  b u i ld in g .— th e  to«r. c f  D u b lin ,"  "D ublin" , quoth Denison,"You 
havo your audacity  to  ask a  Y orkshirenon l ik e  n j s c l f  to  s e t  fo o t in  a  p laco  c a llo d  
Dublin of a l l  narcos.""Very w e l l ,"  r e p l ie d  3 in c c c ,? ;c u  none i t  fo r  u s ,  Donison. We w il l  

*oall i t  any none you su g g es t, p rov idod  th a t  wo have your prem ise to  re c o in  -in Canada." 
"In th a t oaso", s a id  Denison " c a l l  i t  York. I  s a id  I  was going  to  York. C a ll it* York, 
and I w ill go th e re  and s e t t l e . "  Sineoe end Denison were b o th  tru e  to  t h e i r  word.
Denison went to  York and s e t t l e d ,  end S incec g roed  th e  new p lace  York to  s a t i s f y  
Denison. On Itay 2 , 1793 th e  none was o f f i c i a l l y  p u b lish ed  as York. Of course i t  was 
gaiettod to  be in  honour o f  tho Duke o f  York, who had won n o ta b le  v ic to r io s  in  F landors 
but in actual fa c t  i t  owed i t s  none to  t h i s  in c id e n t in  th e  l i f o  o f  oar a n c e s to r ,
Cpotain John Denison. Tho Y orksh ire  nom enclature to s  l a t e r  extended to  to k o ;in  o thor 
places in the v ic in i ty .  Uo to -d ay  have th e  r i v e r s ,  Hunber and Don. V/e have Scarborough,
York County and Township---- only  a  few o f the nones which t r a c e  t h e i r  o r ig in , d i r e c t ly
to the influence o f th e  Denison fam ily . In  T oron to , we havo th e  fo llo w in g  s tre o t-n s o e s  
which owe th e ir  o r ig in  d i r e c t ly  to  th e  D enisens:— B e llev u e , 3ordon, B ro o k fie ld , Denisos 
Dowson, Doveroourt, Je n n in g s , Heybourne, L ip p ic e o tt ,  Q ssing ton , R olyat (Taylor 
spollod backwards), Rusholne, and in  W eston, S t .  J o h n 's ,  Denison, L ip p in c o tt and 
Uwronoo. *V
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On Oct* 20, 1792, P u tc r  R u s s e l! , h av in g  heard  th a t  h i s  f r ie n d , John D enison, had 
arrlvod a t K ingston, ap p lied  fo r  200 ac re s  o f la n d  f o r  h ie  in  tho  neighbourhood o f 
Toronto. John Denison, in  h is  p e t i t io n  o f  ’toy 10, 1793, d a ted  a t  Kings to n , acknowledges 
th is g ran t, but says th a t  ho deems i t  to o  em ail to  s i t  down upon, and a p p lie s  fo r  
1000 acres of land in  th e  Township o f  L duards'rurg , as n en tio n ed  e a r l i e r .  This was not 
granted u n t i l  Aug. 13, 1799, when he had a lre a d y  l e f t  K ingston fo r  York. The H is to ry  

of Leods and G ren v ille , by T .^ .H . L e a v i t t ,  B rockvillo .*  1879, page 110, says th a t  Denison 
rcooivcd lo ts  12 to  16 in  th e  5 th  co n cess io n . Tho reco rd s o f  th e  G ro n rillo  County 
Rogistry O ffice a t  P re s c o tt  show th a t  on Feb. 11 , 1806, Denison so ld  lo ts -1 2 ,  13, and 
16 to S ilas  Cook, and on J u ly  3 . 1800, he s o ld  l o t s  15 nnd 16 to  Josoph F o rsy th , tho 
nan- fron whan ho re n te d  th e  m alt-house e t c . ,  a s  to ld  e a r l i e r .

On Nov. 16, 1796 in  K ingston , when ho had decided to  rc s id o  in  York, Denison 
node anothor p e t i t io n ,  t h i s  tim e on b e h a lf  of h is  w ife , Sophia, and h is  fo u r  so n s,
Goorgo Taylor, Thomas John , C harles and John . T nis re a d s : ~*L3 th e  w ifo o f your 
Jlcnorio list has never drawn any lo rd s  in  t h i s  p ro v in ce , he prays your Honour w i l l  be 
plcosod to  order her th e  u su a l g ran t o f  200 a c re s ,  and such o th o r p o r tio n  to  each of 
his sons os your Honour in  your Wisdom from th e  Prem ises n ig h t  deen f i t t i n g . "  T h is was 
granted, as a re c e ip t  e x i s t s ,  d a ted  S ep t. 29, 1815 a t  the R eceiver G en e ra l 's  O ff ic e , 
York, which soys: l l r * .  Sophia D enison, th rough  h e r  husband. C aptain  John D enison, has 
[paid in to  th is  o f f ic e ,  th re e  Pounds, f iv e  Snip lin g s  and two Tcnccs, th e  p a te n t feo  4ndor 
rog ilations on 1796 on 200 ac re s  o f  lend—a lso  one Pound, seven S h il l in g s  and s ix
Ponocs, lik o  P ro i Currency, th e  fe e s  o f  su rre y  thereon---- th e  Land i s  lo c a to d  in
Vaughan."
1 On June 9, 179**, John Denison t i r n e d  an o th e r p e t i t io n  worded es fo llo w s:
r to u r  p e t i t io n e r  being  d es iro u s  o f  f e l l  owing h rs  t e n n e r s  o f brewer in  the Town o f  York 
thumbly prays fo r  a  f ro n t l o t  n e a r  the w ater convenien t fo r  th a t  purpose." The nox t day, 
Ljuno 10, P o tcr R u sse ll , w reto to  r . t f .  S n :th  A ctin g  Surveyor-G eneral th u s :"Having
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taken the enclosed w arrant o f survey f re n  H r. John Denisen f o r  4.60 K ell fax  currency 
ihioh I len t h ie  two years ago, you w i l l  o b lig e  no by o b ta in in g  th e  sa n c tio n  o f  tho 
;ouncll tha t a pa ten t any oo node o a t Immediately In  ay n*-co fo r  i t . "  3o h a rin g  
)btainod h is fro n t lo t  conrcn icn t fo r  brew ing, ho had a lread y  arranged  to  tu rn  o ro r  tho  

)«d for i t  to  h is  f r ie n d , F o to r B u s se ll , in  payment o f tho £.50 he owed.
In 1796, tho Denieone aorod th e i r  w orld ly  goods to  Y ork, They probably e a ilo d  on 

(his sane sh ip , the "Onondaga*1, o r one o f th e  o th e r  s im ila r  s n a i l  sh ip s  which s a llo d  
Lake Ontario and which wero owned by th e  P ro v in c ia l Government. P e te r  B u sse ll was th o ra  
(o greot then. Ho housed then a t  C&stlc- Prank oh th e  Don. C astle  Prank had been b u i l t  
for Governor Simcoe as h is  o f f i c i a l  re s id en ce , bu t ap p a ren tly  S lacoc never l iv e d  th e r e ,
Lt any ra te . I t  was vacant a t  the tim e.

Dr. Soadding in  h is  book, "Toronto o f  Old” , g ives a f in o  d e s c r ip tio n  o f  C astlo  
rank, thusi "C astle Frank was a r u s t l e  chateau c r  suanor-houso in  th e  n id s t  o f  tho 
»ods, on the brow o f a s te ep  and lo f ty  bank which overlooks th e  v ale  o f  tho  Don. C astle  

Prank I ts e lf  was an e d if ic e  o f  co n sid erab le  iin e n s io n s .o f  a  oblong shape; i t s  w a lls  were 
(oeposod of a number of s n a i l ,  c a re fu l ly  hewn lo g s , o f sh o rt le n g th s .  Tho whole woro 
(ho has which unpainted tim b er, exposed to  tho  w eather, sp e e d ily  assunca . i t  tho  gable 
(ad, in tho d irec tio n  o f  the roadway f ro a  th e  n ascen t c a p i t a l , was tho p r in c ip a l  entrance,! 
>vor which a ra th e r imposing p c t t ic c  was formed by th e  p ro je c tio n  o f  tho whole ro o f , 
(upportod by four u p rig h t columns, reach in g  th e  whole h e ig h t o f th e  b u ild in g , and

lis tin g  of the sten s o f fo u r 6ood-3 ized , w ell-m atched p in e s , w ith  th e i r  deep ly  oh&ppod, 
(orrugated bark unromoved. Tho doors and s h a t te r s  to  the windows were a l l  o f doublo 
thickness, RAdo of s to u t p lan k , runn ing  up and down on one s id e  end crossw ise  on tho 
fthsr, and th ick ly  studded over w ith  th e  heeds o f  s tc u t  n a i l s .  P roa the m iddle o f  tho 

llding rose a s o l i ta ry ,  m assive ch im ney-stack . The road which a t  p ro sen t bears th e  name 
forlisncnt S tree t shows th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  the tr '- rk  through th e  woods to  C as tle  Prank.

depression in  the dry sand ju s t  beyond th e  fence which bounds the Cemetery o f  S t .  Janes 
lorthward, shows to  th is  day th e  exact s i t o  o f C as tle  Prank. C a s tle  Prank was tho  f i r s t  
[welling b u ilt  by the w hlto nun a t  th e  town o f York.” \

Tho Dtr.iscns were g ran ted  l o t  a t  tho n o r th -e a s t  co m er o f  P ront and la y  S tro o ts .  
|trc  they occupied an abode which i s  dcso ribed  by Scudding as an ornam ental c o tta g e  on 

front lo t with & convenient w ater lo t  a d jo in in g , th i s  arrangem ent(was cade fo r  them by 
;tc r Russell. Whether B u sse ll b u i l t  tho co ttage  o r  n o t,  we do not'know , b u t i f  was on 

lo t which John Denison hod tu rn ed  ev er to  B u sse ll in  payment o f th e  4-50 lo a n . V hilo 
tv log there, th e ir  In fa n t d au g h te r , E lis a b e th , d ied  O ct. 14, 1SC1. - t  th a t  t in e  th c ro  

no public burying-ground, no churchyard and ro  clergym an. John Denisbr. b u ried  tho 
*hy in his garden. He rend th e  In g l lc a a  se rv ic e  b in s  e l f  befo ro  th e  s n a i l  group o f ,
•lends who had g&thcrod th e r e .  Lmongst t h . s .  undoubtedly  stood  P e te r  B u sse ll and h is  
Istor, E llsaboth, of to r  whoa th e  c h ild  hod been named. (L a te r ,  when tho Don! sons noved 

Slack Creek Para on the Euaber !n  U cston, th e  l i t t l e  body was r e - in te r r e d  a t  th a t  
in a portion of tho Demisons- garden. T h is was the r e a l  beg inn ing  o f th e  p riv a te  

Dnison ocuotcry on S t .  Jo h n 's  Hoad, W eston, p re s e n tly  known as 3 t .  Jo h n 's  C cactery-on- 
j-fcunber.)

Tho Denisons' nex t resid en ce  was " P c tc r s f ie ld ” , so named a f t e r  P e te r  B u s se ll . 
M crsflo ld  stood on th e  n o r th  s id o  o f  Queen S tr e e t  a t  th e  hood o f Soho S tro o t .  Tho 
t i t le  to tho property was v es ted  in  P e to r B u s se ll . Scadding says;"O or own re o o llo c tio n  

ILri. Denison is  a s so c ia te d  w ith  P c tc r s f io ld .  the homely cosiness o f whose in to r io r ,  
l£*tcd up by a rousing  f i r e  o f g re a t  lo g s , p i le d  h ig h  in  one o f  th e  capacious and lo f ty  
froploccs o f  the tim e, cado on in d e lib le  im pression . The venerab le l i r a .  Sophia Donlson 

a* fine old E nglish  n a tro n  and no the r  o f  th e  a n tiq u e , strong ly-m arked , v ig o ro u s, 
terllng typo. Sho was ono o f  th e  T aylors o f  E ssex , nnong whoa, a t  hooc and Abroad,
( lllty  end ta lcr.c , and t r a i t s  o f a  h ig h e r and noro sac red  c h a ra c to r , a rc  c u r io u s ly  
frsdltary ."

Lt P c tc rs f io ld . th e  Denisons had a  n eg ress-s lav e—g i r l ,  day Ponpadour, who had 
(on legally  given to  K rs . Sophia Denison as a  C h r is ta a s -p re se n t f ro o  E lis a b e th  B u sso ll. 
sphla Denison la te r  s e t  ..ay f r e e .

There was considerab le  garden ing-land  a tta c h e d  to  P c tc r e f ic ld ,  and th i s  land  was 
jpervisod by John Denison on b e h a lf  o f  P e te r  B u sse ll d u rin g ' th e  rear*  1804 to  1807 .Tho 
jinclpal crop was "blucnosc P o ta to es"  . Thee sc Id  fo r  Four S h illin g *  York Currency tho 
•hel delivered , and Threo S h il l in g s  cash a rc  c a r ry , -d v c r tls c n c n ts  to  th i s  o ffo o t
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rcqucntly appeared in  th e  s e t t l e m e n t s  two new spapers, th e  O rac le  raid th e  G a a e tte ,  
i f  to r leav in g  P c te r s f ie ld ,  th e  Denisona a c q u ire d  1000 a c re s  o f  la n d  a t  Weston near 

ho riyo r Humber. They c a l le d  t h i s .  Black Creek P a ra , bccauso  o f th o  s tra w s  th a t  ran  
through the p ro p e rty , which th ey  nicknamed B lack Creek because o f  tho  darkness o f  i t s  
a te rs . The creek i s  c a llo d  by t h a t  name to  t h i s  day .

John Denison so t a s id e  a p o r t io n  o f  t h i s  la n d  as a  cem etery  proposed to  bo known 
s 3 t .  John's Cemetery on th e  Humber. T his g ro a t fam ily  m em orial s t i l l  rem a in s . I t  i s  
itua tod  a t  tho west end o f  S t .  J o h n 's  Bond, W eston, Ju 3 t where th a t  ro ad  jo in s  tho  
Ivor Humber. C aptain John D enison c o n s t i tu te d  t h i s  cem etery w ith  r i ^ x t  o f b u r ia l  to  
hose only of h is  blood w ith  t h o i r  w ives and husbands r e s p e c t iv e ly .  Eowovor, C aptain  
lohard lip p in c o tt ,  and h is  w ife ,  George T ay lo r ( f a th e r  o f John Pennings T ay lo r th e
ldor) and Dr. Dc l a  Hooko's f a th e r  wero b u r ie d  th e r e ------none o f  whom wore "o f  h is
lood". Op t i l l  1053, th e  c o n c tc ry  was p u re ly  p r iv a to  p ro p e r ty . In  th a t  y e a r  .how ever,
o l .  George Taylor Denison th e  f i r s t  o f  B ellevue ex ecu ted  a  conveyance whereby tho  

frurying-grcfund and s e v e ra l  a c re s  o f  g le b e - la n d  a d jo in in g  i t  sh o u ld  become a  p o r t io n  o f 
♦ho endownont of a church p roposed  to  be known a s  The Church o f  3 t .  Jo h n . The conveyance 
I s  Ho. 49938 re g is te re d  a t  York, SecucI B id o u t, B e g is tr a r ,J u n o  2 5 ,1 8 5 3 . In  1930, th e re  
was a lawsuit conducted in  The Supreme Court o f  O n ta r io , whereby tho  le g a l  rc p rc s c n ta tl .w d  
Of the family sought to  reco v e r  th e  p ro p e r ty  from th e  Church o f E ngland , s in c o  i t  was 
Claimed that the s a id  Church had n o t f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  p a r t  o f  th e  b a rg a in . Tho fam ily  
got tho cemotcry back and a lso  th o  $14 ,000 . endowment, b u t th e  church  .rece iv ed  SomQ 
$ 12C0. for land a d jo in in g  i t  w hich had been s o ld ,  and on which th e  l a t e  Adm iral John 
Dvr.ison and o thers  had p a id  a  la rg e  sun in  ta x e s  to  keep i t  from go in g  to  a a lo  a t  an 
junauspiclous e a r l i e r  t im e . The $1200. went to  a Church in  th o  v i c in i t y  w ith  w hich th e  
’ocily had never a t  any tim e been co n n ec ted . Those vho had p a id  th e  t&xoo n ev e r d id  

ocivo th o ir  money back . The w r i t e r ,  as e ld e s t  h e i r  m ale o f  tho  fam ily ,w as v ery  g r a te fu l  
L ta ira l John Denison and th e  o th e rs  f o r  n o t p re s s in g  t h e i r  c la im  f o r  ta x e s ,  as  he 

coivcd some $800. which was g r e a t ly  needed a t  th e  tim e to  com plete h i s  e d u c a tio n . Somo 
tho w rito r 's  a b i l i t y  to  w r i te  t h i s  a r t i c l o  as  w e ll as  he has d o n e ,is  undoub ted ly  due 
tho uneolfishnoss o f  th e  d ea r o ld  Admiral and th e  o th e r s .  The cem etery i s  now

itorod by a c o rp o ra tio n  o f  r e p re s e n ta t iv e -  descendan ts o f  th e  fam ily  who l iv o  fo r  
most part in  tho Toronto  d i s t r i c t .  The $14 ,000 . endowment i s  h e ld  in  p e rp e tu i ty  by 

o &iprcoc Court o f O n ta rio  who pay a sm all r a te  o f  i n t e r e s t  a n n u a lly  f o r  i t s  u s e .  This 
tc rost i s  sca rce ly  adcqpato  to  pay tho  c a r e ta k e r 's  s a l a r y .  In  O ctober 1951, th e  v a r io u s  
■ccndanta of th e  fam ily  woro asked  to  c c n t t ib u to  to  a  fund to  in c re a se  th e  endom ent 
d nako sure th a t  our e a r ly  a n c e s to r s ' w ishes th a t  th e  cem etery  be k ep t up in  good 
ndition for a l l  tho  fu tu ro  o f  th e  w orld bo fo re v e r  f u l f i l l e d .

Tho la te  I'j: • E rn es t Dc l a  Hooko once showed no an o ld  map which s e t  f o r t h  th e  
ions portions of t h i s  o r ig in a l  B lack Creek Farm and th o  nar.«-3 o f  th o  descen d an ts  who 

than.
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Georgo Taylor was tho husband o f  C a th e rin e  Fenning9 . He was a  b ro th e r  o f  Sophia 
flo r, wife of John D enison, He was a l s o  th e  f a th e r  o f  John Fennings T ay lo r th e  E ld e r ,  
ro lito d  o a r l io r ,  he had con tem pla ted  go in g  to  Canada from  England as e a r ly  a s  1792,

| t  SO^how he had n o t done s o .  I t  was now th e  y e a r  i e i 2 .  There was war w ith  tho  How 
lu)<l Colonial which • became th o  U n ited  S ta te s  o f  iuncrica in  1776. George T ay lo r 
bad reversa ls  in  b u s in e s s . He s t i l l  b o lie v e d  th a t  Canada was th o  Land o f F rom isc,

\ ho l i t  s a i l  fo r  Canada, le a v in g  h is  good w lfo  and  fam ily  beh ind  and hop ing  to  secu re  
r e f lo a t  coaai to  s e t  up h is  fam ily  in  th e  Sew W orld. However, h is  h e a l th  was bad ,and  
vaf twonty ypars o ld e r  th an  he had  been in  1792. The Hew World was too s tren u o u s  f o r  
i, and in  tho l a t e  f a l l  o f  1812 he d ie d  a t  York and was b u r ie d  a t  S t .  J o h n 's  Cemetery 
tho H u m b e r t h o s o  d ay s , m essages took  ages to  c ro ss  th e  A t l a n t i c ,  and we f in d  
>rgc Taylor*# widow w r i t in g  a l e t t e r  concern ing  him to  Sophia D cuison a t  York lo n g  
ter Georgo T a y lo r 's  dem ise, b u t she appears to  be unaware o f  h e r h u sb an d 's  d e a th . The 

li te r  apeaks fo r  i t s e l f ,  and I  b e l ie v e  th a t  C a th e rin e  Fennings T ay lo r l a t e r  re c e iv e d  
ffic lcn t help  from h e r  fa th e r,w h o  was n o t p o o r, to  tak e  c a re  o f  h t r s c l f  and h e r  
ally , Tho l e t t e r  i s  w r i t te n  from London, E ng land , Hoy 27 ,1813 . Tho ad d ress  i s  g iven 
C/p H isses Taylor and Jarm an, Ho. 8 , B i l l i t c r  Lane, L cad cn h all S t r e e t .  I t  read s  as  
llOHlt .
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Y j  doar Mrs. Denison,

I rocoivcd a  l e t t e r  from you l o s t  November, and I  a s s u re  you th a t  i t  g iv o s mo 
great pleasure to  h ea r from you, I  have f e l t ,  and I  do fo o l  t h i s  y o a r ,  what you m s t  
have experionoed fo r  more than  tw onty y e a rs ,  I  ex p ec t and hopo B ro th e r  was w ith  you 
about tho t in e  you w rote your l a s t  le tte r- .(K o to *  I t  would have been  c lc o ro r  i f  she had 
saidXy Husband In s te a d  o f Your B ro th e r, e i th o r  a p p e l la t io n  o f  courso  would h&vo been 
correct.) I ,  and a l l  h is  c h i ld ro n , have wondered a t  n o t re c e iv in g  one l e t t e r  from him 
•Uoo His a r r iv a l  w ith  y o u .I  rcco iv ed  two o r th re e  l e t t e r s  d u r in g  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  
his passage. The sh ip  he wont out on go t back to  E ngland in  O ctober o r November l a s t ,  
and le f t  ay husband s a fo ly  la n d e d . 1 was s u rp r is e d  th a t  ho d id  n o t send me a  l e t t e r  by 
the captain i f  he had a r r iv e d  s a fe ly  w ith  you . How s u r p r is e d  you m ust hAvo been to  see  .

I do ' hopo th a t  he n o t i f i e d  you in  advanco, and d id  n o t come w ith o u t your 
being prepared to  see him , f o r  i t  would have been to o  ouch f o r  ycur f e e l in g s  to  soc him 
that had not wrote to  you so lo n g . I t  was n o t f o r  th e  went o f my rem ind ing  him , nor 
because he • fo rg o t you, as  we havo o f te n  ta lk e d  over o ld  t im e s , when wo usod  to  spend 
tho tiao togothcr a t  our house w ith  our l i t t l e  o n es . I  th in k  a in c o , th o so  were our 
happiost days, though I  hopo, my doar l i r a .  D ., you havo n o t f e l t  q u ito  so  ouch as 1 havo , 
though thon, th e re  i s  no doubt b u t you havo had  your t r i a l s .  You had cany  t r i a l s  b e fo re  
you lo ft u s . Kino began soon a f to r  t h a t ,  b u t whon I  lo o k  back upon a l l  th o  pcop lo  th a t  
you and I knew whon wo were young, I  con soo b u t fow th a t  havo escaped  tro u b lo — some 
noro than o th o rs , I  havo p u t o f f  w r i t in g  os long  as I  co u ld , in  hopes o f h av in g  a  
le tte r . I fool what you havo f o l t  so o f te n .  I  was a t  K iss  H caburn 's  whero my K a rla  i s ,  
a f «  days ago, and she o ffo re d  to  go t a  l e t t e r  c a r r ie d  to  you by a f r i e n d  go ing  some 
way up tho country . I  suppose th a t  tho  Y7ar we have w ith  i j s c r ic a  may bo tho  c a u so . We 
ofton ta lk  of i t  Rhd th in k  th a t  th a t  m ust be th e  rea so n  wo have n o t h ea rd  from K r.T a y lo r , 
Scootiaos I  th in k  som ething m ust havo happened to  him in  con ing  to  you, and th a t  you 
havo neither heard  n o r soon him . P ray  l e t  mo h ea r as  soon as p o s s ib le .  I  am su re  i f  i t  

rest with you, I  s h a l l  have a l e t t e r .  I  c a l l 'd  a t  K r. and K rs . Thomas D en iso n 's  a f to r  
I roccivcd your l e t t e r .  She was very  co o l abou t your l e t t e r  you w rote to  h o r  a f t e r  yen 
had been gone from E ngland fo u r te e n  y e a r s .  U r. D. ta lk e d  o f  w r i t in g  and I  gave him your 
address. Tour b r o th e r ,  Georgo D enison, i s  dead , I  b o lio v c  above a  y e a r  ag o . Ycur M other, 
lUry Denison, i s  very  w o ll .  I  f in d  th ey  have to  su p p o rt h o r .  Your b r o th e r ,  G-orge Denison 
le ft shat he had to  h is  m o th e r, b u t I  f in d  th a t  th e  person  he was w ith , l e f t  him  in  d e b t ,  
and they have k ep t h is  p ro p e r ty  b ack , I  have n o th in g  to  r c l a t o  to  you o u t o f  .my own 
fsally , as your B ro tho r b rough t tho  newB a l l  w ith  him when he l e f t  homo. I  gave up  th e  
house, and I was o b lig e d  to  p a r t  w ith  a l l  my c h i ld ro n . Ky d ea r l i t t l e  on e , on ly  two 
years old, she i s  a t  sch o o l w ith  hor s i s t o r  H a r r io t t  a t  I l r s .  H o lp h a n t 's .  They- a ro  very  
fond of hor, and she o f  thorn. She can soy e v e ry th in g , and le  very  much grown* She i s  
very pleased to  sco mo when I  go , b u t I  alw ays le av e  h e r  w ith  r e g r e t .  I  have n o t seen 
cy father since my husband went to  Canada, no r has my f a th e r  done an y th in g  f o r  me, no r 
for the two g i r l s  a t  s c h o o l. I  havo boon o b lig e d  to  depend upon George, my so n , f o r  t h e i r  
support. Ky d au g h te r , Mary, was m a rr ied  th e  12 th  o f  Hay a f to r  h e r  f a th e r  l e f t  us.T hoy 
live In tho Kent Rood. He i s  a  v ery  k in d  and good husband. George was m a rr ie d  th e  8 th  
of Ootobor fo llo w in g . He l iv o a  w ith  h is  w i f e 's  f a th e r  and m other. He i s  l i k e l y  to  bo a 
father before th e  y o a r .  Your B ro thor knows th e s e  p a r t i e s  and w i l l  t e l l  you abou t thorn. 
Poor bo was o b lig e d  to  tak o  a s i tu a t io n  in  a n u rs e ry , and d ep riv e d  o f  a  home, b o th  
myself and c h i ld re n .  I  am n o t  com fortab le  by any means, nov er b e in g  on ly  m is tre s s  in  my 
own house b o fo ro . I  do n o t w ish  to  make you fo o l uncom fortab le  abou t me, b u t I  on ly  w ish 
George had n o t gone to  Canada le a v in g  u s  so p o o r. I  hope i f  ho i s  w ith  you th a t  he does 
something fo r  h i s  l iv e l ih o o d , and th a t  he w i l l  make enough money to  ta k e  u s  o v e r . I f  
o outlive my f a th e r  wo s h a l l  havo so a o th in g  to  h e lp  u s  th rough  l i f e .  Georgo novor k ep t 
nything from mo when ho had i t ,  no r n e i th e r  w i l l  I  from him p a r ta k in g  w ith  me. i l l  tho  
hildron send lovo  to  t h e i r  f a th o r ,  and a c c e p t ,  dear S i s t e r ,  our lo v e  to  you , H rs . D .,
M. t i l  your doar c h i ld ro n ,  and I  rem ain , yours a f f e c t io n a te ly ,  c. T a y lo r .
Ujjj friends in q u iro  o f  you o f to n .

The above m entioned son , George T a y lo r , was p ro b ab ly  th e  one th a t  was th e  f a th e r  
John ?cnning8 T ay lo r th e  younger.
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In 1315, Colo George T ay lo r Denison'll,o» F i r s t  bought from Lt-Col» S ir  E .B .L it t lc h a lc s ; 

Bart., M ilita ry  3ocrocary  to  Governor Slncop, Pax^k Lot ^17 and p a r t  o f Park Lot # 1 8 ,in  
a ll  about 156 eo roa , nor* th a t  p a r t  of Toronto whloh i s  now bounded by tho a t  recta .Q ueen , 
Bloor, B athurst and Spadin*, To bo exact i t  was a l i t t l o  narrower than t h a t ,  as i t  la  
described ae f iv o  chaino c a s t o f B a thu rst and f iv e  chains w est,o f  Spadina. On th i s  
proporty, thtf sumo your Denison b u i l t  Old B cllovuo. c u t t ip g  ju s t  enough o f tho t r e e s  of 
tho fo rca t to  l o t  tho l ig h t  in .  How vory damp i t  m a t  havo bov.nl The exact lo c a tio n  of 
Old Bellevue la  wbut i s  now’ th e  n o rth -o u 3 t co rner of Denison L v c ., and Donison Squaro.
Tho present Depiaon .'.vonue was tho  c a rr ia g e -d r iv o  up to  Old Bellcvuo from Queen S treet*
I t  was frin g ed  on e i th e r  t id e  by g ro a t t r e e s  whoso long brunches met in  a f lo u r is h  

aoross tho road , a ffo rd in g  ample shade a g a in s t tho  summer sun und wonderful wind- 
protection in  tho  w in te rr I always lik o  th e  s to ry  of tho ro ckery  th a t  stood on Denison 
3qaaro commemorating the spo t where tho l a s t  w ild  bear was k i l lo d  in  Toronto*

The year 1815 scorned a  reco rd  year fo r  th e  D cnlsons, fo r  in  th a t  y ea r tho Denisons 
also purchased Parle Lot #  25, co n ta in in g  100 a c re s , now p re se n tly  bounded by tho s t r e e t s  
Queen, B loor, O ssington and Dovorcourt,- This park  lo t  had been owned by Hr* David B urns,' 
a surgeon in  tho  York V olun teers , vhoi by a  conveyance dated  Mur. 29, 1815, t r a n s fe r r e d  
i t  to Captain Jolm Donison fo r  the co n s id e ra tio n  o f £200. On Lug. 28. 1845, M rs. Sophia 
Denison tro n s fo rro d  th i s  land  to  her e ld e s t  son . C ol. Coorgo T ay lo r Denison "ex cep t tho 
mansion-house, known as B ro o k fie ld  Houso, nr.d four aevoo"-B rookfield  Houso and th e  four* 
ocros wont to  her oor.-in-luw .John Formings Taylor tho  E ld e r . B rookfio ld  House stood  a t  
tho n o r th -e a s t cornor o f what i s  now Queen St«* and O ssington Lvcuuc- I t  was shaded .by 
groat w illo w -trees  and was surrounded by a flow er-garden  and la rg e  law n. Ln e x t r a c t  from 
a lo t to r  w r i t te n  by ono, W.H.Pardcy to  John Penningu T ay lo r, C lork , The L e g is la t iv e  
Council, Quebec, da ted  a t  T oronto , 14th ?c-b. 1853,roads as follow s t B ro o k f i e ld Hop so—
I havo to -d ay  had ar. in te rv iew  w ith  J a s .  Henderson who has succcc‘dod h is  u n c le  in  t. ?
land agency b usiness on th is  su b jo o t. Ho th in k s  th a t  a  por3cn who i s  d es iro u s of
purchasing tho p lace  and who has cmployod him to  t r e a t  fo r  i t ,  would g ive £2500 fo r  £ t ,
but not a l l  c a sh , Ho th in k s  he would givo £1000 in  cash and th e  r e s t  in  tim o ,”

Old Bcllovue was th e  o ld e s t o f th e  Denison fam ily  homesteads in  tho Toronto aroa*
I t  was occupied u n t i l  ie 8 7 . I t  was th e  ro sid cn cc  o f C ol. Robert B r i t t a in  D enison, and 
cy la te  good f r ie n d  and r e l a t i v e ,  F rancis Napier Donison, foundor of Gonzales O bsorjratory, 
V icto ria , B .C ., was th e  l a s t  mombor of th e  fam ily  to  bo bom  th o ro , Tho nex t o l d e s t '" * 
homestead was Rusholnu,. which Is  a t  tho  co rn er of Dundas S tr e e t  and Rusholmo D rive,and 
which i3 now designated  as, Id  Rusholno D rivo . I t  was b u i l t  in  1839 by C ol. Coorgo Taylor 
Donison tho Scaond. I t  i s  s t i l l  in  th e  occupancy o f th e  fam ily , be ing  to -d ay  tho 
residence o f  Harold D enison ,C aptain , Royal Navy, R o tire d . Old Rusholmo was named a f t e r  
tho g roat p o rk -lik e  o s ta to  in  England o f Joseph D enison, purchased 1824, n ea r M anchester 
in Lanco.ito r  On th e  grounds o f  th e  Toronto Rusholmo a  g a to -koeper' a  lodgo onoo
stood. There was o r ig in a l ly  a long drivoway and many t r e e s .

Next on the l i s t  o f o ld  homesteads o f th o  Doni3ons comes Old D overcourt, the 
rosidenoo o f both Colonels R ichard  L ip p in co tt Denison the F i r s t  and th e  Second* To-day 
i t  has been razod , and i t s  s i t e  occupied by a b u ild in g  32-38 C h u rch ill Lvc. According to  
R obertson's Landmarks o f Toronto or my in te rp r e ta t io n  th e re o f ,  th c ro  were in  f a c t  two 
homostcads on th o 'sa n o  spot and both c a lle d  D ovoroourt. Soo Robortson*s "Landmarks Y o l.l ,  
page 112. The f i r s t  ono was b u i l t  in  1838, tho  soeond ono in  leSS.^Whcrc O ssington L vo ., 
now runs, th e re  was in  1853 a  lano lead in g  through th e  woods and f io ld a  to  tho  houso 
Dovercourt, then  in  tho courao o f  c reo tio n "  an o ld  reco rd  s t a to s .  On th e  l e f t  of th is  
path stood  a f a i r - s iz e d  co ttag o , b u i l t  by Col. George T aylor Denison th e  F i r s t  and used 
la to r  as a d i s t i l l e r y .  Tho trad o  was d iscon tinued  in  1848. Dovorcourt l t s o l f  stood  among 
spacious lawns. Tho wost wing was p u llo d  down in  1094. Some o f Old Dovercourt s t i l l  
romainod aa la to  as 1934, and could be id e n t i f ie d  by th e  t r i p l o  chim ney-stack , th e  only 
one o f i t s  k ind  in  tho  wholo d i s t r i c t .  In  1895, C ol. R.L.Donison tho  Second moved to  
Sorth Grimsby Township, whero ho b u i l t  Inglcmount on th e  Ridgo Rood n ea r Grimsby, whore 
the w rite r  was born in  1910. T his houso was occupied by members of. th e  fam ily  t i l l  1912..
I t  s t i l l  s ta n d s , and I  had the p leasu re  o f in sp e c tin g  i t s  in t e r i o r  l a s t  summer, I t  i s  
p resen tly  occupied by a U krain ian  fam ily c a llo d  Gorichnk.

Old Dovorcourt was named a f to r  a d i s t r i c t  o f Dovorcourt near tho p o rt o f Harwich in  
Sssex In England, th e  homo o f tho  T ay lo rs , T his d i s t r i c t  got i t s  name from the Manor of 
Dovercourt, two m ilos up the r iv o r  S tour from Harwich. In  Saxon tim es , the c a s t le  or 
I anor of Dovercourt belonged to  ono, Ulvinu.0 , who espoused tho cause o f I la ro li  a g a in s t 
' . / i l l i i a ,  iAike o f 11 om andy, and when the war was l o s t ,  U iviauo was d is p o s s e s s e d  Tho



Doveroourt lands woro awarded to a Soman, Alborlo do Verc, whoso youngest daughter 
narrlod Rogor Bigod, Earl of Norfolk. To hor proud and warlike husband wont as a dowry 
the Manor of Dovorcourt. In the course of time, those estates came again into the 
possession of the Crown and were granted to tho Baris of Oxford* A nodorn owner of the 
castle is LoVrea Peak Garland*

Then, one must not forget to nention Heydon Villa, that groat park-liko estate that 
was owned by Col* George Taylor Denison the Third. The nano Hoydon had its  origin in 
tho nano of Bpdon. tho hone town of Captain John Denison. Eeydon Villa is now turaod 
into an apartment block called Heydon Villa ^partnents.

E a r ly  L ife  in  York

In 1821. Elizaboth Sophia Denison, la te r tho wifo of John Pennings Taylor the Eldor, 
wrote a le tte r to her aunt. Mrs* Thomas Denison of London. England. The le tte r is dated 

at York. August 6. 1821, end is presorved in the Ontario Arofclvos* 3ha says in hor lottor 
Ky dear Aunt* I t  is with ouch pleasure, I have again the opportunity or addressing you*
I am afraid from your long silence, ay le tte r of the 20th .• February 1820, In answer 
to your kind one roceivod by ny Papa raust hare miscarried, or I am certain from my extreme 
dosire which I therein expressed of hearing from j<*i and my uncle would hare ensured a 
reply long 'ore th is, but tho le tters by the nail are not transported from this western' 
country with the regularity they arc from England to America. Under that impression, I 
shall again oxpress my thanks to you for your kind le tte r and present aocoopanying i t ,  
also to Hiss Halo for tho drawing of the late Queen of Scotland which sho was kind enough 
in sending mo, which I recoived with an equal pleasure as X did your favours, and I shall 
treasure i t  as a token of her remembrance and although not personally acquainted. I hope 
to bo gratified so such by your kocplng up with mo in future a regular correspondence*?ho 
present will bo favoured by Mrs.Hall* formerly a resident in your city and since ono of 

f  ay most particular friends in York, but through family afflictions is obligod to return 
to her frionds in England. Tho vacation of ay school commenced yesterday, during which, 
part of i t  will be spent on a v is it to the Palls of Niagara, when I hopo to bo able in 
ny next to givo you & fu ll description of them, which I dare say will bo pleasing to you, 
as no dou^t you havo often hoard them praised for their beauty} and tho other p a r t 'f i l l  
be devoted entirely to study. I am about a piece of ocbroldery which I expect to finish 
as soon as I can obtain chenilles to answer tho purpose* but they are rare articles here* 
and I doubt very much if  I can get then a ll , unless I write to England purposely for them* 
Music is a branoh of poll to education I have a great taste for* and my Papa has promised * 
to procure a pianoforte for me, i f  he can meet with ono here, which is likowlso doubtful 
as thore is l i t t le  occasion for them in the wilds of Canada. I mat concludo, my doar 
Dint, with to pray and trusting shortly to have the pleasing sight of a few lines from 
you, and feeling confident that this will reach you safely with my lovo to you and my dear 
Undo, and kindest remembrances to Kiss Hale, in whioh my I'-anaaPapa* and family Join 
no, and I remain, my dear Aunt, your affoctlonato niece, E. Denison*.

Elizabeth Sophia Denison was eighteen years old when sho wrote this letter* The 
Mias Halo roferred to was probably a great friend of Dr. and Mrs. Denison of London. I 
would liko to spoculato that this Kiss Hale was Margaret Halo who lator bo came third wifo . 
to Dr. Thomas Denison. In any event she was a rclativo of 3cv. J . Dixon Halo, whom I 
mentioned earlier in connection with the will of Dr. Thomas Denison. I do not know whothor 
Elizaboth Sophia Donison ever loarned to play the pianoforte or not, but sho was definitely 
musical, as music ran in tho family. Elizabeth Sophia's description of the Palls of 
Niagara would bo very interesting, were i t  preserved to us. However, another ancestor of 
nine, this one on my Mother's side of the houso. Rev. James Lynne Alexander, wrote a long 
poem describing Niagara, called "The Headers of the West* or a Day at the Palls of Niagara 
in 1825" which te lls  a ll that she could have told and more, I havo an ancient printed 
copy of this poem, and thcro is a copy In tho Ontario Archivos.

Captain John Denison died at York. Oct. 28. 1824. and his son. John, died Jan.5,1826*
In the following le tte r of Era.Sophia Denison to Dr. Thomas Denison, London, dated.
Mar, 15, 1626, she te lls  of the shadow of gloom that had fallon across tho lives of tho 
littlo  Denisop family in this early day at York in the wilds of Canada. Sophia Denison 
8ay8i I'y dear Brother, I have Just heard of the Reverend Doctor Strachan going to England, 
which gives me the pleasure of writing to you. (Note: In those early days, such an ovont 
as anyono going on v is it to the old land heralded a lc tto r from cvcryono in

4 0 .
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Sophia Taylor’s C o a t - o f - . ' . r o s * K oto  th e  R i .u t i c a l  C o rd  W hich 
Surrounds th o  S h ie ld  an d  S e e r s  t o  R e c a l l  h o r  

P r iv a te e r s m e n  A n c e s try  in  O ld  H arw ich .



th e  conraonity, overyonc a s k in g  th a t  t h e i r  l e t t e r  ho p o s te d  on a r r i v a l  in  th o  o ld  la n d .)  
Toax l e t t o r  favoured  hy M r. T a y lo r , I  ro co iv cd  w ith  th e  g r e a te s t  p le a s u r e ,  and I  was 
happy to  f in d  you and I 'M . Donison in  good h o a l th .  I  should  have answ ered i t  b e f o r e , 
hut hav ing  so roach s ic k n e ss  and  a f f l i c t i o n  in  my fam ily  has bocn th e  t o t a l  re a s o n  f o r  
ny n o t w r i t in g .  I  am s o r ry  to  s a y , my d e a r  B ro th o r , th a t  th e  s u b je c t  I  am go in g  to  
a e n tio n  to  you, i s  n o t only  as n c lan d h o ly  to  you to  re a d , h u t as  p a in fd l  to  roc to  w r i to .  
L i t t lo  d id  I  th ink-w hen I  w ro te  you l a s t ,  t h a t  t h i s  l e t t e r  would bo so  rauch l i k e  th o  
one you re c e iv e d  f ro n  no l a s t  s p r in g .  (Koto* She w rote a t  th a t  t in e  to  t o l l  o f  h e r  
husband’ s d o a th .)

On tho  f i f t h  o f  Ja n u a ry , a f t e r  a  v ery  sh o r t  i l l n e s s ,  ny door so n , Jo h n , d ep a rted  
t h i s  l i f e .  H is com plain t was a v io lo n t  in f lo r o a t io n  on th o  b r a in  (Note* p ro b ab ly  a 
a a s to id ) ,  which he bore  w ith  C h r is t ia n  p a t ic n c o . T h is b o y , you d id  n o t know, a s  he was 
born in  Canada. I t  i s  h ig h ly  g r a t i f y in g  to  ne when I th in k  what a  good son  and b ro th e r , 
ho w as. I  can s a f e ly  so y , w ith o u t f l a t t e r y ,  t h a t  h i s  c h a ra c te r  was w ith o u t b le m ish . Ho 
was much rc sp c c to d  and b e lo v ed  by a l l  who knew him . H is l o s s ,  I  fo o l to  ny h e a r t ,  a s  ho 
was one o f  ny p ro to c to r s  and p ro v id e r s .  T his i s  a  g r e a t  t r i a l  to  me to  lo s e  b o th  Jo h n s , 
f a th e r  and so n , in  th e  space o f  fo u rtc o n  m onths• My a f f l i c t i o n  i s  g r e a t  ahd ny  tro u b le s  
a re  a lm ost in n u m erab le . My d au g h te r  i s  in  a v ery  bad s t a t e  o f  h e a l th ,  and h as  been so 
fo r  many months p a s t ,  h e r  p re s e n t co m p la in t, which sho now h a s , and what she h as  had 
• in o c  tho  sev en th  o f  l a s t  Septem ber, i s  th o  rheum atism . She has undergone many t r i a l s  
o f  c u re ,  b u t a t  p re s e n t w ith o u t o f f e e t ,  Sho has undergono th e  p a in fu l  o p e ra t io n  o f  a  
c a u s t i c ,  bo in g  th e  p re p a ra t io n  of an i s s u e .  Tho p a in  was most v io le n t ,  f o r  s u re ly  I  
though t f o r  ono hour th a t  sho would havo gone in to  c o n v u ls io n s , b u t i t  co u ld  n o t bo done 
by th e  la n c e t  on accoun t o f  th e  re p e a te d  b l i s t e r s  on th e  v e ry  spo t where i t  was to  be 
done. Tho g re a t  r e l i e f . t h a t  sho has found from what has been done as y o t ,  i s  th e  warn 
bath* Wo havo no p u b lic  b a th in g  p laco s h e ro , so  wo have to  make what we can ,do  in  our 
h o u se s . Her rheum atism  i s  f ix e d  ac ro ss  hor l o i n s ,  and from  h e r  h ip s  down to  h e r  a n k lo s . 
L ast Wtuanor she had tho  p le u r i s y ,  and sh c ,* an d  h e r  poor b ro th e r  th a t  now i s  no moro, had 
th e  i n f lu e n t s ,  a  com plain t th a t  has p re v a i le d  very  much In  t h i s  p a r t  o f  tho  w o rld , and 
which has been f a t a l  to  many,

1 an  vdry  s o r ry  to  s a y , th a t  i t  i s  n o t in  my power a t  p re s o n t ,  to  ta k e  up your 
B ro th e r’ s n o te .  I  roust beg  le a v e  f o r  your p a t ic n c o , as  I  havo n o t th e  monoy a t  p r e s e n t .
I  a s s u re  you , my doar B ro th o r , I  an l o f t  em b arrassed . Do n o t bo s u r p r is e d  when I  t o l l  
you t h a t  M r. Donison kop t th i9  a  s e c r e t  from m e. I  knew n o th in g  o f  i t ,  t i l l  I  re a d  i t  
i n  your l o t t c r .  T’y  d au g h ter d e s i r e s  to  send h e r  b o a t re g a rd s  to  M rs. D enison , and begs 
th a t  she w i l l  oxcusc h e r  n o t w r i t in g  by t h i s  conveyance, as  she i s  v ery  u n w e ll;  b u t she 
w i l l  do h e r s o l f  th e  p le a s u re ,  as  soon as she  g e ts  b e t to r .  P ray  fav o u r mo w ith  a  l e t t o r ,  
as soon as you c o n v e n ie n tly  can , as i t  g iv e s  me g re a t  p le a su re  to  h e a r  from  you b o th .
I  am a f r a id  th a t  I  w i l l  t i r e  you o u t ,  read in g  abou t my t r o u b le s ,  b u t I  w i l l  now conclude 
w ith  n in e  and my so n s ’ and my d au g h te r’ s k in d  love to  you and M rs. D en ison . I  rem ain , 
yours . t r u ly 'a n d  s in c c r o ly ,  S.D.
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* '  » 
The n o te  m entioned abovo i s  th e  one m entioned in  D r. Thomas D e n iso n 's  w il l ,£ 2 7 0 .

L 9  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  w r i t to n  to  a d o c to r , i t  i s  n o t s u r p r ie in g  th a t  th o  l l ln o s s o s  a re  
dosoribod  in  such  d o t a l l .  John D enison, J u n io r ,  e v id e n tly  d ie d  o f  a  m a s to id , o r  tumour 
ot th e  b r a in .  B e tsy , th o  d a ig h tc r ,  a lth o u g h  a p p a re n tly  a  g re a t  s u f fo r o r ,
n e v e r th e le s s  l iv o d  to  th o  age o f  8 8 , * *

Whon E lis a b e th  R u aso ll d io d  In  1922, hor w i l l  re a d  in  p a r t*  "To my bolovfcd f r i e n d ,  
M rs. S ophia D enison, £480 f o r  h e r  so le  and se p a ra to  u so  o xo lusivo  o f  h o r husband , and 
fo r  which h e r  r e c e ip t  alono s h a l l  bo good, t h i s  bequoat to  bo. so se cu red  th a t  th e  s a id  
Sophia Denison s h a l l  have and enjoy th e  i n t e r e s t  th e re o f  d u r in g  h e r  l i f o ,  th e  p r in c ip a l  
th e re o f  to  bo l e t  ou t o r  v e s te d  in  la n d s  f o r  th e  s o le  u s e  o f  h e r  d a u g h to r , E lis a b e th  
D enison, To my f r i e n d ,  John D enison, h o r husband, I  le av e  and b e n e a t h  £ 5 0 , and any 
debt o r d eb ts  ho nay happen to  owe me a t  th e  tim e o f  my d e c e a se ."  I t  would ap p ea r th a t*  
John D enison had been in  th e  h a b i t  o f borrow ing  from JU ss B u s se ll  a s  w e ll  as  from hor 
b ro th e r ,  P e te r  H u s s o ll .  I t  i s  s a id  th a t  th e  D eniaons had p r io r  to  t h i s  always expeetod  
a la rg e  sh a re  o f tho  P u s s o l l  fo r tu n e  a t  tho  dcccaso o f  th e  two B u s se lls  who had no 
le g a l h e i r s .  The D erisons wore d isa p p o in te d  in  t h i s  hopo.



A G re a t K i s ta k e  in  C a p ta in  Jo h n  D tn i9 o n ?s W il l  Causes G rea t 
C oncom  and  D iv id e s  H is C h i ld re n - and Widow

42

C a p ta in  John  DOnison w ro te  h i s  l a s t  W ill  and  T estam en t h in e o l f  w ith o u t b e n e f i t  o f  a  
s k i l l o d  la w y e r .  As alw ays h ap p en s  in  su ch  c o s e s  th e r e  was a  g ro a t  ra is tak o  in  i t .  As 
p o in te d  o u t to  me by ray good f r i e n d .  K a r t in  K e ls o , th o  Crown A tto rn e y , John  D o n iso n 's  
w i l l  d is p o s e s  o f  h i s  r e a l  e s t a t e  o n ly , and does n o t  raako p ro v is io n  f o r  th o  d i s p o s i t i o n  
o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r ty .  A cc o rd in g  to  S o p h ia  D cn icon , th e  c h i e f  e r r o r  was t h a t  John 
D enison d id  n o t  u s e  th e  p h r a s e ,  "and  h i s  h e i r s  and a s s ig n s "  i n  m e n tio n in g  th o
v a r io u s  b o n o f io l& r ic s .  T h is  r e s u l t e d  i n  th o  b e q u o s ts  c o n s t i t u t i n g  o n ly  l i f e  e s t a t e ^ .
T h is m eant t h a t  when th e  v a r io u s  b r o th e r s  ond s i s t e r  d lo d  th e  e s t a t o  t h a t  h ad  f a l l o n  
to  them w ent to  th e  h e i r - a t - l a w ,  w h ich ,b y  th e  o ld  r i p h t  o f  p r im o g e n itu re  and m ale 
suvm »88ionf cau sed  a l l  C a p ta in  John  D en iso n ’ s p ro p e r ty  to  como i n  tim e  in to  th e  hands 
o f  th o  o ld e s t  so n . C o lo n e l G eorge T a y lo r  D enison  th o  F i r s t  o f  B e lle v u o . I  h av e  no 
re c o rd  o f  w hat a rran g em en ts  G eorge made w ith  h i s  b r o th e r ,  Thomas John  D en ison  o f  W eston, 
b u t c e r t a i n l y  th o  a rran g em en ts  w i th  h i s  s i s t e r ,  B e ts y , w e re , i n  th o  o p in io n  o f  Jo h n  
F e n n in g s -T a y lo r  th o  E ld e r ,  h e r  husband , m ost u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  John  F en n in g s T a y lo r  
c e r t a i n l y  was n o t  what co u ld  be c a l l e d  p o o r , and p ro b a b ly  o a r  a n c o s to r ,  G eo rg e , d id  n o t 
f e d  h e  was d o in g  any wrong in  a c c e p t in g  what h ad  f a l l e n  to  him  due to  th e  m is ta k e  i n  th* 
w i l l .  I f  any p r e s e n t  member o f  th o  fa m ily  o b je c t  to  my t o l l i n g  t h i s  t a l e ,  I  an  su re  
th ey  w i l l  f o rg iv e  mo when th e y  c o n s id e r  t h a t  money was re g a rd e d  in  a  d i f f o r e n t  an d  much 
more im p o rta n t l i g h t  th a n  i t  i s  even  re g a rd e d  to - d a y .  I n  th o s e  d a y s , w ith o u t m oney, ono 
was d e f i n i t e l y  a  p a u p c r i  th e r e  w ere no o ld  age p e n s io n s , m others*  a l lo w a n c e s ,a n d  such# 
»*nd w ith o u t  money ono had  to  r e l y  on th o  c h a r i t y  o f  r e l a t i n c s  o r  s t a r v o .  I t  can  bo 
r o a d i ly  soon  why C o l. G .T .D en ison  th e  F i r s t ,  when he d ie d  in  1853, l o f t  an e s t a t e  w hich 

wad--the l a r g e s t  p ro b a te d  in  O n ta r io  u p  to  t h a t  t im e . Ho n o t o n ly  r .cco iv cd  a l l  th e  
D enison m oney, b u t  he r e c e iv e d  a  n ic e  dowry from  oach  o f  h i s  fo u r  w iv e s .  Ho was a l s o  
v e ry  c lo v o r  in  b u s in e s s i  and  ho in c re a s e d  h i s  h o ld in g s ,  by w ise  in v e s tm e n ts  a s  w e l l  as  
h a rd  w ork . Ono r e c o r d  s t a t e s  t h a t  when he d io d  he h e ld  o v e r 1000 a c r e s  o f  la n d  in  w hat 
i s  now th o  C i ty  o f  T o ro n to , p ro b a b ly  a n o th e r  1000 a c r e s  in  W eston and  Richmond H i l l ,  and 
£250,000. He was a  good f a t h e r  and  p ro v id e d  w e l l  f o r  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  I  w i l l  now g iv o  you 
C ap ta in  John  D e n is o n 's  w i l l ,  an d  th e  L e t t e r s  o f  A d m in is tra t io n  i s s u e d  to  S o p h ia  D enison 
in  th e  e s t a t e  o f  John  D en iso n , J u n io r .

Home D i s t r i c t  )
S u rro g a te  C o u rt ) By Y f i l l ia n  W arren B a ldw in , E s q u iro ,  S u r ro g a te  f o r  th o  Home

D i s t r i c t  o f  th e  P ro v in c e  c f  U pper C anada,
. To A l l  to  whom th e s e  p r e s e n ts  s h a l l  co r.c . G re e tin g —-----

Itnow y o , -  T h a t on th e  day  and  c’a t c  h e r e o f ,  b e fo re  m e, a t  York i n  D i s t r i c t  and  P ro v in c o  
a f o r e s a id  was p ro v ed , a p p ro v e d , and in s in u a te d  th e  l a s t  W ill and T estam en t o f  John 
D enison, l a t o  o f  th e  Tow nship o f  York in  D i s t r i c t  end T ro v in cc  a f o r e s a id ,  E s q u ir e ,  
d co o aso d # (h av in g  w h i l s t  ho l i v e d ,  ond a t  th e  tim e o f  h i s  d e a th ,  d iv e r s  Goods ^nd 
C h a t te l s ,  R ig h ts  and C ro d i ts  w i th in  th o  s a id  Homo D i s t r i c t )  a  t r u e  copy Whoroof i s  
h e reu n d e r w r i t t e n ,  and  th o  e x e c u tio n  o f  th e  s a id  l a s t  W ill  and T ostnm en t i s  h e reb y  
com nittod  to  S o o h ia  D enison o f  th e  Tow nship o f  York in  D i s t r i c t  and  P ro v in co  a f o r e s a i d .  
Widow, o f  th o  oaad John  D en iso n , th e  o n ly  S x o cu to r in  t h e  l a s t  W ill  and T estam en t nam ed, - 
who b o in g  d u ly  sworn w e ll and t r u o ly  to  a d m in is te r  th e  Goods an d  C h a t to l s ,  R ig h ts  and  *  
C re d its  o f  th e  s a id  D eceased , and  to  e x h i b i t  a  t r u e  and p e r f o c t  In v e n to ry  t h e r e o f ,  
to g e th e r  w ith  a  J u s t  an d  t r u e  acco u n t o f  su ch  A d m in is tr a t io n  u n to  th e  R e g is to ry  o f  th o  
S o rrogato  C o u rt o f  th o  s a id  Home D i s t r i c t  when she  s h a l l  b o * th e re u n to  la w f u l ly  r e q u i r e d .

I n  te s tam o n y  w horoof I  have s o t  my hand  and s e a l  o f  th e  s a id  C o u r t ,  t h i s  T h i r te e n th  
day o f  Ju n e  In  th o  Y ear o f  Our L o rd , Ono th o u s a n d , e ig h t  hundred  and tw e n ty - s ix .

W.W. B aldw in , S u r r o g a te ,  Home D i s t r i c t ,  1 3 th  Juno  1826 . *
f .  Chowfctt, R o g i s t r a r .

A t r u o  copy o f  tho  l o s t  W ill an d  T estam en t o f  John  D on ison , l a t e  o f  th e  Tow nship 
of York in  y io  Home D i s t r i c t  o f  th e  P ro v in c e  o f  Upper C anada, E s q u ire ,  D e c e a se d -— —



/



In  th e  Nemo o f Cod, Amen—  Tho N inth  day o f  A p r i l ,  1024, I ,  John Dcni»on o f  th e  
County o f  York in  Upper Canada, I c in g  s ic k  and weak in  body, h u t o f  p e r f e c t  n in d  and 
memory, thanks he to  God,— T herefo re  c a l l in g  un to  n in d  tho  m o r ta l i ty  o f  ny body, end 
knowing th a t  i t  i s  appo in ted  to  a l l  men once to  d ie ,  do make and o rd a in  t h i s  ay  l a s t  
W ill and T estam ent-—That i s  to  say p r in c ip a lly .a n d  f i r s t  o f a l l ,  I  g iro  and rcconncnd 
ny sou l in to  th e  hands o f Almighty Cod th a t  gave i t ,  and ny body I  rcconsend to  th e  
o a rtb  to  bo b u r ie d  in  decent C h r is t ia n  b u r ia l  a t  th o  d is c r e t io n  o f  my E x e c u tr ix , 
no th ing  doubting  bu t a t  th e  G eneral R e su rre c tio n , I  s h a l l  re c e iv e  the sane ag a in  by th e  
n ig h ty  power o f Cod, and as touch ing  such w orld ly  c s ta t.c  w ith  which i t  has p le ase d  Cod 
to  b lo ss  mo in  t h i s  L i f e ,—I g iv e  and d ev ise  and d ispose  o f  th e  same in  th e  fo llo w in g  
nannor and fonn , I  g ive and bequeath to  ny d ea rly  beloved  w ifo , Sophia D enison, whom I 
lik ew ise  c o n s t i tu te  make and o rd a in  my so le  E x ec u trix  o f  t h i s  my l a s t  W ill and T estam ent, 
a l l  and s in g u la r  my Lands, Hessuages and Tenements by h e r  f r e e ly  to  be nossossed  and 
enjoyed du rin g  h er l i f e ,  w ith  a l l  ny household goods. D ebt, and novcablo  T -ffocts—

I  g iro  and bequeath  to  my son , George T aylor D enison, a f t e r  my w ife ,. Sophia D enison, 
decoasc, Lot#3 in  tho 4 th  Concession in  th o  Township o f York, w ost o f Yongo S t r e e t ,  and 
th en  f o r  him to  leav e  i t  tc  h is  C hildron  as he p lc a s o s .

I  g ive and bequeath  to  my son , Thomr.3 John D enison, a f to r  ny w ifo  decease . Lot #5 
in  tho 4 th  Concession in  tho  Township o f York, west o f  Yongo S t r e e t  f o r  h i s  L i f e ,  and 
then to  come to  h is  w ifo , so long  as she con tinue  h is  widow—I t  i s  my w ish th a t  t h i s  
arrangem ent s h a l l  be f u l f i l l e d  so f o r —a f t e r  th is  I  loawo i t  to  ray so n , Thomas John 
D enison, to  leav e  to  h is  C hild ren  as he p lo a so s—

I  g ive end boqueath  to  ny son , C harlos D enison, a f to r  my w ife  d e c e a se . Lot #5 in th o  
5 th  C oncession, west o f Yongc 3 tr e o t  in  th e  Township o f  York— I t  i s  my d o s iro  th a t  th i s  
L ot a f to r  npr son , C harles D enison, decease , s h a l l  go to  h is  malo h e i r ,  i f  ho has no male 
h o i r ,  i t  must go to  th e  male h e i r s  a t  law, and bo con tinue  fo ro v e r—th e  fonco w hich goes 
round»the bury ing-ground , I  re q u e s t th ey  w ill keep in  good and s u b s ta n t ia l  r e p a i r ,

I  a ls o  g ive and boqueath to  my son , John D enison, a f t e r  my w ife d e c e a se . Lot -^4 in  
th e  5 th  C oncession, w est o f Yongo S t r e e t ,  in  tho Township o f York.

I  lik e w ise  give to  ray sons, C harles and John D enison, A fto r my w ife  deccaso , Fark 
Lot #25, and tho so u th  h a l f  o f P ark  Lot #26 in  th e  Township o f  York,

i  a ls o  g ive and bequeath  to  my dau g h ter, E liz a b e th  Sophia Denison and h er h e i r s , a f t o r  
my w ife , Sophia Donison, decease , B ro o k fie ld  House, w ith  fo u r a c re s  o f  la n d  ac ro ss  th e
f ro n t  o f  th e  sou th  p a r t  of Lot #25 in  tho  Township o f  Y ork .----

And I  do hereby d isa llo w , revoke and a in u l a l l  and every  form er T estam en ts, W ills ,  
L egacies and B equests, and E xecutors by me in .a n y  ways befo ro  nanod, w ille d  and be<$icathed 
r a t i f y in g  and confirm ing  t h i s  and no o th e r to  my l a s t  W ill and T estam ent.

In  w itn ess  w horcof, I  havo hereunto  s e t  ny hand and s e a l ,  th e  day and y o ar abovo 
w r i t te n .

S igned, S ea led , P u b lish ed , Pronounced and D eclared by th e  s a id  John Denison a s  h is  
l a s t  W ill end Tostarcwnt in  th e  prcscnco o f u s  S u b sc rib e rs ,

Legal S e a l, S igned , John D enison,
V itn o sse s i J u l iu s  M. Sandford,' John G orton, C h e s te r f ie ld  S&ndford,
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L e tto ra  o f  A d m ln is tra tjo n  in  th e  E s ta te  o f .Jo h n D o n iso n th e  Younger 
Home D is t r i c t  ) ........................ ............................
a b r o g a te  C ourt) L e tte r s  o f  A d m in is tra tio n  to  the E s ta te  o f  tho la to  John Denison

th o  Younger o f th e  Township o f  York in  th o  Home D is t r i c t  o f  th e  
P rovince o f Upper Canada, Yeoman, Doceased:

By W illiam  Warren Baldw in, E sq u ire , S u rrogate  f o r  th e  Homo D is t r i c t  o f  th e  Provinoo 
o f  Upper Canada. Wheroas Sophia Denison o f  tho Township o f York in  tho  Home D i s t r i c t  and 
Province a f o r e s a id ,  widow, d id  by her P e t i t io n  to  nc d ir e c te d  s e t  f o r th  th a t  th e  sa id  
John Denison tho  youngor, h e r so n , dep arted  t h i s  l i f e  on o r about th e  f i f th - d a y  o f  
January in  th e  yoar o f  Our Lord one Thousand, e ig h t Hundred and tw e n ty -s ix . I n t e s t a t e ,  
possessed  o f  some p erso n a l and r e a l  E s ta te  w ith in  th e  Homo D ia t r io t  o f  th o  s a id  P rov ince 
*nd th a t  the P o ti t io n o r  i s  ad v ised  o f  Counsol, th a t  sho I s  w e ll and b e a t e n t i t l e d  to  tako 
out L o tte rs  o f  A d m in is tra tio n  o f  tho Goods and C h a tte ls ,  R igh ts and C re d i ts ,  which were 
o f  tho s a id  John Denison th e  Youngor a t  th e  tin o  o f  h is  d e a th , o r la w fu lly  ac c ru in g  
w ith in  th e  sa id  Home D i s t r i c t ,  The P e t i t io n e r  hav ing  prayed no th a t  L e t te r s  o f  A d n in ie t-  
- r a t io n  m ight be g ra i to d  u n to  h e r .  o f  a l l  and s in g u la r  tho  Goods and C h a tto ls ,  R ights



and C redit® , which wero o f  th e  s a id  John Denison th e  younger, d o cco icd , a t  th o  t i n e  ot  
h is  doath  o r  la w fu lly  a c c ru in g  w ith in  th e  s a id  Hone D i s t r i c t ,  upon th e  p e t i t i o n e r  g iv in g  
th e  u su a l s e c u r i ty  f a i t h f u l l y  to  ad m ln is to r  th e  sano acco rd in g  to  Law. A d m in is tra tio n , 
th e re fo r e ,  o f  a l l  and s in g u la r  th e  Goods and- C h a tte ls ,  Bight® and C re d i ts ,  e t c . ,  aa 
a f o r e s a id ,  i s  hcrohy g ra n te d  u n to  th e  s a id  Sophia D enison, she hav ing  g iv en  Bond u n to  th e  
R e g is try  o f  th o  S u rro g a te  C ourt a fo ro s a id  and made o a th  f a ih h f u l ly  to  a d m in is to r  th e  some 
acoord lng  to  Law, and ronder a  j u s t  and  t ru e  account o f  th e  L d n in is t r a t io n  when sho s h a l l  
ho th e re u n to  la w fu lly  r e q u ir e d .

Given undor my hand and s e a l  o f th e  s a id  C ourt th e  t h i r t e e n th  o f  A p ril i n  th e  year 
o f Our L ord , one Thousand, e ig h t  Hundrod and tw o n ty -s ix .
If. C h cw itt, R e g is t r a r .  W.W. Baldw in, S u rro g a te , Home D i s t r i c t .
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L o tto r  o f  Sophia Denison to  D r. Thomas D enison, co rn e r o f  Stone S t r e e t  and T o tten *  
-ham Court Rood, London, E ngland, C a rr ie d  hy John T a y lo r . * I

Y ork, U .C ., K erch 1 5 th , 1825. ;
My dear F rio n d ,

I  w i l l  onco more endeavour to  accom plish a  dosign  which I  havo so many tim es 
a ttem p ted  to  do , h u t my h o a lth  b e in g  so ouch im paired  and my s p i r i t s  so  m c h  o p p ressed  
sinoo  l a s t  autumn th a t  I  r e a l ly  do n o t fo o l l i k e  m y se lf . I  t r u s t  and hope th a t  you havo 
hy t h i s  t i n e  re c e iv e d  a  l e t t e r  to  a p p r is e  you o f  t h a t  m elancholy d e a th  o f  ray doar 
Husband which took  p la c e  on th e  2Bth o f  O ctober l a s t  a t  7 o 'c lo c k  in  tho  m orning a f t o r  
a lo n g  and l in g e r in g  i l l n e s s  which he boro w ith  r e s ig n a tio n  and f o r t i t u d e .  T h is  touches 
me to  th e  h e a r t .  I  m ust, my doar F rie n d , change t h i s  d ep re ss in g  s u b je c t .  I  waa l a s t  
November tak en  i l l  and rem ain so f o r  somo tim e and have been ouch in d isp o sed  a l l  w in te r ,  
so t o t a l l y  b o n fin e d  to  tho  houso th a t  I  have n o t been a b le  to  g e t ou t even upon b u s in o ss  
which re q u ire d  my e a r l i o s t  a t t e n t io n .  Your poor B ro th e r made h is  w i l l .  I  have no doubt 
b u t you w i l l  be s u rp r is e d  when 1 t o l l  you he mado i t  h im s e lf , and I  an s o r ry  to  say  th a t  
ho has mado a  g ro g t b lundor in  i t ,  t u t  poor fo llo w  a l l  I  cou ld  do o r  say I  cou ld  n o t 
p r e v a i l  on him to  th e  c o n tra ry , ho has l e f t  th e  whole o f  h is  p ro p e r ty  to  mo f o r  my l i f e ,  
a f t e r  t h a t ,  tho  C h ild ren  tak o  i t  acco rd in g  to  h ie  d i r e c t io n .  Hy son , G eorgo, i s  in  
p o sse ss io n  o f  th e  p ro p e r ty  h i s  f a th e r  l o f t  him , and has boon in  p o sse s s io n  ev e r s in o o  
ho has been m a rr ie d , bp.‘t  he has no t go t tho doed o f i t .  That i s  to  rem ain w ith  a o ,  id a o  
my so n , C h a rle s , and Jo h n , and my d au g h te r , a re  l iv in g  w ith  mo, os th o y  aro  a l l  s i n g l e .  
Whatever he has l e f t  to  h is  c h i ld r e n ,  he has l e f t  i t  to  them and t h e i r  h e i r s  b u t n o t 
t h e i r  a s s ig n s .  T h is ho d id  w ith  a  view to  sccuro  tho p ro p e r ty  f o r  th 6  b e n e f i t  o f  h i s  own 
c h ild ro n , b u t ho has mado a very  se rio u s  m is tak e  in  what he has l o f t  to  C harles and Jo h n , 
as ho has n o t m entioned th e i r  h e i r s  and a s s ig n s ,  so o f  courso th e so  lan d s  ho has g iven  
to  them amount to  n o th in g  moro th an  a l i f o  e s t a t o .  I t  thon  w i l l  go to  my so n , G eorgo, as 
h e i r - a t - l a w .  So i f  ovor th eso  two boys a re  m arried  and havo any fa m ily , and d o a th  sh o u ld  
tako  them b e fo re  th o i r  w iv es , o f  courso  th e  poor c h ild re n  and t h e i r  m others a re  t r u ly  
thrown o u t o f  every th ing*  T his c e r t a in ly  makes mo vory  unhappy, as  i t  i s  a  shocking  
th in g .  T his i s  n o t on ly  a v ery  h a rd  case  b u t a  vory c ru e l  one, a s  th o  v ery  lan d s my poor 
Jack  has l o f t  them , th e se  two boys o b ta in ed  by th o i r  s t r i c tn o s s  o f  a t t e n t io n  to  b u s in e ss  

and in d u s t ry .  (Notot C harlos and John had e lo a re d  th o so  lands th o o s o lv e s .)  Your b ro th e r  
would n o t havo done i t  in te n t io n a l ly ,  th a t  I  am eo n fid o n t o f ,  f o r  co u ld  he b u t know I t ,  
he would be vory unhappy. I  b lo s s  tho  Almighty God, a lth o u g h  I  am l e f t  a  widow, I  am 
n o t l e f t  e n t i r e ly  u n p ro te c te d , f o r  I  an b le sso d  w ith  so b e r , e toady  and in d u s t r io u s ,  
a f f e c t io n a te  C h ild re n . Your poor B ro ther l o f t  mo e x e c u tr ix  to  h is  w i l l ,  and no p erso n  
o lso  b u t m y so lf, w hich , a t  tho  tim o ho proposod i t ,  I  mado /## ovory o b je c t io n , b u t n o t 
one o f  them would he h e a r  t o ,  I  w ish v e ry  m c h  ho had ta k e n  my ad v ice  in  g e t t in g  a 
p ro fe s s io n a l man to  havo mado h i s  w i l l ,  and thon th c ro  would n o t havo been th e  om issions 
th o ro  a re  now, What I  havo oncloscd  in  t h i s  l o t t o r ,  I  havo no doubt you w i l l  have any 
o b je o tlo n  In  ta k in g  a sh a re  o f  w ith  me, I  w ish from my h e a r t ,  my d ea r F rie n d , t h a t  I  were 
l iv in g  w ith in  a  few m ile s  o f  you, so t h a t . I  co u ld  havo th e  p le a su re  o f  a sk in g  fo r  your 
ad v ico , n o t on ly  in  my a f f a i r s  In t*xs in c s s ,  b u t a ls o  in  tho  m odioal l i n o ,  Thon, I  shou ld  
hope I  oould g o t some r o l i e f  from th a t  p a in fu l com pla in t, tho  rheum atism , what I  am so 
much tro u b le d  w ith  in  my hoad. I  an a f r a i d  1 havo t r i e d  your p& tinnco. I  w i l l  conclude 
w ith  ray sons and daugh ter u n i t i n g  w ith  me i n  k in d  lo v e  to  you and M rs. D enison,and 
b c lio v o  me, your s in c c ro  F rie n d , 3 . D enison.



Duo to  th o  g ro a t  c o n tro v e rsy  in  th e  fa m ily  co n c e rn in g  th e  d iv i s io n  o f  th e  c s t a to  
o f  C ap ta in  John  D en ison , th o ro  h ad  been much h a rd  f e o l in g .  Goorgc had  n o t been  to  seo  
h ie  m other f o r  f i f t o e n  o f  e ig h te e n  m onths. G o o r g o  had h e a rd  t h a t  th o  fa m ily  h ad  been 
co rre sp o n d in g  w ith  h ia  u n c le ,  Dr> Thomas D enison o f  London, and  George was r a t h e r  unhappy 
abou t th e  wholo th in g .  So ho d e te rm in ed  to  go to  E n g lan d , ta k e  w ith  him  w hat docum ents 
and l o t t e r e  he h a d , and endoavour to  convinwo h i s  u n d o - t h a t  he had  a c te d  J u s t l y ,  and 
a s  a  man occusod  to  j u s t i f y  h i m s o l f . ( i n c i d e n t a l l y , t h i s  was th o  o c c a s io n  whon George 
v l s i t o d  th o  C o lleg o  o f  H o ra ld s  in  London, and en q u ire d  co n c e rn in g  o u r c o o t -o f - a rm s .)

, E a r ly  in  June 1827, Gcorgo b ro k o  h i s  lo n g  s i l e n c e ,  and v i s i t e d  h i s  m o th e r a t  
B ro o k f ie ld  Houso. Ho t o l d  h o r  o f  h i s  in t e n t io n  o f  v i s i t i n g  E ng land , and  a sk ed  i f  sho  had  
any l o t t o r s  w hich sho w ished  d e l iv e r e d ,  The fo l lo w in g  i s  th o  l e t t e r  w hich S o p h ia  Donison 
w ro te , and w hich Gcorgo d e l iv e r e d  to  h i s  u n d o  a t  T ottenham  C o u rt R oad , c o rn e r  o f  S tono  
S tro o t*  London.

A t t h i s  t im e , George D enison had been  a  widowor f o r  fo u r  y o a r s ,  and  had  been  tho  
f a th e r  o f  e ig h t  c h i ld r e n ,  s i x  o f  whom were l i v i n g  a t  th e  t im o . W hile in  London, George 
mot h i s  sooond w if e ,  K a r ia  T a y lo r , who was a  s i s t e r  o f  h i s  b r o th e r - in - la w ,  John  F onnings 
T a y lo r , th e  E ld e r .  They woro a l l  f i r s t  c o u s in s .  B efo re  le a v in g  E n g lan d , he m a rr ie d  h o r 
in  London, on Soptombor th o  f i r s t ,  ohd b ro u g h t h e r  b re k  w ith  him to  Y ork , U pper C anada.
I  havo n o t  boon a b le  to  d is c o v e r  a t  what ch u rch  th e y  wore m a rr ie d , a s  th e  g e n e ra l  r o g i s t r y  
o f  such in fo rm a tio n  a t  Som erset H ouse, London, d id ' n o t b e g in  t i l l  s o v c ra l  y e a rs  l a t e r .
I  su sp e c t t h a t  th e  m a rrlag o  o c c u rro d  a t  one o f  th o  ch u rch es named S t .  G i lo s .

. Tho c h i ld  w hich th ey  h a d , F re d e r ic k  George D en iso n , l iv e d  o n ly  betw een  S e p t .  6 ,
1828 and S e p t .  2 6 , 1828 . Duo to  co m p lic a tio n s  fo llo ? / in g  t h i s  b i r t h ,  K a r ia  T a y lo r  D enison 
th o  m other d io d  a t  O ld B e llc v u o , F eb . 2 , 1831. T h is  may havo been  a n o th e r  cau se  o f  
John Fennings T a y lo r  th o  E ld e r  f e o l in g  b i t t e r  tow ards G oorgc, a s  T ay lo r  may havo h o ld  
George ro sp o n s ib lo  f o r  h i s  s i s t e r *  M a r ia 's  d e a th ,  though  I  havo no ev id en co  to  su p p o r t 
t h i s  in fo re n c o . Horo i s  th o  l e t t e r ,  w hich i s  d a te d  a t  Y ork , Jan e  1 1 th , 1827.
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My d o a r B ro th e r ,
D o u b tle s s , ray d o a r  B ro th o r , you w i l l  bo g r e a t ly  s u r p r i s e d  a t  r e c o iv in g  t h i s  

l e t t e r  from  th o  hands o f  ray so n , George D enison; n o t  more s o , w i l l  bo your s u r p r i s e  th a n  
mino was a  fow even ings ag o , a f t e r  k e e p in g  h im s e lf  from  me f o r  f i f t e e n  o r  o lg h tc c n  m onths, 
th e n  c a l l i n g  m ere ly  to  say  t h a t  ho was g o in g  to  E ng land , and  t h a t  i f  I  h ad  any l e t t e r  to
sen d , he would tak o  i t -----a t  th o  same, t i n e  t o l l i n g  me t h a t  he had  g o t a  copy o f  h i s  f a t h e r 's
w i l l ,  an d  o th o r  docum ents and p a p e rs—  th e n  ho s a y s - —” 03  i t  i s  r e p o r te d  I  have ro b b ed  
th o  fam ily*—  th a t  conv inces no t h a t  he i s  s u s p ic io u s  o f  me. T h e re fo re ,  I  have no o b je c t io n  
to  your showing him my l o t t o r s  to  you f o r  my d e fe n c e . A lso , ny d a u g h te r  w ishes me to  say  
th a t  sh’o w i l l  be vo ry  much o b lig e d  to  h e r  a u n t to  do th o  samo f o r  h e r .  I  have ev e ry  
reaso n  to  b t l io v o  J ;h a t my son Gcorgo*s docum ents and p a p e rs  a r c  a  c o l l e c t i o n  from  a l l  
q u a r te r s ,  and th a t  th e y  a ro  f o r  th e  i n t e n t  p  u rp o so  o f  co n v in c in g  y o u , i f  he p o s s ib ly  can , 
o f  th o  many so rv io o s  w hich he h as  been  to  mo s in c e  th e  d e a th  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ,  and o f  th e  
o f f  o r  which ho mado to  h i s  b r o th e r ,  C h a r le s , w hich was to  g i r o  him a  deed o f  a  p ie c e  o f  
la n d  whero I  l i v o ,  p ro ^ id o d  h i s  b ro th e r  C h a rle s  g iv e s  up  th e  b u ry in g -g ro u n d  l o t .  T h is ,  
C h arles  th o u g h t was u n re a so n a b le  on t h i s  acco u n t th a t  y o u r B ro th o r  p a t  h i s  b u s in e s s  in to  
h is  son C h a r lo s '  hands when ho l e f t  Canada f o r  E ng land , so o f  co u rse  a l l  d e b ts  c o n tra o to d  
sinoo  th a t  tim o , and  I  may say  b o fo ro  th a t  t im e , s ta n d  a g a in s t  C h a r lo s ,  a s  poor Mr .D enison  
g o t C h a rle s  to  p la c e  h i s  nomo on many p a p e rs  w ith  h i s  own. T h is  has em b arra ssed  C h a rlo s  
vo ry  rauoh-—  and th e n  f o r  George to  w rnt th o  l o t  I  have m en tioned  a s  a  com pensa tion  f o r  th o
o th o r  l o t  was too  m uch.------ My so n , C h a r lo s . h as  been ex tre m e ly  i l l  a l l  t h i s  s p r in g  w ith
a fo v o r and an in flam m atio n  on h i s  lu n g s , b u t i s  now somewhat b e t t e r .  Ky sons aftd d aa g h to r  
d c s iro  t h e i r  k in d  lo v o  to  you and M rs, D en ison . M r. Jo h n  T ay lo r  bogs M s  C om plim ents.
I  rem ain , y o u rs  t r u ly  and s i n c e r e l y ,  S . D en ison .

P .3 . I  hope th a t  you w i l l  do me th o  fa v o u r  to  w r i te  me. ^

Hero i s  a  l o t t c r  by John  F onnings T ay lo r  th o  E ld e r  to  M s  m o th e r - in - la w , SopM a D en ison , 
who was in o id c n ta l ly  a lo o  M s  a u n t ,  and i t  io  in  t h i s  monnor t h a t  ho alw ays ad d ro sso s  
h o r ,  Tho l c t t o r  i s  d a te d  a t  T o ro n to , 2 1 s t O o teb o r, 1839, and b e g in s .  My d o a r Aunt*
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A rm oria l B o o k -P la te  o f  C olonel George T a y lo r  D enison th e  F i r s t  Taken from  
an  O r ig in a l  to  bo Found in  th o  Old Foinily  B ib le  w hich u so d  to  bo 

i n  S t .  G oo rg e 's  C hapol, D o v crco u rt.

Tho abovo c o a t-o f-a rm s  i s  ro co rd cd  to  b e lo n g  to  John D en ison , B ro o k fio ld  
Houso, Y ork, Upper C anada. In  h e r a ld ic  term s i t  i-s d c s c r ib a b lo  th u s i  
"A rg e n t, a  bend s a b le  betw een a u n ic o r n 's  head  o ra so d  gu los in  c h io f  and 
a o r o s s - c r o s s lo t  f i t c h 6  o f  tho  l a s t  in  b a s o . C ro s t:  A d tx to r  c u b i t  arm in  
b en d , r e s te d  a z u re ,  c u ffo d  a r g e n t ,  hand p ro p e r p o in t in g  w ith  f o r e f in g e r  to  
an o s t o i l o  o r . " .  T h is  iB th e  b o o k -p la to  which George had mado u p  in  E ngland  
when ho v i s i t e d  th a t  c o u n try  as ro co rd cd  o lscw h cro . In  1905, A dm iral John 
D onison s a y s ,  d is c o v e r in g  th a t  o u r arms was no lo n g o r  c o r r e c t  fo r  our 
C anadian  fa m ily , I  p a id  in to  th e  C o lleg e  o f  H o ra ld s , London, £ 5 0 . ,  and 
had  them d i f f e r e n c e  our arms to  d i s t in g u i s h  our C anadian  b ran ch  o f  tho  
fa m ily  from  tho  E n g lis h  fa m ily  h e r a l d i c a l l y .
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My dear A unt, _ _ _ _  _ ,
I  am induced to  add ress th o  fo llo w in g  l e t t o r  to  you from a sonso  o f  du ty  I  owe to  

Botay and h o r c h i ld re n :  pnd aa tho  su b je c t abou t to  bo c n tc ro d  upon, may n o t. haro 
o ccu rr od to  you in  as  f o ro ib lc  a  l i g h t ,  ao I  doubt n o t i t  w i l l  h e r e a f t e r ,  I  must a t  the 
samo tim e o a rn o e tly  re q u e s t th a t  you w i l l  n o t dean mo g u i l ty  o f  b e in g  a c tu a to d  by any 
im proper m otivo in  thu9 draw ing your a t to n t io n  to  i t . —

Tho to p ic  ro fo r ro d  t o ,  i s  tho  ro a l  p ro p e r ty , w hich, undor th o  w i l l  o f  my Unplo.was 
s e t t l e d  upon you as to n an t f o r  l i f o j — Tho u n w arran tab le  p o sse s s io n  th e ro o f ,  takon  by 
Goorgo ( i t  b e in g  w ith o u t y o u r sa n c tio n  o r d c a iro )  i s  tho  oauso o f  co m p la in t, and which 
I  am q u ito  o o r ta in  you w i l l  r e a d i ly  adm it to  bo n a t u r a l .—

I s h a l l  commonoo from th o  y ea r 182S whon Goorgo assumod th o  payment o f c o r ta in  
dob ts  o f th o  E s ta to ,  which I  w i l l  c a l l  round ly  £300, b u t o f co u rse  you w i l l  w e ll know 
thoy wore muoh w ith in  th a t  com pass, and from tho  samo p e r io d , he has tak en  p o sse ss io n  
o f  n e a rly  th e  whole o f  th e  r e a l  and c o r ta in ly  a l l  o f tho  p e rso n a l p ro p e r ty , and rcco ivod  
th o  b e n o f i t  a r i s in g  th c ro fro m .—

How tho  o rd in a ry  p o rso n a l p ro p o rty  a t  C harles* doceaso , I  cannot from memory givo 
you an accu ra te  accoun t o f ,  and n o ith o r  perhaps con you , bu t I  b c lio v o  tho fo llo w in g  
Schodulo w i l l  be found c o r re c t  as  f a r  as  i t  com prises th e  C h a tto ls  th c ro in  m entioned,. 
(▼1*0
Two Lumber gons 
One P a ir  o f Horsos 
Ono 3o t o f H arness 
Ono double h o rse  p lc a su ro  wagon 
Ono Toko o f  Oxon | 4 
Two S to o rs
Farm ing U to n s iIs  & c ., and a f lo c k  o f  sheep (say )
S top  po los tak en  ou t o f tho  swamp which George so ld  fo r  
Stono so ld  from o f f  th e  la n d  to  tho road  t r u s to o s  which R iohord .

s ta to d  to  bo ono season a t  
A la rg o  q u a n tity  o f cedar p o s ts  c u t from ou t o f  th o  swamp—

pino  t r e e s  f o r  b u i ld in g  tim b o r, and cord  wood— stono  so ld  a t
o.thor tim es , th an  th a t  above m entioned , and o th o r goods 
probably  o m ittod  in  t h i s  schodu lo , say to  tho  m oderate amount

P robab lo  V aluo. 
£ 3 0 ,
£ 3 0 .
£  5 .£20.
£ 1 6 . ‘
£  5 .
£26.
£ 12, 10.0

£ 7 5 .

o f  £ 8 2 ,1 0 .0

£300 . 0 .0

By which i t  i s  shown th a t  th e  amount o f th e  domands even supposing  them to  havo roachod 
tho  sum o f £ 3 0 0 ., have boon l iq u id a te d .
Then With ro g a rd  to  th o  landed  p ro p e r ty , th a t  i s  to  say th e  Homestoad, be ing  146 a o ro s , 
th e  Bufrying-Ground Lot o r farm  a t  tho Humbor, and tho C lergy  rc so rv o  le a s e d  l o t  a t  tho  
samo p la c o , b u t w ith o u t b r in g in g  in to  nccount G oorgo 's own l o t  a t  tho  Humber o r Thomas* 
and th o ro fo re  n o t th e  p ioco o f  lan d  l e f t  to  B e tsy ,
Acres
100

6
6
4
4

27

Tho 108 aoros R ich ard  occupios (which a t  th e  r a t e  Dunn th e  bu tohor
pays fo r  tho  a d jo in in g  l o t  o f G ivons' w ithou t th e  d w ellin g  houso
A c ., and n o t n e a r  s6 much lan d  .is
Burying-Cround Lot
B orom astcr’ s house and f iv o  ac re s
6 a c re s  so ld  to  mo f o r  £150 in to r o s t  upon tho p r in c ip a l  
4 aoros so ld  to  T h o rn h ill  f o r  £200. i n t e r e s t  upon do ,
4 aoros s o ld  to  mo f o r  £200. i n to r c s t  upon do.
27 ac re s  a re  s t i l l  in  Goorgo’ s own occupation  say a t  thfi samo r a te  
g iven  by Dunn to  Givons which i s  1 0 /-  por ac re  oqual to

Por Year

£50 . 
£ 3 0 . 
£21. 
£ 9 . 
£12 .  
£ 12.

£ 1 3 .1 0 .0

£ 1 4 7 .1 0 .0146 ac re s  B e n o fit d o riv o d  an n u a lly  o f  what i s  y o u rs .
I t  w i l l  bo soon th en  th a t  I  havo n o t o stim ated  your in to ro s t  in  tho  C lorgy Lot 

whioh raigfct havo boon tu rnod  to  good acco u n t.
B o c a ll in g  to  your r o c o l lc c t io n  tho u n fo r tu n a te  mannor in  whioh my U n d o  o rro d  in  

asking h i s  w i l l ,  by which f a t a l  o r ro r ,  and th a t  in  Jjd fjnont a lo n o , Gcorgo in h e r i t s  n e a r ly  
the whole o f  h i s  proport,y , I  do t r u s t  no i t  i s  now in  your pow er, and f e e l in g  assu ro d  o f 
your d o s iro  to  do J u c tic o  to  your two o th o r o h iJd ro n , th a t  you w i l l  u n h e s i ta t in g ly  and



w ith o u t do loy  make your l o s t  w i l l  and te a  t e c  c u t le a v in g  to  whoa you p lo aso  your p la te  
and household  f u r n i t u r e ,  and to  G eorge, Thomas and B e tsy  and to  each  o f  th en  one th i r d  
p o r t  o f  th e  whole o f  th o  y e a r ly  valuo  o r r e n ts  o f  th e  a f o r e s a id  la n d  in  w hich you aro  
a te n a n t f o r  l i f e ,  sh a re  and sh a re  a l i k e . —~s George would th e n  re c e iv e  an equal p o r tio n  
hy your w i l l  and a t  your decease th e .w h o le  o f  th e  la n d  b e s id e s ,  s u re ly  ho cou ld  n o t  have 
in  t r u t h  any reason  to  c o n p la in .

I  would a l s o  rem ind you o f  th e  accoun t w hich  George so f r e q u e n t ly  has s t a t e d  to  bo 
duo by Thomas to  him , and which a s su ro d ly  ho w i l l  p re s s  him to  pay sooner o r l a t o r ,  and 
suoh b e in g  th o  caso  how s a t i s f a c to r y  end c o a fo r ta b lo  i t  w i l l  be f o r  Thoans to  havo in  
h is  powor th rough  your w i l l  to  m eet such  demand, b e s id e s  le a v in g  a s u rp lu s  sum w hereby 
to  a id  in  th e  hour o f need h ie  la rg e  and n e c e s s ito u s  fa m ily .

I  havo a lre a d y  proved to  you th a t  George b e n e f i ts  by nc £21 a n n u a lly  and which has 
co n tin u ed  f o r  sc v o ra l y e a rs ,  and when i t  i s  r c e o l lc c to d  what p e c u l ia r  c irax m stan ccs  wero 
connected  w ith  th e  purchaso  f o r  B e tsy  o f  th e  f e u r  a c re s  on th e  h i l l ,  I  a l lu d e  to  th e  
lo s s  I  s u s ta in e d  in  E ngland on th e  one h an d , and th e  good fo rtu n o  t h a t  George met w ith  
in  rc c o iv in g  by my so lo  agency, what was duo to  ny  door s i s t e r ,  K a r la ,  on th e  o th e r  hand, 
in  c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  which I  have always th o u g h t, and do s t i l l  th in k ,  and o v er s h a l l  
co n tin u e  o f  tho  o p in io n , th a t  George ought to  have bcon th o ro u g h ly  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  
ro o o iv in g  th e  p r in c ip a l  sun o f  th o  purchaso  money w ith o u t b e in g  so  hungry as to  d e s i r e  
in to  r e s t  a l s o ,  and moro p a r t i c u l a r l y  as  he h a s  chanced to  l i  g h t upon n e a r ly  th o  wholo o f 
h i s  f a t h e r *3 p ro p e r ty  u n in te n t io n a l ly  and by mere a c c id e n t ,  and a l s o  c o n s id e r in g  th a t  
i t  was w ith  h i s  a l s to r  th a t  he was d e a l in g .—

I  havo .long s in c e  had th e  fo re g o in g  s u b je c t  upon my mind and h av in g  now d isc h a rg e d  
what I  r o a l ly  b c lie v o  to  bo my d u ty , i t  rem ains w ith  you to  d e to rn in o  w hether your 
c h i ld re n  so fo r  os i t  i s  now in  your powor s h a l l  a l l  sharo  a l ik e  a t  y o u r d cco aso , or 
w h eth er in  th e  07ont o f  your n o t d e c la r in g  such  w i l l  by so solemn a  te s ta m e n ta ry  
d e c la r a t io n ,  George i s  to  g ra sp  a l l  your p e rso n a l p ro p e r ty  os w e ll a s  h is  f a t h o r 's  
r o a l  and p e rso n a l e s ta te  end th e re b y  ag a in  p u b lis h  to  tho  w o rld  t h a t  ho i s  h e i r - a t - l a w ,  
and so d efy  h is  on ly  s u rv iv in g  b ro th o r  and a ls o  h i s  s i s t e r  in  o b ta in in g  r e l i e f .

I  rem ain , my door L a n t ,  w ith  ev e ry  a f f e c t io n ,  y o u r nephew,
J . P .  T a y lo r .

-  • 4 7 .

In  o rdor to  show th a t  C o l. George T aylor D enison th e  F i r s t  was n o t such  a  bod fo llo w  
a s  he i s  p ic tu re d  in  th e  '  . fo re g o in g  p a ra g ra p h s , I  w i l l  g iv e  you a  l e t t e r  w r i t te n
by  him to  h is  mothor-, S ophia D enison , Lot S t r e o t ,  York, U .C ., from  B c llo v u o ,d a te d  
Decembor 5 0 th , 1839. I t  read s  a s  fo llo w s :

Ky d ea r M other,
** • I  t o ld  you tho  l o s t  tim e I  saw you t h a t  I  co u ld  n o t moot w ith  what I  w ished

to  g e t you fo r  a C hristm as p r e s e n t ,  I  w ish  you to  a c cep t th e so  two h a l f -o a g io s  end la y  
them ou t in  som ething t h a t  you may w ish f o r  y o u r s e l f ,  and n o t keep  them to  lo o k  a t ,  
fC r th a t  w i l l  do you no good, n o r anyone o l s o .

I  rem ain , your ev er d u t i f u l  s e n ,
G.T. D enison.

In  Sophia D on lson 's  h an d w ritin g  appoars t h i s  a d d i t io n a l  n o to  on th o  l o t t e r .
Dec. 30 , 1639.

Lot t h i s  p re se n t speak  f o r  I t s e l f ,  »
S ophia  D onison._________________

Tho fo llo w in g  l e t t e r  was w r i t te n  by D r. Thecas D enison to  John Fennings T ay lo r th e  
E ld o r , L e g is la t iv e  C ouncil O f f ic o , T o ro n to , Upper Canada, fav o u red  hy M r. B ow soll.

. London, O c t. 12 , 1840.
My d ea r S i r ,

I  ta k e  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  H r. B cw scll*s r e tu r n  to  Canada to  thank ypu f o r  your 
two l o t t o r s ,  your M o th e r-in -law  b e in g  th e  ru b jo c t  o f  th e n .  I t  was n o t in  ny  powor to  
answ er any p a r t  o f  th o o , h av in g  no r e c o l le c t io n  o f  any c ircu m stan ces to  which you 
a l lu d e d .  I  hope th a t  you w i l l  co n tin u e  to  uso  your b e s t  endeavours to  p?000^  poaco and 
harmony in  tho  fam ily  o f  w hich you now f o r a  a  p a r t .

I  rom ain , ny  doar S i r ,
Most a f f e c t io n a te ly  y o u rs ,

T hos. D en ison . ;
Pray moke my h o s t lovo  to  y o u r d ea r w ifo . ny n lo c o .
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Hero i t  a  l e t t e r  o f  John PonningS T a ilo r  th o  E ld e r  to  M rs. Sophia Donison, B ro o k fie ld  
House, T o ro n to , Upper Canada, da ted  a t  K ingston , 5 th  J u ly ,  1841.

My dear A unt,
Always knowing th a t  lo g a lly  I  cou ld  n o t s u c c e s s fu l ly  opposo th o  c o l le c t io n  o f  

Goorge*a claim  a g a in s t  me, s t i l l  I  moat c e r t a in ly  b e lie v e d  th a t  he cou ld  n o t r e f r a in  
from fo o lin g  th a t  undor p e c u l ia r  c irc u m sta n ces .(  and which I  nay add a rc  m ost c e r ta in ly  
torm onting  h is  b r e a s t  and w i l l  con tinue  to  i n f l i c t  a  wound th c ro  to  th e  hour o f h ia  
d ea th ) he would d o u b tle ss  have a c te d  more e q u ita b ly  tow ards mo.

However, as I  f in d  he i s  d isp o sed  to  bo h a rs h , c ru e l and u n j u s t ,  and aa h ia  
t r u s t  i s  now pu t in  tho  hav ing  a longer pu rse  th an  f a l l s  to  ny l o t ,  I  f e e l  i t  to  bo 
moro to  th e  ease and com fort o f y o u rs e lf  and fam ily  a t  la rg e  to  givo way.

I  th e re fo re  w i l l  ag ro c , howover u n ju s t ,  (o f  co u rse  I  mean in  an e q u ita b le  
l i g h t )  t h a t  Ccorgo s h a l l  rcce iv o  back tho  l o t  o f lan d  upon su rre n d e r in g  up  my bond to  
be c a n c e lle d , and a role a se  a g a in s t a l l  claim s and demands to  tho  tim e o f  c x c a i t ln g  i t .

I  rom ain, my dear A unt,your a f f c c t io n a to  nephow,
J .7 .  T a y lo r .

48

Sophia T aylor D enison’ s Court Gown worn a t  tho  Court o f King George I I I

H ea in iscen t o f  thoso  tu r b u le n t ,  momentous days o f  King Gcorgo I I I  when now 
h is to ry  was c re a te d  on th e  Worth American C o n tin en t, i s  a  b e a u t i f u l , q u a in t gown which 
was worn fo r  p re s e n ta t io n  a t  tho  co u rt o f King George I I I ,  by Sophia T a y lo r , l a to r  
w ifo o f  C optain John D enison. T h is o x q u is ito ly  designed  gown, w ith  h an d -p a in to d  f l o r a l  
p a t te rn  sp r in k le d  over a  background o f heavy w hite s i l k ,  i s  as f a s c in a t in g  as a  garden 
p a tch  in  Juno , w ith  i t s  t in y  bouquets o f  p ink  and b lu e  f lo w e rs . Only an a r t i s t  co u ld  
have c rca to d  t h i s  charm ing f ro c k , w ith  i t s  hooped s k i r t s  and s id o  p a n io rs , th e  t in y  
t i g h t - f i t t i n g  b o d ice , w ith  olbow s lo o v c s , odorablo  w ith  f r i l l s  o f la c o .  W ith i t ,  wont 
l i t t l e  b lack  c u r ls  which Sophia Denison donned fo r  occasions o f  f e s t i v i t y ,  and a lso  
l i t t l e  w hito  s a t i n  s l ip p o rs  which sho had worn on hor w edding-day. Sho m a t  havo 
t h r i l l e d  as she walked th rough  tho  town some summer's day , c a rry in g  a  m in ia tu re  b lack  
p a ra so l w ith  corvod iv o ry  h an d le s .

Prosorvod a lso  i s  a  b la c k  orope bortnet which Sophia Donison woro to  m ark e t, and 
a lov o ly  b la c k  s i l k  cape o f  arnplo fo ld s  designed  to  wrap wido hooped s k i r t s .  P rese rv ed  
too  i s  th e  gorgoously  p a t te rn e d  ca rp e t-b ag  o f flow ered  v e lv e t w ith  a  t in y  pad lock ,w hich  
accompanied Sophia Donison when sho went aJou rney ing .

1 •
Soph ia  D en iso n 's  Cookbook.

The A rt o f Cookery Made P la in  and E asy , 1782, and b e a r in g  tho au tograph  o f  Sophia 
itonison i s  s t i l l  p ro se rv o d , A ro c ip c  f o r  orange p ie  demands tho u se  o f  16 oggs; tho  
icing* req u iro d  24 egg y o lk s . The ic in g  n ig h t bo perfumed a s  you p le a so . Tho conclud ing  
chap to r d e a ls  w ith  tho making o f porfum os. To noko Pronch Rouge* Toko sono ca ra in o  and 
mix w ith  faoo powdor to  mako as pa lo  as you p lo a so . Tho book a lso  t o l l s  how to  moke 
y e a s t .  ____________

Tho re s id u a ry  lo g a tco  o f tho o s ta to  o f D r. Thomas Denison o f  London was tho  Sov. 
Canon John Dixon H alo s . Horo i s  an in s c r ip t io n  to  h is  monory on th o  fo u n d atio n  stone  o f 
C h r is t Church, Kew Rood, Richmond, S u rrey , E ngland.

To tho  Glory o f God, and in  memory o f  Canon John Dixon H alo s , M .A ., Por moro than  
40 y e a r s ,- th e  V icar o f  3 t .  J o h n 's ,  Richmond, t h i s  church i s  b u i l t .

This stono  was la id  by B.R.H. P rin c e ss  Mary A dcla ido , Duchess o f Tcidc, on
S atu rd ay , O ot. 1 4 th , 1893.
(Tho Duchoss o f Tock m entioned above was mother o f  Queen M ary, Queen o f  His 
M ajesty , King Gcorgo V ) .  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ’ •*

Time r o l l s  on, and on November 22, 1852, wc f in d  Sophia D enison, s i t t i n g  in  an upper 
room in  an a n c ie n t house on Mount Carmol S t r e e t ,  ^uobcc C ity , aw a itin g  two lawyors who 
w i l l  mako ou t ho r w i l l  f o r  h o r .  Mont Carmol S t r e e t  . ^  runs n o r th  and so u th  in  the 
Upper Town o f  Queboe C ity , and i s  j u s t  w est o f th e  Chateau F ron tcnac H o te l. I t  i s  a  
s h o r t  s t r e e t  ru n n in g  from tho brow o f tho c l i f f s  northw ard to  a sm all fc n c c d -in  p a rk , 
Mont Carmol. There aro  se v e ra l o ld  houuos on Kent C am el S tro o t to -d a y , any one o f  which 
might have boon tho  hou30. th e  home o f  John Fennings T aylor tho E ld e r , when he was



Cleric of th e  Senate* This I s  tho  in s c r ip t io n  on th e  g ate  o f th e  l i t t l o  park  c a l le d  Mont 
Carm el. "On th i s  h e ig h t ,  c a llo d  Mont C ornel/ tho ro  s to o d  in  1690. a  stono  w ind-m ill 
wheroon was mounted a b a t te r y  o f  th re e  guns and which se rv ed  f o r  a  redoub t d a r in g  the

Siege o f  Cjuebuc by F h ip s , i t  was c a l le d  "La C av a lie r  da M oalin i
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Sophia P en ison18 L ost W ill-and  T estan en t

D nted a t  Queboc, 22 November 1652, Ho. 2245, F ilo d  a t  lV p .m ., 10 January 1855 as
N o. 15546—1 5 /9 . Beg. B. Y ol. 55 , Pago 377—C .H JC ontiiam bert, R e g is t r a r .

On th o  Twcnty-socond day o f Novenber in  tho  y ea r o f  Our Lord one Thousand e ig h t Hundred 
and f i f ty - tw o ,  a t  tho re q u o s t o f  Sophia T ay lo r, r o l i c t  o f th e  la to  John Denison in  h is  
l i f o t i n o  o f  th e  C ity  o f Toronto in  tho Homo D is t r io t  and Provinco o f  Canada, We, tho 
u n d o rs ip jo d  N o tario s P u b lic  du ly  a d n itto d  and co m ias io n o d  fo r  th a t  p a r t  o f  th o  P rovince 
o f  Canada fo rn c r ly  c a llo d  Lowor Canada and r e s id in g  a t  Quebec went to  tho re s id e n c e  o f  
th e  s a id  Sophia T aylor r e l i c t  as a fo re s a id  o f  tho l a to  John D enison, in  Mount Carmel 
S tr e e t  in  tho Uppor Town o f tho  s a id  C ity  o f  Quebec, and thon and thoro  b e in g , wo found 
th e  s a id  Sophia T ay lo r, s i t t i n g  in  a c h a ir  in  a  room in  tho  second f l a t  o f  th o  s a id  house , 
s ic k  o f  body, ta it of sound and  d isp o s in g  m ind, memory, h e a rin g  and u n d e rs ta n d in g  as 
appeared  to  us th e  sa id  N o tario s by h er mannor and co n v e rsa tio n  who d ec la ro d  u n to  u s  th a t  
co n s id e rin g  th e  u n c e r ta in ty  o f  tho  hour o f  d e a th  sho was d o siro u s  o f  making h o r L ast W ill 
and Testam ent in  o rder to  o rrango  hor tem poral a f f a i r s  and th e  b e t t e r  to  be p rep ared  to  
loavo tho w ottd  whonevor i t  m ight p lease  Alm ighty God to  remove h o r .

Whereupon sho , tho  sa id  Sophia T ay lo r, r e l i c t  os a f o r e s a id ,  o f sound and d isp o s in g  
mind as a fo re sa id  d id  acco rd in g ly  p u b lis h , d ic ta to  and nano h e r  L ast W ill and Testam ent 
word by word to  John 3impson H ossack, one o f tho  s a id  N o ta rio s  in  th e  p resence o f  Thomas 
T . G auvin, h is  c o lle a g u e , b e in g  a l l  th e  timo p re se n t as fo llo w s , th a t  i s  to  say* F i r s t  
and p r in c ip a l ly  I  recoraacnd my so u l to  God who gavo i t ,  and my body I ccnm it to  th o  
e a r th  to  be d ecen tly  in te r r e d  accord ing  to  th o  r i t e s  o f  tho  Church o f E ngland , and as to  
such  w orldly  o s ta to  as God in  h is  i n f i n i t e  goodness h a th  bestowed upon mo, I  g ive and 
d isp o so  o f in  Manner fo llo w in g , th a t  i s  to  sa y : Two hundred Pounds now in  th o  hands o f  
ny  grandson. B ichard  L ip p in c o tt Denison tho E ld e r , connonly known as th e  " P r in c ip a l  Sun" 
socurod to  me by a  bond. I  w i l l  dev ise  and bequeath  tho i n t e r e s t  duo th e reo n  a t  tho  t in e  
o f  ny decease u n to  R ichard  L ip p in c o tt Denison tho Younger. L b  to  tho P r in c ip a l  Sun, th o  
fo llo w in g  b e q u e s ts .

£50 to  A rthur John T aylor o f th e  C ity  o f  Queboc, s tu d e n t a t  law .
£50 to  my granddaughter, E liz a b e th  Sophia D enison, daugh ter o f my son , Thomas John

D enison, now deceased , who ro s ld e s  w ith  h er a u n t ,  my d an g h to r, E lis a b e th  
Sophia Denison T ay lo r.

£50 to  qy g randdaugh ter, M aria T ay lo r.
.£ 5 0  to  ny gronddan^ to r  Sophia C h a rlo tto  T ay lo r.

.n d  as to  such p la to  os I  s h a l l  be possossod o f a t  tho tim e o f  ny decease :
To A rthur John T ay lo r, a  s i lv o r  Tankard, s i l v e r  Pepper C as to r.
To A lexander GGorgo Denison T ay lo r, a  s i lv o r  Wino S tra in o r .
To C harles W alter T ay lo r, S ilv o r  S a l t - c e l l a r s  w ith  spoons to  m atch, two s i l v e r  ta b le ­

spoons.
To M aria T ay lo r, one s i lv o r  su g a r-b ask e t and tongs th c ro to  b e lo n g in g , one la rg o  s i l v e r

crcom -Jug, ono s i l v e r  t e a - s t r a i n e r  w ith  odd tea -sp o o n .
To F ro d e rick  S e le t to  S a y lo r , one h a lf-d o zen  te a -sp o o n s . i
To A lb ert Gunthorpe T ay lo r, one p a i r  o f  S ilv o r  S u g ar-to n g s .
To Sophia C h a rlo tto  T ay lo r, ono s i lv e r  Papbotc w ith  spoon, ono sm all s i l v e r  creem -Jug,

ono h a lf-d o so n  toa-epoons and c o r a l ,  • . J
To ny d au g h te r, E lix a b e th  Sophia D enison, ono S ilv o r  P o rr in g e r , one s i lv o r  Marrow-

spoon.
Signod: Sophia T ay lo r. Thomas T . Gauvin, and J .S .  H ossack, w itn e s se s .

N oto: The l a t t o r  p a r t  o f th e  above i s  an a b s t r a c t ,  as  tho o r ig in a l  i s  too  vofboso .
__ #

W ith tho doath  o f Sophia T ay lo r Denison cano to  a  c lo so  th e  o ra  o f  th e  f i r s t  
g en e ra tio n  o f  Denisono in  York, l a t e r  T o ro n to , mnny o f  ny documents have d e a l t  w ith  
tho  raistoko in  C aptain  John D en ison 's  w i l l ,  and h is  so n , G eorge's in s a t i a b le  d e s ire  to  
g rab  cvory tM ng, Goorgo Denison appears in  a ra th o r  bad l i g h t .  On tho  c o n tra ry  he was



a  f in o  s o r t  o f  p e rso n  in  cv o ry  o th o r  r o s p o c t ,  nn u n f o r g e t ta b le  p o reo n ag o , a  d i s t in g u is h e d  
s o l d i e r ,  an  o x c e l lo n t  ho rsem an , a  good f a th e r  and a  lo v in g  husband* M rs . J o c e ly n  
Brock o f  London, E ngland  t o l l s  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  s to r y  ab o u t G eorge.

5°

"Ono d ay , E l iz a b o th  S o p h ia  D enison ( l a t o r  w ife  o f  John  F cnn ings T a y lo r  th e  E ld e r )  
was e n t e r t a in i n g  a  p r o s p e c t iv e  s u i t o r  in  th e  draw ing-room . The young man seems to  havo 

bcon v e ry  c u r io u s  to  f in d  o u t E l iz a b e th  S o p h ia 's  a g e . He su g g e s te d  t h a t  th e y  lo o k  a t  th e  
o ld  fa m ily  B ib lo , and a s  th o y  come upon th e  f l y - l e a f  w ith  th e  ro c o rd  o f  h e r  b i r t h ,  she  
adm onished him n o t to  lo o k . Howovor, he f o r c ib ly  to o k  th e  B ib lo  from  h e r ,  and in  th e  
s t ru g g lo  t h a t  en su o d , sho g ra sp e d  th e  fo rb id d e n  pago and to r e  i t  from  th e  H oly Book, and 
th e n  ra n  so b b in g  w ith  i t  from  th e  room. On d is c o v e r in g  w hat had  happoned h o r  b r o th e r ,  
G eorge, was f u r i o u s .  Ho e n te ro d  th e  draw ing-room , p ic k e d  th e  young man u p  by th o  s c u f f  
o f  th o  neck  and  on u n m en tio n ab le  p a r t  o f  th o  t r o u s e r s ,  and  e s c o u r te d  him  o u t in to  tho  
g a rd o n , whoro ho a d m in is te re d  a h o rsew h ip  m e r c i l e s s ly .  T h is i s  how J u s t i c e  was c a r r io d  
ou t in  th o se  f a r - o f f  d a y s . Ho p o l ic e  c o u r t  p ro cee d in g s  fo llo w e d ."

However, my l a t e  f a th e r - in - l a w .  M a g is tr a te  J o n e s , in  h i s  b ook , P io n e o r  C rim es and 
P u n ishm on ts , t e l l s  o f  George D onison b e in g  h a i le d  in to  c o u r t  on . . p r i l  23 , 1817, and  on 
b e in g  d iro o te d  to  f in d  s u r e ty  f o r  h i s  good b e h a v io u r , George made u s e  o f  d i s r e s p e c t f u l  
and  abusivo  la n g u a g e , and  was c o m i t t c d  to  g o a l u n t i l  he p a id  £100 f i n e .  George D enison 
was th o  ty p e  o f  man, who, i f  a t ta c k e d  by  a  w ild  b u l l  i n  a  f i e l d ,  would p rom ptly  s p r in g  
upon th o  a n im a l 's  b a c k , and b o a t  th o  b o a s t  in to  s u b je c t io n  w ith  a  s to u t  c lu b .

Gcorgo D enison was a c le v e r  horsem an, a s  c le v e r  a  horsem an in  h i s  younger days as 
ev er m ounted a  s t e e d ,  and  to  th e  l a s t  day o f  h i s  l i f e  a  sp lo n d ld  H h ip .

George D o n iso n 's  f i r s t  w ifo  was E s th o r  Bprdon L ip p in c o t t ,  whom ho m a rr ie d  on 
D ec. 10 , 1806 a t  ho r home in  Richmond H i l l ,  O n ta r io .  Tho corcnony  was p o rfo rm sd  by th e  
c u ra to  o r  r o c to r  o f  S t .  J a m e s '.  She was o n ly  f i f t e e n  y o a rs  o ld .  Thoy o b ta in e d  t h e i r  
m a rr ia g e  liconc.o  by g o in g  to  soo  Mr. S ta n to n , th o  I s s u e r  o f  M arrio g o  L iooncos a t  Y o rk .
D r. S eadd ing  say s  h i s  o f f ic o  was a  s t r u c tu r e  o f  th o  seco n d ary  b r ic k  p e r io d ,  end  t h a t  i t  
was s i t u a t e d  on P e te r  S t r e e t .  George Donison and E s th e r  Borden L ip p in c o t t  went t o  seo  
M r. S ta n to n  on D ec. 11 , 1806.

Whon th o  War o f  1012-14 b ro k e  o u t ,  h av in g  o n ly  s ix t y  mon to  do th e  w ork , Gcorgo 
D onison c u t Dundas* S t r e e t  th ro u g h  th e  f o r e s t  from  G arriso n  Common to  Lombton M i l l s ,  
e n a b lin g  com m unication betw con th e s e  two p o in ts  to  be m a in ta in e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  w ar.

H is f a t h e r ,  John  D en iso n , was C ap ta in  o f  th o  3 rd  York M i l i t i a  a t  th o  t im e .  George 
and  h i s  b ro th e r s  were p r i v a t e s .  Thomas John D enison and C h a rle s  D en iso n , h i s  b r o th e r s ,  
w ere p re s e n t  a t  th o  famous B a t t l e  o f Q ueonston H e ig h ts . The fo rm er aimed th o  gun from  
tho  b a t t e r y  t h a t  sank  a t  m idstream  a  f r i g a t o  lo ad ed  w ith  A m ericans, d row ning  them  to  
a n an ; th e  l a t t e r  g o t a  b a l l  th ro u g h  h ie  h a t ,  w h ile  p ic k in g  o f f  th e  s h a rp - s h o o te r  who 
k i l l e d  G en era l B rock . C h a rlo s  bocemo on e n s ig n  in  th e  3 rd  York a s  o f  Doc. 2 5 , 1812, 
h av in g  beon a  p r iv a to  in  Caraoroij's Company. Thomas John  D enison becarao a  supernum erary  
e n s ig n  in  th o  3 rd  Y ork, A p r. 8 , 1813, h av in g  been  a p r iv a te  in  H ow ard 's Company. G corgo, 
on th e  samo d a t e ,  becamo a  supernum erary  o n s ig n , h a v in g  boon a  s e rg o a n t  in  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
Company, and h av in g  Jo in o d  R id o u t 's  Company O o t. 16, 1812.

George D onison was B ent from  York to  Army H e a d q u a rte rs  a t  th e  H iag n ra  P r o n t io r  w ith  
a  la rg o  sum o f  money (ab o u t $ 4 0 ,0 0 0 .)  in  h i s  sa d d lo -b a g s  • T h is  was to  bo u se d  a s  anqy 
p a y . As ho approached  th o  town o f  S t .  D a v id 's ,  he mot a  dragoon  ; * g a l lo p in g  a t
f u l l  speed  tow ards him . The d ragoon  asked  i f  ho was th o  ono w ith  th o  la r g e  sum o f  oonoy.
At f i r s t  h e  was in o l in e d  to  deny i t ,  b u t ho was t o l d  t h a t  tho  onoray had  o a p tu ro d  S t .  
D a v id 's ,  and was ooming h i s  way, an d  t h a t  he m ust r e tu r n  a t  o n co . Two o o ro  drago6ns crfcte 
in  s ig h t ,  chased  by a  p a r ty  o f  enemy c a v a l r y .  George tu rn o d  h i s  h o r s e 's  t a i l  to  th o  
enemy and f l e d .  T h is  i s  th o  o n ly  re c o rd  o f  a  D enison ru n n in g  away from  th e  f o e ,  and  oven 
a t  th a t  i t  was to  save $ 4 0 ,0 0 0 . o f  H is M a je s ty 's  army p a y .

On A p r i l  27 , 1813, nn onomy f l e e t  ancho red  o f f  T o ro n to . F o u rte e n  U .S . s h ip s  ro d e  
th e  wavos n e a r  th o  Humber* and more th a n  1600 Amor ico n  tro o p s  in v a d o d . On t h i s  f a t o f u l  day 
George D onison was s e n t  w ith  a p a r ty  o f  men to  bu rn  th o  s h ip p in g  in  th e  h a rb o u r  to  p re v e n t 
i t  from f a l l i n g  in to  onomy h a n d s . W hile ho was h o a to d ly  a rg u in g  w ith  a  n a v a l o f f i c e r  who 
was r e f u s in g  to  have th o  to r c h  a p p l ie d  to  h i s  s h ip ,  th o y  w ere a l l  ta k e n  p r i s o n e r .  The 
r e s t  o f  G e o rg e 's  fa m ily  were a l s o  ta k e n  p r i s o n e r ,  and rem ained  p r is o n e r s  f o r  s i x  m on ths.
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Here aro  a number o f  oxcmplos tak en  a t  random from  Sophia D en iso n 's  memorandum 

hook* Tho w r i t in g  I s  a  t r u e  copy o f  hors,' a9 n e a r ly  ex ac t a  f a c s im ile  os I  can  mako 
i t  w ith  a  sp ik e  on a  s t e n c i l .  The waterm ark on th o  paper o f  h o r  memorandum book i s  
" I  AHKAVDALE*

SOPHIA TAYLOR inHSOK'S KD»ILJnJC!1 BOOK. 1829
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THE EENISOHS WZHE CHUHCH HJILXERS
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B osidos b u i ld in g  f o r  th c n so lv o s  v e ry  f in e  o ld  hom ostoads, th e  D enisons wero a l s o  
ohufch  b u i ld e r s .  H eed le ss  to  s o y , a l l  th e  ch u rch es w ere o f  th o  A n g lican  F a i t h ,  and 
th e r e  i s  no ro c o rd  o f  a  D enison c o n fe s s in g  any o th e r  r e l i g i o n .

I n  th o  e a r ly  days o f  th e so  r e c o r d s ,  th e  need  f o r  ch u rch es was r o ry  g r e a t .  In  1801, 
th c ro  was no ch u rch  and no c le rgym an , as  r c le to d  c a r l . o r .  The D enisons o b se rv ed  d iv in e  
so rv io o  in  th o  home, and two fa m ily  B ib le s  o x i s t  f r e r  w hich  th e y  ro a d  a lo u d , each  
ta k in g  a  tu rn  a t  r e a d in g .  In  1857, th e  D enisons b i i l f  The D enison C hurch , o r  as  th ey  
c a l lo d  i t ,  S t .  G eorge’ s C hapel, D o v o rco u rt. I t  was a  p r e t t y  l i t t l o  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
s t r u o tu r o  w hich s to o d  on th e  n o r th  s id e  o f  C h u rc h i l l  Avenue o p p o s ite  th o  b ro ad  
handsome th o ro u g h fa re , Lakoview A venue. S t .  G eorge’ s C hapel was b u i l t  on th o  grounds 
o f  Old D o v o rco u rt, s l i g h t l y  to  th e  o a s t  o f  i t .  I t  was r e a l l y  a  co u n try  ch u rch  w ith  no 
p a r is h  o r  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  d i s t r i c t  a s s ig n e d  t6  i t .  I t  was e r e c te d  by th o  D enisons w ith  
a  view  to  p ro v id in g  a  fa m ily  p la c e  o f  w o rsh ip , and a t  th e -s a n e  tim e ample a c c o m o d a tio n  
f o r  such  s t r a n g e r s  o r  v i s i t o r s  who c a re d  to  a t t e n d .  F i f t y  p eo p le  c o u ld  be co m fo rtab ly  
s e a te d  w ith in  i t s  w a l l s ,  and more th a n  t h a t  number by  rc c o u rs o  to  c h a i r s .  T hero was a 
sm all chanco l s e a t in g  tw e lv e , a  eoersanion t a b l o ,  and a re a d in g -d e s k . F o r many y e a rs  
a f t o r  i t  was b u i l t ,  th o  o n ly  o th o r  A ng lican  p la c e  o f  w o rsh ip  w ith in  some m ile s  was th o  
ch ap e l o f  O ld T r i n i t y  C o lle g e , w hich was o n ly  open to  v i s i t o r s  on 3unday m o rn in g s . In  
1857, th o  o n ly  o th e r  s t r u c t u r e s  in  t h a t  e n t i r e ,  now th ic k ly - p o jw la to d  d i s t r i c t  woro 
D o v o rco u rt, S t .  G eorge’ s C hapol, one o r  two s n a i l  h o u ses and a  b r ic k - f r o n te d  c o t t a g e ,  
(jameswood C o t ta g e ) .  W ith th o  b u i ld in g  o f  8 t .  A nne 's  Church th e  n eed  f o r  3 t .  G eo rg e 's  
Chapel no lo n g e r  o x l s t e d ,  and i t  was p u lle d  down in  1891.

Out 6 t  3 t .  G eo rg e 's  Chapol evo lved  3 t .  A nno 's C hurch , w hich was b u i l t  in  1862, 
C olonol B ich a rd  L ip p in c o t t  D enison  b e in g  th o  f i r s t  la y  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  to  th o  Synod o f  
th o  D loccso in  Juno o f  1863. Ho was churchw arden o f  3 t .  A nne 's from  1863 to  1878.
O thors o f  tho  fa m ily  h o ld in g  th e  samo o f f ic o  wore John  Coorgo D en iso n , C o l. C laronco  
Donison* G eneral Septim us D en iso n , C h a rle s  L c s l io  D onison, and A lf ro d  W rig it  whoso 
w ife  was a D onison .

Ih  1857, C o lo n el R o b ert B r i t t a i n  D enison o rc c tc d  e n t i r e l y  a t  h i s  own c o s t  th e  
Chnrch o f  3 t .  S tep h en , w hich s ta n d s  on C o llo g o  S t r e e t  a t  B e llo v u e  Avenuo, an d  is 'fa m o u s  
a s  T o ro n to 's  f i r s t  ch u rch  to  p io n e e r  in  Radio B ro a d c a s t in g  o f  i t s  S e r v ic e s ,  a  p r a c t i c e  
which oon tinuoe to  t h i s  day duo to  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  a b i l i t y  o f  th o  R ev. Canon J . E .  Ward, 
i t s  R o c to r . In  1865, th e  e n t i r e  e d i f i c e  was d e s tro y e d  by  f i r o ,  b u t  i t  was r e b u i l t  to  
th e  o r ig in a l  d e s ig n . In s id e  nay  bo seen  a m em orial to  th e  memory o f  C o lonel R obert 
B r i t t a i n  D enison.

Among th o  p ro m o ters  o f  th o  I n i  1 d in g  o f  S t .  F h i l l i p 's  C hurch, S p ad in a  Avonuo was 
C o l. R .B . D enison, who i s  a l s o  re c o rd e d  to  have do n ated  £12 :10*0  Old H a li f a x  C urrency  
tow ards th e  t u i l d i n g  o f  S t .  M ark 's  C hurch , T oron to  J u n c t io n .

A rth u r  R ich ard  D enison was th e  a r c h i to c t  o f  S t .  A ndrew 's C hurch , T oron to  I s l a n d .
Tho fam ily  have alw ays been  connected  w ith  S t .  G e o rg e 's  C hurch , John  S t r o e t  and 

p ro b a b ly  a s s i s t e d  in  i t s  b i l l d i n g . — C o l. R .B . Donison was a  churchw arden th o ro  th o  somo 
y e a r  th a t  he b u i l t  S t .  S te p h e n 's .

The l a t e s t  o d if ic o  re se m b lin g  a  ch u rch  b x i l t  by th e  fa m ily  i s  th o  M ortuary  Chapel 
e r e c to d  a t  S t .  J o h n 's  Cemotory on th e  Bunber in  1930 to  th o  memory o f  C olono l George 
T ay lo r D enison  th e  Socond o f R usholao  by h is  d e s c e n d a n ts .
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T M b volumo i s  th o  sooond o f  a  s e r i e s ,  and w i l l  l i k e l y  be fo llo w o d  by a 

t h i r d  volum e, i f  th c ro  a ro  s u f f i c i e n t  members o f  th o  fa m ily  d e s i r i n g  mo to  
to  co n tin u o  to  g iv o  th e n  a  copy o f  moro o f  th e  re c o rd s  w hich I  havo c o l l e c t e d •*.

R ich a rd  Lonton D enison , 191 D cw lish  Avonuo,
T o ro n to , 12, O n ta r io .

Canada.

COPYRIGHT 1951


